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THE 

PREFACE. 

THE  fubfequent  fliccts  con- 
tain a  faitnful  narrative  of 
the  life  and  tranfadlions 
of  a  young  man,  who,  through 
the  villany  of  his  relations,  has  been 
frequently  expofed  to  the  deceitful 
machinations  of  a  fet  of  men 
whofe  only  god  is  gain,  and  the 
fupreme  pleafure  of  their  lives  cen- 
tered in  that  political  ftroke  of  fi- 
nefle,  which,  by  the  knowing  ones 
of  the  age,  is  vulgarly  called, 
taking'-in. 

I  need  not  expatiate  upon  the 
meaning  of  this  phrafe,  as  it  is  al- 
ready well  known  throughout  this 
metropolis,  and  become  as  neceflary 
in  moft  branches  of  bufinefs  to  be 
thoroughly  underftood  as  the  four 
A  2  firft 
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£rfl  rules  in  anthmctic;    though 
2 1  nrfl  it  was  probably  only  a  cant 
fhrafe  among  hodc-deakrs,  and 
hodie-jockeys,  in  the  pnfiical  trai^- 
aftions  of  their  calling:    but,  in 
friczis  of  time,    oar  yoong  tia- 
dtfmcD,    b^an   to  loc^  upon  it 
at  a  neceflary  qualificadon  3  and  as 
they  had  firequent  opportunities  to 
czpcrience  its  true  fignification  by 
their  ill-placed  bets  at  Newmarket 
aiid  Epfom,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
ctred  if  fo  valuable  a  fcience,  and 
v.iiich   coft  them  fo  dear  in  the 
learning,  fliould  be  fully  difplaycd 
through  their  future  traniadions  in 
t}'it;r  proper  calling. 

At  a  time  when  the  pafiions  are 
in  their  grcateft  afcendency,  and 
rtr^Jtrc  the  moft  nice  circumfpec- 
t.^ji  to  keep  them  within  bounds, 
v'.a  wjII  find  me  (from  a  taking-in 
;  '.\c\'^\t  of  my  guardian)  fcnt  to 
it^  for  a  racrifice,where,not  even  the 
uixaru  roughneis  of  die  dement, 

could 
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could  defend  me  from  feeling  the 
cflfcdks  of  fo  ufeful  an  art.  So 
true  it  is,  that  we  may  change  our 
dimate,but  cannot  change  ourfelves. 

My  commencing  trader  at  the 
inftigation  of  a  certain  ftock-broker, 
and  the  iii  fuccefs  that  followed, 
may  be  a  leflbn  to  young  beginners, 
how  they  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  de- 
ceived by  the  alluring  profcflions  of 
a  falfe  friend.  There  are  many  fuch 
harpies  in  this  great  city,whofe  only 
bufinefs  is  to  ruin  the  innocent,  and 
betray  the  unwary  into  their  fnares. 

The  article  of  purchafing  a  place 
for  life  in  a  public  office  is  now  fo 
much  in  ufe,  that  every  young  fellow, 
who  can  command  a  little  money, 
thinks  himfelf  provided  for  to  all 
intents  and  purpofes  ;  but  let  fuch 
beware,  it  is  not  all  gold  that  glit- 
ters ;  and  there  are  many  who  will 
fell  them  fuch  places,  who  were 
never  in  poffeflion  of  one  them- 
felves. This  may  feem,  at  firft,  very 
A  3  ftrangc. 
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tl range,  but  after  they  hive  n-i::, 
o'Kc  chcctually  bubbled,  cor.-% j^iiJi- 
v.iil  lullow. 

I  r.ccd  net  fay  any  thing  ss  n  ib* 
cr.ormcus  viilany  practilcd  lz  niLr.r 
'  f  our  inteliiger-cc  and  regifte:-:i:- 
liccs,  a  hte  pamphlet  having  al**i- 
iiy  liifpLycd  thofe  harpies  ir.  iht.; 
pr'.j:cr  colours,    and  done  thez:  ro 
nv.:c  liun  tlie  llricteft  juftlce  :  z-il^ 
I  L.ii;;ici  liwlp  oLlcrving,  that  mir.v 
.11)  innLxciit  I'amiiy  owe  their  r^J:i 
ti    tliolc    nurlerics   of   deceit   zzjd 
wiiivcdiiclbi    and  one   example   I 
have  yi\tM  in  the  following  iheei?, 
will  be  luflicicMt  to  pinvr,  that  pec- 
iilc  cannot  be  too  much  upon  their 
iMiard  againft  tlir  ilcfiiins  of  fuch 
JiicKcnary  wiciilu-.. 

Ah  the  clc<itiilyiiii»  llory  is,  in  all 

^^  parts  i^  I'^^J^'i^Vi  1  think  it  incum- 

Kwl  HP*^*^  ^^^^  ti)taulii»n  my  female 

W\h    ll^tJlc  1  mean  who  arcpof- 

Cith^l'  r''^M*''»*'>'.    and   arc  cither 

hiillv.    ^f    ^'"^^y    '^'^^*'   bordering 
«^^^***v*  upon 
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upon  the  verge  of  old  maids,  net  t:> 
put  a  blind  confidence  in  the  2m:>- 
rous  profeilions  of  young  men  -,  tz^r 
let  me  tell  them,  that,  though  a  tcr- 
rent  of  flames,  darts,  racks  acd 
tortures,  fhould  be  made  ulc  of  thro* 
the  progrcfs  of  the  ccurtihip,  no 
fooner  ihall  the  indilToluble  kno:  be 
tied,  and  matrimony  invellthe  lover 
with  the  authoritative  power  of  a 
hufband,  than  the  philm  will  be  re- 
moved from  their  eyes,  and  they 
will  early  be  convinced  to  a  demon- 
ftration,  that  one  of  the  greateft  an* 
dpathies  of  nature  is  frozen  age, 
and  backfom,  joyous  youth. 

As  the  principal  intention  of  this 
preface  is  to  apologize  for  the  fol- 
lowing work,  fo  I  hope  its  author 
will  not  be  condemned,  becaufe  t>.e 
incidents  therein  contained  may  be 
faid  to  border  upon  what  is  called 
/tm?,  and  were  not  tranfacted  at  the 
court  end  of  the  town  ;  fince  I  the 
rather  chofe  to  relate  facts  as  they 
A  4  really 
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really  fell  to  my  obfervation,  than 
in  fuch  manner  I  might  wifh  them 
to  have  happened ;  and  therefore, 
as  truth  has  many  advantages  over 
mere  fidlion,  I  flatter  myfelf  that 
this  narrative,  km  as  it  is,  will  not 
be  unacceptable.  Not  but  I  am 
too  virell  convinced  that  it  has  many 
faults  which  will  call  for  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  difceming  reader ; 
but  as  the  curfe  of  fcribbling  never 
feized  me  before,  and  probably  ne« 
ver  will  again,  the  candid  and  ju- 
dicious will  readily  make  allowances 
for  the  tranfgreflions  of  a  young 
finner,  and,  with  the  temper  of  a 
primitive  critic,  where  they  cannot 
approve,  condemn  with  modera- 
tion. 

Hamilton  Murjiay. 
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CHAR     I. 

State  of  nature  at  my  producElion. — 
A  word  to  the  critics. — Some  ac- 
count of  my  birth  and  family.— 
Fall  under  the  guardianfliip  of  an 
uncle. — ^Delineation  of  him  and  my 
aunt. — Am  fent  to  a  country  board- 
ing-fchool,  and  initiated  in  the  myfte- 
lies  of  flogging  the  firft  day. 

^TSi^^Otwithstanding  my  pu- 
|T/  N  ^  blic  appearance  in  this  man- 
1bl$^M  ner  on  the  theatre  of  the 
world,  I  do  afllire  my  kind  readers,  that 
upon  the  moft  exadt  fcrutiny,  I  cannot 
YoL.L  B  find 
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find  any  of  thofe  extraordinary  occur- 
rences attending  my  birth,  as  are  fre- 
quently adopted  by  moft  adventurers 
who  intend  to  make  a  figure  in  print. 
The  moon  exhibited  the  ielf-(ame  gra- 
cious benignity  in  her  countenance  as 
now,  when  ihe  appears  to  our  organs  of 
perception  and  vifion  about  three  quar- 
ters old,  in  a  clear  flcy  and  ftar-light :  the 
tides,  as  tides  commonly  are  when  the 
nioon  is  of  the  before- mentioned  age; 
neither,  by  any  accounts,  do  I  hear,  that 
the  fea  overtopped  its  bounds,  or  old 
church-fteeples  faluted  the  ground,  at  the 
unmannerly  inftigation  of  a  foutherly  or 
a  north-weft  wind.  On  the  contrary, 
all  was  calm,  ferene,  and  mild;  and 
nature  in  the  fame  tranquility,  as  if  no 
fuch  perfon  had  been  introducing  on 
the  carpet :  fo  that  I  made  my  entry 
into  this  vale  of  tribulation  with  as 
little  eclat,  as  any  the  moft  fimple  clown. 
But,  that  I  may  not  entirely  deviate 
from  fo  long  eftabliflied  a  cuftom,  and 
thereby  draw  down  on  my  offending 

head 
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lead  the  awfiil  rcfcntincnt  of  fome  of 
•our  mercenary  critics,  let  me  relate  two 
very  common  and  fimple  phoenome- 
na,  which,  however  natural,  may  ftiU 
help  to  evade  the  anger  of  fo  tremendous 
a  fociety,  and  at  the  fame  time  keep  my- 
ielf  in  the  beaten  track  of  an  author ; 
viz.  that  1  had  no  fooner  launched 
from  the  dark  abyfs  of  conception, 
to  fight  my  paflage  through  a  wicked 
world,  and  thereby  make  a<5lual  fm 
fupply  the  place  of  original,  than  by 
repeated  exclamations  I  feemed  to  in- 
dicate my  fenfibility  of  quitting  a  very 
comfortable  fnug  birth  for  larger  quar- 
ters^ and  by  a  fucceflion  of  the  fame, 
gave  ample  demonftrations  of  not  be- 
ing over  and  above  delighted  with  the 
change.  But  when  the  ceremony  of 
baptifm  was  performing,  and  the  par« 
fon  began  to  bedew  my  face  with  wa- 
ter, I  could  not  help  teftifying  my  ab- 
horrence thereof,  as  if  I  had  divin'd 
it  would  not  be  the  laft  time,  by  many, 
of  my  being  aflaulted  by  that  unftable 
B  2  element^ 
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clement;   and  vhich  the  fequel  wil! 
prove  was  truly  verified. 

Having  thus  fatisfied  the  afoidaid 
Critics*,  and  thereby  convinced  the 
corporation  that  I  am  no  fiincher,  and 
fcorn  to  infringe  the  rules  laid  down  by 
fo  venerable  a  body,  I  proceed  to  ^ve 
fome  account  of  myfelf. — ^Khow.  then, 
that  I  was  bom  in  the  noble  and  re* 
nowned  city  of  Edinburgh,  the  metro- 
polis of  Scotland,  AnnoDemirii  1734, 
a  quarter  pall  one  in  the  morning,  the 

*  The  author,  upon  better  information  of  the 
proceedings  of  that  refpedable  body,  has  juft 
reafon  to  believe  that  having  no  connedUon,  ac- 
quaintance or  interefl  whatibever  with  any  of 
them  or  the  bookfellers  who  pay  them  their  weekly 
allowance,  that  the  above  expedient  will  have  no 
fort  of  weight  with  them.  And  that  had  he  the 
merits  of  a  Cervantes,  a  Fielding,  or  a  Smollet^ 
which  he  profefTes  not  to  have  a  tythe  of,  it  would 
not  fccurc  him  from  the  cenfureof  a  fet  of  men 
ib  influenced  and  fo  aHuming.  But  as  he  has  the 
fatisfatlion  of  knowing  that  his  betters  will  be 
conflrained  to  keep  him  company,  he  promifes 
them  that  he  will  moil  contentedly,  and  with  the 
c:)lm  ferenity  of  a  Stoic,  fit  down  under  the  weight 
of  their  fentence^  and  wifh  them  a  good  dinner. 

pole 
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pole  dcyated.  fifty-fix  degrees,  thirty 
minutes  5  Jiiercury  in  Virgo  poflefling 
the  twelfth  Kou^,  Venus  being  retro- 
gade  to  Leo,  ancl  in  fquare  of  Jupiter ; 
denoting  a  moft  falacious  diipofition, 
and  early  dedication  to  the  myfteries  of 
that  goddefs ;  together  with  a  bold  heart, 
generous  inclination,  and  fome  happy 
fcenes  intermixt  with  others  the  moft 
unfortunate. 

I  am  the  offspring  of  a  good  fa- 
mily in  the  forementioned  city,  which 
for  many  years  had  flourilhed  in  ec- 
clefiaftical  dignities:  by  which  means 
a  confiderable  fum  of  money,  that  for 
a  feries  of  time  had  been  gradually  in- 
creafing  thro*  the  frugal  management 
of  my  anceftors,  to  the  amount  of  fix 
thoufand  pounds,  defcended  to  me  and 
my  eldcft  brother,,  the  only  furviving 
branches  of  the  family,  at  the  death  of 
our  parents^  who  both  exchanged  this 
life  for  a  better,  leaving  us  under  the 
tuition  of  ah  uncle,  who  was  alfo  a  prin- 
cipal member  of  the  church  militant. 

B  3  At 
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At  this  jonfhire  he  was  bordering 
on  the  verge  of  his  fiftieth  year,  proudr 
fullen  and  avaricious  \  and  Tegarded  all 
men,  whom  providence  had  placed  in 
an  inferior  fphere  of  aftionr  as  ol^efb 
not  to  be  put  in  competition  widt  a 
perfon  of  his  dignity.  His  flamis  was 
iix  foot,  and  he  had  imbibed  a  peculiiv 
habit  of  ftooping,  very  probably  from 
his  extraordinary  attention  to  things  be- 
low; and  ib  firmly  were  his  cogitations 
rt>oted  on  pn-ifliable  things,  that  from 
the  moment  I  tame  under  his  care,  he 
put  on  a  pious  refolution  to  convert 
my  perfonals  into  the  channel  of  his 
own  coffers.  Tho'  \t  was  not  over  and 
above  liberal  to  any  poor  and  diftrciled 
objeft,  whom  he  was  always  fure  to 
threaten  with  the  houfe  of  correftion  in 
cafe  of  an  attack,  yet,  in  order  to  make 
fome  amends  for  this  trivial  omiflloo, 
he  took  all  opportunities  of  thundering 
out  the  virtues  of  charity  from  the  pul- 
pit, withal  exhorting  his  audience  to 
tdte  Angular  care  in  the  choice  of  the 

ob- 
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objeds  of  their  munificence;  fcveral 
idle  vagrants  abounding  in  the  country, 
who,  from  a  principle  of  lazinefs,  he  faid, 
rather  chofe  to  beg  than  work :  nay,  {o 
remarkably  nice  and  fcrupulous  was  he 
ifi  this  particular,  that  very  few  pence 
took  their  departure  from  his  pockets 
on  the  occafion  ;  and  a  beggar  was  as 
great  a  ftranger  at  his  unhofpitable 
gate,  as  homely  fare  at  his  table.  Yet 
this  fandified  piece  of  formality  found 
means  to  procure  the  charadler  of  a 
very  aWe  preacher,  and  alfo  to  deceive 
my  deceafed  father  into  an  opinion  of 
his  honeft  and  difintcrefled  behaviour  ; 
for  on  thefe  occafions,  by  relaxing  his 
features  to  their  utmoft  longitude,  and 
a  canting  tone  that  was  truly  prefbyte- 
rian,  he  did  not  fail  of  having  due  in- 
fluence on  all  the  old  women  in  the 
parifh,  whofe  blubbering  eyes  demon - 
ftrated  the  fatisfaftion  they  conceived 
in  his  pious  ejaculations  of  laying  up 
treafures  in  heaven  5  while  in  all  proba- 
krility  he  was  himfelf  confidering  the 
B  4  like- 
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likelieft  fiiechod  to  place  out  money  on 
a  mortgage,  at  fach  intereft  as  IhooU 
•not  hal  to  over-run  the  principal  b  a 

few  yeai%.* ^The  fpoufeof  this  holy 

teachxir  had,  by  the  eSeft  of  good  tir- 
ing, enlarged  her  peribri  to  a  fize-fe  tm* 
wieldy  and  enormous  as  is  fcarce  cre- 
dible, the  circumference  of  wycb  I 
found,  by  an  accurate  menfuratkm  of 
~her  ftays,  to  be  two  yards  three  quai^ 
ters,  wanting  feven  eighths  of  an  indi : 
and  fo  much  were  her  whole  faculties 
immerfed  in  the  unreftrained  indulgence 
of  Epicurean  pleafures,  that  Ihc  feemed 
to  pay  very  litde  regard  to  the  repeated 
doarincs  of  felf-denial,  which  her  go- 
vernor ufed  to  enforce  with  an  emphafis 
litde  fhort  of  abfolute  command.  And 
it  feems  the  good  man,  by  the  extras 
ordinary  increafe  of  his  rib,  had  the 
mortification  to  fee  himfelf  excluded 
from  all  farther  communication  with 
her  outward  woman :  and  really  her  la- 
titude and  longitude  correfponded  in 
fo  loving  a  manner,  as  to  bear  the  fame 

pro- 
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proportion  that  thefe  degrees  of  com- 
prchenfion  exhibit  on  the  equator,  while 
her  face  refembled  a  fouth-eaft  moon  in 
a  gale  of  wind,  three  quarters  old  •,  with 
the  addition  of  fuch  a  ponderous  chin, 
as,  for  matter  of  fubftance,  might  have 
made  a  reafonable  difh  of  lab-fcous  to 
a  man  of  war^s  barge-crew. 

"■-■** 
Whether  it  was  owing  to  the  natural 
turn  of  our  tempers,  which  at  this  time 
began  to  manifeft  themfelves  in  my 
brpther  and  me  in  a  feries  of  boyifh 
tricks  and  amufements,  which  in  Eng- 
land would  be  looked  upon  as  fo  many 
/allies  of  a  pregnant  wit  and  lively  ima- 
gination, but  in  that  pure  and  fanclified 
fpot  are  efteemed  the  early  dawnings  of 
a  vicious  habit  5  or  whether,  which  is 
more  probable,  my  uncle  could  not 
brook  the  fight  of  two  fuch  obftacles 
betwixt  himfclf  and  his  darling  mam- 
mon, I  cannot  fayj  but  we  had  not 
been  three  months  in  the  family,  be- 
fore he  fent  my  brother  to  fea  under 
B  5  the 
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the  dircdion  of  his  brother-in-law,  who 
then  commanded  a  floop  of  war  on  the 
northern  ftadon,  and  contented  himlelf - 
for  the  preient  by  (ending  me  to  a  coun«^ 
try  boarding-fchooU  with  the  mafitr 
of  which  he  had  great  fway»>on  ac-^ 
count  of  lus  having  been  placed  there 
by  his  particular  intereft  and  recom- 
mendation. —Accordingly  in  a  few  day» 
I  was  pack'd  off,  bag  and  baggage,  and 
on  my  arrival  in  the  country,  could 
not  help  making  many  mortifying 
comparifons  between  my  prefent  ficua- 
tion  and  my  former  happy  ftate  under 
the  influence  of  my  mother  ;  which 
were  confiderably  increafed  upon  being 
fummoned  to  breakfaft  the  next  morn- 
ing, when,  inflead  of  a  falutary  di(h  of 
tea  or  coffee,  and  feme  hot  roll  and 
butter,  to  which  I  had  been  hitherto 
accuftomed,  a  ponderous  bowl  of  lob- 
berdominion,  compofed  of  oat -meal 
and  (horn -down  cabbages,  was  fet  upon 
the  table,  and  furrounded  by  my  fel- 
low-boarders,  who  devoured  it  with  as 

much 
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much  eagerneis,  as  if  it  had  been  the 
moft  delicate  viands  that  are  to  be  found 
at  Guildhall  on  a  Lord-mayor's  day. 
For  my  part,  notwithftanding  my  ut- 
moft  effbrts  to  the  contrary,  I  could 
not  conceal  my  chagrin  on  the  occa- 
£on;  but  throwing  afide  my  fpooti, 
gave  wayto  the  anguifh  that  opprcfled 
my  ix3ibm,  in  a  plentiful  ihower  of 
tears.  During  the  courfe  of  this-diftil- 
lation,  my  mafter  entered,  and  per- 
ceiving me  at  the  above  exercife,  ex- 
claimed in  an  exafperated  tone  of  voice, 
^  So,   young  man,    I  find  you  want 

*  fome  mother's  milk  fqucezed  out  of 
^  your  nofe,  and  are  lamenting  the  lofs 

*  of  your  wilhy-waftiy  tea ;  but  an  ac- 

*  quaintance  with    my    gibbons    will 

*  teach  you  not  to  defpife  wholefome 

*  food,  and  fet  up  your  piping  here.*  So 
faying,  he  feized  me  by  the  throat,  as  a 
hungry  wolf  does  a  trembling  lamb, 
and  dragging  me  to  a  defk  hard  by, 
imprinted  fuch  a  leflbn  of  obedience 
and  rcfignation  on  my  pofteriors,  as  re- 
mained 
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mained  in  pretty  vifible  chira£teta  Ibr 
near  a  month,  which  had  fuch  an  efieft 
on  me,  that  I  took  care  to  conceal 
whatever  difpleafed  me  ever  after.-— 
What  this  difpenler  of  ftripes  meant 
by  his  gibbons,  was  a  leathern  thongs 
fplit  in  two  places,  and  about  eighteen 
inches  in  length,  which  be  generally 
carried  in  his  pocket,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  corre&ing  his  fcholars,  and 
which  he  frequently  ftecpM  in  ftale  urine, 
in  order  to  its  having  the  more  in- 
fluence on  their  buttocks.— Being  now 
thoroughly  inftituted  in  the  myfteries 
of  the  gibbons,  we  kept  up  a  pretty 
tolerable  correfpondence  together  for 
fome  time^  till  by  the  frequency  of  our 
intercourfe,  it  began  to  have  no  more 
efFeft  on  my  well-difciplined  buff,  than 
a  fly  would  have  on  the  back  of  a 
camel,  or  a  cock-roach  on  a  corn-field ; 
and  at  the  end  of  nine  months  time,  I 
congratulated  myfelf  with  great  joy,  on 
my  utter  infenfibility  to  its  farther  in- 
flnuations. 

CHAP. 
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1  make  great  progrefs  in  the  clafHckSy 
and  am  conftituted  cenfor  of  the 
fchool.— Carry  my  authority  with  a 
high  hand,  which  brings  on  a  con- 
ipiracy  againft  me. — ^They  cffcd  my 
difgrace  with  the  preceptor. — I  am 
difcarded  my  pod  with  infamy. 

DURING  all  this  time,  from  a 
principle  of  felf-pridc,  left  my 
comrades  (hould  get  before  me  in  the 
article  of  learning,  I  applied  myfelf 
with  great  diligence  to  my  book,  and 
in  twelve  months  more  had  made  con^ 
fiderable  progrefs  in  the  claflicks ;  fo 
that  I  had  now  leifure  to  make  feveral 
obfervations  on  the  ftate  of  our  family, 
which  an  inordinate  attention  to  my 
ftudies  hitherto  had  occafioned  me  part- 
ly to  overlook.  It  confifted  of  my 
mafter,  his  wife  and  daughter,  feveral 
men  and  women  fervants,  twenty  gentle- 
men's 


men^s  Ions  in  quality  of  boardasy  tnd 
a  very  handibme  gkl,  who  was  nieoe. 
to  my  mafter,   and  of  whom  I  tbt& 
have  occafion  to  fpeak  more  hereafter* 
Mr. — -  whom,^  reaibns  of  ftaib»  I 
jhall  hereafter  diftingoifh  l)y  the  name 
of  Syittax,  was  tunrednif  fift)^  «iid 
profefled  the  moft  rigid  prdbymiaa 
principles :  he  was  mordle,.  prood  iand 
revengeful;  and  when  attacked -widi  a 
fit  of  the  gout,  to  the  tyranny  of  which 
he  was  frequently  fubjeft,  he  raged  like 
a  lion  in  the  toils,  which  was  as  fure  a 
fign  to  his  fcholars  of  a  general  flogging, 
as  Muley  Abdallah,  emperor  of  Fez,  was 
to  his  infatuated  fubjeds  of  fome  difmal 
carnage,  when  he  arrayed  himfelf  in  his 
bloody- colour'd  robes.     His  wife  was 
what  is  commonly  termed  a  good  fore 
of  a  woman,  and  made  us  fome  amends 
by  the  afFablenefs  of  her  difpofition  and 
fweetnefs  of  her  temper,  for  the  rough 
ufage  we  generally  received  from  the 
furly  hands  of  our  governor,  who,  be- 
fidcs  the  profits  he  drew  from  his  fchool, 

received 
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leceived  alfo  no  inconfiderable  addition 
to  his  finances,  byading  the  part  of 
clerk  to  the  parifh ;  and  on  Sundays 
would  chant  forth  the  melodious  tranfla- 
dons  of  Stemhold  and  Hopkins  with 
Ibch  feeling  energy,  as  fully  demon- 
ftrated  the  fatisfaftion  he  conceived  in 
difplaying  the  remarkable  ftrength  of 
bis  lungs  at  thofe  years.  As  for  his 
daughter,  Ihe  was  remarkable  for  no- 
thing fo  much  as  ibr  her  pious  refigna- 
tion  to  the  will  of  her  father,  who  every 
now  and  then  would  inflid  fomc  whole- 
fome  difcipline  on  her  brawn  forthfe 
good  of  her  inward  woman ;  the  which 
(he  bore  with  all  the  marks  of  be- 
coming fubmiffion. 

I  had  now  advanced  greatly  in  my 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  tongue,  and 
could  read  the  mofl:  difficult  authors 
with  the  utmoft  freedom  and  eafe; 
which  fo  ingratiated  me  with  old  Syn- 
tax, that  I  bore  the  chief  place  in  his 
good  graces,  and  was  in  a  fhort  time 

ad- 


Gegrees  at  the  univ^ 
bufinefs  to  read  pra 
portion  out  talks  to 
claiTes,   and  infpedt 
the  whole  communit 
indolence  or  inattcn 
dies,  I  might  acquai 
fame;,   who,  in  fuch 
rung  fuch  a  peal  on  th 
the  found  of  it  feenji 
their  ears  for  a  month  i 
from  my  frequent  obft 
behaviour,  and  the  re 
made,    I  had  reafon  to 
the  delight  he  took  ii 
could  proceed  from  n 
an  extremity  of  cruelty 
of  difpofition 
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bout,  that  he  took  no  pleafure  in  the 
puniihment  of  an  ofiender;   his  eyes 
plainly  gave  his  tongue  the  ]ie»  by 
their  double  increafe  of  vivacity  on  the 
occafion.    And  for  my  own  part,    I 
was  fo  elevated  at  the  refped  the  infe- 
rior icholars  paid  me  in  my  new  fta- 
tion,  that  before  one  month  was  ex- 
pired, there  was  not  a  fingle  boy  of  them 
but  had  undergone  a  tripple  chaftile- 
ment  at  my  particular  infligation  \  and 
fo  rapacioufly  did  I  proceed  in  the  exe- 
cuiion  of  my  office,  that  I  became  an 
objeft  of  hatred  to  the  whole  fchool : 
and  it  was  their  unanimous  opinion, 
that  unlefs  they  could  cffcft  my  dif- 
grace  with  the  preceptor,  there  would  be 
no  flaying  there   any   longer.      Ac* 
cordingly,  they  devoted  their  leifure- 
hours  to  the  fearching  out  for  expedients, 
to  bring  about  their  intended  purpofe, 
and  at  laft  hit  upon  the  following.  There 
was  at  this  time  at  our  fchool  a  young 
lad    whofe  father  was  a  confiderable 
farmer  in   the   neighbourhood,    who 

every 
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evciy  now  tfld  Aen  fBicfe  Symaz  t  p^^ 
lent  cS  a  tiew  {dottgli^fliftre,  nd  fimie^ 
times  a  dotzeh  or  two  oif  oipoiiSy  is  or^ 
der  to  fac  {kfourabk  lo  hit  fon  WiD^- 
whom  he  defigned  for  the  cbuidi»  and. 
looked  upon  as  a  youth  cS  a  v^cry  pro* 
miling  genius.   This  behaviour  did  noC' 
fail  of  having  due  i^eight  ^th  a  man 
of  my  maflo^s  diQ>ofition9    w))o  ac- 
cordingly promifed  tojexert  his  utmoft 
endeavours  to  make  Will  a  fini(h!d 
fcholar,   tho*  nature  had  denied  him 
talents  adapted  to  fuch  an  underukingi 
and  fumifhed  him  with  brains  caft  in 
the  mould  of  a  ploughman,  for  which 
Ihe  had  originaHy  defigned  him.   Tim 
booby,    by  mecr  dint  of  diurnal  and 
noAurnal  application,  had  advanced  fo 
far  in  chfTical  pretenfions,  as  to  have 
•got  into  Ca?far's  commentaries;    but 
whether  owing  to  the  pedagogue's  im- 
patience in  hurrying  him  to  read  authors 
before  he  undcrflood  the  firft  principles 
of  the  language  in  :which  they  were 
wrote,   or  that  fuch  intenfe  ftudy  was 

not 
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not  calculated  for  the  meridian  of  his 
fluggUh  intelle£ts,  is  uncertain :  but  fb 
it  was,  that  his  dige(Hve  faculties  were 
by  no  means  equal  to  the  quantity  of 
Latin  he  daily  fwallowed ;  and  in  fpite 
of  all  the  mafter^s  endeavours  to  the 
contrary,  he  knew  no  more  of  the  prin* 
cipies  of  that  polite  tongue,  than  a  cow 
does  of  a  fign-poft.  But  to  return : 
him  dicy  accordingly  pitched  uponta 
cffeft  my  di%race  •,  having,  fumilhed 
him  with  inftruftions  to  challenge  me 
to  a  fingle  combat  the  firft  time  I  Ihould 
take  the  liberty  to  reprimand  him  for 
iicgfigcnce  or  inattention ;  in  which 
caie,  whether  he  came  off  conqueror  err 
not,  it  would  ^Cver  the  fame  lend,  as 
the  mafter  would  certainly  take  the  part 
of  his  favourite,  to  the  difcharging  rab 
ftom  the  executive  part  of  a  cenfor, 
and  compliment  me  with  a  good  drub- 
bing to  boot.  This  defign  he  foon  af- 
ter put  in  execution  >  in  confequcncc 
of  which  I  dealt  him  fuch  a  confounded 
blow  in  the  diops,  as  quickly  diflodged 

three 
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The  pedagogue,  who  \ 
way  off,  alarmed  at  this  c 
ran  with  the  utmoft  hade 
of  battle,  and  perceiving 
in  fo  bloody  a  condition, 
with  rage,  ^nd  demanded 
choaked  with  fury^  who 
dared  to  ufe  the  boy  in  t 
under  his  roof?    when  ui 
from  all  hands  that  I  wa 
quent,  he  flew  at  me  with  t 
tyger,  and  endeavoured  to 
a  defk  often  appropriated  t« 
pofes,    in  order  to  enjoy 
more  unmolefted.     But  I  j 
underfl-<>*^'^     • 


ef  Hamilton  MuRRAir.    ai 

he  intended  me.     This  he  took  as  a 

moft  heinous  aggravation  of  my  crime, 

and  calling  together  half  a  dozen  of 

the  ftouteft  boys  to  his  afliftance,  I  was 

foon  overpowered,   and   bound  to  the 

whipping-poft,    where  I  underwent  a 

moft  fevere  lafhing,  to  the  extreme  joy 

of  the  whole  community,    fo  cordially 

was  I  beloved  by  them^   tho*  neither 

my  matter,   or  thofe  that  aflifted  him 

in  my  puniflmient,  had  much  reafon  in 

the  end  to  congratulate  themfelves  upon 

the  viftory  they  had  obtained  over  me, 

for  I  fo  annoyed  my  adverfaries  by  a 

dexterous  management  of  my  feet,  that 

fonw  of  them  had  reafon  to  remember 

them    a  confiderable  time  after.     As 

for  Syntax,  I  found  means  to  harrafs 

him  fo  efFe6tually  in  thofe  parts,  where 

the  gout,  his  conftant  companion,  took 

up  its  refidence,  that  I  obliged  him  to 

hobble  off  the  premiiTes  as  faft  as  his 

feet  would  let  him,  roaring  all  the  way 

like  a  town-bull, 

CHAP. 
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By  ihe  afliflance  of  an  acquaintance 
I  accompIUh  a  fingular  piece  of  di* 
verfion onnijr  mafter,  and  make  him 
ridiculou3  dirough  the  Miiholepaiifh.  . 

BEING  thus  once  more  on  a  level 
with  thofe  over  whom  I  had  but  a 
little  before  carried  my  authority  in  fo 
high  a  manner,  I  bore  my  reftraint  but 
irkfomely,  and  refolved  the  firft  oppor- 
tunity to  do  this  tanner  of  hides  fuch  a 
piece  of  fervice,  as  Ihould  in  fome  mea- 
fure  retaliate  his  late  favours.  One  day, 
being  the  anniverfary  of  his  birth,  he 
refolved  to  entertain  fome  neighbours 
over  a  bottle  extraordinary,  and  which 
was  always  referved  for  fome  fuch  re- 
markable occalion  *,  in  confequence 
whereof  Mr.  Tickletext  the  paftor, 
Mr.  Sweepdefk  the  churchwarden,  and 
Mr.  Swagbelly  a  neighbouring  farmer, 
were  invited.    I  was  apprifed  of  this 

fome 
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firnie  time  before,  and  refolvednot  ta 
let  flip  {q  favourable  an  opportunity,  to 
eficA  my  long*intended  purpofe.  I 
communicated  my  defign  to  a  young 
fellow,  whofe  name  was  Dick  Savage, 
an  apothecary V  'prentice  hard  by,  who 
was  tranfported  at  this  rare  opportunity, 
to  exert  hi^  natural  talents,  always  prone 
to  mifchief,  and  in  concert,  we  pro- 
jefled  fuch  a  notable  piece  of  revenge 
as  might  have  done  credit  to  older 
heads.  On  the  night  of  the  entertain- 
ment, we  found  means  to  convey  our- 
felves  into  the  room  a  little  before  the 
company  arrived,  when  Dick  drew  upon 
the  wainfcoat  various  figures  and  cha- 
rafters  in  liquid  phofphorus  ;  whilft  I 
took  an  opportunity  to  prefs  into  the 
bottom  of  their  tobacco  pipes  a  fmall 
quantity  of  moiftened  gunpowder. 

Being  all  featcd,  the  tables  furniflied 
with  various  edibles,  and  their  hearts 
replete  with  joy,  they  began  to  tofs  the 
can   about   with    furprizing  velocity, 

while 
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while  the  vibration  of  their  undttP-j«w 
Tcprdented  the  idea  of  perpetual  ttP- 
tion.    At  laft,    the  viftuak  ^jwicie- 
moved,  the  pipes  lighted,  and  fc  voy 
curious  difcourfe  fet  on  foot  about  die 
nature  of  lights  and  colours)   fioB 
uriience,.  by  a  truifiriofr'iia  vayk  lu- 
cbmnKm,   they  deicended  to  txaaaac 
the  origin  of  Cain's  mark,  and  the  com* 
pleftion  of  blacks  in  the  Weft-Indict  * 
and  Tickletext  was  in  the  mklft  of  a 
very  learned  and  elaborate  harangue 
on  that  fubjedt,  when  the  fiery  clement 
in  their  pipes  approaching  too  near  the 
confines  of  the  gunpowder,  which  was 
by  no  means  difpofed  to  brook  fo  near 
an  alliance  •,   the  explofion  was  univer- 
fal,  whilft  the  tables,  chairs,  and  all 
the  materials  thereon  contained,   now 
tumbled  about  the  room  in  moft  tu- 
multuous diforder.     During  this  fcene, 
while  all  was  dark,  and  the  dons  in 
wonderful  agitation  at  the  Angularity 
of  fo  ftrange  an  event,  Dick,  who  had 
taken  care  to  difguife  himfelf,  as  I  had 

alfo 
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aUb  done,  fuddenly  ftept  into  the  room 
aod  fet  fire  to  the  pholphorus,  which 
mftantly  conveyed  to  the  aftonifhed  op* 
ticks  of  the  company  thefe  charafters 
iji  liquid  flame :  "  You  are  all  damn'd 
"  for  this  unfcemly  prophanation." 

Confounded  beyond  meafure  at  fo  un- 
accountable a  phaenomenon,  the  apart- 
ment refounded  with  hollow  groans, 
which  were  confiderably  augmented  by 
the  application  <rf  our  feet  to  the  fe- 

•  veral  trunks  of  theproftrate  individuals, 
more  efpecially  of  Syntax's,  which  we 
belaboured  io  heartily,  that  in  the  ex- 
tremity of  anguilh  he  roared  like  a 
criminal  on  the  rack ;  and  by  his  fu- 
perior  exclamations  and  ftrength  of 
lungs,  foon  brought  the  whole  family 
to  the  place  of  action,  but  not  before 
Dick  had  made  his  efcape,  and  I  had 

.  thrown  a  large  quantity  of  brimftone 

into  the  fire,  by  way  of  heightening  the 

folemnity.      As  it  was  impoflible  for 

them  to  enterudn  the  lead  thought  of 

Vol.  I.  C  being 
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being  ferved  this  trick  by  any  thing  hu- 
man,  fo  on  the  firft  approach  of  lighc 
it  was  actual ly  die  moft  diverting  fight 
in  nature  to  pcrcdvc  fo  ludicrous  an 
appearance  as  now  prefented  itfelf  to 
the  aftonilhed  eyes  of  the  fpeftators, 
who  were  all  confounded  beyond  mea* 
fure  at  the  occafion  of  fo  extraordinary 
an  event ;  nor  did  the  fmell  of  brim- 
ftone,  wliich  ftill  raged  with  great  vio- 
lencCt  difpel  their  apprehenfions  of  ftiil 
being  under  the  fame  roof  with  the 
devil. 

After  fomc  time,  my  matter  reco- 
vered himfelf  fo  far  as  to  pronounce  in 
a  hollow  tone,  "  We  are  all  dr--n*d! " 
which  was  inftantly  aflented  to  by  the; 
affrighted  paftor,  who  had  not  as  yet 
recovered  his  faculties  of  perception^,  bgr 
the  word,  *'  Amen !  **  while  the  bowds 
of  Swagbelly,  unufed  to  fuch  rude  m- 
fults.as  they  had  fufhuned  in  the  lace 
fhock,  and  in  a  ftate  of  univerfal  re- 
laxation, founded  their  accord  to  the 

fore- 
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forgoing  comment,  in  a  voice  peculiar 
to  themfelves,  attended  by  i^  copious  a 
difcharge  of  effluvia,  as  quickly  fup* 
plied  the  place  of  the  brimftone,  widi 
a  icent  not  quite  io  piercing,  but  alto- 
gether as  dif^reeable. 

At  this  jundure  it  is  impoflible  to 
defcribe  the  various  phsenomena  that 
appeared  upon  their  countenances  in  a 
fucceflion  of  ghaftly  reprefentations, 
which  conveyed  to  my  imagination  the 
condition  of  the  damned  as  defcribed 
by  Milton ;  while  the  whitenefs  of  their 
complexions  out-rivalled  the  (hrowd  of 
a  fleeting  ghoft  at  moort^^light.  Nay, 
fi>  confounded  were  they,  upon  a  tho- 
rough recollcftion  of  the  hand-writing 
on  the  wainfcot,  and  the  difmal  cx- 
plofion  of  fulphurous  matter  which  ftill 
founded  in  their  ears,  and  alfo  gave 
dicir  olfaftory  organs  no  fmall  uneafi- 
nefs,  that  they  concluded  they  were 
haunted  by  the  devil ;  and  refolved  not 
to  expofe  themfelves  to  his  farther  ma- 
C  2  china^^ 
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chinations  by  going  home  that  night, 
but  remain  in  conftant  prayer  till  morn- 
ing :  at  the  fame  time  ftridly  charging 
the  whole  family  to  be  extremely  Glcnt 
in  regard  to  the  late  affair  j  which, 
however,  Dick  found  means  to  propa-^ 
gate,  with  many  aggravating  circum- 
ftances  through  all  the  parifli,  to  the 
no  fmall  confuGon  of  the  principals 
concerned. 

In  the  morning,  underftanding  that 
my  matter  intended  to  accompany  his 
guefts  part  of  the  way  home,  I  took 
occafion  to  ftep  unperceivcd  into  the 
ftable,  and  juft  before  their  departure, 
befmeared  the  pofteriors  of  their  horict 
under  the  tails  with  fome  turpentine, 
which  I  had  procured  for  that  purpofe. 
They  had  no  fooner  mounted  than  the 
pedagogue,  imputing  the  fkittifhnefs  of 
his  horfe  to  the  abundance  of  his  mettle, 
humoured  his  prances  for  fome  time,  to 
give  his  neighbours  an  opportunity  of 
commending  his  horfemanfliip  ^  but  at 

laft. 
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laft,  the  fiery  fteed,  not  digefting  his 
bum-poflet  kindly,  reared  his  hinder- 
legs  to  a  ftupendous  heighth,  and  dif- 
mourned  his  rider  by  a  method  ra- 
ther too  precipitate  for  his  gouty  fup^ 
porters  •,  while  his  jolly  vifiters,  without 
the  ceremony  of  "  Good  by  t'  ye, " 
fcampered  off  at  a  furious  rate,  imagin- 
ing ten  thoufand  devils  at  their  heels  ; 
and  before  they  reached  home,  had  all  of 
them,  to  a  man,  undergone  the  necelTary 
operation  of  cold  bathing  in  fome  ponds 
contiguous  to  the  highway  ;  a  circum- 
ftance  admirably  adapted  for  the  more 
effeftually  bracing  up  their  relaxed  fo- 
lids,  fo  miferably  weakened  by  their  late 
fright.  In  the  mean  time  old  Syntax, 
in  confequence  of  his  fall,  was  obliged 
to  betake  himfelf  to  his  bed,  which  he 
kept  for  a  month  afterwards,  to  the 
great  joy  of  myfelf  and  all  his  depen- 
dants. 


C  3  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    IV. 

The  defires  of  youth  grow  ftrong  upon 
me* — 1  fall  in  love  with  my  mafter*s 
niece. — Commence  a  very  interefting 
amour,  and  carry  on  a  midnight 
correipondence. 

THE  completion  of  this  adven- 
ture, fo  much  to  my  fatisfaftiofi^ 
made  me  look  upoa  myfelf  in  a  much 
higher  light  than  ever :  I  began  to  fancy 
myfelf  more  of  a  man  than  any  boy  of 
my  age  in  the  fchool,  and  fuppoited 
my  pretenfions  to  that  charat^tr   bf 
fome  natural  acquirements  which    as 
yet  appeared  upon  none  other  of  my 
cotemporaries*     My  chin  was  graced 
with  a  few  downjr  hairs,  which  I  fond- 
ly dignified  with  the  name  of  beard  i 
my  voice  was  altering  to  a  graver  toiler, 
my  mufcular  ftrength  was  greatly  aug- 
mented, and  a  more  fprightly  comport^ 
ment  accompanied  my  whole  indivi- 
dual 
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dual.    I  was  alfo  confiderabljr  advanced 
in  my  fixteenth  year,    and  from  the 
healthy  fituation  of  the  country,   the 
cxcrcifcs  of  riding,  and  other  rural  di- 
vcrfions,  of  which  I  was  particularly 
fond,  had  imbibed  a    large  fhare  of 
ftrcngth  iand  fpirits,  fo  that  it  is  not  at 
all  furprizing,  that  even  at  this  early  age 
my  bofom  became  fufceptible  of  fcnfa- 
tions,  of  a  nature  far  more  interefting 
than  any  boyifh  amufements  I  had  hi- 
therto   been  acquainted  with ;    while 
my  ripening  conftitution  began  to  dif- 
play  very  evident  tokens  of  approaching 
manhood,  by  the  fuggeftion  of  certain 
longing  defires  and  pantings  after  fome- 
what,  I  was  fully  convinced  muft  be 
very  eflenttal  to  my  happinefs.     That 
woman,  lovely  woman !  was  the  appa- 
rent caufe  of  this,   there  was  no  room 
to    doubt  ;    for    upon  the  leaft   ap- 
proach of  that  divine  fex,  my  foul  was 
inftantly  in  arms,  my  heart  dilated  with 
the  moft  rapturous  fenfations,  and  every 
nerve  beat  high  with  tenfold  vigour. 

C  4  I  have 
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I  have  already  obfcrved,  that  therfi 
was  in  our  family  a  young  girl,  a  near 
relation  of  my  mafter*s  wife,  whom 
'hitherto  I  had  taken  very  little  no- 
tice of,  but  of  late  began  to  regard 
with  peculiar  attention,  and  fancied  I 
perceiv^ed  numberlefs  charms  in  her 
every  word  and  gefture.  She  was  in- 
deed a  very  handfome  girl,  tall  and 
weU  ihaped,  and  had  fuch  an  air  of 
fweetnefs  and  fimplicity  diffufed  in  her 
lovely  countenance,  as  were  extremely 
captivating,  and  prejudiced  every  be- 
holder in  her  favour  at  firfl:  fight  :  no 
wonder  then  that  my  natural  defires 
and  warmth  of  blood  r^ed  her  \n  mf 
imagination  to  the  moft  perfed  of  ho* 
fex,  and  heightened  ray  adoration  of 
her  to  a  degree  little  fhort  of  cnthufi- 
allic  rapture.  I  was  fo  taken  up  in  the 
contemplation  of  her  beauties,  that  I 
entirely  relinquilhed  all  puerile  amufc- 
ments,  and  from  a  thoughtlefs  giddy 
youth  became  a  pcrfeft  mope,  and 
moved  about  as  it  were  merely  mecha- 
nical. 
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nkaL  My  charming  Sukcy  Patterfon 
now  ingroflcd  my  whole  attention  •,  and 
when  I  was  denied  the  pleafure  of  her 
company  and  converfation  by  any  un- 
timely interruption,  I  was  perpetually 
uneafy,  and  longed  for  the  happy  op- 
portunity to  tell  her  how  much  I  ad'- 
mircd  her.  The  lovely  girl  foon  per- 
ceived my  attachment,  and  repaid  my 
ainduity  to  pleafe  her,  by  every  inno- 
cent endearment  in  her  power,  and  I 
foon  perceived  with  unexprcflible  plea- 
fure, that  her  fenuments  were  as  tender 
in  regard  to  me,,  as  mine  could  be  to 
her.  As  yet  we  had  been  as  free  in 
point  of  any  criminal  indulgence  as  the 
child  unborn  :  but  as  the  poet  foine- 
where  oblerves,  "  Nature  is  nature, 
*'  let  the  wife  fay  what  they  will  \  '* 
it  is  next  to  impoflible,  that  two  young 
people  of  different  fexes,  and  warm 
complexions,  whofe  boiling  veins  call 
loudly  for  enjoyment,  can  long  be  re- 
ftrained  within  the  bounds  of  celibacy, 
and  content  themfelves  in  tailing,  tlic 
C  5  re- 
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is  not  to  be  expcxaed  but  things  were 
ripening  very  faft  to  a  favourable 
crifis. 

Fall  fixteen  Aiminefs  theti  kad  ctown^dmy 

)roathy 
With  teeming  health  o'erftowing^  gay  deiire> 
And  twenty  dioafaad  little  Cvpids  play*d 
In  wanton  whifpers  roand  my  melting  heart. 
Each  tubrous  nerve,  big  with  the  fwelling  tide 
or  ripening  m^hood,  to  my  foul  convcy'd 
Strange  wifhes ;  while  the  channels  of  my  blood 
Expanded  wide,  to  let  the  dewy  (Iream 
Of  thrilling  joy  in  liquid  rills  defcend. 

As  for  Sukey,  (he  was  at  that  period 
of  life,  when  the  god  of  love  difplays 
his  pleafing  influence  on  virgin  hearts, 
and  the  flyttering  imagination  teems 
with  rapturous  delufions.  But  having 
thus  illuftrated  my  own  feelings  at  fuch 
a  crifis,  by. giving  fome  indifferent  verfes 
'  of  my  own^  I  fhall  endeavour  to  make  the 
reader  fome  amends  by  prefenting  him 
with  a  paflfage  from  Thomfon's  feafons, 
admirably  adapted  to  the  cafe  of  mylove- 
ly  fair  one  in  a  very  interefting  fituation. 

Now 
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rnow  froin  her  Tiipn  ciibck  ft  freiDBr  noos 
ShooC8,lefs  tndlefsytbe  live  caniatio»soaiL 
Her  lipt  Uuih  deeper  fwectt ;  tbc  Uicihetrf 

yooth  : 
The  fluning  moiflsre  fwdb  ia»  her  cjct 
In  brighter  flow ;  her  wHhing  bofem  Iwtvci 
With  paljptitioni  wild ;  kwd  tomiiltt  C^ 
Her  vtinM,  aad  all  her  TiUding  fiwl  it  lovCi 

But,  notwithflaiufing  IHad  pfied  my 
Sukey  incdiantly  foribme  time  with  all 
my  artillery  of  love,  yet  I  could  never 
bring  her  to  confcnt  to  fo  clofe  a  cor- 
relpondence  as  I  could  have  wifhed  -,  rill 
one  time,  taking  a  walk  together,  and 
enjoying  the  delightful  pleafures  of  a 
fummer's  evening,  I  played  my  part 
fo  well,  that  love  and  inclination  getting 
the  better  of  all  her  timorous  apprehen- 
fions,  I  took  the  advantage  of  the  cri- 
tical minute,  and  tailed  in  her  lovely 
arms  thofe  joys  that  baffle  all  defcrip- 
tion,  and  of  which  the  unexperienced 
can  have  but  a  very  faint  idea.  The 
fcene  of  our  joys  was  a  neighbouring 
corn-field,  where  a  thoufand  ears  were 

wit- 
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vkneTs  to  our  mutual  raptures:  but 
iuch  a  place  being  very  unfit  to  piofe- 
cute  our  future  loves  in,  we  agreed  to 
coofult  upon  another  at  our  next  meet- 
ings and  go  home  different  ways  £3r 
fear  of  creating  fufpicion ;  and  after  a 
repetition  of  the  former  dalliance,  in 
which  it  fhall  fuffice  to  fay,  we  expe* 
nenced  the  mod  ecftatic  delights^,  we 
parted  for  that  time,  highly  fatisfied  at 
the  favourable  iffue  of  our  afternoon's 
ramble.  For  my  own  part^  Iwasfo 
captivated  with  the  joys  I  had  tailed, 
and  fo  taken  up  in  projeding  means  to 
carry  on  the  fame  charming  intercourfcj 
that  I  paid  very  litde  attention  to  any 
thing  befides ;  and  never  ceafed,  till  I 
had  fairly  laid  a  rational  fcheme  for  put- 
dng  the  fame  into  execution. 

The  bed-chamber  where  we  boarders 
lay  was  always  locked  up  at  bed-time 
by  the  pedagogue  5  which  precaution 
had  arofe  from  fome  of  them  formerly 
going  out  in  the  night,  and  ravaging  a 

neigh- 
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neighbouring  gentleman's  orchard  \  the 
doors  were  for  this  reafon  always  fe- 
cured  precifely  at  ten,    to  prevent  fuch 
excurfions  for  the  future.     This  cham- 
ber was  only  feparated  from  the  public 
fchool  by  a  thin  partition,  becwixt  which 
there  had  formerly  been  a  commnmcfL- 
tion  by  the  help  of  a  door- way,  which 
from  feme  late  repairs  had  long  been 
locked  up  as  ufelefs.     But  love   foort 
made  me  take  notice  of  this  thorough* 
fare,  which  I  had  never  before  obferved^ 
and  to  endeavour  to  convert  it  €0  my 
own  advantage.  I  prudently  concludedi 
that  if  I  could  but  fall  upon  a  method 
to  have  the  command  of  this  paflage^  it 
would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  find  my 
way  through  a  window  in  the  fchool, 
and   at    no  great  diftance   from    the 
ground,  to  the  arms  of  my  miftrefs, 
who  lay  in  an  apartment  far  enough 
fecluded  from  any  in  the  family,  to  be 
in  the  leaft  danger  of  a  difcovery  from 
that  quarter, 

I  atr 
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I  attentively  examined  the  door,  which 
was  in  a  daiic  part  of  die  room,  occa- 
fioned  ib  by  a  (landing  bed  being  new^ 
ly  erected  near  it,  and  finding  the  ftaple 
very  much  weakened  by  the  confumer 
of  all  things,  eafily  drew  it  out ;  and 
grealing  the  hinges  to  prevent  their  tel- 
ling tales,  faftened  it  by  the  help  of  a 
crooked  nail  till  further  ufe.  I  ac- 
quainted Sukey  with  this  lucky  difcove* 
rj^  who  was  frightened  at  the  rifle  I  run 
of  being  detefted ;  but  who  neverthe* 
lefs,  at  my  repeated  inftigation,  agreed 
to  receive  me  that  very  night.  My 
mewing  like  a  cat  was  the  fignal  agreed 
upon  for  my  admittance,  but  with  a 
particular  whining  tone,  the  better  to 
diftinguifh  it  from  a  reality,  as  thofe 
creatures  abounded  very  much  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Having  thus  concerted 
every  thing  to  the  beft  advantage,  I 
waited  impatiently  for  the  hour  of 
twelve ;  which  was  no  fooner  echoed 
through  the  dormitory  by  an  old  crazy 
clock,  that  might  have  been  reckoned 

a  to- 
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a  tolerable  piece  of  mechanifrrt  in  the 
jeign  of  queen  Elizabeth  \  but  devout- 
ing  time  had  made  fuch  incroachmcnr 
on  its  folids,  not  to  mention  the  out- 
ward cafe,  that  it  looked  like  an  old  bo- 
rial  cheft,  dug  from  a  charncl  houfe, 
that  a  broker  in  Moorfields,  tho'  none 
of  the  leaft  fcraping  animals  in  tlie 
world,  would  have  difdatned  to  lumber 
the  back  of  his  brawny  porter  ^with  it, 
at  the  trifling  expence  of  a  queen  Ann's 
fhilling  ;  however,  it  was  of  too  much 
importance  for  Syntax  to  difpenfe  with^ 
as  by  help  of  that  and  the  fun,  he  made 
a  fhift  to  regulate  his  hours  of  relaxa- 
tion. No  fooner,  I  fay,  had  this  antit- 
quated  piece  of  machinery  faluted  my 
willing  ears  with  the  fonorous  knell  of 
twelve,  than  1  forfook  my  pillow,  and 
defcending  to  the  ground  through  the 
forementioned  window,  flew  on  the 
wings  of  love  to  the  place  of  afligna- 
tion,  not  without  dreadful  apprehenr 
fions  of  meeting  fome  of  thofe  mid- 
night-fpeftres,  which, 

At 
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At  this  foleiiin  hoar,  quit  their  dreaiy  gravef» 
And  in  pale  moon  light  glide  throogh  chiuch- 

jards,  fraught 
With  difcoveries  of  weal  or  woe  to  man. 

Upon  giving  the  fignal  agreed 
upon,  I  was  quickly  admitted  by  my 
Sukey,  who  tenderly  chided  me  for 
my  long  ftay,  and  protefted  her  fear 
of  my  being  difcovered  had  almoft  de- 
prived her  of  her  fenfes ;  but  jumping 
into  bed,  I  quickly  filenced  her  appre- 
henfions  by  the  influence  of  a  clofe 
embrace,  which  had  fuch  an  effedb  on 
the  love-fkk  maid,  that  after  breathing 
out  in  the  mod  melting  ftrainSj  ''  Ah  I 
**  my  dear  !  —  this  is  too  much !  '^  Ihc 
fainted  away  in  my  arms  in  a  tranfport 
of  ecftatic  joy ;  while  I,  all  diflblved 
in  the  rapturous  blifs,  imprinted  on  her 
ruby  lips,  that  glowed  with  complacency 
and  love,  the  fenfe  I  had  of  her  di- 
vine perfections.  This  fcnfibility  of  my 
dear  girl  operated  more  powerftiUy  on 
my  amorous  conftitution,  than  the  mod 
precious  compolition  of  incentives,  or 

bal^ 
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bftllamick  viper -dropst  iloes  on  a  fu- 
pemnn^mted  Aldenmn,  wluen  ht  flics 
his  withered  rib,  and  feeks  for  relaxation 
from  the  cares  of  the  world  in  the  arms 
of  his  youthfial  miftreli. 

We  condnued  thus  in  mutiially  par- 
taking the  choiceft  hkffings  wbkh  the 
god  of  love  never  fails  to  bcftow  on  his 
yotaries,  when  he  Bods  them  yielding 
with  becoming  ardor  to  the  diftates  of 
glowing  bk^Dd  and  ftimulating  nature, 
till  the  watchful  cock,  that  faithful  tno- 
iiicor  to  the  approach  of  day,  roofed  izs 
from  our  fcetie  of  blifs,  and  obliged 
me,  after  a  parting  embrace,  to  evacaate 
the  premises  for  fear  of  a  difcovery  ^ 
but  not  without  a  thoufand  tender  if- 
furances  of  renewing  the  pleafmg  con- 
verfation  the  next  night.  I  bad  the 
good  fortune  to  return  back  before  any 
of  the  family  were  ftirring ;  and  faftenifig 
the  door  and  window,  I  retired  to  bed^ 
where  nature,  oppreflfed  with  the  uhac* 
cuftomed  fatigue  and  exhauftment  of 

fpi. 
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ipnxsy  foon  yielded  to  acc^  a  rein- 
forcement by  the  kindly  mediation  of 
balmy  deep ;  and  I  gave  myfelf  up  to 
its  di&aces,  with  a  mind  perfedly 
pleafed  in  having  brou^t  this  affair  to 
fuch  a  favourable  crifis. 


CHAP.      V. 

In  my  fccond  excurfion  I  meet  with 
an  accidental  rencounter  with  Syn^ 
tax. — Effeil  another  curious  piece  of 
revenge  on  the  pedagogue. — Am  de- 
tefted,  and  obliged  to  fly  the  board- 
ing-fchool  for  ever. 

THE  next  evening,  having  been 
locked  up  as  before,  my  matter 
letired  under  a  full  perfuafion  that  alt 
were  fafe  for  that  night ;  and  not  a 
little  glad  he  had  prevented  an  excur- 
fion upon  the  'Squire's  orchard,  which 
by  the  approach  of  the  fcafon,  he  had 
great  reafon  to  apprehend.    But  fome 

of 
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of  us  J  atthisjunfture,  had  quite  ano- 
ther fort  of  appetite  than  to  be  eating 
of  pears  or  apples  \  and  1  could  not 
help  fmiling  at  his  ilU concerted  precau- 
tion, which*  from  a  principle  of  re- 
fentment,  made  me  refolve,  as  foon  as 
Morpheas  ihould  lay  his  filken  bands 
on  my  aflbciates,  and  lock  up  their 
fenfes  by  the  inchancments  of  downy 
repofe,  to  repair  to  the  preceding  rendcz- 
Yous,  and  pafe  away  ibme  few  hours 
much  more  agreeably  than  in  fupine 
ilumber. 


Of  this  I  was  no  fooner  informed 
by  the  uncouth  founds  that  whittled 
through  their  noftrils,  and  attacked  my 
organs  of  hearing  from  all  quartcrSi 
than,  without  loading  myfelf  with  any 
other  accoutrements  than  a  huge  white 
night-capi,  I  lallied  forth  in  my  fhirt, 
and  with  hafty  ftrides  fought  the  man- 
sion that  contained,  in  my  imagination^ 
the  very  quinteflence  of  all  earthly  pcr- 
feftion  J  with  whom  having  paffed  the 

night 
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night  in  the  moft  confummate  pleafurt, 
and  given  the  dear  girl  fcvcral  frefli  in- 
ftances  of  my  inviolable  attachment,  I 
made  what  hafte  I  could  towards  my 
own  apartment.  But  in  afcendlng  a  ne- 
ceffary-houfe,  over  which  it  was  requi- 
lite  to  pafs,  before  I  could  reach  the 
window ;  juft  as  1  had  gained  the  top, 
and  was  making  a  bold  pu(h  to  catch 
hold  of  the  fell,  unfortunately  my  foot 
dipt,  and  I  defcended  with  fuch  vio- 
lence on  jhe  cover  of  this  fabrick,  that, 
not  being  calculated  for  the  tamely  fto- 
machingof  fuch  rude  infults,  it  quickly 
gave  way,  and  conveyed  me  to  the 
ground  with  a  celerity,  that  for  a  time 
deprived  me  of  all  fenfation  :  but,  I 
was  quickly  roufcd  from  this  ftate  of 
blifsful  infenfibility,  by  the  explofion 
of  a  difmal  groan,  which  feemed  to  iffue 
in  a  manner  from  a  perfon  in  his  lad 
agonies. 

Surprized  at  fo  alarming  a  circum- 
ftance,  it  was  with  fome  difficulty  I 

gained 
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gained  ray  feet  \  when,  to  my  infinite 
aftonifhmtnt,  I  perceived  old  Syntax  on 
his  knees,  half  buried  in  the  ruins  I  had 
made,  and  putting  up  fervent  prayers 
to  heaven,  in  a  fuccefiion  of  pious  eja- 
culations. 

After  he  had  indulged  this  motion 
of  the  fpirit  for  Ibme  time,  turning  to 
me  with  a  look  that  fufficiently  de- 
noted the  agitations  of  his  inward  man  ; 
he  demanded  to  know,  in  a  voice  fcaree* 
artkulate,  who  I  was,  that  by  afluming 
a  human  form  feemed  to  indicate  feme' 
important  meflage  nearly  relating  him- 
felf.  *  If,  continued  he,  thou  art  the 
'  foul  of  fome  departed  parilhioner,  who 

*  has  taken  this  method  to  make  a  dif-. 

*  covery  of  any  hidden  treafure,  fpeak 
'  freely,    and  be  affurcd,  that  before- 

*  yonder  bright  lunrrinary,  whofe  golden 

*  beams  now  tinge  the  eaftern  horizon, 

*  fhall  have  withdrawn  his  all-chearing 

*  influence  from  this  fublunary  globe, 
«  my  unweary  diligence  Ihall  not  fail 

*  to 
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*  to  fet  thy  unhappy  foul  at  reft. — ^But 

*  on  the  contrary,  if  thou  art  one  of. 

*  tbofe  wicked  fpirits,  thar,  in  contempt 

*  of  the  moft  High,   have  broke  loofc 

*  from  thy  infernal  prifon,    and   art 

*  come  with  intent  to  fubveft  the  order 

*  and  good  management  of  my  family 
^  by  thy  diabolical  machinations,    I 

*  charge  thee  to  be  gone  \  left,  by  vir- 

*  tue  of  my  holy  fundion,  (tho*  by  the 

*  by  he  was  only  clerk  to  the  parifti)  I 

*  la(h  thy  unfettered  foul  with  tenfold 

*  horror  back  to  thofe  adamantine  chains 

*  and  penal  fires  thou  haft  forfakeri  5 

*  and  with  pangs  unfelt  before,  revenge 
'  this  indignity  and  outrage  thou   haft 

*  dared   to  commit  on  the  perfon  of 

*  God's  vicar.' 

When  he  had  finifhed  this  wonderful 
exorcifm,  which  he  thought  'powerful 
enough  to  (hake  hell  from  its  inmoft 
centre,  regarding  me  with  a  look  of  in- 
finite fuperiority,  he  feemed  to  wait 
with  no  little  impatience  for  a  difclo- 

fure 
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fure  of  thofe  fecrets,  wherewith  he  ima- 
gined iTT^  CD  be  fraught. 

Tho*  I  could  fcarce  contain  laughing 
in  his  face  at  the  conclufion  of  this 
bombaftical  piece  of  rhetoric  ;  yet  hav- 
ing but  one  card  to  play,  in  order  to 
prevent  a  difcovery,  I  laid  an  embargo 
on  my  rifible  faculties,  and  fcrewing  up 
my  countenance  into  a  violent  diftor- 
tion  of  features^  I  made  him  thefollowjng 
reply  in  a  ^trn^  hollow  voice,  fuitable 
to  the  charafter  I  aflumed. 

*  I  am  no  departed  parifhioner  come 
*-  to  enrich  you  with  his  hidden  trea- 

*  fures  \  neither  am  I  the  devil  come  to 

*  mokft  the  oeconomy  of  your  family  \ 

*  but  I  am  the  foul  of  the  tyrant  He-' 

*  liogabylus,  who,  affronted  that  a  pri- 

*  vate  man  fhould  dare  to  cope  with 

*  him  in  the  luxurioufnefe  of  his  table* 

*  has  taken   the  trouble  of  a  voyage 

*  from    hell    through   the  north-weft 

*  paffage,  to  leave  with  you  a  lafting 
5  memorial   of  his  difplcafure/      So 

faying. 
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^"ig*  I  gave  him  a  moft  confounded 
blow  on  the  ftomach,  by  way  of  revenge 
for  the  many  flogging-bouts  he  had 
formerly  complimented  me  with.  He 
had  no  fooner  received  this  token  of 
remembrance,  than  all  his  boafted  cou-* 
rage  forfook  him,  and  he  fell  down  at 
my  feet,  roaring  out  with  all  the  marks  of 
genuine  fear  and  diflradlion  \  while  I, 
taking  the  advantage  of  his  prefent 
difpofition  of  mind,  at  one  bold  pu(h 
reached  the  window,  and  after  making 
all  faft,  had  the  good  fortune  to  flip  to 
bed  unperceived  of  any  one. 

By  this  time  the  family  were  ftirring, 
and  foon  after  he  was  found  in  a  very 
unfavoury  condition  by  one  of  the  fer- 
vants,  who  was  accidentally  pafling  by 
in  his  way  to  the  liable,  and  by  whom, 
with  proper  affiftants,  he  was  carried 
to  the  houfe  in  a  flate  of  utter  infenfi- 
bUity :  fo  much  had  his  late  fright  over- 
powered his  faculties.  Soon  after,  his 
daughter  opened  the  door  of  our  in- 

VoL.  I.  D  clofure^ 
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clofure,  and  informed  uS  that  her  father 
had  (^n  a  terrible  apparition  that 
morning  in  the  back-prd.  I  affeded 
the  utmoft  furprize,  and  afkcd  her 
in  a  faultering  voice,  if  the  houie  was 
haunted. 

Mjr  companions  were  very  fcnfibly 
iffefted  at  this  infinuation ;  andobferved, 
that  if  it  were  true,  they  would  imme* 
diately  folicit  an  audience  of  leave  to 
return  to  their  fathers  homes,  rather 
than  run  the  rifk  of  encountering  the 
devil  upon  any  the  Icafl  excurlion  after 
fun-fet. 

When  we  were  all  drefled,  and^  ac-' 
cording  to  cuftom^  had  performed  the 
ceremony  of  ablution,  we  agreed  to  go 
to  our  tyrant*3  apartment,  and  pay  him 
our  compliments  of  condolence,  the 
rather  with  a  view  to  be  informed  of 
the  particulars  of  his  late  fright,  than 
any  regard  to  the  being  certified  of  his 
health  %    a  ijircumftance  of  very  little 

im- 
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importance  with  us  his  mofl:  afiedionate 
pupils.  On  our  approach,  it  was  ob- 
vious to  every  one,  that  the  apparition 
had  wrought  a  mod  phyfical  cScA  on 
his  conftitution,  in  the  double  capacity 
of  a  cathartick  and  an  emetick,  by 
the  appearance  of  certain  relids  fcat- 
tered  on  the  ground,  between  the  back- 
yard and  his  bed. 

He  received  the  fpeech  of  condolence 
we  made  him,  with  a  countenance  not 
quite  fo  fhocking  as  he  generally  put 
on,  and  even  condefcended  to  teflify 
his  approbation  of  our  proceeding,  by 
a  moft  gracious  nod,  and  leave  to  con- 
iecrate  the  whole  day  to  our  feveral 
amufements,  fmce  he  found  himfelf,  he 
(aid,  utterly  unqualified  for  carrying  on 
the  bufinefs  of  the  fchool,  after  what 
had  happened,  for  that  day.  And,  in- 
cbedy  fo  difpirited  was  he  at  this  in- 
ftance  of  Satan's  malignity,  that  I  ven- 
tured to  take  upon  me  die  office  of  a 
xmoiHUt^  by  JAfipuating  ^t  thefe  were 
D  2  in* 
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indeed  very  terrible  doings ;  but  at  the 
fame  time  telling  him,  that  to  a  man 
of  his  intereft  and  power,  it  would  be  no 
difficult  matter  to  take  ample  revenge  of 
the  fiends  by  commencing  a  profecution 
again  ft  him  in  the  ecclefiaftical  court 
for  an  aflault  and  battery :  and,  indeed, 
by  the  anfwer  he  made  me,  I  had  rea- 
fon  to  conclude,  that  his  fright  had 
operated  more  ways  than  one,  and  re- 
laxed his  brains,  as  well  as  his  bowels ; 
for  he  replied  :  *  True,  my  child,  1  will 

*  take  your  advice,  and  I  will  alfo  hjr 
^  this  affair  before  the  fynod  of  Glaf* 

*  gow/ 

The  rumour  of  this  adventure  (bon 
got  air,  and  was,  by  the  induftry  of 
Dick,  quickly  propa^ted  through  the 
neighbourhood  in  the  mod  tragkk  co- 
lours, and  afforded  matter  of  no  (mail 
fpeculation  among  the  clodpatcs  of  die 
vicinity.  Nay,  fome  of  thofe  whofe 
precife  looks  and  fagacious  obferva- 
tions  intituled  them  to  the  diftingiufli- 
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ing  appellation  of  d nd  clever  fel- 
lows, fcrupled  not  to  aver,  that  the 
aforefaid  apparition  could  be  no  other 
than  the  foul  of  one  John  Dawfon,  a 
cSealman,  who  was  lately  deceafed,  and 
whoie  unfair  dealings  when  alive,  they 
very  much  feared,  had  fubjeded  his  un- 
happy fpirit  to  a  ftate  of  reftlefsnefs  till 
the  refurredion. 

But  to  return : — ^By  feveral  uncom- 
mon fymptoms  in  Sukey,  I  had  reafon 
to  believe  I  fhould  foon  be  prefcnted 
with  a  living  teftimony  of  my  man- 
hood ;  and  was  even  in  hopes  of  dif- 
playing  to  our  parifh  the  furprifing  at- 
chievements  of  fixtcen,  which,  though 
attended  with  fome  church-difcipline,was 
a  circumftance  that  would  have  been 
very  agreeable  to  my  vanity,  had  I  not 
been  checked  from  the  pleafmg  fug- 
geftion  by  recoUeding,  that  however 
foothing  fuch  an  affair  might  be  to  my 
own  pride,  it  would  be  attended  by 
very  ferious  confequences  to  her,  whofc 
D  3  cha- 
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charafter  muft  be  ineviubly  blafied  \ff 
a  dete£tion» 

But  whilfl:  I  bent  my  whole  care  and 
ftudy  to  evade  fo  fatal  an  inconve- 
nience, I  was  given  to  underftand  by  a 
maid-fervant  who  lived  in  the  houfe, 
that  ftie  had  watched  us  narrowly  for 
ibme  time,  and  was  per^ftly  acquaint* 
ed  with  the  nature  of  our  tranfaftions, 
which  fhe  would  inftantly  make  known 
to  the  whole  family,  loading  poor  Sukcy 
at  the  fame  time  with  the  moft  abufive 
fcurrility.  Alarmed  at  this  unwelcome 
aflault,  but  imagining  from  certain 
fymptoms  which  I  had  heretofore  dif- 
covered,  that  it  would  be  no  difficult 
matter  to  ward  off  the  impending  evil, 
if  certain  operations  were  to  be  purfued, 
1  made  a  virtue  of  neceffity,  and  forth- 
with gave  her  to  underftand,  that  her 
perfon  was  no  way  difagreeable  to  me  i 
and  this  I  enforced  with  fuch  powerful 
arguments,  backed  by  a  proper  appli- 
cation of  the  one  thing  needful}  that  I 

foon 
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loon  put  to  fiience  all  farther  threaten- 
ings  for*  that  time.  Biit  in  a  courfe 
of  about  three  months  experiments  of 
this  ibrt,  I  was  conflrained  to  make 
fuch  frequent  application  of  my  fpeci- 
fick,  that  my  vigour  failed  me,  my 
colour  fled,  and  I  was  in  a  very  fair 
way  of  foon  ending  my  days  by  a  hec- 
txck  :  fb  true  it  is,  that  a  too  frequent 
and  eaiiy  addidion  to  fuch  exercifes^ 
leftrain  the  growth  of  the  individud', 
and  unnerve  the  man. 

It  was  in  vain  to  make  any  remon* 
ftrances  to  her  on  the  virtues  of  felf* 
denial  \    (he  evaded  all  tny  expoftular 
tbns  by  upbraiding  me  with  my  attach'* 
mcnt  lo  Sukey  i  and  was  even  fo  uncon- 
fcionable  as  to  ezadl  my  promife  of  ne- 
ver having  £uther  communication  with 
her  for  the  future  %  which,  when  I  refuf(Ml 
to  grant,  flie  flew  from  me  with  all  the 
rage  of  an  incens'd  virago,  and  mucteriqg 
inarticulate  threats  of  revenge  in  the 
language  of  an  infernal  fury.     Being 
D  4  thus 
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thus  afliired  of  her  intcnrions,  and 
dreading  the  confequences  of  a  difco- 
very,  well  knowing  the  cxpofal  of  this 
affair  would  alfo  bring  to  light  the  ad- 
venture  of  the  tobacco  pipes,  and  that 
of  Hcliogabylus,  (for  I  had  foolilhly 
entnifted  her  with  the  fecret  of  both)  I 
was  determined  to  fiuftrate  the  effefts 
of  her  refentmcnt,  and  at  the  fame 
time  put  an  end  to  all  farther  intercourfe 
with  fo  infatiable  a  creature^  by  leaving 
the  fchool  di  redly  i  which  I  according- 
ly did,  and  made  the  beft  of  my  way  for 
the  capital,  without  having  fo  much  as 
the  melancholy  fatisfadion  of  a  paning 
falute  from  my  poor  Sukey,  and  not 
widiouc  fhedding  fome  tears  at  leaving 
a  place  where  I  had  experienced  fach  a 
vicifiitudc  of  youthful  amufements  5  but 
yet  glad  in  the  main  at  thus  getting  rid 
«f  an  affair  which  began  to  threaten 
me  with  the  moft  troublefome  confe- 
quences. 

1  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    VI. 

Arriye  in  town.*- Am  put  to  an  acade* 
my. — ^My  aunt  is  feized  with  a  ner- 
vous diibxxler,  which  produces  ftrange 
alterations. — She  adopts  a  new  fyftem 
of  parfimony.— -Expatiates  on  the 
wonderful  virtues  of  vegetables ;  and 
reduces  me,  by  her  fpecifics,  to  the 
verge  of  a  condimption. 

WHEN  I  entered  the  city, 
and  found  myfelf  as  it  were  in 
a  new  world,  the  manifefl:  alteration 
of  the  fcene  produced  a  moft  happy  ef- 
fe6t  upon  my  fpirits.  I  could  not  be- 
hold fo  many  gay-drcfs'd  young  ladies 
without  being  ftruck  with  a  very  fen- 
fible  emotion,  and  began  to  make  com- 
parifons  with  regard  to  the  laflesof  our 
parifh, which  were  very  difadvantageous 
to  their  charms. 

On  my  arrival  at  my  uncle's,  I  found 

that  venerable  perfonage  in  his  clofet, 

D  5  fur. 


I 
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furrounded  by  an  infinite  number  of 
pious  and  polemical  authors  of  the  J  aft 
age  J  from  whence,  with  the  affiftance  of 
a  little  ecckfiaftlcal  chymiftry,  he  was 
extrading  the  very  quinteffence  of  or- 
thodox divinity,  in  order  to  ferveit  out 
by  retail,  at  proper  opportunities,  for 
the  benefit  of  all  whom  it  might  con- 
cern*— He  was  wonderfully  agitated  at 
my  unexpefted  approach^  as  might  be 
feen  from  the  frowns  he  every  now  and 
then  regarded  me  with  in  the  courfc  of 
our  dialogue.  He  took  notice,  that  he  had 
but  a  little  before  paid  my  full  quar- 
ter's board,  and  therefore  was  deter- 
mined to  fend  me  back  into  the  coun- 
try again.  However,  at  length  I  found 
means  to  filence  all  farther  animadver- 
fions  on  that  fubjed,  by  thanking  hirtt 
for  the  care  and  pains  he  had  already 
taken  in  my  education,  and  hinting 
my  defire  toeafe  him  of  that  troublft 
for  the  future,  by  choofing  new  cu- 
rators. 

This 
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This  infinuarion,  quite  uncxpcftcd, 
pnxluced  a  mod  fudden  alteration  of 
temper  in  my  favour.  He'  no  longer 
darted  his  eyebrows  upon  me  in  the 
manner  as  before,  but  with  a  very  gra- 
cious fmile,  teftified  his  approbation  of 
my  behaviour  hitherto,  and  let  me 
know,  that  fo  long  as  I  continued  in 
the  fame  traflrable  difpofition,  he  fhould 
think  it  a  pleafure  to  fulfil  the  defires 
of  my  late  father  in  fuperintending  my 
affairs  and  education  :  at  the  fame  time 
obferving,  that  he  intended  to  put  mc 
to  an  academy,  for  the  better  perfcding 
mc  in  the  accomplifliments  of  a  gentle- 
man.  1  was  exceedingly  delighted 

at  this  latter  part  of  his  harangue,  as 
I  thought  the  word  academy  carried 
dignity  in  the  found  of  it ;  whereas  that 
of  boarding -fchool  appeared  to  mc 
childifh  and  trifling,  and  by  no  means 
adapted  to  my  lofty  conceptions. 

Accordingly  I  was  entered  on  one  the 
next  morning  \  and  in  a  Ihort  time  made 

con^ 
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efied  on  her  temper,  hithertx)  none  of 
the  moft  liberal,  that  ihe  fet  on  foot  a 
very  laudable  and  praife- worthy  re(blu- 
tion  of  abridging  two  thirds  of  the  fa^ 
mily  expences,  in  order  to  prolong  the 
evil  day  to  the  uttcrmoft. 

This  happy  thought  (he  immediately 
put  in  practice :  and  notwithftanding 
all  the  objections  and  complaints  that 
were  continually  made  to  fo  unwarrant- 
able a  proceeding  by  every  individual, 
fhe  neverthelefs  found  means  to  carry 
on  the  fame  with  fuch  unceafing  vigour, 
that  in  three  months  time,  from  a  ftout 
young  fellow  of  feventeen,  hale  and 
lufly,  I  was  reduced  to  a  mere  Ikeleton. 
My  legs,  formerly  of  gothic  conftruc- 
tion,  were  now  dwindled  into  the  ap- 
pearance of  drum-fticks,  exhibiting  evi- 
dent tokens  of  approaching  defolation 
of  the  whole  animal  machine,  if  not 
timely  fupportcd  by  more  invigorating 
materials  than  it  had  been  for  fome 
time  accuftomed  ta 

While 
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While    I    underwent    this    meagit" 
courfe  of  diet,  more  properly  adapted 
to  the  enfeebled  remains  of  a  beau  in  a 
faUvation,  than  a  young  country  fellow 
of  well-ftning  nerves,   and  a  healthy 
conftitudon  i  I  had  this  confolation, how- 
ever, that  my  inteUeftual  faculties  were 
in  no  danger  to  be  overpowered  by  the 
fumes  of  indigeftion,  or  opprefled  with 
vapours  from  an  over  charged  ftomach, 
and  I  might  certainly  at  that  time  cry 
out  with  the  poet,  "  a  healthy  body, 
**  and  a  mind  at  eafe,"  if  a  fpare  diet 
could  be  any  ways  conducive  to  exhi- 
larate the  fpirits,  arid  keep  the  veflfefs 
clear   from   noxious   crudities ;    or   a 
man's  mind  can  be  faid  to  be  at  cafe^ 
which  is  continually  put  in  remembraiicfc 
of  the  cravings  of  nature,  by  the  fug- 
geftions  of  a  hungry  appetite. 

In  the  mean  time  the  old  lady,  f^ 
from  putting  an  end  to  this  infirmary 
allowance,  hugged  hcrfelf  in  the  mani- 
feft  curtailment  of  her  weekly  difburft- 

ments^ 
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meats,  and  was  perpetually  dunning  my 
ears  with  her  phyfical  quotations,  from 
authors  both  antient  and  modem,  of 
the  fanative  qualities  of  fimples.— For 
this  purpofe,  cabbages  and  turnips  had 
a  confiderable  (pace  in  the  day-book  of 
her  weekly  preparations  j  for  potatoes 
Ihe  had  conceived  an  infinite  veneration ; 
and  had  found  out  more  virtues  in  the 
aftringent  qualities  of  water,  than  ever 
was  imbibed  by  the  Royal  Society,  or 
the  famous  doAor  Sangrado  of  Gil  Bias 
difcovered  through  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  materia  medica. 

Nay,  to  fuch  admirable  perfeftion 
had  fhe  arrived  in  this  phyfical  art, 
that  fhe  could  demonilrate  to  a  day, 
when  fuch  and  fuch  vegetables  would 
be  attended  with  the  moft  benefit  to  the 
conftitution.  Peafe,  indeed,  ihe  frequent- 
ly would  obferve,  were  very  fimple  and 
harmlefs  food,  provided  they  were  con- 
verted into  nourijQiment  at  a  proper 
junfture :  but  then  at  their  firfi:  coming 

io 


64      72'^  ^f^  ^^  ^dvmturi$ 

in  feafon^  they  were  fo  full  of  moift 
and  watery  particles,  that  at  fuch  a 
time  nothing  in  the  world  couid  be 
more  prejudicial  to  a  youthful  digeftion. 
The  only  time  to  eat  thenij  fhe  faid* 
was  when  they  fliould  be  fomewhat  oldcr^ 
and  be  reduced  to  a  little  more  hard- 
nefs  and  confiftency :  then*  indeed^  they 
might  be  ufed  with  pkafure  and  bcne- 
fit»  and  be  a  means  of  ftrengthening  the 
folids  by  a  double  increafe  of  maftica- 
tion  I  fo  that  the  only  time  to  eat  peafc 
was  when  no  body  elfe  would  touch 
them,  that  is,  when  they  were  hard, 
withered  and  faplefs,  and  funk  at  leaft 
two  thirds  in  the  price :  at  fuch  a  ends 
we  might  cat  a  belly  full  of  them,  and 
welcome,  taking  care,  however,  not  to 
fruftrate  their  falutary  eflTefts  upon  the 
habit  by  thepoifbnous  infufion  of  malt- 
liquors,  which  Ihe  was  ufed  to  ob- 
fcrve  was  one  great  caufe  of  that  ge- 
neral declenfion,  both  in  growth  and 
years,  which  was  handed  down  from 
father  to  fon,  and  from  generation  to 

gene- 
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generadoD ;  till  in  the  end  pofterity,  ffae 
doubted  not,  would  experience  the  rea- 
lity of  Gulliver's  Lilliputians»  and  be- 
come m(u«  like  pigmies  than  men.  She 
would  frequently  affirm,  with  an  em- 
phafis  that  almoft  carried  conviction  in 
its  found,  that  all  family  compofitions, 
wherein  pure  element  was  the  principal 
ingredient,  fuch  as  water-gruel,  flum* 
mery,  broths,  and  fmall-beer,  were 
thingiB  of  themfelves  extremely  inno- 
cent, and  at  the  fame  time  could  not 
fail  of  being  attended  with  the  nK>ft 
falutary  confequences  to  the  human 
fabrick. 

But  all  thefe  flowry  animadverfions 
were  loft  upon  me.  I  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  her  moft  pathetic  remonftrances; 
and  by  my  furly  behaviour  on  the  oc- 
cafion,  gave  her  to  underftand,  I  was 
in  no  humour  to  adopt  this  new  fyftem 
of  philofophic  abftinence,  or  indulge 
her  avarice  at  the  expence  of  my  own 
bdly  \  more  eijpedally  as  the  hug^  cir- 

cum- 
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Am  rdnfbrced  by  a  new  acquaintance.*^ 
He  takes  notice  oi  my  pelican  litua- 
tion. — Harangues  me  on  the  villain* 
ous  praftices  of  guardians  ;  and  after 
promifing  to  regulate  my  conduA 
upon  a  new  plan,  introduces  me  to 
a  ibopkeeper,  who  fupplies  me  with 
money  on  a  remarkable  footing. 

IN  this  melancholy  fituation  I  was 
one  day  addrcffed  by  a  young  fel- 
low of  the  fame  clafs,  who  had  for  fome 
time  (obferved  my  dejcftion,  in  this 
manner :    *  Look  ye,    Murray,  I  ani 

*  amazed  that  a  young  fellow  of  any 
^  fpirit  fh(Aild  fkulk  about  in  fuch  a 

*  lubberly  manner,  while  he  might  en- 

*  joy  life  to  advantage,  and  revel  witK 
^  freedom  uncontrouled  in  all  thejoyi 
^  of  youth  and  beauty !    But  I  fee  you 

*  afe  a  poor  pitiful  mungrel,  and  would 
I  rather  be  triffing  away  the^  precioos 

•  mo- 
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*  moments  in  conftruing  typho,  typfo^ 

*  tetypha,  than  toffing  off  a  tankard  o# 

*  hot  negus,  or  being  lulled  a-fleep  in 

*  the  arms  of  fomc  kind  fair,  after  hav* 

*  ing  paffed  an  hour  or  two  ia  the  moft 

*  delicious  dalliance* 


Perceiving  me  to  ftare  at  this  roman- 
tic addrefs,  he  went  on  :     *  Yes,    my 

*  boy  I    and  if  you*ll  take  the  trouble 

*  to  call  at  fix  at  my  chambers.    Til 

*  introduce  you  to  a  fet  of  as  choice 
f  bona  robas  as  ever  broke  the  feventh 

*  commandment  fince  the  deflruftion 

*  of  the  temple,  or  the  days  of  the  pron 
f  phet  Nathan.     None  of  your  preciie 

*  fqueamlih  b*— s,  whofe  mouths  are 
^  full  of  fcripture,  and  their  hearts  of 
^  unnatural  lufts  \  but  girla  of  fpirit  I 
^  who  profefs  an  infinite  veneration  to 
^  the  expreflive    command,     Increafiv 

*  and  multiply  :  and  by  their  implicit 
^  obedience  thereto,  fully  demonftrate 

*  he  fad&fadion  they  conceive  in  doing 
I  homage  to  fo  divine  a  precept 

He 
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He  then  obferved,  that  as  it  was  to 
i^e  the  firft  night  of  my  introduftion  to 
life,  I  would  do  well  to  call  for  a 
crown-bowl  of  punch  and  a  fupper  to 
treat  the  company  with  on  my  firft  ap- 
pearance ;  as  fuch  an  a£Uon  could  not 
fail  of  having  due  weight,  and  might 
prepoflcfs  me  in  the  favour  of  indivi- 
duals, while  the  nymphs  would  outvie 
each  other  in  expreflions  of  unlimited 
fcndnefi :  a  drcbmftance  moft  devout-- 
ly  to  be  wifhed  by  every  beginner  in 
die  myfteries  of  oblation  at  the  fhrine 
of  Venus. 

This  eloquent  conclufion  put  an  ef- 
fcftual  ftop  to  the  many  agreeable  ideas 
my  ima^nation  began  to  conceive  at 
t)^  commencement  of  his  harangue  ; 
and  I  told  him,  with  a  look  that  fuffi- 
ciendy  exprefled  my  chagrin,  that  I 
was  extremely  mortified  to  find  myfelf 
incapable  of  fliaring  in  his  pleafurable 
amufemcntt. 

Sur- 
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no  inconfiderable  figure  at  our  table, 
particularly  on  faft-days,  fuch  as  that 
was,  and  which  were  always  regarded 
by  the  matron  of  the  family  in  the 
moft  literal  and  chriftiin  itnk. 

He  eiq^refled  a  moft  friendly  con- 
cern to  be  thus  made  acquainted  with 
the  low  ftate  of  my  finances^  and  ob- 
icnred,  that  ways  and  means  might  be 
found  to  remedy  this  inconvenience, 
and  oblige  my  uncle  to  refund.    As 
this  was  a  circumftance  which  had  long 
puzzled  me  to  no  purpofe,   I  begged 
him  to  acquaint  me  with  it,    and  he 
ihould  quickly  fee  I  would  not  fail  to 
improve  the  hint  to  the  beft  advantage. 
On  this  he  took  notice,  that  it  was  a 
(hame  a  young  fellow  of  my  fortune 
and  expeAations  (hould  be  in  any  want 
of  that  neceflary  article   cafh,   when 
there  were  fo  many  ways  to  be  fumifhed 
at  an  eafy  rate,  in  fo  populous  a  city ; 
afiuring  me,  that  he  had  helped  many 
a  young  heir  befbic  now  toihe  pofief- 

fion 
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Tranfported  at  this  agn 
mation,  I  told  him,  if  fuc] 
that  could  be  brought  to 
means,  I  fliould  look  upon 
beft  friend  I  had  in  the  wo 
'beani  fays  he,  yes,  yes,  th< 

*  leaft  room  to  doubt  of  its 

*  you'll  follow  my  dimfUons 

*  Suppofe,  you  go  to  a  wh 

*  der,  or  Aopkeeper,  of  whi< 

*  great  plenty  in  this  city,  w 

*  ing  up  ten  or  a  dozen  pou 

*  of  the  moft  faleable  comma 

*  credit,  (which  you  can  eafih 
« h«n.»ii .         ,    -      '' 
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^  hy  which  means  you  can  always  be 

*  fupplkd  with  cafh,  and  at  the  fame 
^  time  oblige  your  uncle  to  agire  to  a 
^  handfbme  allowance  of  pocket-money, 

*  by  way  of  prevention  to  fuch  neceflk- 

*  ry  proceedmgs  for  the  future. 

I  liked  this  way  of  arguing  fo  wel!» 
that  die  very  fame  day,  by  the  induftry 
of  my  new  fnend  ORaily,  for  that  was 
his  name,  I  was  introduced  to  a  confi- 
derable  dealer  in  toys;  and  before  we 
parted,  had  come  to  fo  good  an  under* 
ftanding  together,  that  I  received  in  a 
watch,  rings  and  other  trinkets,  to  the 
value  of  thirty  pounds,  for  which  I 
gave  him  a  draught  on  my  uncle  for 
that  fum,  payable  three  months  after 
date,  with  a  particular  one  of  my  own, 
in  cafe  of  non-acceptance,  leaving  this 
honeft  man  extremely  faiisiied  at  the 
tranfadions  of  the  day. 

Upon  waiting  on  us  to  the  door, 

after  fome  litde  hefitation,  he  hinted. 

Vol.  I.  E  that 
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that  if  at  any  time  I  fViouId  have  occa- 
fjon  to  part  with  thole  commodities^  he 
could  recommend  me  to  a  parrictilar 
friend*  who  made  it  his  bufmefs  to  pur- 
chafe  Tiich  things  at  fccond-hand,  and 
would  give  me  more  money  for  them 
than  any  body  elfe  in  that  way. 


I  was  glad  to  hear  him  mention  this, 
and  direi5Hy  told  him,  that  as  my  pocket 
at  that  jundure  was  at  a  moll  dan- 
gerous ej^bj  I  fhould  be  glad  to  find  a 
purchafer,who  would  take  fome  of  them 
in  exchange  diredly  for  rcady^  money. 
My  friend  O  Raily,  at  the  fam«  time, 
rubbing  his  hands  as  in  ecftacy,  pre* 
tefted,  that  if  he  could  oblige  us  in  that 
particular,  he  would  fet  him  down  in 
his  heart ;  and  if  ever  he  forgot  the 
favour,  mod  cordially  wrlhed,  the  devU 
might  feize  him. 

*  Nay,  gentlemen,   quoth   the  toy- 

*  man,  as  to  thefe  matters,  d'ye  fee,  'tis 

*  no  bufme^  of  mine  in  the  leaft,  I  only 

^  men* 
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"*  mentioned  the  aflfair,  with  a  view  to 
^  oblige  the  young  gentleman,  in  cafe  he 

*  ihouid  hare  a  mind  to  difpoie  of  them 

*  at  any  time ;  and,,  as  I  fkid  before^ 
^  paztly  to  recommend  my  friend  vo  a 
^  cuftomer  in  his  way :  but  if  you  want 

*  to  fee  the  perfon,  I  can  fend  for  him 

*  prefently,  you  may  flip  over  the  way 
<  to  the  cofiee-houfe,  and  he  fliall  call 
f  upon  you  in  a  few  minutes/ 

Accordingly  we  went,  and  foon  after 
were  waited  upon    by   a  very  mean- 
looking  man>  who,  I  afterwards  founds 
was  no  other  than  his  own  journeyman,. 
After  furveyingthe  particulars,he  declar- 
ed they  were  very  good  of  their  kind,that 
they  were  ;  he  could  fay  notjiing  to  the 
contrary,  not  he  •,  but  that  he  could  not 
afford  to  give  any  high  price  for  them, 
as  fo  many  fecond-hand  commodities 
were  to  be  purchafed  every  day  at  half 
price,  which  with  a  little  vaumping  up 
would  ferve  his  turn  fully  as  well.    But 
in  regard  that  Mr,  Pafte  had  recom- 
E  2  mended 


7  6       n'be  Life  and  Adventures 

mended  him,  and  in  hopes  of  retaining 
my  cuftom,  he  would  fo  far  overftretch 
himfelf  for  this  once,  as  to  bid  fiftfscn 
guineas  for  them  -,  and  certainly,  if  I 
confidened  the  length  of  time  he  might 
keep  them  upon  his  hands,  it  was  a 
very  reafonable  price, 

I  was  wonderfully  difpleafed  at  this  in- 
jurious propofal ;  but  in  the  end,  rather 
than  ftand  out^  and  the  fellow  advancing 
to  twenty  pounds,  I  was  prevailed  upon 
to  take  his  money,  tho'  not  without 
feeling  fome  very  difagreeable  refledtions 
on  my  hopeful  way  of  commencing 
dealer. 

But  my  friend  foon  found  means  to 
filence  all  farther  cogitations  from 
that  quarter,  by  obferving  that  twenty 
pounds  was  no  contemptible  fum  in  a 
young  fellow*s  pocket,  and  that  I  might 
thank  God  I  had  found  out  fo  happy 
an  expedient  to  fupply  royfclf,  without 

being 
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being  obliged  to  my  rafcally  iincle^  and 
then  bid  me  confider  it  as  a  lofs  which 
muft  naturally  happen  now  and  then  in 
the  courfe  of  bufinefs. 

Elated  at  this  homdy  conlblation,  I 
was  about  to  retire ;  but  recolle^Hng 
that  1  was  in  gratitude  bound  to  return 
this  obligation  in  the  kindeft  manner, 
and  perceivihg  by  fome  loofe  hints,  that 
fuch  a  thing  would  be  no  ways  dif- 
agreeable,  I  infifted  on  his  acceptance 
of  a  couple  of  pieces,  as  an  inftance  of 
my  regard  \  which,  after  a  great  many 
Teeming  evafions,  he  however  pocketed, 
fwearing  moft  cordially,  I  was  a  d— n'd 
clever  fellow. 

I  was  wonderfully  delighted  at  this 
flattering  obfervation,  and  looking  upon 
myfelf  in  a  very  fair  way  of  foon  be- 
ing a  Buck  of  the  firft  order,  went 
home  in  the  moft  rapturous  ftatc  of 
exaltation  my  fpirits  were  capable  of 
E  3     .  exert- 
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exerting,  without  touching  on  the  verge 
of  lunacy* 

The  pleafurable  fituation  of  my  mind 
added  frefh  vigour  to  the  circulation  of 
my  formerly  knguifhing  fluids,  and 
the  fudden  acquifition  of  animal  vivjh 
city,  Qccafioned  from  fome  wine  wc 
iiad  drank  ofer  the  bargain,  difplaycd 
fo  carnation  a  livery  over  my  coiin» 
tenance,  as  was  foon  taken  notice  of  by 
my  penetrating  aimt  at  home^  who  did 
not  fail  to  attrjibuce  ;fb  agrcejd)k  a 
change  to  the  ealiveiiiiig  and  balfamick 
qualities  pf  her  iic]^d  pfeparatiom.  But 
I  was  far  from  agreeing  with  iier  as  td 
this  inftance  of  her  fclf-intercfted  ob- 
fervation  ;  and  took  notice,  that  what 
ihe  was  pkaftd  to  confign  to  the  ftiper* 
abundant  prevalency  of  Jber  noftrums^ 
was  in  reality  owing  to  the  more  in- 
fluencing particles  of  fome  curious  boil- 
ed chickens,  of  whkh  I  had  made  t 
moil:  delicious  repaft,  at  the  houfe  of  a 
bolbm-friend. 

I  then 
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I  then  gave  her  to  underftand,   that 
I  was  reiblved  to  remove  myfelf  by 
habeas    corpus  to   fome  other  houfe^ 
where  I  fhould  not  eternally  be  put  in 
mind  of  Pharaoh's  lean  kine,    or  the 
powdering    hofpital   for  contaminated 
whores,  by  fuch  abflemious  banquets ; 
obferving  that  feveral   of  the  faculty 
had  given  it  as  their  unanimous  opi- 
nion, that  a  farther  continuation  in  this 
water-gruel  diet  would  infallibly  bring 
on  a  violent  flux,  which  would  be. pro- 
di^ve  of  a  relaxation  of  the  whole 
nervous  fyftem,    and  then   farewcl  to 
turkies,    chines,    and  plump  fucking 
pigs,    with  which  I  henceforth  deter- 
mined to  regale   myfelf,    in  order  to 
make  fome  amends  for  the  many  faft- 
days  (he  had  obliged  me  to  keep  :  in  a 
word,  being  quite  intoxicated  with  the 
wine  I  had  drank,  and  the  thought  of 
being   matter  of   fo  much  money,    I 
rattled  her  off  fo  efFeftually,    that  fhe 
called  up  the  maid  to  her  affiftance, 
threatened  to  acquaint  my  uncle  with 
E  4  my 
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that  for  two  whole  hours  I  had  not 
power  to  withdraw  myfelf  from  the 
agreeable  fcene ;  and  at  laft  came  to  a 
refoludon  to  exchange  the  whole  into 
crown-pieces,  with  a  view  of  making 
the  more  pompous  appearance  in  my 
pocket. 

When  I  had  put  this  notable  defign 
in  pra&ice,  my  next  care  was  to  pro- 
cecxl  forthwith  to  the  lodging  of  my 
friend  Raily,  whom  I  found  at  home 
anxioufly  waiting  my  arrival.  Upon 
communicating  the  difcourfe  I  had  held 
with  my  aunt,  he  fwore  I  was  much  in 
die  right,  expreiled  great  fatisfadtion 
at  die  fpirit  I  had  exerted  oA  the  occa- 
fion,  and  obferved,  a  few  days  more  in 
his  company  would  infallibly  brufh  off 
the  flovenly  airs  I  had  imbibed  in  the 
country,  and  difplay  my  latent  talents 
to  admiration.  In  the  mean  time,  fays 
he,  let  us  make  ufe  of  thofe  we  are  at 
prefi^t  blefled  with,,  and  Ipend  the  night 
like  gentlemen. 

E  5  With 
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With  this  view  wc  bent  our  courfe 
to  a  houfe  he  often  frequended ;  and 
on  our  way  ihlthcr,  he  kt  me  know, 
that  the  place  bound  for  was  the  bcft 
adapted  for  the  intercotirfe  of  love,  of 
any  in  town  \  as  being  a  houfe  of  call 
for  the  young  and  gay  of  both  fe5ees; 
that  girls  of  fifteen,  and  old  maids  of 
every  denomination^  here  found  a  never- 
falling  antidote  for  vapours  and  green- 
ficknefs  ;  and  that,  to  ufe  the  language 
of  London,  we  could  be  fupplied  from 
t^%e  degree  eS  a  mUrincr  at  the  court- 
end  of  the  town,  to  a  humble  buMer  in 
Moorfields. 

1  liftened  with  (ingufer  attention  to 
this  curious  harangue,  and  upon  enter* 
ing  the  premiffes,  had  reafon  to  believe,. 
he  had  not  exaggerated  in  his  dcferip* 
tion ;  for  the  prieftefs  of  the  manfion^ 
who,  in  idea,  exhibited  the  appearance 
of  a  wool-pack,  perceiving  a  new  face, 
afked  Raily,  if  I  was  a  young  phyfick- 
broker  come  up  to  town  to  ftudy  the 

fecrcts 


^Hamixton  Mv^hay.    S3 

fccrets  of  niture  ?  *nd  then  addreffing 
berfelf  to  me,  told  me  I  had  come  in 
the  critical  minUte,  £ot  flie  had  at  thst 
junfture  under  her  care  a  (he-patient  6£ 
fifteen,  troubled  with  flatulencies,  with 
a  high  pulie,  pouting  Up,  and  velvet 
Han,  whom  I  might  have  an  opport^ 
aity  to  bleed  in  the  jocular  vein  for  a 
fhiall  fte  ;  at  the  fame  time  giving  me 
to  underftand,(he  was  full  of  love,  and 
seady  to  undergo  any  operation  I  fhould 
be  willing  to  praftife  on  her,  and  that 
her  price  was  a  guinea  without  deduc- 
tion.     As    Ac   finiflied    thefe  words, 

*  Here,Clarifla,'  fays  fhe,  *calIMifsPa^ 

*  meja  down  !  *  And  on  a  girl's  anfwer- 
ing  to  that  name,  *  Come  hither,  child, 

*  don't  be  arfham*d,  but  falute  the  gentle- 

*  man !    Poor  thing,  how  Ihe  bluflies  ! 

*  Lord,  what  a  delicious  morfel  'twill 
'  be !  ni  warrant  her,  upon  a  nearer 
^acquaintance,   fheHl  pleafurc  you  to 

*  a  hair,    and  wriggle  herfelf  to  your 

*  liking  with  the  endearing  twines  of  an 
f  enraptured  bride.*    But  I  was  by  no 

means 
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means  fatisfied  as  to  the  impanialky  1 
her  account,  when  upon  giving  me  a 
kifs,  fuch  an  infernal  fteam  of  gin  €36- 
haled  from  her  mouth  in  the  embrace^ 
and  went  clear  down  my  throat,  that 
my  ftomach  could  not  ftand  the  un- 
favoury  ftock,  but  quickly  returned  the 
compliment  by  difcharging  the  whole 
quantity  of  folids  and  Sui4s  I  had  that 
day  fwallowed;  and  by  a  thorough  eva* 
cuation  afted  the  part  of  the  moft  ef- 
feflual  emetick* 

This  aftion  produced  a  very  ftnfible 
'  alteration  of  mufcles  in  the  countenance 
of  the  old  bawd*  who  could  by  no 
means  comprehend  its  meaning*  but 
flood  ftaring  in  the  room  like  a  cow 
at  a  fign-poll^  till  Raily  found  mean! 
to  roule  her  from  her  trance,  by  thun- 
dering out,    *  D^ — ^n  your  blood  !    you 

*  old  Catamaran,  what  is  the  meaning 

*  of  this  ufagc  ?    Do  ye  think  to  palm 

*  your  rag' fair  b — ^t — hes  upon  us  for 
'  found  fiilies,  by  the  ftale  artifice  of  a 

*Cla- 
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<CUrifla,  or  a  Pamela?  Or  rigging 
^  them  out  in  the  tawdry  pomp  of  a  white 
<  flag  and.  a  canopy  ?   But  I  fee  haw  it 

*  is :  you  begin  to  defpife  your  friends  I 
<fo  take  your  loufy  reckoning,  and 

•  may  I  be  d — n*d,  if  I  ever  after  fet 
^  foot  within  your  houfe  again ! ' 

Having  faid  this,  he  was  lu^ng  me 
along  with  him  with  all  expedition 
ima^able,  when  the  old  bawd,  un- 
willing to  lofe  fo  good  a  cuftomer,  in  a 
very  fubmiflive  manner,  implored  his 
excufe,  and  b^ged  us  to  walk  up  ftairs, 
where  we  ihould  be  furnifhed  with 
titts  to  our  liking,  if  her  name  was 
Scrumwell.  At  the  fame  time  apolo^ 
gazing  for  the  girl's  erudion^  by  ob« 
ferving  fhe  had  only  fwallowed  a  little 
g^lick  and  gin  that  morning  for  the 
cure  of  a  cholick  flie  had  fallen  into^ 
occafioned  through  the  violence  of  a 
late  (alivanon.  But  the  matter  did  not 
reft  here.  She  was  fo  fearful  of  having 
^ibbUged  my  friend  Rally,  that  fhe 


i^ 
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called  for  a  lai^e  bcml  of  rack  p^neh,' 
the  betttf  to  feoire  a  rcconciiiadon* 
and  infifted  cm  treatbg  us  both  with 
tbt  fame  in  fuch  a  torrent  of  noify  elo- 
quence, that  our  itfcntmtnt  fubfidcd* 
and  all  thoughts  of  going  away  for  that 
night  were  laid  afide. 

This  our  hoftds  took  fo  kindly » that 
fee  jumped  about  the  room  with  the 
sgility  of  a  rope-dancer  ;  after  having 
in  repeated  bumpers  drank  Saccefs  to 
whoredom,  Damnation  to  mai^mpiijv 
Confufion  to  maid^iiihtddsy  a«d  a  wifli 
that  erery  whore  in  the  kifligdoiti  mighc 
ride  in  her  coach  and  fix,  and  thac  no 
honed  woman  fhould  dare  to  fliow  her 
face,  ^ith  (o  ppevafltng  an  mergjpv  si 
fuily  demonibated  the  remarkable  de^ 
fire  Ihe  had  for  the  verification  of  fa 
agreeable  a  change. 

When  we  had  thus  once  more  fettled 
matters  on  an  amicable  footing,  we 
paffed  feme  hours  very  pleafandy,  till 

about 
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ibocit  few  in  the  morning  yft  were 
awakened  by  fb  hideous  an  uproar,  as^ 
if  aH  hell  had  broke  loofe,  and  was^ 
come  CO  cany  away  our  landlady  for 
ker  many  a^ravating  fiiw  of  permif- 
fioR  and  commiffion.  Alarmed  at  fb 
unfeaibnable  a  difturbonce^  we  jumped 
out  of  bed,  and  fnatching  up  a  candle, 
made  the  beft  of  our  way  to  the  kitchen  \. 
but  in  defcending  the  ftair-cafe,  hap- 
poitng  to  (tumble  againft  a  door  on  the 
kft  hand,  it  quickly  gave  way,  whea 
to  my  infinite  aftoniftiment  I  foon  per- 
ceived my  uncle's  fon  m  a  very  inde- 
cent  pofture,  beating  time  to  the  vibra- 
tions of   a    pair  of   brawny    female 

b ^ks,  which  were  elevated  or  de- 

prefled  according  to  the  various  exhi- 
bitions of  a  blind  fiddler  in  the  corner^ 
who  was  echoing  through  the  room  the 
anticnt  tune  of  **  Merrily  danc'd  the 
"  quakcr^s  wife,  &c. "  on  an  old  crazy 
viol. 

Conr 
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Confounded  beyond  meafure  at  fo 
unexpe&ed  a  Aghc»  more  efpecially  as 
the  party  concerned  had  procured  a 
high  charaftcr  by  his  demurends,  I 
was  fome  time  before  I  could  credit 
my  optics,  till  Raily  obferved^  that 
what  I  was  fo  furprized  at>  was  no  ways 
uncommon^  as  the  bufmels  my  pious 
coufin  was  engaged  in  was  only  a  cha- 
ritable effay  towards  the  converfion  of 
a  finner  by  the  half  blood  j  withal^  ex* 
horting  him  to  graft  his  admonitions 
in  the  moft  prevailing  manner,  for  that 
his  patient  would  not  fail  to  return  the 
compliment,  which  he  might  perhaps 
find  the  firft  fearching  weather :  at 
which  he  locked  the  door  on  the  out- 
fide,  and  left  the  afirighted  delinquent 
in  a  ftate  of  univerfal  trepidation ;  while 
his  paramour  moft  cordially  d  n'd 
our  blood  for  our  unmannerly  mtrufion. 

On  entering  the  kitchen,  we  found 
the  tumult  proceeded  from  a  very  fii- 
ri^u^  altercation  between  our  hofteis 

and 
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mnd  a  young  officer,  who  was  eveiy 
now  and  then  faluring  her  ^th  the  title 
of  tinker's  trull,  and  fink  of  the  nx>b ; 
while  (he,  on  the  other  hand,  honoured 
him  with  the  appellation  of  loufy  puppy, 
and  petty  warrant  dog*  <  We  all  know, 

*  continued  (he,   the  importance  of  a 

*  trifling  enfign  of  foot,  whofe  pay,  in-  ' 
^  ftead   of   affording    his   bottle   and 

*  w — re,  is  hardly  ftifficient  to  keep  him 

*  in  ruflSed  fleeves  and  fmaU-beer,  and 

*  yet  the  monkey  muft  fmell  p— 6 1 

*  We  have  many  fuch  cuftomers  as 

*  you,  and  be  d— — n*d  to  you  !  And 

*  what  with  the  untowardnefs  of  fome 

*  b— h — ^s,    who,  after  three  months 

*  hard  keeping,  can  hardly  be  brought 
^  to  know  their  bufinefs  as  they  ought 

*  to  do,  and  the  incroachmentsof  fuch 

*  fcoundrels  as  you,  this  laudable  and 
^  praife-worthy  occupation  muft  fall  to 
*the  ground.' 

As  fhe  fpoke  this,  her  bofom  heaved 
jnth  over-flowing  paflion,    her  eyes 

glared 


90      Tie  JJfe  ami  Advenfuns 

glared  ta  her  head  like  two  balls  of 
iire,  and  advancing  towards  her  anta- 
gonift  with  the  look  of  an  infernal 
demon,  fhe  garc  him  fo  perfuafive  a  fa- 
lute  in  the  chops,  as  quickly  produced  a 
very  copious  difcharge  of  the  irafcible 
particles  of  this  fon  of  Mars*  who  no 
foooer  perceived  his  precious  blood 
diftilling  from  his  creft- fallen  face,  than 
his  blufterJng  courage  forfook  Ynm^ 
and  he  ojvly  pronounced  in  a  taultering 
accent,  *  O  Madam !    this    is   mighty 

*wcU^  d— — n  H»y  b d!  but  airs 

*  one  for  that,  I  flraH  4rake  care  co  it- 
^  member  you^  blaft  me !  *  He  was 
then  moving  off  in  no  little  htirrjr,  but 
miffing  his  fword,  fooa  found  to  hi^ 
infinite  vexation  that  it  bad  been  fefted 
for  ithe  reckoning,  and  was  even  obliged 
to  trudge  home  without  that  neceflkry 
ornament  at  kfs  pojleriors,  t91  he  fhould 
redeem  the  fame  by  a  frefli  draught  on 
his  agent. 
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By  this  dme  it  was  almoft  Arji  and 
not  choofing  to  trifle  any  longer  with  our 
kind  partners,  we  determined  to  make  a 
faUy  into  the  ftreets  in  queft  of  adven*- 
tures,  after  having  been  reinforced  by 
three  or  four  choice  blades  from  the 
iame  quarter,  remarkable  of  late  for 
their  fingulu'  atchievemems  in  derno^ 
lifliing  fign^pofts,  breaking  lam|^,  and 
knocking  down  the  watch. 

We  had  not  proceeded  far  upon  this 
fipe£tion,  before  we  met  with  a  certain 
Ihoemaker,  who  had  taken  k  into  hi| 
head  to  commence  preacher,  and  adtuat^ 
ly  fancied  hin^lf  infpiFed.  This  was 
aa  opportumty  diat  was  not  in  our 
then  humour  to  be  pafled  by.  The 
alarm  was  ihftantly  given  by  Raily,  on 
which  half  a  dozen  of  us  laid  hold  on 
diis  limb  of  the  church,  and  clapping 
him  into  an  empty  fugar*barrel,  which 
at  that  junfture  ftood  very  opportunely 
at  a  grocer's  door,  we  gave  him  fa 
curious  a  rotation  throu^  half  the 

town^ 
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town,  that  the  poor  devil  was  difabled 
from  moutiting  a  roftrum  for  fomc 
time  I  and  we  afterwards  heard,  that 
in  his  next  fermon  he  entertained  his 
audience  wich  the  relation  of  a  very 
ftf  ange  and  furprizing  dream,  he  had 
experienced  during  his  abode  in  the 
machine,  little  inferior  to  the  vifions  of 
Mirza,  but  altogether  as  much  upon 
the  wonderful,  to  the  no  fmall  edifica- 
tion  of  the  gaping  crowd. 

Having  tranfaded  this  notable  ex- 
ploit, we  fell  to  work,  and  in  a  fhort 
time  made  fo  great  an  alteration  in  the 
face  of  buHnefs,  by  tranfmogrifyiog  a 
tallow  -  chandler's  fign  into  a  bookr 
binder's,  and  a  cobler's  to  that  of  a 
publican,  that  in  the  morning  it  afford*^ 
ed  matter  of  no  fmall  furprize,  to  fee 
above  a  woollen  -  draper's  fhop  thcfe 
words,  "  Sea-coal,  char-coal,  live-coal, 
^^  fmall-coal,  and  fmall-coal  duft,  fold 
"  here,  wholefale  and  retail  at  reafonr 
1!  able  rates,  by  Timothy  Smokefacc  \] 

while 
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i^ile  a  lilk-mercer^s  exhibited  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  nightman  poleman's. 

But  we  could  not  continue  long  in 
this  riotous  life  undifcovered :  for  one 
night,  in  confequence  of  a  violent  dif- 
turbance  we  occafioned  in  the  ftreets 
by  atucktng  a  party  of  watchmen  upon 
the  patrole,  we  were  overpowered  by 
numbers  and  carried  before  the  mayor 
of  the  city,  who  committed  three  of 
my  companions  to  durance,  as  old  of- 
fenders ;  and  after  giving  me  to  under- 
ftand,  that  fuch  another  exploit  would 
oblige  him  to  ufe  me  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, difcharged  me  for  that  time ;  but 
cranfmitted  an  account  of  the  whole 
affair  to  my  uncle  in  the  moft  tragick 
colours* 

To  add  to  my  infelicity,  about  this 
time,  feveral  demands  came  upon  me 
for  debts,  contracted  in  the  courfe  of 
my  debaucheries,  which  my  uncle  abfo- 
lutelyrefufedtodifcharge-,   obfcrving, 

that 
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that  my  expences  already  had  conR 
derably  exceeded  my  annual  rent,  and 
he  was  in  no  mind  to  make  any  frefli 
difburfements  on  that  account  \  at  the 
fame  time  reading  me  a  very  fever* 
Jefture  on  the  neceffity  of  embracing  a 
more  fober  and  chriftian  deportmeiit 
for  the  future,  if 


He  then  took  notice,  that  fmce  1 
had*  by  my  folly  and  extravagance,  re- 
duced  myfelf  to  this  pa&>  I  muft  chuft 
the  alternative,  either  ci  gcdng  to  fea^ 
where  a  youth  of  my  abilities  could  not 
fail  in  a  few  years  to  arrive  at  the 
command  of  a  ftiip  in  perfon ;.  or  otherv 
wife  run  the  certain  rifk  of  being  throvro 
into  gaol  by  my  creditors,  in  which 
cafe  he  (hould  be  in  no  hurry  to  relieve 
me,  till  I  Ihould  fairly  pay  off  my  debts, 
and  alfo  give  convincing  tokens  of  a 
fmcere  contrition  for  my  paft  folly. 

When  he  had  delivered  himfelf  ia 
this  manner,  he  let  me  know,  he  ihouki 

expert 


g/"  Hamilton  Murray.     95 

cxpeft  my  final  anfwer  in  two  days,  and 
then  left  me  in  a  more  ftrious  frame 
of  mind  than  I  had  experienced  for 
fome  time* 

In  this  diftrefs  I  had  recour/e  to  my 
friend  Raily,  communicating  my  diffi- 
culties, and  defiring  his  advice,  whiclx 
I  looked  upon  as  orthodox  :  but  that 
faithful  adbcrent^hitherto^no  fooner  per- 
ceived how  the  land  lay,  and  that  he 
had  no  farther  profped:  of  profiting  by 
my  intemperance,  than  he  kept  aloof, 
and  in  a  very  cold  manner  advlfed  md 
to  embrace  my  worthy  uncle's  propofal 
of  going  to  fea  at  all  events,  as  my  cre- 
ditors muft  be  paid,  and  there  was  a 
ncceffity  to  retrench.  When  I  took  no- 
tice of  this  fudden  eftrangement,  he 
evaded  farther  cxpoftulations  on  the 
fubjeA,  by  pretending  great  loffes  of 
late  in  gaming,  and  defired  me  to  lend 
him  five  guineas ;  no  doubt  with  a 
view  to  prevent  the  fame  demand  upon 

him. 
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him,  which,  by  fcveral  broken  words,  I 
bad  already  hinted  ai* 

But  I  was  not  fo  fhallow  as  not  ta 
fee  through  this  artifice;  and  taking 
fire  at  his  behaviour,  left  him  in  great  , 
anger :  and  next  morning,  reprefented 
him  in  fuch  a  light  to  my  uncle,  that 
he  complained  thereof  to  the  magi- 
ftratea,  and  he  was  ordered  to  leave  the 
city  and  liberties  in  twenty-four  hours, 
on  pain  of  having  his  back  adorned  with 
the  arms  thereof  in  capitals.  For  it  was 
now  difcovered,  that  befides  the  money 
he  had  received  from  mc  at  different 
times,  he  alfo  went  fnacks  with  the  fellow 
I  fold  my  goods  to,  by  way  of  broker  \ 
and  that  I  was  not  the  firit  of  a  hun- 
dred he  had  led  into  fuch  fcrapes,  by 
his  diabolical  machinations. 


CHAP. 


if  Hamilton  McrftitAr»    97 

CHAP.    IX, 

I  embrace  my  uncle's  propofel  of  going 
to  fca. — Am  rigged  out  according- 
iy,— Set  faU  for  Holknd.—We  arc 
overtaken  by  a  terrible  ftorm,  and 
obliged  to  put  into  Yarmouth.— pi-  ' 
verting  cataftrophe  of  two  of  tlie  paf-  ^ 
fengcrs. 

BEING  thusdeprivedofthecompany  \ 
of  my  companion,  whofe  abfence, 
notwithftauidinghislateufage^IcQuldnot : 
help  regretting :  dunned  by  my  creditors^ 
and  avoided  by  all  thofe  who  had  for- 
merly courted  my  acquaintance,  I  be- 
came deeply  dejefted  ;  the  town  grew 
irkfbme  to  me,  and  in  a  fit  of  melan-^ 
choly  I  waited  upon  my  uncle,  and  let 
him  know,  I  was  willing  to  embrace  his 
offer  of  going  to  fea,  provided  I  was  to 
be  fupplicd  with  every  thing  neceflary 
for  the  voyage. 

Vol.  I.  F  He 


He  was  wonderfully  delighted  at  my 
ready  compliance,  applauded  my  re- 
folution.  ia  an  extraordinary  manner, 
and,  not  to  let  this  prpmifmg  humour 
cod;  inifcantly  fitted  m^.  out  with  a 
cpmpleat  fct  of  thofe  uniform^  whkh 
coi\ftitute  the  dfd^'  of  ^  gentleman  laijor 
oa.fhprc. 

My  (hoes  were  remarkably  (hort  in 
the  inftcp,  fo  ^s  to  difpUy  to,  the  .beft  ad- 
vantage, a.fet,  of  elegant  fliver  bucklni 
of  tl\B.  fiil-ft  magnitude :    and',  my-  flhe*' 
holUnd  troufers  of  fi^  yards  circumftir* 
cnce,  by  the  neatoefs  of  their  plaittworit-' 
behind,  did  no  little  credit  to  die  ope^ 
raton     My  hat  was  obft^ved  to  bo  al- 
ways braced  up  Iharpupon  a  wind;  if^^ile- 
the  waving,  of  my  fine  India  bandlter- 
chief,  reprefented  the  Ihiverings  of  a 
head- fail  in  the  (lays.     And  fo  alliduous 
was  I  in  my  new  calling,  that  in  a  few 
days  I  could  talk  of  nothing  die,  but 
bunt-lines,  braces,  leetch-lines,  and  clew- 
garnets^  with  a  whole  train  of  navigable 

mate- 
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materials^  which  I  had  indudrioufly 
colleded  Ax>m  the  authentick  repom  of 
feamea  long  ufedtothefervice. 

Beiiig  dius.  compleatly  equipped  In 
every.  pMity  I  waited  as  impatiently  for 
thehow of  embarkation,  as  the  enrap- 
tured bridegroom  for  the  departure  of 
thofe  who  by  an  obfequious  intrulion 
prntra^tthe-  happy,  mkiute  which  is  to 
giyohimthe  full  enjoyment  of  the  yet 
untafted  beauties  of  his  panting  bride ; 
and  by  that  time  the  fignal  for  failing 
waa  given,  I  had  advanced  fo  far  in  the 
principles  of  my.  profeflTion,  as  to  drink 
profufely,  fmoak  and  chew  tobacco, 
and  even  pronounce  the  emphatical  ex- 
pfeflloa  of  d*-^— *n  my  b— d,  with 
a  toIeraUe  accent. 

Our-  fliip  was  bound  to  Holland 
with,  a  loading  of  tobacco,  where  de- 
livering: her  cargo,  ihe  was -to  proceed 
forthwith,  ia  ballalt  to  Virginia.  This 
trip:  was. the  rather  fixed  upon  by  my 
F  2  unclCf 


^"'1  'f  a  tod  ft, , 

«t"ce  ,o  tip  „e  q„i 
":*»■  ke  «.uid  d?« 

wmch  was  confiderablv  In 
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of  fa&ty,  the  ufual  ficknefs  which  com- 
monly attends  thofe  who  are  not  ac^ 
cuftomed  to  the  fea,  obliged  me  and  a 
noted  fmuggjier  to  (link  o£f  the  deck, 
and  betake  ourfelves  to  blanket  jbay* 
in  order  ta  obtain>  if  poflible,  a  more 
competent  ihare  of  eafe  than  was  likely 
to  be  enjoyed  above  board.  Here  as 
we  lay,  comparing  the  fimilitude  of  a 
imiiggling  and  a  fea-faring  life ;  the 
ooe  as^  being  exalted  or  debafed  at  each 
turn  of  fortune,  the  other  at  every 
ihift  of  wind,  and  copioufly  difcharg- 
ing  our  ftomachs  of  that  malignant 
virus  which  occafioned  our  prefent  un  - 
eafinefs,  our  ears  were  faluted  with  an 
exclamation  the  more  intimidating  as 
being  accompanied  with  a  mod  mourn- 
ful and  dolorous  conclufion.  This  was 
no  other  than  the  man  at  the  lead,  who 
every  now  and  then  fung  out  in  dying 
ftrains,  and  in  abundance  of  femi- 
(quavers  thcfe  words.  *  A — a  and  a— 
^a— qua^— a — artcr  ten,*  as  intimat- 
F  3  ing 


^  iwtarmjr  confeieiicis  in^^Muiib^fra 
*  future  entry :  Amen.* 

TIiis*egtc#tdrdiAiuy  pdtkion,  aecom^ 

-ptniedwith'^'fingubir  terms  of  future 

amendment,  wrought  Co  powerfiiUy  on 

my  rifibility*  that,  notwithftanding  the 

''extSreme  ficknefe  I  then  laboured  under, 

'I  burft  inftiantaneoufly  into  a  moft  un* 

.1  governable  fit  of  lau^ter,  which  at- 

cafioned  ^o  Tiolent  an  explofion  of  the 

:fiozious  inatter  locked  up  iamy  bow<jls, 

tcttnded  with  the  thoft  ea^cruciiatiDg 

twitches  in  the  lower  belly,  thatjn  a 

manner  I  lay  buried  in  it,  roaring  all 

-the  timle  like^ah  ox  in  the  flaughttr. 

For  three  long  hours  we  continued 
m  this  perplexing  ficuation,  till  the 
wind  ihifting  about,  in  a  (hort  time 
we  made  the  .piers  of  Yarmouth,  and 
'before  night  were  fo  far  land-blocked,  as 
tb  bid  defiance  toe  north- wider,  which 
thto  vbegan  again  to  ftorm  iVith  all  the 
rage  of  an  incenfdd  demeilt.  At  this 
F  4  happy 


,  -"""  »uout  to 
and  fair  weather  • 
g'-own  myfejf  on  \i 
^'^i  was   not  . 
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««ns  forfeited  by  ajf 
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terromnof  all  whom  it  might  concern ; 
which  operation  had  a.  quite  different 
efieft  on  this  brother  of  the  thimble, 

-4nui  iS'Confiftentwith  the  approved  no- 
tions of  immerfions  in  general,  for  as 
cold  baths  are  commonly  ufed  by  way 

,  of  aftringents,  this  on  the  contrary  was 
obfenred  to  perform  the  part  of  the  mod 
ibhible  laxative  medicine :  for  it  was 
obvious  to  every  one,  by  the  perfume 
that  faluted  their  olfaAory  nerves  on  his 
afcent,  that  there  had  been  a  copious 
difcharge,  and  that  fuch  kind  of  bal- 
famicks,  were  to  be  found  clfcwhere 
than  in  apothecaries  fhops. 


F  5 
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CHAP.     X. 

We  ane  viGted  1^  a  ptefling  tender*-^ 
The  ]j€utenaflt  of  the  gang  points 
me  out  for  a  king's  man,  -^I  endeavour 
to  procure  a  repeal  with  money*  but 
am  fruftrated  in  my  p^rpofe  by  bad 
,f)oUcy  in  ihis  particular. — He  is 
prevailed  upon  to  become  my  banker* 
and  is  chara6fcenfed  by  a  quarter 
gijnner.  —  W-e  arrive  ion  boa^  :ihe 

M a,  and  jwe  eateitaioedib; 

a  fingular  adventure. 

BUT  we  did  not  long  enjoy  th& 
ferenity,  and  had  foon  reafon  to 
alter  our  jovial  mood,  to  that  of^a  more 
ferious,  when  we  were  given  to  under- 
(land  by  fbme  fiftiermen  along-fide^  that 
they  perceived  a  fail  in  the  offing;. 
which  by  her  broad  pendant  could  be 
no  other  than  a  fhip  of  war,  in  which 
cafe,  feme  of  us  would  bid  fair  to  dance 

a  jig 


a  j^'to  tKe  imtfick  of  a  boB|ftmin's 
-whiffle  and  Fafim  bifort  night. 

Of  this  we  were  in  a  fliort  timb  nfc- 
fuUy  toihrinced,  'when  a  fifcy<-gun  fliip 
aftually  brought  too  in  the  bay,  and 
fent   her  long    boat  out    complcatly- 
ibanned,   and  in  full  ftretch  fbr  the 
'fairbour.    On   thieir    apprbaehing  'twr 
'flap,  I  was  about   to  "rttire  beDi^eca 
decks,  ih  order  to  avbid  any  cxpoftufa- 
tions  with  fucha  group' of  infernal  6b^ 
je£ls  as  then  prefented  thcnrfelves  to 
Biy  view,  armed  with  piftols,  ciitktifes, 
and  mufiqiiietoons ;  but  was  toM  by  the 
,  capistio,  that  as  I  had  efaibarkdd  in  the 
£tme  bottom,  I  friuft  ftand  ^  ^fal 
chance  with  the  reft  of  the  cksew,  Ht 
the  &me  time  ordering  me  to  ftep  inta 
the  waift,  and  prefent the  red  ropesto 
die  lieutenant,  who  mounted  the  fide 
nmh  the  pride  of  a  city  mayor  6n  a 
procefTion.    He  had  no  fooner  got  up* 
tn  deck,,  than  he  addrefled  the  fkipper, 
and  demanded  an  account  of  his  cargo, 

ton- 


Ir 
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tonnage,  and  number  of  hands;  and 
obfer^iing,  that  his  Majclty  had  ocoa- 
fion  for  a  large  quantity  of  feamenj  de- 
fired  him  to  make  no  concealments^ 
for  if  yoii  do,  fays  he,  we  ihall  brbg 
you  to  the  gang- way,  d — ^*n  me. 

The  captain  taking  no  notice  of  this 
unmannerly  falute,  begged  him  to  ftcp 

*  into  tlie  cabin  and  drink  a  glafs  of 
wine,  when,  and  where  he  ihould  be 
fully  informed  of  each  particular.  He 
was  juft  preparing  to  put  this  advice  in 
pra£tice,  which  had  confiderablyibfcencd 
/his/ features^  when  he  fpy^ed  me,  ftrut- 

J  ting^  the  deck  in  my  holland  troulbst^ 
and  a>  fcarlet  veft  I  had  that  day  put  on, 
in  order  to  make  the  better  appearance' 
on  ftiore.    At  this,  he  ftarted  back  in 

-  no  little  furprife,  and, eyeing  me  atten- 
tively for  fome  timei  exclaimed,  *  Oh, 

*  d — n  my  b'  ■    d!  who  have  ^wc  got 

*  here  ?    one  of  your  Italian  fmgen 

*  I  warrant  you.'  Then  calling  up  the 
coxfwain,  deiired  him  tQ  overhawl  that 

there 
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there  figure,  and  if  ibfae  as  how  he 
foundmetobexx>mophrodite,  tohandme 
into  the  barge,.fbr  that  I  would  dopuidy 
to  fill  up  the  netr work  ia  cloie  quastess. 

Thunderftruck  at  this  infihuation,. 
and  more  efpecially  when  I  perceived 
the  coxfwain  going  to  put  his  orders 
into  practice,  I  lugged  out  my  purfe, 
and  ftepping  up  to  the  lieutenant,  told 
him  I  was  no  feaman,  as  by  my  drefs  he 
might  reafonably  imagine,  but  agende- 
man's  fon  fent  to  fea  by  my  uncle  for 
afiicrifice;  then  clapping  the  money 
into  his  .hand,  begged  him  to  excufe 
my  fervice  at  that  jun£hire,  but  rather 
to  put  me  aihore  diredly  that  I  might 
make  the  beft  of  my  way  home  again, 
the  better  to  difappoint  my  worthy 
guardian  in  his  villanous  intention. 

Having  faid  this,.  I  was  in  full  hopes 
to  focceed  in  my  rcqueft,  more,  efpe- 
cially as  hC:  took,  my  purfe,  which  I 
prclented  him  with  a  low  bow,  and 

many 


during  his  inrpectioi 

Why, now,  thk  h 

gtnacinen,»tlr  affit 
/do  9« feci*. fas., 

•  foundings   h,imy.    j 


<  iitiiifficieiidy^Qfbfalifliod^by  lus  :|)er- 
?  my  WockJ** 

i&  dien  "with  fan  air  ibf  txmftmpt 
.dueWime  thepurfe,  wUch'heobfemd 
I  mjiglbc  have  oeeafion  lor  one  dtKf  br 
Mhcf,  Md  gd¥ifed:me  ^  a  fiioiid,  to 
ioc^  kin  the  hands  4>f 4iMne^man.bf 
tonour'oolxttid ;  whare  it  imdld  be 
much  iafer'thaki  with  «  perfim  fai  -my 
flsadon^  from  whom  fomc  dextrooa 
hand  would  certainly  fled  it  befoiel 
could  be  three  days  in  the  fhip :  and 
xdomforting  »e  49?lth  tfab  pt6fy6Bt  of 
^haps  hidag  ^ad^anctti  to  a  yeoman  of 
^the  dog's  nippera^  a'birth>  heobferved^ 
was  charmingly  calculated  &r  die  mt*. 
rjidian  of  my  lubberly  camplcxion.. 

I  earpceflbd  gieat  iivrow  at  having; 
thus  unwittingly  given  him  fuch  caufe 
tf  ofibnce  V  declared  my  ignotanoe  of 
'.any  gentlonan  an  board  who  would 

bt 


At  this  he  fcratc 
i^'  B^achy  head 

before  1  couH  Tf  *"* 
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took  the  hint;*aiid  after  a  deal  of  in* 
treaty  he  agceed  to  keep  it  for  me  him-- 
tdij  telling  me»  we  were  like  to  have 
%  glorious  war,  during  which  if  I  be* 
baved  myfelf  like  an  officer,  I  ihoyld  be 
talked  o£ 

While  the  lieutenant  was  below 
drinking  a  farewd  glafs  with  my 
quondam  captain,  and  I  was  bufy  in 
getting  my  cheft  and  bedding  into  the 
barge,  a  fly  looking  fellow  who  was^ 
one  of  the  quarter  gunners,  took  that 
opportunity  to  aflc  me  how  my  guineas 
ftood  afieded  at  prefent,  and  how  I 
durft  prefume  to  affront  the  lieutenant 
by  publickly  offering  him  a  paultry 
bribe. 

I  told  him  I  had  no  intention  to  af- 
front any  man  aboard;  that  what  I 
did  was  with  a  view  to  effeft  my  own 
dilcharge,  and  wondered  what  could 
put  him  into  fo  violent  a  paffion* 

Oho,. 


"^4br  piddilg  /-poctr  faUiwfs  *p6dcfet 
*^iitedy,  '4iieh  Scoundrels  t»-he-wUl 
'  liTc»  wKiie  hMefier  men  tn^'M'to 
^hdhorfbrve? 

« Why^^dcyou'Hcarinc now?  hchas 

•  dcaredopwardsbf  firehondrtdpounds 

•  within  thcfe  few  months  in  the  fame  raf- 
'  •  caBy  manner;  while  here  am  I,  d— n 

«  my  limbs,  whohavc  feryedlris  Ma- 
^^  j<ft/s  honour  *  many  a  year,  as^ybu 

•  mjiy  fee,  oidy^a  louiy  mldfhipman  at 
••^lift.  But  on  boaiti  our  butnboavhe 
•*  is  ldhg,prifcflr,  and  ptpphet;  andhas 
"?  'mo*e  to  fay  than  the  captain/ 

I  was  wonderfully  taken  with  this 
ieUow^s  fpirit,  and  invited*  him  to  drink 
4i^lafs  of  rum,  of  Which!  told  him  I 
'had  plenty  in  my  cheft  at  hisfervice : 
but  he  was  prevented 'from  accepting 
^my  J^greeable  oflfer,by  thearrival  df  the 
'fimtenant,  attended  %  five  morcpfef- 
'  fed  men»  of  which  the  aforementioned 
^ylor  made  one  t)f  the  mimber,  and 

had 


clapt  thereon,  and  n 
to  the  cook's  ufe  for 

As^  he  fpoke  this 
y.and  I  could  perccixc^t 
•pproache^  thf.fbxp^ 
were  the  countenaocei 
.  fufierers.  moft  of  wb 
.  fuch  difmal.  notiQQ3  ol 
that  they,  afiuall^ 
going  to^en  ^ore  ^e 

!.\^  But  we  no  ibpner  d 

"^'  and  the  poor  taylor  he 

';f  and.fweafing  o£  ;ha  Ipp; 

Si  and  perceived  t^e  numb 

^>  bttfy  in  weighing  the  aj 

jj  great  ^w*-    ' 
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Ibul,  roared  out  thcfe  words  in  the  nofn- 
thern  dialed, '  wringing  his  hands  all 
the  time  in  the  moftfcxprefliveforrbw:  ' 

*  cares  my'ftU,  for  this  day,  cares  my 

*  fell,  for  ever!  Cauld's  the  cry  will  be 

*  on'theftraprfofMiiilebiifgh,  the  night;  ' 

*  Caidd's  the  cry  for*p()or'Jp6hny  BAui-  ■ 

*  drons !  •  ricihen  threw  himrclf  ait'the  * 
captain's  feet,   and  begged  for  the{)af^  ' 
lion  of  Chrifl:  to  be  put  afliore;  at  the 
fame  time  puffing  out  a  paper^  which  he 
faid  was  a  true  copy  of  h3i'  indent uresi  •  • 
wherein  his  honour  wonild  fiAd,'  h6  had  • 
ferved    three    yfears  apprcntlcclhip   to 
Dugal  Macpherfon  of  Clackmarian  Pu,  ' 
the  taylor  \  and  had  never  been  a  failor 
in  all  his  bom  days.     But  he  might 
have  faved  himfdf  this  trouble,  for  the 
captain  underftood  no  more  of  hislmgo 
then  he  did  of  Hebrew  :  and  a(ked  the 
lieutenant  what  the  fcoundrel  meant  by 
holding  out  that  there  damned  fcrolK 

On  this.   Cartridge  recollefting  that 
our    ihip    had    been  bound  to   Vir- 
ginia, 


"•  -*  »««  nis  order  fc 
then   turning   to  the 
ch«r  up,  for  tj^  ^^ 


e/*HAMiLToii  Murray.    119 

Thispuniflmient^  as  fudden  as.it  was 
feverc^..  wrought  fuch  aa  effeA  on  tbo  ^ 
poor  tayloi^s  intelleAs^   that,  he  was  no  ' 
fooner  difengaged  A-om  the  wh^ing<« 
poft^'  than  flykigiupcto  thecaptajn  with/ 
thfc  rage-^fia  bodlanpitty.  hftpmUcd  out. 
a  •halfpenny^  and:  thnsMft^  itr  iit:  :hii<  fa^,r 
with  thcfe. words^   ^  I.cita&oA  ;yQtti  you; . 

*  Gapcai»JLucif6r4  by.ihe  wMshcritflt'of,^ 

*  chkbawbi^  till  appear^withift  twa,ou» 
^  afoitt  ymir.  makkeRy  for:  gydsn:;  ooq^ 

•  oneft  man's  chicld,  in  fikinna  btefidfv 

•  gate/  Having  faid  this,  he  ran  to-one 
of  the  port  holea^  and  tbi^^himfitf 
overboard  in  theigimtGft.diik«&kML 

Iti  h^ipcncd :  very  lucky  for  htm  at 
thit.jun^^,  that.a.boac::!WAS:juftun- 
derneath,  in  which  was  one  ofctheb^ds. 
employed  in  bailing  out  diQ  water,  who. 
finding  himfelf  boarded  in  fo  unexpe£):ed 
a  manner,  exclaimed  with  gre$t  paf- 
Tion.   *  What  ho  1  are  you  coming, there  ? 

*  here's  Scarborough  warnings  drr-^or 

*  me»  wilh^the  devil. andalLl  handoyer/ 

•the 
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*  tfa€  runner  and  tackle  there  i  Fli  be 
«  curft  if  a  fea  monfter  han'c  clapt  mc 

*  on  board  this  minute,  with  cl^ws  like 

*  hands  and  feet,  like  another  man/  He 
then  Itrgged  out  his  clafp  knife,  and 
putting  himfelf  in  a  pofture  of  ddencc, 
wiis  preparing  to  make  fome  very  cu- 
rious diiTedions  on  the  body  of  the  un- 
fortunate Baudrons,  had  he  not  been 
prevented  by  an  order  to  fling  him  ta  a 
rope,  and  let  him  be  hoifted  upon  deck 
direaiy- 

Undoubtedly  the  man  in  the  boat 
had  confiderably  broke  hii  fall,  for  his 
right  flioulder  was^  only  diflocated,  and 
fome  trifling  contufions  appeared  upon 
his  head  t  which  however  augmented 
his  pain  fo  much  in  the  drelOng,  that 
he  bellowed  like  an  afs  in  a  high  wind, 
fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  befent  down 
to  the  cock-pit,  to  clear  the  deck  of 
hisnoife;  but  not  before  the  captain 
had  ordered  his  back  to  be  anointed 
with  fome  pickle,  by  way  of  preventing 

a  mor- 
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a  mordficaclon,  which  incre4ed  his 
agpny  fo  intolerably,  that  he  exhibited 
the  vari9us  contorlions  and  wreathings 
of  a  rattle  ihake  with  furprizing  ve- 
locity, to  the  no  fmall  edification  of  the 
commander,  who  fwore  he  fhould  dance 
to^the  fecond  part  of  the  fame  tune,  for 
a  month  of  Sundays  ;  ftill  repeating  the 
word  citation,  which  he  could  neither 
underftand,  nor  digeft.  *  I  do  fuppofe, 
as  how,'  fays  he   *  the  dog  means  to 

*  bring  me  to  Doftors  Commons  :  I  was 

*  once  ferved  fuch  a  loufy  trick  before  at 

*  that  place,  to  the  tune  of  feme  hun- 
^  dreds ;  but  I'll  take  care  of  fome  body, 

*  blaft  me.  The  dog  fhall  fmell  oackum 

*  once  a  day,  and  feel  it  too,  elfe  my 

*  name  an't  Buffalo,  that's  all:  I  fhoudn't 

*  have  thought  of  citation,   d me, 

*  and  from  a  taylor  too  !  * 

While  I  was  obferving  thefe  tranfac- 
tions  with  great  attention,  and  forming 
fome  refleftions  in  regard  to  my  own 
fituation,  a  boatfwain's  driver  compli- 

VoL.  L  G  mcnted 


*yourthiev'ing  irons  u 
"elp  to  roufe  in  ?  wj 

*arn'tasyetin  your 
found   this  kind  of 
tremeljprcvaiUng,  tha 
h«  orders  a  fingfe  ^i 
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I  am  accofed  of.  mutuiy  hj  the  boat- 
fwun. — Am  chained  down  to  the  deck 
all  nig^t,  and  tried  by  axourt  of 
officeri  next  moniiog—^fpcure  mf 
fefeale  at  die  ioftaace  c£  thech^plakij 
^vko  is  9bukdtm  my  aceoiiAt.#^im- 
fmnre  a  hint  that  it  given  me,  and 
efieft  my  difciiafjge  by  the  mrdiatiin 
of  the  fuigeoa*s  mate. 

ON E  i^ght  as  we  lay   at  anchor 
in  the  Downs,  I  canrie  upon  deck, 
■   in  order  to  onjoy  aiew  minutes  incon- 
t  ^plation^,  a  circumftance  I  had  feldom 
1   ^J  cpportunity  to  indulge  in,  on  ac- 
I   count  of  the  more  than  infernal  noife 
Ml  biiftle  ihat  conftantly  iariwioded 
©e  on  every  quarter :  but  at  this  junc- 
ture,  being  a  fine  cdm,  and  about  the 
lioor  of  twdve,  all  tilings  were  more 
An  .ordioaiy  £lcQt ;  and  unleis  the 
fORle  aauanmiing  of  ibt  fea  againft: 
G  2^  the 
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the  (hip*s  fide,  and  the  fiioaring  of  a 
few  hands  upon  the  watch,  moft  of 
whom  were  aflcep,  I  had  nothing  to 
difturb  my  meditation. 

As  the  fore-caftle  was  the  fitted  place 
for  this  purpofe,  I  took  up  my  ftation 
there ;  and  had  wandered  over  in  my 
mind  from  one  fiibject  to  another,  till 
at  laft  I  fell  upon  a  paflage  in  Hamlet, 
which  feemed  fo  applicable  to  my  pre- 
fent  fituation,  that  being  wrapt  in 
thought,  and  ignorant  of  the  confe- 
•quences,  I  bawled  aloud  thefe  lines  in 
an  exalted  voice,  which  I  accompanied 
with  all  die  attitudes  of  a  tragedy  hero. 

'Tis  now  the  very  witching  time  of  nighty 
When  church-yards  yawn,  and  hell  itfclf 

breathes  out 
Contagion  to  the  world  —  Now  could  I  drinfc 

hot  bloody 
And  do  fuch  bitter  buHnefs,  as  the  day 
Would  quake  to  look  on. — Soft  — 

The  boatfwain  who  was  then  walking 
the  main  deck,  and  had  Mened  with 

fingu* 
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lingular  attention  to  my  whole  be- 
haviour, no  fooner  heard  thefe  terrible- 
words,  and  perceived  the  menacing  pof- 
ture  I  had  afTumed,  than  he  very  faga- 
cioufly  concluded  that  fome  confpiracy 
was  on  the  carpet.  Full  of  this 
thought  he  drew  near,  foftly  on  his  tip- 
toes, and  foon  heard  me  repeating  over 
the  fame  lines  again  with  vaft  energy^ 
which  indeed  had  taken  my  fancy  very 
much,  as  the  flillnefs  of  the  night,  and 
the  twinkling  of  fome  lights  from  the 
ihore,  ferved  greatly  to  augment  the  fo- 
lemnity  of  the  fcene.  Convinced  beyond 
a  doubt  that  there  was  certainly  a  defign 
a  broaching,  he  jumpt  up  with  furprif- 
ing  agiKty  upon  the  forecaftle,  and 
feizing  me  by  the  gullet,  put  a  very 
difagreeable  flop  to  another  fpeech  I 
had  juft  begun,  by  crying  out,    *  O  ho, 

*  you  cou*d,  you  dog,   fend  us  all  to 

*  hell  in  an  inftant,  could  you  ?  but  1*11 

*  take  care  of  one,  howfomdever,  d — n 

*  my  whiftle.  Yo  ho,  abaft  there,  call 
!  all  hands  diredly,  here's  precious  do- 

G  3  *  ings 


r--""w  luum,  or  1' 
'  «ian't  aJJ  of  us  bi 
' pump  thunder,  ins 

c/ouded  forward  in  tl 
and  being  told  by  tl; 
ttefe  w«  certainly  a  d 
'untiiefhiponihore. 
cafcfaed  one  of  the  ri 
gjihfi-tofetfirt  to  the 
««rined  the  officers  an, 
"^ftanf,  and  dragging  « 
ftie  down  to  one  of  ih 
»f  thef  Otamination. 

Asllayinthbcondit 
opportunity  to  aft  the 
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^  Ipeftableofficer,  do  ye  ice,  with  adefign 

*  to  blow  us  all  to  atoms,  and  are  to  bQ 

*  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  mutiny  a^ 

*  iboD  as  day.    D— — n  me,  you  have 

*  done  for  yourfelf  now  to  all  intents  and 

*  purpofes,  and  will  be  tricked  up  to  the 
«  yard-arm  without  bail  or  mainpriie  i 
•that's  all —  that's  alL* 

«  la  the  morning,  the  captain,  attended 
by  all  his  officers  on  board,  formed  a 
circle  on  the  quarter  deck  *,  and  having 
commanded  me  to  be  brought  aft,  or- 
dered the  boatfwain  to  relate  what  he 
bad  to  iay  againft  mc  On  which  my 
accuier,  after  taking  a  quid  of  tobacco 
out  of  his  pouch,  and  filling  his  moutb 
wthit,  began  thus» 


•  May  it  pleafe  your  worflupful  ho- 
nour, it  was  my  watch  laft  night  a( 
^  twelve  :  I  was  walking  the  main  deck 

*  very  foberly,  when  I  perceived  this 

•  here  gallows-looking  dog  chattering 
^  to  fomebody  at  a  great  rjate^  and  ber 

G  4  *  ing 


c> 


*i  heard  this  Scotchn 
"  there  !  now  or  ne 
"  drink  their  blood. 
"  we'll  do  fuch  a  pie 

*' daylight  fhalltrcn 

*  had  a  deal  of  mor 

*  church-yards,  and 
*0n  this,  knowing  1 

*  of  preffcd  men  on  ; 
^popt  into  my  brains; 
'howtheyhadadefig, 

*  moorings  i  and  as  tj 
•eriy,  let  her  drive  aft 

*  ing  ought  to  any  bod 

*  their  cfcape,  at  the  ex 

*  4  fhip  as  ever  fpread  ^ 

*  thinks  I  my  boys,   I 

*  Jet  Rceftackle  aloL  t 
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^  alarms  the  whole  watch  upon  the  in^ 
^  ftant ;  but  it  was  fo  hellifh  dark,  the 

*  rogues,  I  do  fuppofe,  took  that  oppor- 

*  tunity  to  fculk  down  the  after-hatch- 
'  way,  and  left  this  here  villain  to  pay 

*  the  reckoning. 

The  captain  turned  pale  as  death  at 
thele  words,  and  in  a  faultring  accent 
addrefled  the  company  thus  :    *  Why, 

*  gentlemen,  do  but  obfcrve,  here  was 

*  evidently  a  defign  on  foot  to  butcher 

*  us  all,  every  man  and  mother's  fon 

*  of  us,  by  G— d!    Thefe  Scotch  fons 

*  of  b — t — es  were  always  a  mutinous 

*  pack  from  the  beginning  of  the  world, 

*  and  their  d — ^n'd  rebellions  lately,  fhew 

*  plainly  what  kidney  they  are  of:  *  then 
turning  tome-,  'You  hell-fired  dog  you,* 
fays  he,  '  what  have  you  to  fay,  why 
«  we  (houdn't  tuck  you  up  to  the  yard- 

*  arm  without  judge,  jury,  or  benefit 

*  of  clergy  ?  *  The  lieutenant  then  ad- 
vifed  me  to  turn  king's  evidence,  and 
impeach  my  companions,  as  the  only 

G  5  way 


-fewiiv  or  a  tiiml 
'  ''O  impeach  the 
'^^— ii7e,    blow 

*  honour.  1  knew 

*  iome  of  thefe  oc 

'TV  ^  ^^"  ^c 
;f  the  Lords  of 

fc-mceableperfon 
^  mand  of  a  ftjp 

the  deva  caJJ  aJi 
*  wouj.* 

^he  captain's  cJej 

«>  r*ad  out  the  fun, 

f^pofnion,  on  whicj 

.  i'' Vourt.  on  the  a 
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^  rngrainfxi,  tided  and  affiled  fheretQ» 

*  hy   oeruki  lasu]-lubber»    unknown.: 

*  what  have  you  to  fay  why  judgment 
^fliould  not  be  pronounced  againft 
•you?* 

*  May  k  pleaiie  ywr  honour/  fays  J,. 
tBrniagCo  tbecaptain,  ^  andthefe  gallant 

*  officers  in  council  aflembled,  I  can 
^  fay  no  means  4:omprehend  the  neafon  of 
^  aU  this  commotioa  :  all  that  I  can 

*  lay  of  the  matter  is  this,  that  I  came 

*  upon  deck  laft  night  about  twelve.; 

*  and  was  indulging  fome  minutes  very 

*  agreeably  in  contemplation,  when  I 
^  was  rudely  interrupted  by  theevidence, 

*  who  uiied  me  moft  barbaroufly,  only 
^  for  pronouncing  in  an  innocent  and 
'  thougjhtlefs  ihanner,  a  few  words 
^  I  liad  rec(Jle£ted  from  the  ccle- 
'  hraxed  play  of  Hamlet^   wrktcn  by 

*  our£unous  poet  Shakelpeart  as  being 

*  in  my  happier  days   much  delighted 

*  with  tragedy :'  *  Yes,  d — me,'  fays  the 
boatfwain,  ^  (6  it  appeacs  ypu  were ;  and 

*  we 


ri  3  2  The  Ltfe  mdAiveniurei 
*  we  were  like  to  have  had  a  pretty  tragi 
*  cal  piece  of  work  of  it  alfo,  hadn't  1 
*  been  too  many  for  you,' 
I  was  then  ordered  to  tell  in  cpea 
court  what  words  I  had  faid,  and  to 
whom  I  addrefTed  them  :  on  which  I 
repeated  the  foregoing  lines  verbatini, 
and  told  them  I  was  not  fpeaking  to  any 
body^  but  only  amufing  myfelf.  *  Not 

*  fpeaking  to  any  body ! '    fays  the  cap- 

*  tain,  *  why  then  it  muft  be  to  the  devU! 

*  D me,  I  recolleft  to  have  heard 

'  once,  when  I  was  but  a  youngfter, 

*  that    one     of     his    Majefty's    Ihips 

*  was   tranfported   feme  hundreds    of 

*  leagues  by  fuch  another  nobody  z% 
'  this   fcoundrel  was  confulting  with, 

*  and  all  in  the  compafs  of  one  night, 

*  and  nobody  on  board  knew  how,  or 

*  which  way,  till  they  fairly  found  them- 

*  fel  ves  in  Plymouth  Sound,  for  which  the 

*  fhip  was  condemned  to  be  burnt  down 

*  to  the  waters  edge  for  a  wizard.    But 

*  who  is  this  Hambleton  and  this  Jack 

!Spear 
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<  Spear  you  chatter  fo  much  abour^ 

*  where  be  they  ?  produce  them,  yon 
«  eternal  dog  dircdlly,  or  by  the  living 

*  God  rU  divide  thee  in  the  twift.* 

It  was  in  vain  to  tell  him,  that  Shake^ 
ipear  was  a  poet  and  wrote  the  play 
I  mentioned,  and  that  Hamlet  was  the 
the  principal  charafter  in  the  drama : 
he  infifted  it  was  all  a  d  d  lie,  with 
an  obftinacy  peculiar  to  himfelf;  roar* 
ing  out  all  the  time,  that  the  two  fcoun- 
drels  fhould  be  brought  to  die  gang- 
way, whom  he  fwore  muft  certainly  be 
fomeof  the  chief  confpirators. '  D — me,* 
fays  he,  '  I  ought  to  underftand  fome- 

*  thing  of  tragedy  too,  I  have  been  at 

*  fome  pretty  tragical  work  in  my  time, 

*  by  G — d:  when  no  longer  ago  than 

*  in  the  laft  war,  at  the  bold  aftion  in 

*  the  Mediterranean,  under  the   com- 

*  mand  of  Admiral 1,  had  three 

*  gold  laced  hats  carried  away  by  the 

*  enemies  fire,  my   weather-leg   fhot 
[  through  in  three  places  by  their  fmall 

*  arms. 


;  Dili  ever  fince:  i 
'"e  fons  of   b. 
■.  i^  ,  ."""  oit  of  w. 
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due  there  was  fio  trtalbn  or  mutiny  it^ 
the  cafe,  by  producing  the  book  ftooi 
which  the  very  lines  had  been  repeated. 

But  the  captain,  who  was  extreamly 
conceited,  and  thought  his  iinderftand- 
ing  affronted  by  this  infinuation,  would 
hear  him  no  farther  on  that  fubjeifl; 
but  bid  him  be  gone  off  the  deck  to  his 
cabin,  and  fumble  orer  his  old  ftale^ 
fermons^  and  not  bufy  himfelf  about 
what  was  entirely  out  of  his  latitude.^ 
This  was  a  fufficient  encouragement  to 
the  boatfwain,  who,  enraged  to  find  the 
honour  of  the  day  going  thus  to  be 
fnatched  out  of  his  hands,  came  up 
dofc  to  his  ear,  and  fcizing  him  by  the 
forctop,  cried  out,  *  Til  tell  you  what 

•  Mr.  Domine,  you  nor  all  the  devils 

•  in  hell   fhall  ever  perfuade  me  but 

•  there  was  mutiny  in  the  cafe,    ay, 

•  and  d ^'d  mutiny  too.    What !  I 

•  fuppofe  you  are  fome  popifh  jefuit  in 

•  difguife,   and   have   a  fellow-feeling 

•  with  dogs  of  the  fame  kidney :  but 

•had 


'- ;  .■* 


•veiieJ.  D—me,  r, 
*  Aip  of  you,  I  wc 

.  ^^  *^en  Jugged  i 

^olendy  by  the  he 

made  him  reel  aboi 

top;    and  would  hj 

lame  game  much  loni 

chief  mate  whifpered 

"  '"^^  '^^O'ing  thinj 

thereupon  ordered  hii 

at  the  fame  time  advif 

not  to  troubJd  himfeL 

about  matters  which  , 

him ;   «  For  you  fee  ' 

•ftandno  more  chanc 

catinheJJ  without  c 

<*aplain.  highiy  refenrj; 
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boacfwain  publickly  afked  his  pardon 
for  the  late  affront,  and  the  poor  fel- 
low (meaning  me)  fhould  be  difchargedr 
which  the  captain  at  laft  thought  fit 
to  grailt,  after  defiring  me  to  hold  no 
more  jaw-work  with  the  devil  on  board 
his  (hip,  on  pain  of  being  keel-hawled ; 
and  the  boatfwain,  in  high  dudgeon, 
told  me  I  fhould  have  reafon  to  curfc 
father  and  mother,  and  turn  Turk,  for 
this  day's  proceeding. 

Indeed  I  had  foon  caufe  to  believe 
he  would  not  be  worfe  than  his  word ; 
for  the  very  next  morning,  under  pre- 
tence of  having  the  main-top-gallant- 
fhrouds  tarr'd,  although  it  was  then 
my  watch  below,  he  called  me  up,  and 
telling  me  that  to  fpill  the  leaft  drop 
in  the  operation,  I  had  better  be 
d — n*d,  fent  me  aloft  to  perform  that 
difagreeable  job,  while  he  conduced 
me  himfelf  as  far  as  the  foot-hook- 
ihrouds,  where  making  fome  ftand,  on 
account  of  the  falling  back  of  the  rigg* 

ing. 
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kg,  he  belaboured  me  fo  beaitily  with 
a  rope's  end,  that  in  the  agony  of  pain, 
I  was  conft rained  to  heave  the  whok 
bucket  of  tar  foil  in  his  face*  whicb 
put  him  in  fuch  a  trim,  that  he  roared 
in  concert,  and  fwore  moft  confounded- 
ly that  a  Scotchmaa  was  certainly  the 
devil. 

Another  time,  for  fome  trifling  faultt 
he  lafhed  me  up  to  the  wcather-fhrouds, 
where  I  ftood  eight  long  hours  widi 
my  face  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  a 
fiorth-eaft-wind  in  the  middle  of  Maicbt 
and  in  a  word,  he  found  ib  mwy  me* 
thods  to  verify  bi3  proaiifc,  that  Wif 
life  was  intolerable,  and  I  began  ta 
have  ibme  thoughts  of  watching  fo/t 
an  opportunity  of  jumping  overboard 
and  dragging  my  pcrfccutor  along^ 
ndth  me. 

In  this  diftrefs  I  was  given  to  ua* 
derftand  one  day  by  a  young  fellow^ 
a  retainer  to  the  cock-pif,   that  if  4 

cvcc 
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crer  had  a  mind  to  cflfeft  my  difcharge, 
I  would  do  well  to  make  application  to 
the  furgeon's  mate,  who,  for  a  trifling 
conlideration,  would  enter  me  in  the 
iick  lift  that  was  to  go  afliore  the  next 
Monday ;  adding,  that  if  I  was  once 
a-ground,  it  was  my  own  fault  if  ever 
I  came  there  again ;  for  he  had  over- 
heard the  boatfwa'm  threaten  to  beat 
me  to  ftockfifh.  I  thanked  him  very 
heartily  for  this  falutary  advice,  and 
defired  him  to  drink  a  glafs  of  rum  \ 
but  in  loolung  for  the  fmall  cheft  it 
was  m,  I  found  the  whole,  cafe  and  all^ 
had  been  pillaged  fince  my  arrival  on 
board,  of  which  fome  broken  pieces  of 
the  lid,  whereon  my  name  was  engraved^ 
convinced  me  to  a  dcmonftratk>n.  How- 
ever, I  was  very  glad  to  find  they  had 
not  meddled  with  my  cheft  wherein  was 
my  clothes  and  gold  watch  •,  and  I  re- 
folved  to  make  no  mention  of  thefe,  left 
Mr.  Cartridge  fliould  be  for  keeping 
them  for  me  alfo. 


Ia 
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In  confequencc  of  ihis  hint,  I  cook 
occallon  to  flip  down  next  moming  into 
the  furgery  under  pretence  of  getting  a 
piece  of  falve  for  a  fore  finger  ;  and 
while  the  mate  was  very  complaifandy 
cutting  it  for  me,  as  not  doubting  the 
truth  of  my  errand,  I  teftified  my  fur- 
prifc  that  a  Jtoung  gentleman  in  his 
flation  fhouid  wear  check  (hires,  while 
little  petty  warrants  were  flaunting  it 
.,  ^bout  inlheir  ruffles,  and^  begged  him 
to  accept  of  a  couple  of  mine  which 
had  never  been  worn  ;  at  the  fame 
time  deliring  his  advice  how  to  extricate 
%  myfelf  out  of  the  troublefome  dilemma 
I  was  m.  I  did  not  ilay  for  his  advice 
after  having  faid  this,  but  I  ran  to  my  chcft 
and  brought  out  three  Holland  ihirts, 
with  as  many  cambrick  neck-clothst 
which  I  put  into  his  haq^s  with  gr^ 
fubmiffion,  and  a{)^16gizing  very  mucA 
for  my  freedom. 

I  foon  found  I  had  taken  no  impro* 
per  method  to  fuccecd    He  received 

my 
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my  prefent  with  great  pleafure,  and 
with  a  fmiling<ountenance,  addrefled 
mc  as  follows :    ^  Come,  my  lad,  I 

*  find  you  are  a  gentleman,  and  fome- 

*  thing  muft  be  done  for  you  fpeedily. 

*  Let  me  fee — Ay,  you  muft  have  the 

*  itch,  the  better  to  deceive  their  op- 

*  ticks ;  and  if  that  woiVt  do,  wc  muft 

*  clap  you  into  a  raging  fever  fbrfbme 
'  time.    Do  you  take  me  ?  • 

I  was  very  much  difgufted  at  thelc 
violent  methods,  and  hinted  my  un* 
willingnefs  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
fevers,  as  having  Ibme  months  before 
been  almoft  carried  off  with  one.  At 
which  he  laughed  heartily,  and  gave 
me  to  underftand,  that  what  he  meant 
was  only  an  artificial  one,  brought  on 
hjf  clapping  a  little  clove  of  garlick  in- 
to my  fundament,,  which  would  raife 
my  blood  into  fuch  a  ftate  of  fermen- 
ution,  as  might  deceive  the  whole  fa- 
culty; but,  fays  he,  I  believe  we  fliall 
have  no  occafion  for  this  experiment. 

He 
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He  then  made  me  throw  oflT  luf 
jacket*  and  bare  my  arms  to  the  foil 
lengthy  on  which  he  chafed  my  flcin  in 
fuch  manner  that  it  looked  like  a  piece 
of  raw  beef.  When  he  had  rubbed 
me  fufBciendjr  as  he  thought,  1^  put 
OG  a  layer  of  gunpowder*  which  he  hi- 
fufcd  into  my  flcin  by  fridion,  and  af* 
ter  ferving  my  brcaft  and  thighs  in  the 
fame  way,  obfcrved  I  had  got  a  moft 
damnable  itch  and  fcurvy*  and  there 
^was  a  neceflity  co  fend  me  aihore  4>ttcii" 
ly,  m  order  to  keep  the  flrip^s  crew 
from  being  tainted  with  the  infedtious 
diftcmper. 

I  now  thought  proper  to  mention 
my  money  in  the  lieutcnant*s  iiands  % 
but  he  advifed  me  to  touch  upon  that 
itring  as  little  as  poffible :  for  if  ir 
found  I  wanted  to  withdraw  it,  Jr 
would  infallibly  flop  my  going  on 
fliore,  in  order  to  make  my  life  a  hup* 
4en, ;  whereas  now,  fays  he,  if  you  jkc 
quhefilent^  he'll  be  ^ad  of  yourga- 

ing. 
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tny  prefent  with  great  pleafure,  and 
with  a  fmiling<ountenance,  addrefled 
tne  as  follows :  -^  Come,  my  lad^  I 
^  find  you  are  a  gentleman,  and  fome- 

*  thing  mud  be  done  for  you  fpeedily. 

*  Let  me  fee  —  Ay,  you  muft  have  the 

*  itch,  the  better  to  deceive  their  op- 

*  ticks ;  and  if  that  woi>*t  do,  we  muft 
^  clap  you  into  a  raging  fever  for  fome 

*  time.    Do  you  uke  me  ?  * 

I  was  very  much  difgufted  at  thefc 
violent  methods,  and  hinted  my  un- 
willingnefs  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
fevers,  as  having  fome  months  before 
been  almoft  carried  off  with  one.  At 
-which  he  laughed  heartily,  and  gave 
me  to  underftand,  that  what  he  meant 
was  only  an  artificial  one,  brought  on 
^  clapping  a  little  clove  of  garlick  in- 
to my  fundament,,  which  would  raife 
my  blood  into  fuch  a  ftate  of  fermen- 
tation, as  might  deceive  the  whole  fa- 
culty; but,  fays  he,  I  believe  we  (hall 
have  no  occafion  for  this  experiment. 

He 
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This  was  touching  upon  the  right 
firing-  He  made  me  drink  a  Jhare  <rf 
a  bowl  of  punch  with  him  before  my 
departure  %  and  at  going  away,  he  ac* 
companied  me  to  the  gang- way  himfelfi 
and  prevented  me  from  receiving  fome 
very  convincing  tokens  of  affefKo^i 
which  my  good  friend  the  boatfwaia 
was  preparing  to  compliment  me  with 
on  this  occafion. 

As  I  had  juft  got  into  the  boat,  the 
poor  taylor,  whom  I  have  heretofore 
mentioned  by  the  name  of  Baudroni, 
feeing  me  in  this  happy  fituation*  ap- 
proached the  gunwale,  and  after  fhed- 
ding  abundance  of  tears,  addrefled  mc 
thus  :  '  My  dear  frien,  ye  arc  nu 
,*  gangin  tiJi  a  quintra,  like  the  laund 

*  of  Canaan,  fu  o  milk  and  hinny,  an 

*  faar  peer  Johny  Baudrons  manna  nc 

*  mare  bouden  himfel  to  pluck  the  green  ' 
•gowin — fan  ye  fal  get  a  fittininmcnt  ^ 

*  upo  the  Laund  o'Cakes,  dinna  forget  1 

*  to  gee  my  kine  fervice  to  ilka  body  ' 

*  faas  « 
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*  faas  names  are  pitcen  doon  upo  this 

*  bitty  o*  paper,  an  lat  them   ken,  at 

*  -they  wid  need  to  hae  unko  braw  ein, 

*  an  ever  they  fee  me  ony  mare,    for 

*  lang  afore  they  read  the  guts  o*  this 

*  letter,  peer  Johny  Baudrons  will  be 

*  a  caller  meel's  meltit  for  kitty  weeaks 

*  and  fea  meaws.*  . 

Having  faid  this,  his  bofom  heaved 
with  tumultuous  paflions,  his  eyes  were 
drowned  in  floods  of  briny  tears,  and  I 
myfelf  was  fo  afFefted  at  this  mournful 
and  melancholy  fcene,  that,  notwith- 
(landing  my  prefent  excefs  of  fpirits,  I 
could  not  help  expreffing  my  concern 
for  him  in  a  fympathetick  fliower,  fo 
much  had  the  poor  fellow's  difmal 
greeting  affefted  my  paflions  ;  and  on 
our  way  to  ftiore,  I  fo  earneftly  recom- 
mended him  to  the  furgeon's  mate,  that 
he  promifed  to  (land  his  friend  the  firft 
opportunity. 

Vol.  I.  H  CHAP^ 


r 
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CHAP,    xri, 

I  land  at  Deal. — Put  up  at  a  public 
houfe. — Qualifications  of  my  Jand- 
lady. — Commence  aa  intrigirc  with 
Mifs  Betfy  her  daughter,  which  is 
carried  on  to  the  ]aft  crifis. 

WH  E  N  I  had  once  more  fct  my 
feet  upon  dry  land,  I  looked 
back  to  the  Downs  with  infinite  joy, 
to  think  I  had  fo  happily  got  rid  of  my 
late  infernal  quarters^  and  gazing  on 
the  fhip,  which  was  then  niounted  on 
the  top  of  a  rifing  furge,  *  Fareivd^' 
&ys  I,  ^  thou  inhofpitable  dwelftogt 
^  farewel  thou  boifterous  element  \  and 
*^fare  thee  welJ,  thou  ffiJt  mopc  h&£^ 

*  tcrous  captain  Buffalo!  And  ob^ 
*^  forbear  to  exercife  farther  tbf  tjK 
^  rannick  fway  on  the  body  of  the  poor 
^  unfortunate  Batidrons,   left  yo»  fiyw 

*  that  unhappy  wretch  to  fedc  r^hffi 

*  from  thy  barbarity  in  the  briny  deep! 

*  And  for  myfelf,    may  I  henceforth 
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never  behold  diy  detefted  face  again, 
or  hear  mention  of  thee  mone,  unleft 
perchance,  I  fhould  encounter  thee 
in  thy  progrefs  to  Execution  Dock, 
or  perufe  thy  detefted  name  in  fbme 
friendly  paragraph  of  news,  as  a  vie- 
rim  to  the  revenge  of  thy  offended 
country,  for  having  di%raccd  the 
glory  of  the  Britifh  flag,  by  thy  bar- 
barity and  cowardice,  for  cruelty  and 
fear,  are  thy  diftinguifhing  charadle- 
rifticks;  which  with  grofs  ignorance 
and  moft  confummate  pride,  confti- 
tute  tliee  at  once  a  prodigy  of  wicked- 
ne&  and  folly.* 

Having  given  vent  to  the  Amotions 
f  my  heart  on  this  occafion,  I  turned 
vf  &ce  from  the  fhore,  and  entered 
[ie  town  of  Deal,  where  I  refolved  to 
eft  a  few  days  before  I  fet  out  for 
jondon :  with  this  view,  I  took  a  lodg- 
1^  at  a  publick  houfe,  and  for  the  firfl: 
ime  fince  I  left  Scotland,  began  to  en* 
oy  the  fwcets  of  life^ 

H  2  I  foon 


•»•*.         LWCI       1 


i^Tili 


b- 


than  one,  fhe  had  vei 

verted  the  back  pan 

'     a  pawnbroker's  fliop, 

ter  Mifs  Betfy.    ma, 

wccefs  among  the  fai 

took  care  that  the  ft 

thofe  occafions,  ihoul 

native  quarters,  bypfe 

her  cuflomers  with  ft( 

the  nature  of  a  puUic 

•  I  had  not  been  ma 
houfe,  before  I  found 
fuch  a  convenience  in 
iike  this,  for  as  moft  o 

nev  hail   htu.r.  i.,r^  -_ .  . 
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It  was  not  long  before  I  obferved  there 
was  another  branch  Hill,  in  which  they 
carried  on  a  confiderable  tralHck,  and 
it  was  this,  that  neither  mother  or 
daughter  would  fcruple  to  let  out  their 
perfons  to  any  obliging  cuftomer,  for  a 
a  confidcration  :  this  I  v/as  given  to  un- 
derftand  one  day  by  my  landlady  her- 
fdf ;  who,  after  praifing  the  good  qua- 
lities of  her  daughter,  proceeded  thus : 

•■  But  take  care,  you  young  leering 

*  rogue,  you  don't  fall  foul  of  the  poor 

*  chicken,   for  fhould  you,    mercy  on 

*  me !  I  know  not  what  would  be  the 

*  confequence,   for  women,   you  know 

*  are  frail  when  objefts  are  tempting, 

*  and  then  —  but  Til  fay  no  more,  tho' 

*  one  thing  I  muft  whifpcr  in  your  ear, 

*  that  (he  vows>  fo  (he  does,  that  if  flie 

*  can't  have    a  failor,  ftie  never  will 

*  marry  another  man  in  her  life  :  God*s 

*  bkffing  attend  the    failors    wherever 
'  they  go !    they  are  the  ftrength  of  the 

*  nation  in  peace,  and  its   defence  in 

H  3  ftime 
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I  ^^^^  fear  or  rifqu 

'  hu/band  was  3  faij 

'  bailor,  and  it  is  by 

;  bJefs  their  honeft 

Coaxum,  withalJhc 

Thusfheranonfo 
an    hour,    Jn    rcpeati 

vrtucsoffaiiors.  and 
"nued  much  longer  , 
from  a  fuppofidon  thai 

number,  had  not  Mi6 
iierbyfteppingintotj,^ 

obhgmgjy  inviting  n,e 

ner  J  and  who,  during  t 
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I  now  began  to  fancy  that  all  this 
kind  ufage  could  proceed  from  nothing 
but  their  opinion  of  my  being  a  gen- 
tleman, and  with  this  thought,   I  took 
occafion  for  the  firft  time,    to  pull  out 
my  watch  in  order  to  convince  them  to 
a  reality,  that  they  were  not  wrong  in 
their  conjeftures  :  as  this  was  a  move- 
able neither  of  them  had  yet  feen,  I 
could  perceive  their  to  opticks  enlarge 
themfelves  in  a  particular  manner  at  its 
produftion,    and  at  laft  fairly  fettle  on 
the  meridian  of  the  fame  in  a  fixt  pof- 
ture :  no  doubt,   being  drawn  fo  vio- 
lently towards  its  centre,   by  the  attrac- 
tion and  virtues  of  the  metallick  par- 
ticles whereof  it  was  compofed :    my 
pride  was  very  agreeably  flattered  at 
feeing  them  confider  it  fo  attentively : 
and  after  obferving  to  them,  that  it  was 
a  family  piece,  and  had  been  made  by 
one  of  the  greateft  mailer's  in  England, 
I  put  it  into  the  old  woman's  hands, 
with  a  defire  to  give  the  fwivel-pin  a 
fmall  (hove,  by  means  of  which,  I  told 
H  4  her. 
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•  gine.*  Such  a  declaration  made  lier 
ftare,  flie  very  fubmiflively  begged  par- 
don for  her  miftake,  and  (hrugging  up 
her  (houlders  while  I  put  it  in  my  fob, 
obferved,  *  Well,  God  forbid  I  fliould 

•  advifc  you  to  part  with  it  at  any  rate  5 

•  though  I  believe  I  could  wifli  you  to 

*  a  certain  perfon,  who  lies  but  in  the 

*  next  room  to  you,  who  would  make 

*  you  ample  amends  for  it,* — learing  at 
the  fame  time  towards  her  daughter,  for 
whom  I  muft  own,  I  had  by  this  ticnc 
conceived  fome  fmall  affedtion* 

When  I  got  to  bed,  I  could  not  help 
reflefting  on  the  old  woman's  hint,  of 
Mifs  Betfy's  laying  in  the  next  room  to 
me,  and  this  thought  operated  fo 
ftrongly  on  my  imagination,  that  I  left 
my  pillow  about  one  in  the  morning, 
and  explored  my  way  in  the  dark,  in 
the  hope  of  finding  an  agreeable  bed- 
fellow i  and  indeed  I  foon  found  I  had 
no  reafon  to  repent  of  the  tryal,  for  the 
dear  creature's  door  was  kindly  left 
H  5  upon 


a  prefent  of  a  triffling 
however  diminiflied  i 
in  the  purchafe,  th 
convinced  a  few  more 
turns  would  foon  com 
fupplies  by  the  expci 
fome  new  moveable. 
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CHAP.    xin. 

Am  re-inforccd  by  my  fhip-mate  Bau- 
drona.  — Vifit  the  Royal  Hofpital.— 
Am  diverted  with  the  humour  of  an 
invalid. — My  companion  makes  an 
excurfion  in  the  dead  of  night,  which 
involves  him  in  a  very  ridiculous  ad- 
venture. 

WHILE  I  thus  bafked  in  the 
fun-fhine  of  Mils  Betfy's  af- 
fections, who  poor  creature,  was  the 
moft  forlorn  foul  alive,  whenever  I  was 
out  of  her  company,  more  efpecially  if 
I  carried  my  watch  with  me,  for  which  (he 
had  lately  conceived  a  moft  lingular  at- 
tachment ;  I  wasone  morning  very  a  gree- 
ably  furprized  at  the  appearance  of  my 
ihipmate  Baudrons,  the  taylor,  who  had 
profited  fo  much  by  a  hint  given  him 
from  the  cockpit,  that  he  had  procured 
his  enlargement,  at  the  expence  of  a 

large 


'•'H  an    apparition, 
^and  him   that  very 
f^ion  of  pocketting 
Kirprize.  ^ 


V. 


I  was  much  plea( 
tounter,  as  I  /houJd 
with  a  very  entertainir 
jnyjaarneytoLondo. 
J  propofcd  fetting  out 

The  poor  fdhw  wt 
at  having  fo  Juckily  eff 
that  nothing  wouid  fen 
a  girl,  and  an  immed 
the  fhrine  of  Venus,   as 
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tirhofe  love  had  already  devoured  my 
whole  flock  of  moveables,  I  made  no 
(cruple  to  transfer  a  part  of  my  prefciit 
abundance  tothehappinefsofmyfriend, 
and  promifed  to  let  him  fupply  my  place 
for  that  very  night,  at  which  he  tcftified 
much  thankfulnefs  and  fatisfadtion. 

But  before  night  came  on,  our  cu- 
riofity  led  us  to  enter  the  Royal  Hof- 
pital.  for  fick  and  wounded  feameri, 
where  the  firft  objeft  that  prefented  it- 
felf,  was  a  failor  going  to  fufFer  the 
lofs  of  an  offending  member,  for 
a  diforder,  which  though  eafily  cori- 
trafted,  yet  difcovers  itfelf  in  more 
ftrange  appearances,  than  any  other 
incident  to  the  human  body. 

The  fufgeons  had  already  got  round 
him,  in  full  preparation  to  do  bufinefs, 
while  their  patient  lay  extended  on  a 
bench  with  a  rueful  countenance,  and 
gazing  about  in  a  mod  wiftful  manner. 
This  ftatc  of  .fufpenfxon  however,  did 

not 


fuddenly,  made  a  furi 
wards,  and  with  greai 
claimed,    *  Avaft  !  a 

♦  ther's,  avaft!  do  tafc 

*  ieainen  for  once  io  a  y 

*  how  you  Ihould  fplio 
«  preventer  braces  here, 

•  ftays,  don't  you  thin 

*  it  ?  I've  feen  many  a 
'fore now,  brought  in 
•ing:  what  fayftthou 

•  x%ht  ? 

.  Here  the  furgeon  tc 
there  was  an  abfolutt  i 
putation,  the  better  to  f 
requcnces,  that  muft  oi 
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means  to  let  himfelf  be  docked,  obfeir-^ 
ipg  the  mall  had  already  given  way  in 
the  partners,  and  would  certainljr 
broach  too  with  him,  though  under  a 
ballanced  mizzen  :  this  account  was  far 
from  being  fatisfa&ory  to  Jack,  who 
immediately  cried  out,  *  What,  not  one 

•  inch?  carry  all  away?*  and  being  told 
not  one,  he  ftarted  up  in  a  tranfport  of 
rage,  and  declared,  he  would  fee  them 
all  d— kI  for  a  parcel  of  good  for  nothing 
fcoundrels  as  they  were,  before  any  dog 
there  fhould  clap  their  can-hooks  upon 
him.  *  What  !*  continued  he,  'to  lofe  my 

•  precious  limb,  for  want  of  a  topping- 

•  lift,  or  a  bob-ftay?  rU  be  d n'd 

*firft.' 

When  he  had  teftified  his  diflent  in 
this  manner,  he  rufhed  forward  to  the 
door-way  in  great  fury,  but  ufed  fo 
little  caution  in  the  fteeridge,  that  he 
overiet  the  whole  apparatus  prepared 
on  this  occafion ;  while  the  principal 
<iperator«  not  having  timely  notice  of 

fo 


;;'-f  that";;;  Jb';; 

^"  boJt-fprit  wouJd 

«^d  then  niade  the  fc 
.^?<i««;  where  he, 

or  6t.  Thomas's  Ho 
-^ereoolcthecureft 

f'derinthepaJetof\ 
heruftainstoZ^j;^!'^ 

At  night,  when  we 
apartments,  j  f'  j 
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plexion  exhibited  fome  very  uncommon 
fymptoms  of  vivacity,  and  he  begged 
me  with  great  importunity  to  make 
good  my  promifc,  by  fuflfering  him  to 
afiume  my  birch  for  that  night,  when 
he  doubted  not,   he  faid^   ^  to  mak  it 

*  geud,  at  the  deel  a  da  Teeler  in  aw 

*  his  Maje(ly*s  Dominions,  was  fik  a 

*  clever  chield  at  the  exercife  o*  the  nee- 

*  die.*  Being  refolved  not  to  baulk  his 
fancy,  I  gave  him  the  proper  direction 
as  to  the  bearing  and  diftance  of  Mifs*s 
room  door,  and  while  he  explored  his 
way  thither  in  a  date  of  joyful  expec- 
tation, I  eompofed  myfelf  very  deli- 
berately to  fleep. 

But  Morpheus  had  hardly  time  to 
make  any  impreflion  on  my  eyelids, 
before  I  was  aroufed  at  the  tremendous 
cry  of  murder,  which  Baudrons,  who 
it  feems  had  miftaken  his  way,  and 
ftumbled  into  the  mother's  room,  in- 
ftead  of  the  daughter's,  echoed  out 
with  great  vociferation,  while  a*  hoarfe 

voice 


—  ",    a  Jump  ? 

I  yo""-  maintop-faij 
.  ''"^bs,    po„,   e,^^ 

,  fn«  iwre  vcfla 

■    fiut  .whether  this 
«Jc;]«ed  fer  the 
*udrons,  orhisiea, 
"capable  of  -profiih 

;?«  'n  his  endeavour 

^'^  alJ  the  furniture  , 
««"«  ratthng  to  the  , 
Pnzmgnoifejtothe' 
r^^    o^  ^iie  landlady. 
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'  three  guineas  in  the  purchafc;»  is  now 
^  no  more  I '  Having  uttered  this  pity* 
moving  ejaculation^  her  noife  fubfided^ 
abundance  of  fighs  efcaped  from  her 
overcharged  bofom,  and  (he  fainted 
«way,  deprived  for  a  time  of  all  fen* 
iktion. 

The  iailor  was  fo  enraged  at  this 
manifeft  difbrder  in  his  bedfellow,  that 
he  jumped  out  of  bed  and  feized  Bau- 
drons  juft  as  he  had  reached  his  own 
room  door,  and  with  a  volley  of  oaths, 
demanded  what  brought  him  there  to 
commit  fuch  damage,  when  it  was  his 
watch  below,  and  every  body  elfe  had 
turned  in?  My  companion  endeavoured 
to  excufe  himfetf  by  laying  the  blame 
on  the  weaknefs  of  his  retentive  facul- 
ties, which  had  forced  him  out  in  order 
to  promote  an  evacuation,  but  this  was 
ib  far  from  appeafing  his  antagonift, 
that  after  exclaiming,  'What  you  dog! 

•  no  other  place  to  pump  (hip,  but  in 

*  my  cabin  P '  he  pitfented  him  with  ta 

many 


tilis  time  was  reco 
fit,  was  obliged  to 
ferved,    that  fince  t 
broke  fo  valuable  a  \ 
and  fpilt  half  a  guii 
good  punch    as    eve 
tx)ngue,    there  was  i 
more  of  a  gentleman 
make  good  the  lofs ; 
tnour  took  notice,  he 
tleman  for  ought  he  ki 
ter,  but  could  be  no  g 
him  if  he  could,  to  rur 
half  a  league  to  wine 
might  have  bore  awai 
clapping  bis  helm  a  litt 

The  tflvi/N-  - 
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in  a  ftate  of  univerfal  trepidation,  ib 
much  had  this  rencounter  overpowatd 
his  whole  fabrick. 


CHAP,    xn^ 

We  refolve  to  bilk  our  landlady. — ^Take 
the  London  road,  and  put  up  for  the 
night  at  Sandwich. — Baudroos  com- 
mits a  fecond  blunder,  which  lays  us 
under  the  fufpicion  of  highwaysxn. 
—Great  zeal  of  an  irifii  tinker,  and 
a  recruiting  officer  on  the  occafioo- — 

'  Arc  overuken  by  Nfc^.  Coazuin, 
who  arrefts  us  for  damage ;  bur  re- 
lieved from  d  jrance,  by  tbc  niesdly 
afliihnce  of  (bme  Uilors. 

DAUDRONS,  whofe  tbccgrrs 
-"  were  enrirciv  cn^roDfed  br  the  pre- 
c^ng  adventure,  had  z»  iboner  r^K 
*  lodgement  between  tbc  fbtca,  txti 


— licn  mm,  he  had 

naturals,  and  no  Jon 

the  difappointment  o 

pnncipaJly  owing    to 

work  of  Satan, 

Fmugbt  with  tWs 
Iternation  was  redoubJ 
"«^«"^«^f  over   hea 
the  M-doaths,  he  cri< 

,J^^^>»«»athefc 

^jMedgang'infteado* 

iW«.  Betty's  twafieehil 

.ii!.M"*^«""<*"Pothe 

;iJ«J-ilCrifthae^ 

nahearfuctcurftanb 
.*«water-kei^PGc«c 
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But  thcMigh  my  companion's  head 
was  filled  with  a  thoufand  ridiculous 
fwrs  about  fpirits,  &c.  and  thoroughly 
perfwadcd  that  Mrs.  Coaxum  was  a 
witch,  yet  I  law  the  matter  in  quite 
ancnher  Ught ;  and  not  at  all  fatisfied  with 
the  behaviour  of  her  daughter,  who 
had  lately  begun  to  form  defigns  upon 
my  watch,  and  alfoidrained  my^pockets 
to  the  loweft  ebb,  I  refolved  to  decamp 
forthwith. 

But  this  was  a  drcumftance  that  re- 
quired, fbme  conduA  in  the  executaon, 
at  we  were  both  confiderably  in  debt  to 
ouv  landlady,  whole  great  Ikill  m  mul- 
ttplicadon,  while  it  conveyed  an  idea 
of  her  dextenty  as  a  publican,  gave  me 
no  room  to  doubt  but  that  our  arrears 
had  already  been  extended  to  a.  toler- 
aUc  amount. 

y^iile  I  was  conlidering  the  next  day 
in  what  manner  to  go  off  uafufpe£ted^ 
a  fiulor  caimt  i»  with  a  pair  of  Dutck 

trowfers 
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trowfers  to  pawn,  but  was  ofiered  fo 
trifling  a  return,  that  he  made  no 
fcruple  to  expatiate  on  their  ingratitude 
in  a  language  peculiar  to  himfelf ;  and 
in  the  courfe  of  his  invcdtives,  perceiv- 
ing me,  he  addrefled  me  thus,  *  What 

*  chear  brother?  what  chear  ?  I  do  fup- 

*  pofe  as  how  you  be  about  fuch  an- 

*  other  cruife  as  myfelf,    but  ftand  by 

*  your  top-fail  hawl -yards !  fo  long  as 

*  you  have  got  any  duft  a  board,  it  is  hail 

*  fellow  well  met  J  but  d me  !  no 

*  fooner  has  that  taken  its  departure, 
'  and  you  are  obliged  to  hawl  upon  a 

*  wind,  as  I  am,  than  it  is  loufy  dog, 

*  lubberly  tarpawlin,  how  the  devil 
'  came  you  and  I  together  ?  fo  I'd  have 

*  you  mind  your  eye,    and  clap  your 

*  land-tacks  on  board;  for  what  figni- 

*  fies  cruizing  in  the  latitude  of  thefc 
<  b— — s,  where  nothing  is  to  be  got 

*  but  a  cargo  of  brimftone  and  gun- 

*  powder  ? '  Having  delivered  himfelf  in 
this  manner,  he  went  out  in  great 
anger,  and  damning  his  eyes,  but  he*d 

blow 
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blow  them  all  over  the  town  as  the  big- 
geft  firelhips  that  ever  fpread  calicoe. 

This  advice  I  looked  upon  as  ex- 
tremely wholefome  in  my  prcfcnt  fitua- 
don,  and  communicated  my  defign  to 
Baudrons,  who  was  vaftly  delighted  at 
the  thoughts  of  bilking  the  old  witch, 
as  he  termed  her,  and  we  fixt  upon  that 
very  night  for  our  departure :  for  this 
purpofe,  we  packed  up  the  remainder 
of  our  clothes  and  linen,  and  watching 
an  opportunity,  made  the  beft  of  our 
way  to  Sandwich,  where  we  arrived 
after  two  hours  fmart  walking,  and 
put  up  at  a  public  houfe  for  that 
night,  extrenicly  delighted  at  fo  lucky 
an  efcape  by  which  we  had  faved  the 
whole  reckoning :  we  fpent  the  evening 
with  great  pleafure,  in  company  with 
an  liifh  tinker,  and  a  fmall  recruiting 
party  till  bed  time. 

Vol.  I.  I  Next 


confounded,  when  \ 
again  loon  after,  a 
nance  as  if  he  had  fe 
fed  me  thus ;  *  Rife 
« for  your  life!  fa  c 

*  coniin  this  gate  ft 

*  witch  Coaxum,  a; 

*  ma  faul !  g^n  yc 

*  beach  teen/ 

The  tinker,  who 
great  attention    to 
fooner  faw  him  mo 
door,  than,  jumping 
he  ieized  him  by  tl 

*  Arrah  now,  good  J 

*  world,  will  you  be 
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*  tion,  and  I  defire  the  company  to 

*  take  notice,  I  lay  claim  to  the  benefit 

*  of  the  aft  of  parliament  for  appre* 
^  hending  a  hi^wayman/ 

This  impudent  accu(ation  enraged 
me  fo  much,  that  I  got  up  with  intent 
to  vindicate  the  character  of  my  com- 
panion from  fo  villanous  a  charge  \  but 
was  quickly  pulled  down  again  by  the 
alarmed  ferjeant,  who  took  notice,  that 
forty  pounds  was  a  pretty  parcel  of  mo- 
ney, and  that  he  would  not  fcruple  to  hang 
his  own  brother  for  half  the  fum. 

By  this  time  a  female  voice  was 
heard,  inquiring  if  two  Scotchmen  had 
not  called  there  that  morning  •,  which 
circumftance  confirming  the  tinker  in 
his  fufpicions,  that  we  were  certainly 
robbers,  he  ran  to  the  door  in  a  tranf- 
port  of  joy,  and  uihered  in  our  land- 
lady with  thefe  words ;  *  Step  in,  Mrs. 
«  Coax-my-thumb,  ftepin-,  by  my  Ihoul, 
^  you  are  after  being  the  handfomefl 
I  2  *  young 
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^  young  woman^for  your  dge,in  the  king* 

*  dom.  Ah,  heavens  bids  yourfhwcctprct- 

*  ty  faftie  I  See,  there  are  the  rogues  as  fidft 
«  as  a  thief  in  a  halter.    Pray  now,  how 

*  much  was  the  robbery  ?  I  hope  they 

*  didn't  murder  you  ?  * 

•  Robberj' !  *  fays  my  landlady,  *  rob* 

*  bery  enough,  o*  my  confcience !    the 

*  villains  eat  of  my  bread,  drank  of  my 
'  drink,  and  had  free  grace  and  regrace 

*  to  my  daughter,  who  is  one  of  the 

*  clevereft  girls,  tho'  I  fay  it,  that  ever 

*  man  laid  his  leg  over,  and  then  ran 

*  away  without  paying  their  reckonings 

*  like  a  couple  of  mangey  Scotch  fcrubs 

*  as  they  are.     But  come,  Mr.  Parchi* 

*  ment,  do  your  duty/ 

On  this,  a  couple  of  bailifis  came 
up,  and  arretted  me  at  the  fuitof  Mrs. 
Mary  Coaxum,  houfeholder  in  Deal,  for 
an  adtion  of  ten  pounds  fterling.  Upon 
obje&ing  to  the  jufticeof  her  demand, 
I  was  given  to  underftand,  that  the 

damage 
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damage  done  the  preceding  night  by 
my  companion,  and  which  was  charged 
to  the  account,  was  a  large  China 
punch- bowl,  value  three  guineas,  a  fet 
of  China,  cups  and  faucers,  which  were 
then  upon  the  table  by  way  of  glafTes, 
and  two  guineas  fhe  had  paid  to  Dr. 
Potion  to  relieve  her  from  a  violent  fit 
of  hyftericks  fhe  had  fallen  into  on  the 
occafion. 

The  tinker,  who(e  expeftations  of 
pocketting  the  forty  pounds  had  a  little 
before  been  extremely  fanguine,  could 
.not  bear  this  privation  of  all  his  hopes 
with  the  leaft  chriftian  patience,  but 
coming  up  to  the  landlady,  exclaimed, 

*  And  fo  you  fay  there's  no  robbery  in 

*  the  cafe,  ha  ?  Arrah,  the  devil  burn 

*  your  fnout   for  your  news !    Here's 

*  good  Mr.  Serjeant  and  I  have  fpent 

*  the  whole    morning    in  taking    the 

*  rogues,  and  now  you  bring  it  in  only 

*  petty  larceny.  By  J s,  all's  one  for 

*  that,  we'll  be  paid  for  our  fhoe-leather, 

I  3  «  d n 


pockets,  declared  we 
and    fhe    and    her    t 
d n'd. 


What  turn  this  af 
taken  was  very  uncert 
cers  were  obfldnate  to 
foners,  and  the  Serjea 
hand,  fwore  we  ihou 
company  till  we  had  a 
IpcAive  regiments ;  w 
ly  a  large  body  of  fail< 
inn,  who  had  been  cai 
into  the  river,  and  wc 
way  to  the  Downs.  Bai 
beheld  this  welcome 
haled  them  by  the  ft 
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their  brethren  in  afflidlion,  compaf* 
fionated  their  cafe,  and,  to  ufe  their 
own  language,  foon  made  a  dear  fhip  i 
and  notwithftanding  all  the  threats  of 
both  parties,  fet  us  at  liberty,  and  even 
undertook  to  fcreen  us  from  a  purfuir, 
till,  by  the  help  of  fomc  carriage,  we 
might  fafely  get  to  London,  by  de- 
taining our  enemies  upon  the  fpot  for 
that  night. 


CHAP.    XV. 

Wc  take  places  in  the  Gravefend  wag- 
gon.— A  inoft  alarming  difcovery  is 
made  by  one  of  the  paflcngers,  which 
involves  poor  Baudrons  in  a  frefh 
torrent  of  difmay. 

THIS  lucky  deliverance   afforded 
us  both    great   pleafure,    as  we 
found  ourfclves  at  once  relieved  from 
the   power  of  our  exafperated  land- 
I  4  lady, 
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Jady,  and  the  claims  of  the  recruidng 
ferjcant,  neither  of  whom  bore  their 
difappointment  with  either  philoibphie 
or  chriftian  patience  ;  but  en  the  con- 
trary, threatened  with  many  exprefCons 
of  revenge,  to  profecutc  the  Tailors 
for  efFedling  a  refcue :  but  ihcir  rcfent- 
ment  and  menaces  of  vengeance  were 
fruitlefs  5  the  midfhipman  of  the  gang^ 
after  promifing  to  block  up  the  enemy 
from  fpreading  an  inch  of  fail  in 
chace  of  us  for  the  firft  twelve  glaflcs, 
by  the  expiration  of  which  time,  he 
obferved,  we  might  get  as  far  to  die 
north-ward,  as  the  latitude  of  London- 
bridge;  advifed  us  to  clap  Ibme  of  the 
flying  machines  on  board,  and  crowd 
all  our  canvas  for  the  capitaL 

This  council  appeared  (b  falutanr^ 

that  we  fet  out  direftly  in  company 
with  the  Irifh  tinker,  who  feemed  in  a 
mighty  hafte  till  he  fhould  g^t  to  Lon- 
don; but  not  before  we  had  teftified 
our  gratitude  to  our  friendly  deliverers, 

by 


^/'Hamilton  Murray.    I'j'j 

by  prcfenring  them  with  half  a  piece, 
which  however  reduced  our  joint  (lock  to 
fbmething  le(s  than  two  guineas :  our 
companion,  whole  defire  of  reaching 
London  ftill  increafed  the  fatter  we 
walked,  made  us  put  on  fo  quick  a 
pace,  that  we  foon  overtook  a  large 
waggon,  with  the  driver  of  which  we 
bargained  for  feats  in  his  carriage,  and 
cook  our  places  accordingly. 

Baudrons  and  myfelf  had  already 
made  (hift  to  infinuate  ourfelves,  with 
no  fmall  difficulty,  among  forae  figures 
that  more  refembled  devils  than  men, 
and  the  tinker  upon  better  confidera  • 
tion,  was  preparing  to  afcend  alfo, 
when  one  of  the  company  dreffed  up 
like  the  ghoft  in  Hamlet,  and  who  I 
afterwards  undcrftood  was  the  head  of 
a  gang  of  (Irolling  players  then  in  the 
waggon,  and  on  their  way  to  a  neigh- 
bouring fair,  perceiving  fomewhat  in 
the  countenance  of  this  Irifhman 
which  ftruck  his  poetical  fancy,  after 
1  5  gazing 


thefe  lines  from  Kin 


i^iU: 


This  is  the  man,  has  ( 
The  image  of  a  wick 
Lives  in  his  eye ;  tha 
Does  fhew  the  mood 
breaft. 


The  tinker,  whc 
rably  corrcfponded  t< 
and  who  might  with 
ranked  among  that  oi 
guiflied  by  the  appel 
looking  dogs,  jail  bir 
heard  himfelf  accufcc 
by  an  objed  fo  tren 
direftly  concluded,  tl 
before  him  was  no  oth 


iH   ir\*- 


^u: 


o/HamilTok  Murray.     179 

^guilty  of  the   murder.    Chrift  have 

•  mercy  upon  my  mifcrable  flioul — ^l*m 
'  a  dead  man/ 

Thefe  exclamatipns  of  guilt,  which 
he  uttered  in  the  greateft  defpair,  afto^ 
niihed  the  whole  company,  which  {o 
frightened  poor  Baudrons,  that  not  be- 
ing able  to  comprehend  what  fort  of 
beings  he  had  got  amongft,  he  fell  up- 
on his  knees  alio,  and  put  up  feveral 
fervent  prayers  to  heaven  to  deliver 
him  *  frae  the  claws  of  witches,  and 
^  warloks,  and  lang-nibbed  things, 
flill  roaring  out  with  great  agony, 
'  Geud  hcevens,  dinna  kill  ilka  yin  o's, 

*  for  the  fake  o'  this  Jonas !  * 

By  this  time  the  player,  who  had 
very  innocently  been  the  caufe  of  this 
commotion,  began  to  fufpedt  that  fome- 
thing  extraordinary  muft  be  at  the  bot- 
tom of  {o  myfterious  an  affair ;  accord- 
ingly he  jumpt  down,  and  feizing  the 
tinker  by  the  collar,  demanded  the  par* 

ticulars 
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ticulars  of  the  murder  he  had  mentioned; 
which  fo  confounded  the  poor  wretch^ 
that  already  felf-conviftoJ,  he  con- 
fefled,  to  the  amazement  of  us  all,  that 
three  nights  before,  he  had  robbed  a 
farmer's  houfe  in  Kent,  and  murdered 
his  fon  and  daughter  for  attempting  to 
efcape  out  of  a  back  door;  after  which 
he  had  made  off  with  the  booty  which 
was  then  contained  in  his  wallet. 

As  we  were  now  very  near  a  fmall 
village,  he  was  bound  fall  to  the  wag- 
gon, and  upon  entering  the  place,  car- 
ried before  a  jufticeof  the  peace,  where, 
fiill  purfued  by  the  hand  of  heaven, 
and  his  own  guilty  confcicnce,  he  opened 
fuch  a  fcene  of  cruelty,  as  ftruck  every 
one  with  terror  and  difmay,  and  at  laft 
figned  his  own  confefllon. 

But  when  the  magiftrate  examined  a 
little  farther   into  the    bufinefs,    and 
found  how    the    difcovery   had   been 
brought  to  light,  he  failed  not  to  ex- 
patiate 
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padate  on  the  wonderful  ways  of  Pro- 
vidence,  which  from  caufes  akogcther 
incomprehenfible  to  man,  very  often 
brings  fuch  complicated  villany  to  juf- 
dee,  and  even  when  the  guilty  peribn 
has  no  other  witnefs  to  his  bloody  deeds 
than  his  own  tormented  confcience,  and 
thinks  himlelf  lecure  from  the  offended 
laws  of  God  and  man.  And  indeed,  the 
player  mod  folemnly  declared,  that  he 
could  not  accountforthepart  hehadaded 
on  this  occafion»  otherwiie  than  from  a 
kind  of  involuntary  impulfe,  occaiioned 
by  fomcwhat  in  the  features  of « the 
criminal,,  which  had  ftruck  him  at  firft 
fight  with  a  mod  unaccountable  anti- 
pathy; and  made  him  refolve  to  af- 
front him  at  any  rate,  though  he  him- 
felf  had  no  particular  reafon  for  fo 
doing. 

However  this  affair  was  attended 
with  one  good  confequence,  that  it  re- 
lieved Baudrons  from  all  fanher  ap- 
prehenfions  from  the  fight    of  thefe 

ftrollers. 


i 


gans  or  my  teliow  t 
them  for  fo  many  de 


CHAP. 

Wherein  IS  related  a  ^ 
venture  that  befcln 
the  road. 

THE  examinatic 
took  up  fo  much 
we  were  preparing  to  n 
in  the  waggon,  we  fou 
from  the  inn  two  hours 
by  this  time  it  was  boi 
evening,  my  friend  B 
terrified  at  the  thought 
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fideration  could  prevail  upon  him  to 
ftir  one  ftep  farther  that  night. 

Accordingly  we  put  up  at  an  inn,  and 
joined  fome  company  in  the  kitchen,  not 
a  little  furprifed  to  fee  that  our  fellow- 
paflengers,  the  players,  had  taken  up 
their  quarters  in  the  fame  hotife,  and 
were  preparing  to  entertain  th^i  com- 
pany with  the  rehearfal  of  a  new  panto* 
mime  dance  in  Harlequin  Sorcerer. 

This  entertainment  had  a  wondrous 
cfFcft  on  the  fpeftators,  and  did  not  fail 
to  captivate  the  attention  of  my  com- 
panion, whofe  mufcles  were  dilated  to 
a  very  extenfive  length  at  their  frantick 
geftures  and  uncommon  garb,  which 
every  now  and  then  made  him  cry  out, 

*  Weel,  wecl,  dance  on  your  ways  till 

*  you'r  bunfuck'n  an  ye  like,  bat  for 

*  aw  that,  deel  a  body  fal  ever  gar  mfe 

*  tru  bat  you*r  a  whcen  fanes  I  at  they 

*  fal  noth !  * 

While 


; .  vviiuic  youcn  and  bt 

'  •  derable  imprcflion  c 

found  means  to  fmi 
partner,  and  acquit 
during  that  fliort 
agreed  to  receive  me 
bed  alfo  that  very  ni 
a  proper  direftion  wl 

Traniported   at 

\  tunc,    I  joined  in  t 

[  with  great  pleafure, 

fldll  on  the  violin  fo  r 

nager's  (atisfadion,  th 

•  propofol  to  lift  myfelf 

'  where  he  doubted  not 

of  me  in  a  fhort  tin 

dined  his  offer  with  m 

^..,  the  company  foon  aft 

I  rerirpH    m  .»,•■.  « 
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contemplation  xA  my  approaching  bap- 
pinefs. 

I  did  not  remain  long  in  this  fitua- 
tion  ;  for  no  fooner  did  I  obferve  that 
a  profound  filence  reigned  through  the 
manfion,  than  I  made  an  excurfion  from 
my  own  apartment,  and  began  to  ex- 
plore my  way  towards  that  c^  my  fair 
Dulcinea.  I  had  made  io  thorough  an 
obfervadon,  as  I  thought,  before  I  went 
up  to  my  room,  that  I  imagined  it 
next  to  impoffible  for  me  to  be  mif- 
taken,  and  in  this  confidence  I  entered 
the  place,  and  began  to  undrcfs  my- 
felf  in  a  tumult  of  joy.  Upon  ap- 
proaching the  bed,  that  bed  which  was 
to  uiher  me  to  the  full  fruition  of  my 
mofi  fanguine  wilhes,  1  was  amazed  to 
hear  myfelf  accofted  in  the  following 
ftrains,    *  My  dear,  dear  Roger,  come 

*  to  my  longing  arms,  and  finilh  the 

*  conqueft  of  that  heart,  which  was  al- 
^  ways  yours,  and  is  no  longer  mine  to 

*  beftow.* 

Before 


engaged,  when  I  ] 

in  a  certain  part  wi 

put  me  in  no  little 

the  number  of  fingc 

then  the  whole  tci 

in  an  inftant,    and 

lity  of  a  retreats  I 

beft  endMvoufs  to 

yirai^'j^and  fucced 

a  few  minutes  I  red 

cxprcOions  of  fondii 

murmurings  of  filer 

by  feveral  convincin, 

dcmonftrated  the  in 

fions    had  on   her 

culties. 


T«  •.!,-. 


^Hamilton  Murray.    187 

light  of  a  lamp  which  burnt  on  that  fide 
of  the  gallery,  I  quickly  perceived  a 
tall  figure  tripping  up  towards  the  bed, 
and  difrobing  itfelf  of  incumbrances  in 
order  to  make  an  encroachment  upon 
the  premifes.  This,  I  doubted  not,  was 
Roger,  who  having  overflcpt  his  hour 
of  appointment,  was  willing  to  make 
an  attonement  for  his  negligence  by  a 
double  exertion  of  abilities  on  the  occa- 
fion.  Buc  I  gave  him  no  time  to  put 
his  laudable  defigns  in  execution  ;  for 
jumping  out  of  bed^  I  prefenced  myfelf 
before  his  aftonifhed  eyes  in  my  fhirc ; 
and  finding  him  ftruck  dumb  with  ter- 
ror at  (b  unexpeded  an  apparition,  I 
Imd  hold  on  that  <^)portunity  to  effect 
xny  own  retreat  from  a  place  I  began 
to  be  heartily  tired  of.  With  this  view 
I  beflowed  upon  him  a  fmart  blow  un- 
der the  chin,  accompanied  with  thcfe 
words  in  a  barbarous  accent :   *  Tartara 

*  di  phlegeton  rapui  tonanta   diable  : 

*  quick,  dog,  quick ! '  which  increafed 

his 


Having  finiflied  th 
to  my  fatisfaaion,    ] 
clothes,    and  withou 
them  on,  nnade  the  b 
xny  own  apartment  i  I 
confuflon,  found  the 
on  the  infide,   and  it 
great perfuafion  that; 
Baudrons  to  open  it: 
ring  my  voice,  and  ( 
wasaduallyhisfriend,! 
deviJ,  as  he  had  before  cc 
he  with  trembJingftei 
me  enter  {  but  gave  n. 
that  upon  waking  and 
in  the  bed,  he  had  cc 
diately  that  the  devil 
away,  and  could  attrihi 
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of  an  old  catechifm  he  had  in  his  pocket, 
vrhereon  the  name  of  God  was  frequent- 
ly mentioned. 

This  relation  diverted  me  greatly ; 
but  my  mirth  was  increafed,  when  he 
informed  me,  that  he  had  efieAually 
prevented  any  vifits  from  Satan  for  that 
night,  by  ftufSing  up  the  lock-hole  of 
the  door  with  a  piece  of  the  aforefaid  ca- 
techifm, and  laying  a  broom  a-crofs  the 
chimney,  which,  he  exultingly  obferved, 
were  fufficient  fafeguards  againfl:  all  th^ 
devils  in  hell. 


"^ 


CHAP. 
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c  H  A;P.,   xvn. 

Set  out  on  the  remainder  of  our  jour- 
ney.— Our  feliow-paflengers  defcrib- 
ed. — Several  curiofities  in  natural 
philofophy  are  delineated  by  a  quack- 
dodtor,  who  enforces  our  crc^dulity 
by  difplaying  a  remarkable  branch 
of  his  profeflion. 

NEXT  morning,  upon  going 
down  (lairs,  I  found  a  large  com- 
pany of  people  aflembled  in  the  ftable- 
yard,  and  liftening  with  many  fymp- 
toms  of  amazement  in  their  faces,  to  a 
very  difmal  relation  which  Roger,  the 
hoftler,  was  exhibiting  about  the  pre- 
ceding adventure.  As  his  head  and 
feveral  parts  of  his  body  ftill  reuined 
vifible  marks  of  the  fall,  he  found  very 
little  difficulty  to  gain  their  belief  of 
all  he  faid.  Accordingly  he  with  ad- 
mirable dexterity,  fliifted  the  fcene  from 
the  bar-maid's  bed-chamber  to  that  of 

his 


his  own*  He  obfcrved,  the  Bend  had 
lUl^ appeared  to  him  in  the  fhape  of  a 
bhck  cat,  «fttrw«rdf  jtt^^  tthat  of  a  maii^ 
^ifidi  afaoglSnt  'and  dorenfeoCi  aad 
CTpariattti^  oa  im  own  perfonal  bramf 
wammakAly  oefiftiiig  tha  claws  of  cbe 
defil,  with  great  elocution. 

This  ftrange  account  did  not  fail  to 
have  a  wonderful  cfieft  on  his  audience,: 
and  many  fioiies  were  told  by  fome  of 
them,  to  prove  that  there  was  nothing 
improbable  in  this  affair  ;  one  of  them 
in  particular  informed  the  company,  as 
how  farmer  Johnfon's  wife  had  a  child 
carried  away  by  fome  of  Belzebub's 
mefiengers,  and  a  great  log  of  wood  was 
found  in  the  cradle  next  morning  in  its 
fiead ;  and,  oh  ftrange  to  tell !  when  the 
parfon  of  the  parifh  advifed  it  to  be 
thrown  into  the  fire,  it  cried  out  three 
(Ufierent  times,  *  Coming,  coming, 
•  coming,'  and  then  flew  up  the  chim- 
ney 5  prefently  after  which,  their  own 

child 
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child  was  found  in  its  cradle  again  un« 
hurt. 

Nay,  my  friend  Baudrom,  ^kofe 
whde  frame  underwent  the  trembling 
of  an  ague-fit  at  this  account,  took  no- 
tice, ^  At   about   twa   toumans  afore 

*  he  quitted  Clackminnan,  he  had  gen 

*  his  gate  e  cauld  night,  to  drink  a 

*  piggen  o  yil  wi  twa  or  three  geud 

*  neipers,  at  a  chainge  houfe  a  corter 

*  a  mile  out  e  town,   bat  in  gangin 

*  ower  a  kirk-yard,  he  faw  a  mickle 

*  groit  thing   tumlin  afore  him  like  a 

*  woo-pack ;  than  it  wriggPd  itfel  intil 
«  an  unko  lang  black  man,  and  at  the 

*  laft  an  the  lang  fwaird  fae  heegh,  at 

*  he  cud  fairly  fee  the  mecn  an  the 
^  feeven.ftarns,  outatween  its  twa  leo* 
'  mans.* 

As  for  Mrs.  Jenny,  the  bar-maid, 
who  had  learned  that  heroick  manner 
of  addrcfs  from  her  frequent  commu- 
nication with  ftrolling  players,  Roger 

would 
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would  never  have  any  thing  to  fay  to 
her  for  the  future ;  for  whether  he  had 
really  any  notion  of  the  bufinefs,  or 
thought  tiis  difappointment  owing  to 
the  devil,  certain  it  is,  he  made  no 
fcruple  to  decUre,  fhe  was  no  better 
than  Ihe  fhould  be. 

Another  waggon  now  going  to  foe 

out,  we  laid  hold  of  that  opportunity 

to  continue  our  journey,  andafcended 

the  Diligence,  in  company  with  a  Jew 

from  Rotterdam,  a  Wapping  landlady 

from  Deal,  a  young  girl  who  had  been 

at  the  Downs  to  fee  her    fweet-heart, 

and  five  female  paflengers  befides;  for 

the  firft  three  miles,   the  converfatioa 

turned  wholly  upon  Roger's.adventure, 

but  the  arrival  of  a  new  comer  put  a 

ftop  to  any  farther  difcourfe  upon  that 

fubjcft. 

This  perfon,  whofe  attire  befpoke  him 

cither  a  divine  or  a  dodtor    of  phy- 

fic,  did  not  let  us  long  remain  in  ig- 

VoL.  I.  K  norance 
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•norancc  of  his  profefTion  :  he  furveyed 
the  company  with  a  very  inquifitive 
eye;  and  pulling  out  a  bundle  of 
packets  from  his  coat  pocket,  *  Is  there 
**  any  perfon  here,*  fays  he,  *  troubled 
^  with  vapours?  here  is  my  anti-hifte- 

*  rick,  alterative  foluble  pills,  a  mod 

*  infallible  fpecifick  for  all  diforders  of 

*  the  brain  and  nerves  ;  it  carries  off  the 

*  (lime  which  obftrufts  the  circulation 
^  in  the  firft  paffages ;  cleans,   braces, 

*  and  renovates  the  coats  of  the  ftomach, 

*  and  exhilcrates  the  whole  man.  Then 

*  again  for  fore  eyes,  this  little  Phial  does 

*  wonders  y  fome  bunglers  will  be  for 
^  ufing  furgery  to  the  decayed  opticks  of 

*  their  patients,  but  I  know  better,  half 

*  a  tea-fpoonful  of  this  Ibvereign  pre- 
'  paration,    removes    all     manner    of 

*  fpecks,  films,  and  dimnefe ;  gutta 
^  ferenas  are  removed  by  it  in  an  in- 
^  ftant,    neither  can  the  moft  dreadful 

*  cataraft  withftand   the  force   of    its 

*  powerful   influence,     but  quickly    is 

*  cured,  even  without  the  operation  of 

couching  \ 


of  Ham  I LTON  Murray,     i  95 

*  couching.    But  this  is   not  all,  this 

*  here  wondrous  powder  contains  the 

*  very  quintejQence  of  vipers ;    it  not 

*  only  ftimulates  the  pirt^  who  fwal* 

*  lows  it  to  facrifice  to  Venus,  but  if 

*  mixed  with  a  drop  of  blood  extrafted 

*  fix)m  the  veins  of  your  fweet  heart, 

*  makes  the  party  fall  fo  violently  in 

*  love    with   you,   that  confummatioa 

*  and  marriage  are  the  immediate  con- 

*  fequences,  ^though  taken  in  ever  fo 

*  fmall  a  quantity;  this  incomparable 
••  love  powder  is  fold,  gentlemen  and 

*  ladies,  for  fix-pence    a  packet,  but 

*  worth  a  mountain  of  gold,  and  full 

*  of  more  quickening  provocatives,  than 

*  ever  that    famous    whore  Cleopatra 

*  infufed  into  the  bowl   of  her  lover 

*  Marc  Antony.* 

What  neither  the  hyfterick-pills,  eye- 
water, or  twenty  other  medicines  could 
do,  this  laft  performed  with  eafe. 
Half  a  dozen  purfcs  were  drawn  in 
aninftant,  and  though  moftof  thefe- 
K  2  males 
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ftiales  were  not  only  old^  bye  ugfy,  yec 
in  a  few  minutes,  tlie  dodor  had  not 
a  fingle  packet  of  his  lovc^powdcr  re- 
maining unfdd.  I 

Having  difpofed  of  this  part  of  hii  | 
wares  to  fo  good  advantage,  he  aiTum- 
cd  much  gaiety,    and  lold  u%  it  wis  I 
not  for  want,  but  purely  for  the  \tm 
he  bore  to  his   fcUow   creatura,  b^  ' 
followed  that  profeflion^for  that  Jifi  ^ 
had  it  in  his  power  to  be  the  richeft  man 
in  England.  *  I  have  a  machine/  faysk, 
'  which  is  admirably  adapted  for  thedif- 

*  covcry  of  hidden  treafures,    Ihaveno 

*  more  to  do  but  take  an  obfervation  with  , 
Mt  at  fome  particular  times  and  feafons, 

*  and  if  there  be  any  gold^   precioos 

'  ftones,   or  indeed  any  thing  of  valcff?  i 

*  within  a  certain  diftance  of  it,  I  k\'  | 

*  dom  fail  to  make  a  difcovery  of  the 

*  fame  to  my  own  emolument:* 

The  Jew,  who  had  only  laughed  at 
the  former  part  of  his  harangue,  now 
for  the  firft  time  began  to  prick  up  his 

eart 
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cars  at  this  intelligpncet  and  not  doubt- 
ing but  what  he  hinted  at  was  of  the 
nature  of  the  philofopher*s  ftonc,  told 
the  quack  he  fhould  be  proud  of  his 
acquaintance,  and  gave  him  a  note  of 
his  lodgings  in  London;  and  to  heighten 
his  impoitance,  obferved,  that  for  all 
his  mean  appearance,  he  was  not  what 
he  feemed,  but  chofe  to  travel  that 
way  for  fear  of  being  robbed  on  the 
roa^  i  fo  fajMg,  he  produced  a  purfe 
fiiil  of  guineas  as  a  convincing  telli- 
mony  of  the  truth  of  his  aflcrtions. 

One  of  the  women  now  afked  him 
why  he  did  not  make  ufe  o£  his  ma- 
chine to  get  morej  money  ?  and  though 
he  did  not  want  it  himfelf,  yet  his 
fnends  might :  and  befides,  he  might 
perhaps  lofc  the  inftrument.  Before  he 
had  made  his  fortune.  *  Why  tru- 
.  « ly^  Madam,*  replied  he,.  *  the  go- 
^  vemment  is  fo  jealous  of  my  know- 
*  ledge  in  this  branch  of  bufinefs,  that, 
^  would  yoa  believe  it  ?  they  have 
K  3  brought 
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*  brought  the  praftlcc  of  this  noble  art 

*  under  the  denomination   of  felony  : 

*  but  to  convince  you  I  am  not  declar- 

*  ing   an    untruth,   you  yourfelf  fhall 

*  be  witnefs  of  the  wonders  of  its  effi- 

*  cacy  in  thefe  cafes,'  So  faying,  he 
jumped  out  of  the  waggon,  and 
mounting  a  returned  horfe  then  at  the 
tail  of  it,  pulled  out  a  piftol,  and  pre- 
fenting  it  to  her  breaft:»  with  a  volley 
of  oaths,  and  as  many  bitches,  de- 
manded the  leathern  purfe  he  had  juft 
before  iecn,  which  having  obtained,  he 
proceeded  to  unload  the  Jew,  and  every 
one  of  us  in  our  turns  \  and  pocketring 
his  fever al  prizes,  with  a  good  mor^ 
row  to  ye  ladies  and  gentlemen,  rode 
off  at  a  hand-gallop  a-crofs  the  heath, 
to  the  no  fmall  confufion  of  the  parties 
concerned. 

He  was  Ao  fooner  gone,  than  ^  every 
mouth  was  opened  to  exclaim  againff 
the  barbarous  villain  who  had  fervcd 
them  fuch  a  fcurvy  trick  :  the  powders 

wcm 
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werrthrown  away  in  great  rage;  from 
a  very  natural  condufion,  that,  as  the 
author  was  an  impoftor,  they  muft  be 
good  for  nothing ;  and  for  Baudrons,  he 
declared^  ^  diar  in*  geud  truth,  he  dliS 
<  nae  like  the  chield  frae  the  beginning, 
^  for  at  nae  body  wid  dee  Gk  things 
^  as  draw  out  focks  bleed  to  mak  poo-i 
^  &n  o,  but  deevils.inips^  andfik  like 
•  thiiigi/ 

As  Baudrons  and  mylielf  appeared 
but  as^commoA  failors,  and  could  not  be 
thought  to  have  mudLnooney^  the  dodor 
pafled  us  over  for  a  &w  loofe  pencc» 
and  we  arrived  fa£e  at  London^  without 
mecydog  any  farther  diikfter  -^  when  Bau- 
drans  went  to  a.  fnend's  houfe  in  the 
Hay-marbet,  and  I  towards,  the  inn  I 
mtended  to  put  up  at,  not  without  recol- 
leAing  a  Ladn  verfe  which  I  thought 
W€il.eiioug^;ad^ted  to  this  robbery : 

Sic  vol  noa  yobis,  mimen  ftrtis  ores; 

K  4  which 
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Arrive  at  my  inn. — 
gj  byan  oldfonofSat 

•'  Exchange,    whom  ] 

.ratidy.—Go  to  a  ] 
Hourifditch,  who  f 
on  fufpicion  ctf  its 
•Procure  its  recovery 
meeting   with  a  fn< 
vers  the  fraudulent  p 
^1  tribe  of  men,  harang 

r?!j  danger  of  truftingtoai 

^j'  b«7s  my  whole  fortiin 

#j  for  ready  money. 

QOfoonasIhadparted 


J I 

if  h  * 
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Inn  U)  lodge,  being  a  place  I  had  often 
dircfted  letters  to,  on  a  former  occafion. 
I  was  agreeably  furprifed  at  finding  my- 
felf  in  fo  glorious  and  magnificent  a 
city,  and  ibon  perceived  that  all  my 
idois  had  fallen  vaftly  fhort  in  regard 
to  its  beauty  and  largenefs, 

1  (pent  fome  days  in  vifiting  every 
thing  curious  to  the  eye  of  a  flranger, 
amd  one  morning  wandered  to  the  Royal 
Exchange,  where  I  diverted  myfelf  in 
examining  the  multiplicity  of  quack 
bills  that  are  placed  up  there,  as  a  de- 
coy to  the  ignorant  and  unhealthy.  I 
had  got  very  intently  perufing  one  of 
them  in  panicular,  and  in  wonderful 
admiration  of  the  art  of  man,  who 
could  make  up  a  pill  extracted  from 
the  very  rays  of  the  fun,  for  fo  1  ex- 
plained thefe  words,  wrote  in  large  gol- 
den capitals  •,  Pillula  radiis  Jolts  ex- 
iraffa:  when  a  very  corpulent,  el- 
derly gentleman,  perceiving  me  fo 
carneftly  engaged,  and  in  a  fort  of 
K  5  filcnt 


*  It  he   would  engag 

*  to  prolong  the   date 

*  a  thoufand  years.    I 

*  pofition  upon   the 

*  baft  of  it  is,  they 

*  P— 1— nt,  and  licen 
'  poifon  by  retail,  if  t 

*  the  neceflary  fum  f< 
'  which  means,  pulv 
.'often    pafles    for  n 

*  while  a  phial  of  cham 

*  with  a  few  fpoonfuli 

*  comes  a  moft  foverei 
'  p— X.  Do  but  obferv 

*  the  impudence  of  thi 
ing   to   one  of  Dodc 

*  would  men  only  be  w 

*  they  might  eniov  all 


^Hamilton  Murray.    203 

♦"pretenders.    By    your    ruddy    com- 

*  plexion,    I   prefume,  you   are   from 

*  Scotland,  Sir :  very  few  of  our  Lon- 

*  doners  bear  fuch  bloom  in  their  coun- 

*  tenances ;    which    is    all    owing    to 

*  the  malignant  poifon    of  thefc  fame 
>  quacks.' 

.  I  was  very  glad  to  find  a  man  fo  fa- 
miliar and  communicative,  and  told 
him  that  I  was  indeed  a  Scotchman^ 
was  lately  come  from  Deal,  and  had 
been   but  a  few  days  in  town.  *  1  dare 

*  to  fay,  you  have  been  at  fea  Sir/  fays 
he.  I  told  him  he  was  right  •,  upon 
which  heobferved,  that  of  all  the  men  in 
the  world,  failors  were  the  mod  fa^r 
lacious,  as  being  confined  for  months 
together  to  a  faline  diet,  and  reftrained 
from  the  neceflary  commerce  of  wo- 
men :  *  In  which  cafe,'  fays  he,  '  they 
'  have  copied  the  Italians  to  a  miracle  *, 

*  and  found  means  to  fupply  that  de- 

*  fc£t  by  a  very  innocent,  and  harmlefs 

*  expedient :  Did  you  know.  Sir,  one 

*  Sandy 
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^  Sandy  Macgri^or  ?  he  was  a  pretty 
^  young  fellow,  and  I  was  often  very 

*  happy  in  his  company  :  he  went  down 
^  to  Edinburgh  fome  two  years  ago, 
^  and  left  me  the  mod  difconfolate  maii 

*  alive ;  for  we  agreed  like  two  fworh 

*  brothers,  and  correfponded  perfedly 
^  well  in  all  moods  and  tenfes.    I  am  a 

*  dear  lover  of  the  Scotch  in  general^ 
^and  for  his  fake  will  treat  you,    if 

*  you   will    go  along  with  me,    with 

*  fome  choice  liquor  called  balfam  of 
^  life,    at  a  neighbouring  houie  hard 

*  by,  •  I  aflented  to  this  with  great 
pleafure,  not  a  little  glad  of  having  met 
with  a  man  who  feemed  fo  great  a  lover 
of  my  country,  and  accompanied  him 
to  a  certain  houfein  Rofemary-Lane. 

While  I  was  waiting  in  expectation 
of  feeing  and  tailing  this  precious  li* 
quor  he  had  been  prailing  all  the  way 
thither,  I  was  foon  given  to  under- 
(land  what  fort  of  a  companion  I  had 
got  with,  by  his  defcending  to  parti- 
culars 
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culars  ^Huch  at  once  both  fiirpriled  and 
Ihockedme* 

On  this  unexpeAed  difcoveiy,  I  rofe 
up  in  great  confufion,  and  giving  him 
to  underftand,  that  his  principles  were 
both  wicked  and  deteftable,  went  to- 
wards the  door,  with  intent  to  avoid 
die  fight  of  fo  abhorred  a  monfter :  but 
it  feems  my  beaftly  admirer  was  too 
much  enflamed  with  the  colour  in  my 
cheeks,  which  by  this  time  were  fuffi- 
ciently  reddened  with  anger,  to  let  the 
matter  reft  here ;  for  he  began  to  handle 
me  very  roughly,  ufing  both  threats 
and  promifes,  to  bring  me  to  a  compli- 
ance; which  fo  tranfported  me  with  rage, 
that,  being  naturally  cholerick,  I  pulled 
out  my  penknife,  and  foon  difabled  him 
from  farther  exploits  of  that  kind  for 
ibmetime,  bydelperately  wounding  him 
in  the  objed.of  my  difpleafure. 

When  I  had  given  way  to  the  emo- 
tions of  my  revenge  in  this  manner,  I 

quitted 


«*••!; 


iM«rtijiviiiu,  ana  mar 
my  mind  was  in  no  d 
v.iih  fuch  di:aboIical  j 

In  a  few  days  I  foe 

want  of  a  freih  fuppi 

yet  I  could  find  nobo 

with   that   very   nece 

this  induced  me  to  thi 

money  upon  my  wat 

cordingly    carried  to 

fliop  in  Hounfditch, 

to  lend  me  ten  guineas 

able. 

He  furveyed  me  ve: 
fome  time  after  this  d 
thinking  my  appearan 


^Hamilton  Murray.    207 

*  you  ftnt  here  with  it  by  another  ?  * 
I  replied  it  was  my  own,  and  repeated 
my  defire  to  know  what  he  could  ad- 
vance if  he  thought  that  fum  too  much, 
alledging  the  watch  was  well  worth 
thirty.  '  That  may  very  well  be/  faid 
the  pawn-broker  with  a  leer  ;  *  but  'till 

*  I  am  better  aflbfed  that  this  was  not 
« picked    up   upon    Black-heath    laft 

*  Sunday  night,  I  muft  beg  leave  to 

*  fecure  both  it  and  you  alfo.'  As  he 
faid  this,  he  made  faft  the  door,  and 
bid  his  apprentice  go  out  and  call  a 
conftable. 

I  was  very  much  frightened  at  this 
manner  of  proceeding;  for  though  I 
knew  myfelf  innocent  of  that  or  any 
other  crime  fince  my  being  in  town, 
yet  I  had  heard  fuch  terrible  ftories  of 
people  that  were  frequently  fworn  out 
of  their  lives  by  a  fet  of  villains,  that 
I  began  to  tremble  like  an  afpin  leaf, 
and  gave  myfelf  over  for  a  dead  man. 
This,  the  broker  did  not  fail  to  attri- 
bute 


cur,  ijicru:  .•:«  2^c 

were  pcnciitrd  CO  pa. 
wxiki  be  oo  kcepioi 


;,  as  he  tl 

iflUmidttcd  me  for 

not  ia  tbe  kaft  doubi 

certainly  goiity,    be 

compoflioo  that  fuel: 

I  was  ibould  bring  j 

tiiiiely  end  by  gping 

and,  opening  the  doc 

as  £ift  as  poifib]e»  be 

ihoddcome,  and  he 

jumped  out  of  the  bac] 

made  my  efcape ;  obfe 


tov  my    appearance 

took  me  along  witi 

glad  at  having  reco 

again,  which  a  Ihtli 

m  fome  fears  for. 

Juft  as  I  quitted  th 
the  apprentice,  who  J 
to  call  the  conftable, 
J«JgJa6dfawiBdow 
low.  This  difco^e 
««atly  i  but  when  1 1 

arcumftance,  hemad 
Mformedmcthatiti, 
O' for  a  pawnbroker  to 
*«*  iet  the  thief  efcat 
concert  to  his  own  ac 
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In  fuch  a  manner  that  the  right  owner 
could  never  difcover  them  to  be  their 
•property ;  and  as  for  the  thief,  he 
feldom  came  back  again  to  afk  quef- 
tions. 

I  then  told  him  the  affair  I  had 
lately  had  with  the  old  fon  of  S — d — m, 
and  in  what  manner  I  had  fer^d  him, 
at^hich  he  laughed  heartily,  obferving 
that,  for  the  fmall  time  I  had  been  from 
Scotland,  I  was  a  very  confiderable  ad^ 
venturer,  and  then  invited  me  home 
with  him  to  dinner;  during  which  he 
took  an  opportunity  to  inquire  the  rea- 
ibn  of  my  coming  to  London.  On 
this  I  related  my  firft  going  to  Tea, 
with  the  reafons  that  induced  me  to  take 
foch  a  ftcp,  and  told  him,  that  I  in- 
tended with  the  firft  opportunity  to  go 
home  again,  and  draw  my  fortune-out 
of  the  hands  of  my  uncle,  the  moment 
I  became  of  age. 

•I  be- 


*  before  you  can  demand 

'  and  take  my  word  foi 

*  finds  his  firft  attempt 

*  will,  before  that  time  u 

*  upon  ways,  and  means 
*out  of  tfa«  whole  fum. 
♦would  you  believe  it? 

*  greater  fcoundrel  this  d 

*  fun,  than  that  lame  fat 
Vmine,  though  1  fay  it. 

*  hundred  pounds  for  my  ^ 
f  I  aeiser -could  get  but  tt 
•no  touching  his  cafli,  he  i 
*amifcr.  Befidcs,  the  ol 
*■  kick  off  fliortly,   and  th 

*  in  a  fine  fituation  with 

*  fon,  who  has  lately  commc 
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<  hate  in-  the  world.  Take  the  advice 
^of  a  fnend:    leave  all  thoughts  df 

^  gCMOg  'hoaae.for  this  time,  and  en* 
^  deavour-tag^  fome  body  to  buy  it  all 
'*  df  you  .for  ready  money.  Cooiider, 
-^«  year  is  a  loQg'dni6|andnumy^]pevo* 
'^  lutions  hmppcii,  oven  to  die  ovcf- 
^  turning  of  ^efaole  ftatts  'in  the  half  ;df 

*^wt  period.* 

I  was  tranfported  at  this  agreeable 
propofal,  as  I  began  to  fanqr  that  there 
was  great  probability  in  what  he  faid, 
but  let  him  know,  it  would  be  fome- 
what  difficult  to  find  any  perfon  who 
knew  my  afiairs  well  enough  to  in- 
cline them  to  make  a  bargain  of  that 
kind. 

*  Very  true,  ii»ked.  Sir,'  replied  my 
friend,  •  your  obfervation  is  extremely 

*  juft,  I  affurc  you,  and  am  pleafed  to 
^  fee  a  young  man  of  fo  much  penetra- 

•  lion.    Why  truly,  as  you  fay,  there  is 

•  no 


'  broken   reed   as  to 
'  pendance  on  that  pan 

*  do  you  think  of  me  fc 

*  would  willingly  throw 

*  of  pounds,  only  to  hav 

*  to  be  revenged  on  thi 

*  fomc  former   indigni 
•judge  myfelf  a   tolej 

*  him,   even  at  his  owi 
«  have  alfo  fome  bufini 

*  at  this  time,  befides  a  i 

*  ledge  of  your  fituatioi 

*  all  of  you  direaiy,  am 

*  we  fhall  agree  upon  i 

*  think  well  of  the  folio 

*  for  I  am  a  man  of  f 

*  love  difpatch.' Let 
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^  a  neceflity  for  that  fum  to  be  infured 

*  for  one  whole  year,  to  fecure  the  pur- 

*  chafer,  in  cafe  you  Ihould  die  under 
*age.  In  the  fecond  place,  you  are 
*to  give  writings  under  your  hand, 
'  thereby  obliging   yourfeJf   to  make 

*  good,  when  you  fhall  arrive  at  years 

*  of  maturity,  what  you  engaged  for 
^  while  a  minor :    and  in  the  laft  place, 

*  you  are  to  hiake  fuch  a  reafonable 

*  difcount  for  ready  money,  as  the  flip- 

*  pery  fi  tut  ion  of  the  cafe  requires  ;  for 
'youmuftunderftand,thatany  obligation 

*  you  can  give  while  under  age  is  not 
'  valid  by   law,    but  yet    I  will  trufl: 

*  to  your  own  generofity  in   that  ar- 

*  tick. — Do  you  take  me  ?' 1  told 

him,  very  well. •  Why  then,'  con- 
tinued he,    '  what  would  you  be  wil- 

*  ling  to  give  by  way  of  difcount,  for 

*  ready  money  ?  * 

I  told  him,  I  was  by  no  means  ac- 
quainted with  fuch  matters ;   but  if  he 

pleafcd 
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pleaied  to  make  a  propofal,  it  was  ia 
my  choice,  whether  to  accept  it  or  not. 
Upon  which  this  honeft,  upright,  and 
confciendous  friend,  with  great  com- 
p(^ure,  afked  me  what  I  thought  of 
two  thoufand  pounds,  down  upon  the 
nail,  clear  of  all  dcdu£Uons  ?  for  he 
would  not  exceed  that  fum  by  a  fingle 
farthing« 

I  thought  it  a  difagreeable  circum- 
(lance  to  lofe  one  thoufand  pounds 
out  of  three,  for  only  the  anticipation 
of  a  twelve-month,  and  told  him  as 
much :  but  then  he  found  means  to 
awaken  my  fufpicion  fo  much  about  the 
uncertainty  of  my  uncle's  affairs,  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  a  bird  in  hand  was  worth 
two  in  the  bufli,  and  that  a  man  was 
never  fure  of  any  thing,  let  the  profped): 
be  ever  fo  promifing,  till  he  is  fairly  in 
poflfeflion  i  illuflrating  his  affertions  by 
quoting  numberlefs  inflances  of  the  like 
nature,  which,  by  the  villainy  of  guar- 

dians. 
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dians»  chalked  out  work  daily  in  die 
courts  of  chancery,  while  the  poor  de- 
luded clients  were  ftarving  for  bread  : 
that  his  examples,  together  with  the 
thought  of  being  put  in  inftant  poflef- 
fion  of  fo  much  gold,  and  the  (Irong 
detire  I  had  to  become  independent, 
overcame  my  objeftions,  and  I  yielded 
to  the  Ipecious  deluitions  of  this  blood- 
fucker,  and  in  a  few  days  had  the  whole 
bufmefs  trahfafted  to  our  mutual  fa- 
tisfsiAion. 

But  I  was  very  much  aftoniflied,  when 
I  afterwards  found,  as  fhall  be  fhewn  in 
its  place,  that  this  had  been  a  con- 
certed thing  betwixt  him  and  my  uncle, 
who,  finding  he  could  not  get  rid  of 
me  any  other  way,  without  endangering 
his  reputation,  was  refolved  to  fleece 
me  as  much  as  poflible,  before  1  fhoukl 
have  it  in  my  power  to  demand  my  for- 
tune in  courfe  of  law ;  well  knowing  my 
prodigal  difpofition,  and  that  when  once 
my  money  was  gone,  I  Ihould  neither 

Vol.  I.  L  have 
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ftill  two  thoufand  pour 
g^ve  myfelf  no  trouble 
ter,  as  I  found  my(elf 
Us,  of  a  kingdom,  wb 
that  was  inviting^to  thq  fi 
in  the  greateiS  variety^ 


'202' 
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Ganunerioe  wf  fmbrt.  felbw; --^Take 
ohunbefts  ia  die  temple; -^  Buy  a 
hOnfe  of  gpeat  parentage^  for  which 
Irp^qr  bmp  goiiiets.-i^Go  td  Epfom 
xaoes^  atid  whi  z:  romid  fum  of  mO'^ 
My.HMDiRiQfti\rith  a  yoi]t)g;hdy  at  a 
balU-M^LoIci  ia)rwiltdi»r«-Am  taketi 
in  biy'ailsa|)dr^andfieeced  of  every 
peimy^^^Nfy  fins  faorfe  turnft  out  a 
molt  egce^aoS'bitffi-i^I  rtcovte  my: 
watch  iSf  a  ftratiget  akrcident. 

BJSING  now  ill  pdffeffion  of  fo 
lai^  aiflimdFixloney,  Irefolved 
to  take  ^  fill!  (Wng  of  pleafore,  before 
I  Ihould  attach  myfclf  to  the  Idaft  bufl- 
neis  :  thinking  the  experience  I  fhould 
reap thertby,  tbbe  more  than  a  luM- 
cknt  itcompehee  for  any  dilburfementt 
f  mighrbe  at  on  die  occafion. 

t  t  tfith 


->.■*■-• 


iiunarea,  i  thought  it 

matter  to  make  my 

place  as  London.    I  i 

^ .  .  felf  with  ftorc  of  ver 

^fj;.'  l»neo»   bought  a  go], 

; H-  X:  ®^ »  ntw acquaintance 

:f:;f.i  took  a  fct  of  elegant 

Temple..  It  was  not  1 
got  upon  a  good  foot 
young  flafhy  blades  in 
hood,  every  one  of  w) 

peculiar  attachment  to 
I  began  to  enjoy  the  j 
town  with  a  high  relifl 

I  had  not  been  long  : 
ingfituation  before  Epfi 


£f Hamilton  Morkat.    221 

felf  a  hoHe,  which  1  &ncied  would 
add  greatly  to  my  appearance,  radier 
than  to  be  fcen  on  a  common  hack.  I 
communicated  my  defign  to  the  mafter 
of  a  uvem  where  I  ufed  frequendy  to 
^pcnd  the  evening,  and  defired  him-  to 
recommend  me  to  fome  one  who  could 
fupply  me  with  a  handfome  gelding. 
'^BleTsme,  Sir,'  fays  my  obliging  land- 
lord, *  this  is  the  luckicfl  thing  in  na- 

*  ture  !  you  could  not  have  applied  to 
^  a  fitter  perfon  in  the  world  than  to  me 
^  on  fuch  an  occafion.     There  is  Jack 

*  Newbury,  the  moft  famoufefl:  fellow 

*  for  horfe-flefh  in  England,  juft  now 
^  in  town.  I'm  perfectly  well  acquainted 
^  with  him,  and  am  fure  he  can  fit  you 
^  to  admiration ;  but  then  you  muft 
^  come  up  to  his  price,  for  he  always 
f  deals  upon  honour.' 

I  told  him,  that  I  would  not  fcruple 

a  good  price,  on  condition  I  was  ufed 

well,  and  then  gave  him  a  note  of  my 

]bdging$.    In  confequence  of  this,  I  was 

L  3  waited^ 


a23t    &eUfe  mdjUvmtia:^ 

watjfcd  iipcm  the  very  mxt  laowuDg  bf 
the  Jockey  himfelf*  wiioiaici,  if  I  pleafcd 
to  ftep  down  to  the  lepofitory  in  ■  »  — > 
1  might  have  an  oppartunitj  to  fet 
fome  of  xhechoiceft  cattle  m  the  king- 
dom, and  could  be  lumifiijed  &Qm  sen 
pouods  to  five  hundred. 

The  firft  horfe  he  bnowght  o*it  was 
a  very  fine  one  to  all  appearanoe,  whiiA 
ht  oblerved  had  won  the  Cubfcripcion* 
plate  at  Kowmarket  thioe  years  before^ 
j^ad.had^bden  laac  in  Jheyoffirflloaiof 
"Cilie  eaii  4^  W4ndbetfea.  v^ut  oiMiit 
«  him,  Maftor,^  feys iie,  ^  moumi  lim\ 
^  yoif  U  fifiid  ^biip  as  'geatie  4is  4i  iMtab^ 
^  aod  yet  46  fu^l  4tf  %irit,  th^  iK'fl^OMt- 

*  Jlrtp  this  Aeeteft  hounds,  and  fea^  k 
^^ve-^baprad  ga^  widiMt  iheimtoaf. 
^  I  was  offered  fifty  guineas  ferfanjfaUt 

*  fummer  from  Heathfhot  the  highway- 

*  man  ;  kmt  you  know^  Sk^  it  is  a  wry 
^  wrong  thing  to^iftri^  thepuMic.bf 
^  mounHing  a  p^lutejellaw  oa  a  hodb^ 
f  ikati  modoftiy  %(a)aiig,  oughs««iMfe 

•him 
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<  him  tQ  diftuoe  tke  mo&  ixmam 
^  pmfiiit.  JMo,  nq,  I  could  aefer  aafwer 

*  thattooy  confcicnce!  andyoukMw^ 
Sir«  tkait  cooicieiicc  and  honour  Me 

*  Tcry  piccioui  ifaiiig8»  eipecially  aflMUg 
;^  us  men  of  priacfde^ 


Afier  tbiH  I  was  eineittiwd  with  tte 
fight  of  half  a  foore  inoieof  his  horfes, 
eveiy  one  of  which,  upon  produAion, 
did  AOC  £ul  to  be  the  vety  beft  bii9d  in 
£i^|aftd.  But  the  aitkk  of  the  high- 
waymaa  had  cickkd  my  im^y  exceed- 
iHgly*  I  tboog^  that  certainly  a  rob- 
ber muft  he  a  good  juc^  of  horfes, 
as  Ua  whole  iafety  muft  in  a  manner  de^ 
pend  upon  his  fkill  in  chat  particular, 
and  dwdc  upon  this  one  mth  the  greaceft 
atteadoo.  This  the  Jockey  no  fooner 
yerofiivcdi  than  he  proceeded  thus : 

<  I  iee»  Sir,  you  are  a  good  judge^ 

*  Iqr  your  Purveying  Bakl&ce  ib  eameft^ 

^  ly :   he  has  certainly  a  very  fine  ap^ 

^  paanacet  aad  xaight  grace  a  General 

L  4  •  in 
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*  in  a  triumph:    Had  poor  unfortuna^ 

*  Heathfliot  only  come  «p  to  the  price 

*  of  him,  and  concealed  his  intentions 

*  as  to  his  ufc,  (for  you  muft  under- 
'  ftandi  Sir,  that  the  fame  principle  that 
'  kept  me  from  felling  him  the  horfe, 

*  kept  me  alfo  from  betraying  him  m 

*  juftice,  when  1  found  out  his  way  of 

*  life  V   for  in  thefc  cafes  my  fenfc  of 

*  honour.  Sir,  is  extremely  nice)  I  fay, 

*  had  he  conduced  matters  more  pm- 

*  dcntly,  he  would  hardly  have  fufl^ied 

*  two  loufy  farmers,  mounted  on  coach- 

*  horfes,  to  have  taken  him  fo  eafi]yv 
^  and  might,  to  this  day,  have  efcaped  a 
^  fcFagging  $  but  it  wasn't  his  fate  to  have 

*  him,  and  I  am  glad  of  it.  No,  no,  Ara- 
'  bia  was  never  piHaged^tofornilh  higb- 

*  way  men  with  horfes  ;  God  forbid  ^— 

*  I  believe  I  can  trace  his  pedigree  to  thf 
'  tenth  generation.  —  Let  me  fee 

*  Baldface  the  Ton  of  lord  D ^'s  fa- 

*  mous  bay-horfe  Remus,  out  of  a  mart 
«  belonging  to  his  grace  the  duke  of 
f  Hamilton,  who  won  the  give  and  take 

•  plate 


^Hamix;tom  MuftSAT.    225 

^fiMtt  fimie  yean  ago  at  York  races ; 

*  his  grand-dam,  Mr.  Meredith's  Filly*) 
'  hi»  great  graad-dam,  Tantwivy ; .  his 
'great,  great  grand-dam>  the  marquis 
*'of  Rockingham's  Sweepftakes;  his 
^  great,  great,  great  grand  dam,  Mifs 
«  Biddy  Wriggle,  full  fifter  to  the  noted 
^  horfe  Driver,  got  by  the  earl  of  Go- 
^  dolphin's  famous  mountaineer  CuUum 

*  Arabian— —So  that  you  fee,  Matter^ 

*  he.  is  come  of  fome  of  the  beft  families 

*  in  Europe.' 

This  long  detail  of  father,  mother,  and 
great  grandmothers  appeared  fo  fatisfac- 
tory  to  me,  that,  with  fome  emotion,  I 
demanded  his  price  ^  for  that  this  indivi- 
dual horfe,  or  none,  was  for  my  money. 

•  Why,   Sir,'  fays  the  Jockey,   *  I 

*  would  by  no  means  have  you  to  buy 

*  a  pig  in  a  poke :  to  be  fure,  you  could 

*  not  appear  at  Epfom  better  mounted, 
«  was  you  to  fearch  all  England — but 

*  then  you  may  fcruple  his  price ;  and 

L  5  *  fuch 
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*  fuch  bargains  are  not  to  be 

*  every  day,  1  have  already  obferved 
<  to  you,  that  I  was  offered  fifty  girincas 
^  fome  montUs  ago  for  him ;  but  aj  I 

*  told  you  before,  my  confcience  would 

*  not  luffer  me  to  part  wkh  him  to  9 

*  highwayman  %   howfbmderer,  m  you 

*  air  a  gentleman,  I  will  feH  him  to 
^  you  for  forty  pieces,  and  under  that 
^  fum  he  fhall  not  depart  ihefc  ftEblei 

*  till  I  caTiy  hioi  dowEi  iBto  die  coun* 

*  try.' 

I  thought  thia  a  dee^  of  money  for 
a  horfe)  and  ofibced  him  thirty,  i^ 
iblving,  however,  to  have  him  at  any 
rate,  rather  than  dfelay  vifiring  the  races 
the  very  next  day ;  but  he  took  tMl 
offer  as  a  very  high  affront,  and  after 
ebferving,   *  I  fee.  Sir,  he  is  not  for 

*  your  purfe,  *  ftalked  away  in  great 
dudgeon.  This  method  of  ptooedare 
convinced  me  beyond  a  doubt,  that  it 
was  certainly  a  good  purchafe ;  I  there- 
fore c^Mcd  after  him,  and  advanced  *- 

reftly 
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nBt}fW&ftmorei  but  ftill he conri- 
oiied  ioflexihle,  bid  me  furvey  his  en^ 
chandog  forehead,  his  exquifite  limbff^ 
mod  beautiful  moiUd  ;  and,  holding  up 
his  hands  in  a  fort  of  admiration,  pro^ 
Aounoed,  *  Good  God,  what  a  pity 
^  it  k  that  fo  pretty  a  gentleman  fliould 
«  ftand  in  his  own  light,  and  let  flip  thi^ 

•  only  opportunity  he  ever  can  or  will 

*  iwre  to  fit  hinsfelf  with  b.  horfe  that 

*  would  do  honour  to  his  graceful  ap^ 

•  pearance !  * 

This  flattering  obienration  wrou^t 
fo  powerfully  on  my  vanity,  that,  with-- 
#at  forthcr  altencation,  I  agreed  co  giv^ 
Iihn  ho  price,  which  I  accondingly  paid 
dofwit  upon  die  nail,  and  that  very 
evening  took  the  tour  of  Hampflnd 
andHighgate  upon  my  new  purchafe, 
and  could  not  help  thinldng  all  the  way 
OS  I  rode,  riiat  every  l)ody  was  charmed 
with  my  eafy  carriage  and  horfeman«> 


Having 
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Having  completed  this  afl^rib  muck^ 
to  my  fatisfadion,  I  drefled  myielf  next 
morning  very  elegantly,  and  took  the 
toad  to  Epfom,  not  a  little  proud  of 
being  mounted  on  the  back  of  fo  gal* 
lant  a  prancen  At  my  arrival  on  the 
courfe  I  was  wonderfully  delighted  at 
furveying  the  crowds  of  people  that 
were  there  already,  and  at  the  vail 
number  that  came  driving  in  every 
minute*. 

While  I  was  gazing  very  attentively 
upon  thefe  things^  which  appeared  quite 
new  to  me,  a  gentleman,  drefled  in  fik 
ver  and  green,  came  up,  and  patting 
me  very  familiarly  on  the  ihoulder^ 
cried,  *  Twenty,  to  five  on  that  bay- 
^  mare,  my  lord :  fhe  beatsSweepftakes^ 
*  all  hollow,  for  a  cool  hundred.'  Tho? 
I  did  not  underftand  one  word  of  this 
curious  falute,  yet  I  was  very  glad  to 
be  taken  for  a  lord ;.  and  afluming  a 
look  of  importance,  replied,  *  I  don't 
^  think  fhe  will.'  On  this  he  pulled  out 

a  larg^ 
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» Iai]ge  number  of'  bank-notes,  and  «F- 
foxA  fx>  lay  twenty  to  five  on  the  fide  '] 
«f  his  favourite  s  when  I  told  htm,.  I  \ 
waited  for  a  fpedal;  party,  and  had  no 
leifiire  to  attend  the  liTue  :  but,  how- 
ever, I  would  lay  him  ten  guineas  upon 
•qual  terms,  and  he  would  find  me  on 
the  courfe  at  his  convenience. 

So  faying,  Frode  off  in  great  f(at^, 
and  began  to  fancy  I  muft  certwily 
have  fomcthing  very  ftriking  about  me, 
to-be  taken  for  a  nobleman  at  firft  fighr. 
Zounds,  thought  I,  there  is  nothing  like 
cutting  a  figure!  I  (hall  certainly  make 
4ny  fortune  very  fpeedily,  by  fbme  lady 
of  quality  falling  in  love  ¥dth  me. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  keep  up  the 
gOitleman*s  good  opinion  of  me,  I  took 
occafion  to  mix  among  fbme  very  genteel 
company,  where  there  were  very  great 
bets  going  forward  ^  and  tho*  at  firft  I 
behaved  but  awkwardly,,  yet  by  the 
help  of  a  litde  itfolution»  which  I  fum- 

moned 


ittooed  OQ  the  occdioo,  I  quickly  lAed 
mj  pare  co  admirBUoa ;  and  jojniog  m 
arnoag  the  gaioeflers,  icon  found  my- 
fclf  ojac  httndred  and  fifty  f>oijiidi  ricte- 
than  I  W8S  in  the  mor oing,  aod  all  this 
by  blind  chance  %  Sot  I  knew  not  one 
jot  abooc  the  matter,  imt  accepted  of 
every  bet  timt  was  Md  me, 

Traafporced  u  this  lucky  bef^aam^ 
I  brightened  up  exceedingly,  arid  that 
very  ni^t  infinttated  myfelf  lb  far  mm 
the  good  graces  of  an  agreeable  la<ly  £ 
had  £ta\  upon  th^  tourre^  that  I  had 
tbe  happioe^  to  dance  at  the  ball  wicb 
her,  and  the  pleafune  to  fiad  that  I 
condmSbed  mylelf  in  fuch  a  nianiier  a$ 
CO  gain  the  approbation  of  my  fair 
partner.  Next  momhig  :I  «obk  tU  C* 
berty  to  wait  iqxn  he^  to  her  lodg^iig%. 
when  ibe  conspiained  grievoufly  of  tiir 
gentleman's  n2dene&  vrfao  bad  branq^ 
ker  from  London,  who,  flie  fak^  wn 
to  addided  to  the  bottle^  (fcat  he  mkit 
no  ficrupk  to  be  gufltf  iof  tht^  waSL 

fliock- 
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flttdciiig  ndeomeies  ntdnr  than  for* 
jake  fi>  darling  a  €Oii^>«iQn  I  aDdtoA 
nocke,  that  he  was  fo  little  recovered 
iioml^laft  iiightfs  debauch,  thatflie  was 
cvtDL  iiider  the  Aocking  apprehenfimi 
w  l)diig  deprived  of  the  Averfiom  of 
Ae  day,  for  want  of  a  mde  attendant.. 
I  liioaght  this  a  very  proper  opportu- 
nity to  ofier  her  my  fernce  to  wait  upon 
licr  in  die  quality  of  a  very  humble 
fffvanc ;  which,  after  fome  feeming  he^ 
fitadon,  Ihe  confented  to,  and  I  went 
out  fuH  of  joy  to  befpeak  a  four-wheded 
phaeton,  the  better  to  cut  a  figure  upon 
die  coorfe. 

When  we  arrived  there,  the  gentle- 
sum  in  the  filver  and  green  came  up^ 
and  very  complsufantly  tpld  me,  I  had 
won.  the  wager  ^  at  tiie  fame  time  put* 
ting  a  twenty  pound  bank-note  into 
ny  hand,  for  which  I  gave  him  change  ^ 
while  he  took  notice,  that  he  was  never 
more  deceived  in  his  life  than  to  find 
Sweq^bakea  taken  in  lb  queerly,   and 

that 
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that  die  d— n'd  Jockeys  hadn't  aAed 
upon  prindples  of-  honouTi. 

This  frelh  acquifidon  encouraged  me 
fo  much,  that  I  began  to  fancy  a  man 
might  foon  make  an  ample  fortune,  if 
he  had  the  lead  infight  into  the  nature 
of  fo  important  a  branch  of  bufinefi, 
which  I  faw  was  ftudied  by  moft  of  the 
Nobility  and  the  principal  people  of  the 
nation.     That  I  therefore  might  not 
be  wanting  to  myfelf  at  a  time  when 
my  ftars  feemed  more  than  ordinary  pro- 
pitious, I  fell  to  work  with  double  vi- 
gour, but  had  foon  realbn  to  repent  fe- 
verely  of  my  folly  •,  for  in  a  very  fhort 
time  I  had  loft  not  only  all  my  win- 
nings, but  even  the  forty  guineas  I  had 
brought    out    from   London    in    my 
pocket.     This  fatal  lofs  chagrined  me 
ftrangely ;  I  curft  my  ftupidity  a  thou- 
fand  times,  that  had  prevented  me  from 
going  ofF,  when  I  had  won  fo  largely j 
and  I  was  obliged  to  defift  from  far- 
ther buHnefs,  merely  for  want  of  cafE 

All 
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AH  this  time  my  fair  companion  was 
Mgs^B^  deeply  in  play ;  but  I  was  not 
a  little  confounded,  when,  upon  her 
lolhig  a  confiderable  fum,  {he  referred 
her  ants^nift  to  me,  who,  {he  obferved, 
always  di{bur(ed  the  money  on  thofe  oc- 
cafions.  Alarmed  at  this  infinuation,  I 
mrned  Ihort  upon  her,  and  demanded 
the  meaning  of  that  expreflion  ;  when 
her  creditor  cried  out,    *  P{ha,  pfha, 

*  Sir !  it  an't  at  all  like  a  gentleman  to 

*  aflfront  your  lady  for  fuch  a  trifle.    It 

*  is  very  mean  of  you.  —  Prythee  dif- 
^  burfe  the  cole  with  a  good  grace ;    it 

*  is  no  more  dian   twenty  guineas/ 

*  My  lady  !  Sir,*  faid  I,  *  what  do  you 

*  mean  by  that  ?  {he  is  no  lady  of  mine, 

*  and  if  you  think  otherwife,  you  will 

*  find  yourfelf  mi{iaken.  —  Come,  Ma- 
^  dam,  I  find  how  it  is ;  I  {hall,  there«- 

*  fore,  do  myfelf  the  pitafure  to  con- 
^vey  you  faife  back  to  your  drunken 
^paramour}  for  atprefent,  I  am  nei* 

*  ther  in  the  mind  nor  condition  to  con- 
^tinue  this  farce  any  longer.'    So  fay- 
ing,. 


log,  I  gavfi  the  hodes  a  ia(h  and  was 
jnakii^  off  the  jpremifes,  when  flie 
cried  out,  *  Where  are  you  driving  to, 
«  you  Scotch  bl  d  cf  a  b  chf 
^  What,  I  fuppofe  you  are  fome  pitiful 
"^  fcoundrel  of  an  attorney's  clerk*  who 
*  has  hired  a  horie  by  the  day,  in  order 
^  to  impofe  upon  ihe  public  under  the 
^  character  of  a  man  of  fortune ; '  aad 
uttering  a  volley  of  epithets,  no  way 
adapted  to  her  genteel  appearance, 
jumped  down  ing^t  anger,  and  com- 
initted  hericlf  to  the  care  of  my  gentle- 
man in  greenj  who^  by  the  way,  Jiod 
won  almoft  every  birthing  of  my 
money. 

I  now  drove  back  in  great  agony,  to 
thiok  I  had  loft  more  in  oaedi^  by  my 
folly,  than  would  have  maintained  sie 
like  a  gentleman  for  a  twelve-mooch  i 
and  called  up  my  landlord  wkh  iotenc 
to  diipofe  of  my  watcl,  but  I  fix>a 
found  that  this  raoveaUe  had  &d  my 
pocket  without  my  privily,  and  I  be* 

gaa 


^puKothtiik,  notwithottC  theJbd|p«f 
my  late  companion. 

I  h$d  mnr  no  better  txpoOoBt  left 
4ne»  I  though  than  to  raife  fi>me  mo- 
my  ibxpansDg  wii&JDyliQiie,  andao- 
flafdii^y  I  aj^liodmy&lf  to-nijlaiidi- 
JDcd  lor  datponpofe;  but  mine  faoft 
my  iagacioufly  told  me,  that  it  was 
dangerous  fo  meddle  with  thole  mattcm 
«U  a  mMn  fbmld  be  better  inibmied. 
Wibo  wm  Wiio  4  and  ithen  ftraUng 
liie  hofffe,  difiwd  ttilDaoai^  vbat  I  mig^ 
Jbane  9ven  forlum.  *  Why,  Skvj^  tmA 
1»  ^  hCiCaftjoe&Hty'g^itcasyeftQr^ 
^  and  I  had  him  a  good  bargain ;  bocas 

*  I  have  occafion  for  ibme  cafh  at  pre- 
«  Iqm;  I  ftosild  be  wittuigtD  bate  A  finall 
^otttler  of  diatfim/  ^  IbdiemyMi 
^woiiUttnity,  Sir/  qpiotk  tbb  difboift? 
ing  piibbcaa,  *  aiMiaot  jntbottt  rcttfail 
^neither:  but  at  prefent  yon  may  think 

*  3K>urfeIf  wcU  off  widia  quarter  of  the 
;  mqney^fiirthebocfea&bcokeiHwioded* 

( and 
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«  and  will  foofl  be  fit  only  to  be  put  in 

*  a  fand-cart.* 

This  was  a  thunder-ftroke  to  me  in- 
ileed.  I  related  the  whole  circun>- 
ftafiee  of  my  buying  him,  with  the 
hiftory  of  his  nadvity,  aftions,  and 
defcent,  and  vowed  revenge  moft  bit- 
terly againft  the  Jockcfy  who  had  ib 
cheated  me.  *Why,  look  ye.  Sir/ 
faid  he,  ^  I  don't  fee  how  you  can  it>- 
^  cover  any  damage,  or  even  fue  him 

*  for  a  fraud,  as  he'll  certainly  infift  that 

*  you  have  ftrain'd  him  at  the  races, 

*  and  fo  elude  your  expoftulations  that 
J  way.* 

Ruefully  convinced  of  the  reafonable^ 
aefs  of  this  obfervation,  all  thought  of 
attempting  to  right  myfelf  by  law  fub- 
fided ;  and  my  mind  was  wholly  em«- 
ployed  in  contriving  in  what  manner  I 
fliould  defray  the  expences  I  had  ran 
into :   after  much  debate,  with  myfetf, 

Iwas. 
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I  was  at  laft  conftrained  to  pledge  a 
brilliant,  worth  ten  guineas,  with  my 
landlord,  till  I  fhould  redeem  the  fame, 
by  a  return  of  three  pounds,  which  with 
great  difficulty  he  was  prevailed  uponco 
lend  me,  after  having  confulted  half  a 
fcore  people  on  the  occafion. 

Juft  as  I  was  going  to  fet  out  with 
a  heavy  heart,  I  obferved  a  vaft  mob 
coming  up  the  town,  and  was  not  a 
litde  furprifed  to  fee  the  fine  gentleman 
in  green,  who  had  fo  complaifantly  ho- 
noured me  with  the  title  of  lordfhip, 
led  away  by  a  great  concourfe  of  people 
before  a  Juftice  of  the  peace,  being 
charged  with  forging  a  large  number 
of  bank-notes,  which  he  had  put  off 
during  the  races,  in  return  for  good 
gold.  Being  very  inquifitive  to  fee 
the  iffue  of  this  ftrange  difcovery,  I 
joined  in  with  the  cavalcade,  and  fol- 
lowed him  to  the  Magiflrate's  \  when, 
lo !  upon  fearching  him,  the  firft  thing 

that 
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life  and  Ahenim^is  ficc. 

^jired  was  no  other  than  my 
^^Bf  |S?5riduaI  watchj  which  I  chal- 
^  ^  Jtrpon  riic  inftant  -  and  upon  ap- 
pealing to  my  landlord,  who  gave  his" 
tcftimony  that  it  was  the  fame  he  had 
ftcn  in  my  hand  the  night  before,  I  it- 
covered  this  utenfil  a  fecond  tuire;,  and* 
found  myfelf  fome  pounds  lighter  in 
my  fpirits  fmce  this  une^pc€ted  ac- 
quificion* 
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Hamilton  Murray. 


CHAP.     I. 

Am  accofted  by  an  old  acquaintance, 
with  whom  1  return  to  Londpn.  —He 
carries  me  to  a  cofFee-houfe,  where  I 
am  entertained  with  the  difcuffion  of 
a  Scripture  text. — Etymology  and  ufe 
of  the  word  Damnation. — A  piece  of 
humour  is  praftifed  upon  an  old  batchc- 
lor,  which  produces  much  diverfion. 

q5s08(^HILE  I  was  hugging  my- 

K  ^  3fiC  ^^^^  ^^  "^y  S^^^  fortune  at  fo 

iiiJBC)bCx  unexpedledly  recovering  my 

watch,  a  young  fellow,  who  had  fol- 

VoL.  II.  B  lowed 


Surprifed  to  find  r 

accofled  by  a  ftranj 

had  not  the  leaft  k 

to  think  him  anotht 

tended  to  found  the  c 

a  fecondtimej   but 

ceivcd  in  that  paitic 

claimed,    « Zounds, 

•  me  then  ?  and  havt 

•  got  jour  old  acquj 
*vage,  whoaffiftcdy 
^tureofTickletextaj 

This  obfenration  o] 
once  i  I  recolleaed  hi 
and  expreflcd  my  fatisl 
in  a  place  where  I  ha 
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wholefale  chemift  in  Piccadilly;  and 
that  Sukey  Pattcrfon  had  been  brought 
to  bed  of  a  fine  boy,  foon  after  my  de- 
parture, and  had  b^n  fo  ill  ufed  by  the 
fchoolmafter  on  that  account,  that  fhe 
had  difappeared  all  at  once,  and  it  was 
feared  that  fhe  had  laid  violent  hands 
on  herfelf,  to  get  rid  of  his  barbarous 
creatmenL 

This  information  diflrefled  me  great- 
ly. I  could  not  look  back  on  the  happy 
minutes  I  had  pafled  with  that  dear  girl, 
and  think  of  her  unhappy  fate,  without 
fhedding  tears.  I  felt  a  return  of  all 
my  former  tendernefs  for  her,  .and  the 
impoflibility  to  make  her  any  recom- 
pence  for  her  fufFerings,  increaftd  my 
anguifh  ten  thoufand  fold.  I  vowed 
bitter  revenge  on  the  inhuman  villain, 
who,  by  his  barbarity,  had  drove  my 
adorable  girl  to  this  wretched  choice ; 
and  was  fo  difpirited  at  the  mournful 
rccoUeftion  of  what  the  innocent  babe 
mufl  have  fuffered  by  her  lofs,  that  I 
B  2  was 
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was  fcarce  able  to  fupport  myfelf  under 
it  i  and  Dick  was  even  fain  to  make 
life  of  all  his  rhetorick  to  prevent  me 
from  commitring  fome  extravagancy 
on  myfelf.  He  ailed ged,  that  very  pof- 
fibly  Ihe  might  be  flill  alive,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  general  belief  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood  to  the  contrary,  fince  it  was 
only  founded  on  furmife,  and  advifed  me 
to  advcrtife  her  by  her  own  name,  with 
a  detail  of  particulars,  in  all  the  news- 
papers. This  hint  produced  fo  good 
an  effeift  on  my  mind,  that  I  fufFered 
myfelf  to  be  comforted  ;  and  Dick  pro- 
mifed  to  difpel  all  remains  of  gloonpi 
and  low  fpirits  on  this  occafion,  by  car- 
rying mc  to  a  fort  of  club,  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  as  foon  as  we  reached 
town,  where  the  humours  of  the  com- 
pany would  prove  a  never-failing  anti- 
ilote  for  any  future  attack  of  the  fpleen. 

Glad  of  this  opportunity  to  chafe 
away  thofe  melancholy  refledlions  which 
^ill  hung  upon  my  mind,  I  accompa- 
nied 
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nidd  him  with  great  pleafure  to  a  cofFee- 
houfe  in  Flcet-ftrect ;  and,  upon  enter- 
ing the  room  above  flairs,  obfervcd  a 
large  group  of  figures  furrounding  a 
table,  invefled  by  fo  impenetrable  a 
cloud  of  fmoke,  as  put  me  in  mind  of 
the  infernal  deities  at  a  confultation. 
The  chairman,  who  fat  in  great  flate  at 
the  upper  end,  perceiving  a  new  face, 
took  vafl  unibrage,  that  my  friend 
f^ou4d  prefume  to  intrude  a  flranger 
upon  the  company,  without  previoufly 
confulting  the  board  ;  but  Dick  foon 
found  means  to  pacify  him  in  that  ar- 
ticle, byobferving,  that  Iwasbutjuft 
come  to  town,  and  having  lately  met 
with  great  loflTcs,  he  had  taken  the  li- 
berty to  introduce  me  into  the  club, 
with  a  view  of  having  my  chagrin  dif- 
pelled  by  their  fagacious  obfervations. 

This  had  the  defu-ed  efFeft ;  the  chair- 
man quickly  recalled  his  good  humour, 
and  that  1  might  have  an  early  fpecimen 
of  his  underflanding,  took  up  a  news- 
B  3  ■    paper 
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paper  and  defired  the  attention  of  tftc 
company  to  the  following  paragraph : 

*  Laft  monday  night,  a  mafter  taylor 
«  of  the  parifli  of  St  Martin  in  the  fields, 

*  having  fome  difputes  with  his  wife^ 

*  of  a  very  interefting  nature,  fnatchcd 

•  up  a  razoFj  and  difmembercd  his  or- 

•  gans  of  virility,  which  he  tbrcw  into 

*  the  fire  with  great  fury,  accompany- 
«  ing  the  aftion  with  thefe  words  ;  "  If 
"  thy  limb  offend  thee,  cut  it  off,  and 
"  throw  it  from  thee ;  "  to  the  infinite 

*  grief  and  defpair  of  his  afBifted  rib, 

•  who  fainted  away  three  difierent  times 

•  on  this  melancholy  occafion.* 

When  he  had  read  this  fentcncc^ 
which  he  did  with  great  energy,  he  put 
on  a  very  big  look,  and  aflTured  the 
company,  that  the  taylor  in  queftion  was 
certainly  damned  to  all  eternity  for  the 
commiflion  of  this  heinous  crime. 

Upon 
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Upon  which  a  fat  grocer,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  table,  took  notice, 
that  he  could  fee  no  reafon  why  any 
man  Ihould  be  damn'd  for  fulfilling 
the  Scripture  in  a  literal  fenfe.     '  Not 

•  damn'd !    Sir,*    fays  the  chairman, 

•  you'll  give  me  leave  to  differ  from 

•  your  opinion  in  that  point.    Yes,  yes, 

•  he's  damn'd  enough  I  warrant  you 

•  by  this  time,  take  my  word  for  it. 
«  Do  but  obfcrve  what  is  written  in  the 

•  OldTcftamentj  "  He  that  is  wounded 
••  in  the  ftones,  or  hath  his  private 
**  members  cut  off,  cannot  enter  into 
**  the  kingdom  of  God."  Now  we  muft 

•  either  entertain  a  doubt  as  to  the  ve- 

•  racity  of  thefe  words,  or  reft  affured, 

•  that  the  foul  of  the  unfortunate  tay- 

•  lor  is   in  a  ftate  of  perdition ;   yea, 

•  even  tho*  his  miferable  body  (hould 

•  out-live  this  accident  for  many  years.' 

•  And  fo  you  think  a  body  can  exift 

•  without  a  foul  ? '  criecj  a  difciple  of 
St.  CofmuS|  ftarting  up  with  great  agi* 

B  4  lity; 
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lity ;  *  For  my  part,  do  ye  fce^  I  always 

*  was  of  opinion,    that  the  foul  of  ih€ 

*  man  was  the  aftive  principle^  wi thorn 

*  which  there  could  neither  be  gefturc, 

*  feeUng,  or  mufcular  motion  ;  and  that 

*  without  this  influencing  particle,  the 

*  objeft    under    confideration    was  no 

*  more  —  let  me  fee  —  no  more  aftually 

*  now —  as  a  man  may  fay  —  than  ab* 

*  folucely  a  body  without  a  fouL' 

*  Undoubtedly,  Sir,*  quoth  the  chair- 
man, *  it  may  very  probably  be  fo.  Un- 

*  natural  crimes  beget  unnatural  punifh- 
'  ments.  Now  that  this  is  a  moft  un- 
'  natural  crime,  I  will  infer  from  the 
'  aclion  itfelf.  For,  pray,  what  can  be 
'  more  unnatural  than  for  a  man  to 
'  ftrike  at  the  very  root  of  nature  ? 
'  Does  he  not,  by  fo  doing,  deprive 
'  himfell'  of  nature's  beft  gift  ?  For  in 
*•  taking  away  thofe  parts  that  are  na- 
'  tural,   and  deftined  for  the  propaga- 

*  tion  of  human  nature  in  general,  docs 

*  it  not  follow,  that  what  remains  of 

'  him 
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*.him  is  quite   unnatural,    and  confe* 

*  quently  unfit  to  remain  in  a  ftate  of 

*  nature  for  any  continuance  ?  Befides, 

*  we  have  had  inftanccs  before  now  of 

*  a  perfon  rifing  from  the  grave,  and 
^  pronouncing  his  own  damnation :  now, 

*  are  we  to  fuppofe,  that  the  foul  of 
y  that  man  was  in  any  other  place  than 

*  hell  ?  and  is  there  not  a  gulph  fixt  ? 

*  We  may  as  wcU  deny  the  law  and  the 

*  prophets ! ' 

•  Fie  upon  you,  Sir,  fie  upon  you,' 
fays  a  diflenting  preacher  of  Moorfields, 

*  this  is  downright  blafphemy  !  I  am 
'  aOiamed  to  fee  a  man  of  your  years 

*  with  fo  little  chriftian  charity.     Re- 

*  member  what  is  written  on  this  oc- 
'  cafion  :  "  Judge  not,  left  ye  be 
•judged.**  Befides,  I  will  maintain,  that 

*  the  taylor  could  not  take  a  more  ef- 
•fcclual   method  in  nature  than  this, 

*  to  afcend  the  manfion  of  the  blefled  : 
'  for  in  difengaging  his  body  of  tlioi'e 

*  parts    which  are  moft  prone  to    an 

B  5  '     '  earthly 
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*  earthly  carnality,  he  difencumbers  htm- 

*  felf  of  a  moft  heavy  load  of  pollution, 

*  and  thereby  wingeth  his  foul  to  hea?ai 

*  with  the  greater  facility.    For  is  it  nOt 

*  exprefsly  written,  that  "  ye  muft  be 
«*  eunuchs  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven?" 

*  Now,  if  there  is  a  neceflity  for  a  ima 

*  to  become  an  eunuch^    as  the  nature 

*  of  thefe  words  imply,  before  he  zm 
f  enter  into  glory,    how,   pray,   fhall 

*  it  come  to  pafs,  that  the  fame  man 

*  muft  be  damn'd  for  difmembcring 
^himfelf?* 

The  chairman,  who  had  plumed  him- 
felf  greatly  on  his  former  delivery,  aad 
little  thought  of  fo  (hocking  a  rebuff, 
was  highly  incenfed  at  this  unexpedled 
oppofition,  and  reddening  with  anger, 
exclaimed  in  a  high  voice,    *  You  are  a 

*  fhallow-headed  dotard,  and  it  is  eafy 
'  to  fee  you  have  no  more  brains  than 
'  a  parrot.     Why,  you,don*t  comprc- 

*  hend  the  true  meaning  of  the  words : 

*  they  plainly  infer,  do  ye  fee,  that  your 

'fat 
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^  fat  arfe  muft  mortify  all  defires  of 
^  the  fledi,  even  till  you  are  as  dead  to 
^  all  fenfation  as  a  rotten  herring,  be- 
^  fore  you  can  have  any  precenfions  to 

<  pafs  into  refL     For,  don't  the  thing 

<  plainly  (hew,    that  this  is  the  deadly 

*  fin  which  St.  Paul  (peaks  of,  when  he 
^  fays,  there  is  a  fin  unto  death  ?  And, 
^  for  why  is  it  the  deadly  fin  ?  verily, 
^  becauie  it  is  a  downright  ftriking  at 
^  the  image  of  God,  by  difappointing  all 
^  farther  operations  of  the  fpirit,  when 

*  a  man  is  moved,  as  it  were,  to  propa- 
^  gate  bis  likenefs,    and  raife  up  feed 

*  unto  falvation.' 

He  now  thought,  he  had  put  a  mcH 
eflfcfhial  (top  to  any  farther  difputes  on 
this  fubjeci  y  but  he  was  miftaken  :  a 
long  lank  fellow,  a  fon  of  the  mufes, 
in  a  rufty  black  coat,  and  an  enormous 
tic- wig  of  a  fandy  complexion,  was  rc- 
folved  the  matter  fhould  not  flop  here, 
till  he  had  put  in  for  his  fliare  of  the 
honour  alfo*   Accordingly  he  flood  up, 

and 
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and  embnctfig  the  panch*bowl  inti 
moie  than  miignetk  attj^dion,  begs& 
thus  :   ^  Tbftt  ihis  ts  not  the  desully  fin 

*  you  mcBtioKit  Mr.  duinmi^  I  irill 

*  conviocc  you  prdcody ;  as  I  will  op- 

*  hold,  that  the  fin  of  Onan  is  the  mm 

*  for  which  there  can  be  no  rciniffiou» 

*  Now  hexe  die  cafe  differs  wkfcly  %  At 

*  poor  taylor  was  led  into  the  coramit 

*  fion  of  that  aSion^  which  bereft  him 
'  of  his  manhood,  from  a  fuppofmon 

*  that  he  did  his  dyty,   and  by  mit 

*  taking    the  xx3:t  m  a  literal  fcnfe  \ 

*  whereas  the  fin  of  Onan  is  an  aftual 

*  flj^ing  in  the  face  of  heaven  againft  aU 

*  realbn  and  convifiion,    and  he  that 

*  is  guilty  of  this  fin,  may  jultly  be  ac- 

*  cufed  of  the  moft  horrid  oi  murders, 

*  inafmuch  as  he  extends  his  crime  to 
'  pofterity,   and    may  be  faid  to  dif- 

*  people  a  world  at  every  trefpafs ;  fo 

*  that  you  plainly  perceive  that  this  is 

*  what  is  hinted  at  by  the  aforefaid 
«  apofi:Ie,  when  he  makes  mention  of  a 
I  deadly  fia  %  and  furely,  if  oppofing 

*thc 
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*  the  operations  of  heaven  in  the  pro- 
'  duftion  of  its  creatures,  wilfully,  and 

*  with  one's  eyes  open,  is  not  the  moft 

*  heinous  of  all  crimes,  I  ani  of  opinion 
'  it  would  puzzle  the  whole  body  of 

*  the  church,  to  find  out  a  circum- 
\  ftance  of  a  blacker  die/ 

The  difpute  being  now  at  this  crifisy 
and  neither  of  the  parties  expreflTing  the 
Icaft  defire  to  recede  from  their  cftablifh- 
ed  opinion,  the  chairman  commanded 
filence,  and  referred  the  matter  to  the 
determination  of  a*  half-pay  officer,  who 
was  engaged  in  a  very  earneft  difcourfe 
with  a  tallow-chandler,  about  the  con- 

duft  of  General ,  and  the  ftate 

of  our  affairs  in  America.  The  matter 
being  thus  agreed  on,  the  foldier  put  on 
a  very  martial  frown,  and  delivered 
bimfelf  to  this  purpofe  : 

*You  talk  of  damnation,   Gentle- 

*  men,  but  may  I  be  d n'd  to  hell 

^'  if  I  believe  there  is  any  fuch  thing  as 

*  damna- 


1 4       ^^  Life  and  jidvm/um 

*  damnation,    in   reality  :    it   is  all  a 

*  prieft's  cooked- up  ftor^^  the  better  to 

*  prccure  their  tithes  and  fucking  pigs^ 

*  or  elfe  a  delufioa  of  the  devil** 
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Here  he  was  interrupted  by  one  of  the 
members,  who  begged  to  know  what 
ufe  he  could  make  of  the  devil  and  _ 
heli,  fmce  he  exploded  the  artick  oim 
damnation. 

*  O  dear  Sir !  of  what  ufe  ?  *  replied 
the  foldier,   '  why,  a  mighty  ingenious 

*  ufe,  I  do  affure  you.  Sir.     They  are 

*  all  three  of  infinite  fervice  in  difcourfe, 

*  and  ferve  to  fill  up  vacancies  in  it, 

*  that  would    otherwife    be    difagree- 

*  able :     befides,   they  add  weight  to 

*  an  argument,  and  carry  conviction  in 

*  their  found.     As  for  example  now, 
'  how  paultry  would  it   appear   in   a 

*  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honour  bare- 

*  ly  to  lay.    Sir,    I  fhall  take  care  to 

*  obey  your  commands  in  that  refpeft; 
t  or.    Sir,  I  fhall  not  fail  to  refent  this 

*  affront  5 
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•  affront  5  when  he  can  cxprefs  himfelf 
^  in  this  emphatical  manner :    May  I 

•  be  d— — n*d.  Sir,  if  I  do  not  acquit 
<  myfelf  in  this  affair  to  your  fatisfac- 

•  don,  I  will  by  G — d !   or,  D— nat — n 

•  ioze  me,  if  I  don't  blow  you  to  atoms 
^  for  diis  indignity  done  to  my  honour. 

•  Now,  Gentlemen,  do  but  obferve  the 
«  inexpreflible  propriety  of  the  words  in 

•  queftion.  Here,  damnation  comes  in 
^  with  a  grace,  adds  energy  to  the  die* 
^  tion,  and  aflures  your  antagonifl  in 

•  a  fuperlative  manner,  that  you  will 

•  be  as  good  as  your  word.   And  what 

•  is  the  confequence,  do  you  think  ? 

•  Why,  he  is  immediately  aghafl  at  your 

•  rcfolution,*  fcts  you  down  in  his  mind 

•  as  a  hero  of  the  firft  clafs,  and  by 

•  getting  out  of  the  way  in  all  hafte, 

•  laves  you  the  trouble  of  running  him 

•  through  the  body. 

•  As  for  my  part,  do  you  fee,  I  can 

•  have  no  idea  of  a  man  being  more  ex- 
J  quifitely  damn'd,  than  I  myfelf  was 

*  fome 
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«  fome  months  ago.    You  muft  under^ 

*  ftand>  Gencletnen,   that  I  had  an  af* 

*  fair  of  the  ucmoft  confequence  with  a 

*  young  lady  of  great  beauty,  birth^and 

*  fortune^  which,  that  we  might  tranf- 

*  aft  to  the  beft  advantage*  wc  retired 

*  to  a  private  apartment,  and  were,  do 
«  ye  mind  me.  Gentlemen,  in  the  midft 

*  of  a  very  interefting  correlpondence, 

*  when^  d — — n  my  heart,  who  do  you 

*  think  rufhed  in  to  fpoil  the  fport  but  a^ 

*  fet  of  rafcally  tipftaves,  who,  it  feems, 

*  had  traced  my  footfteps  thither  ;  and 

*  notwithftanding  all  the  prayers  and 

*  tears  of  the  poor  young  lady,    who 

*  was  ready  to  break  her  heart  at  this 

*  unlucky  intrufion,  carried  me  off  to 

*  the  Marfhalfea  for  an  action  of  two 

*  hundred  pounds,  at  the  fuit  of  a  mil- 

*  liner  in  Bond  ftreet.  Don't  you  think 
'  this  was  damnation  in  its  true   and  • 

*  literal  fenfe,    to  be  interrupted  at  a 

*  time  when  I  was  bringing  matters 
'  to  bear  fo  efFeftually,  as  could  not  fail 
^  to  fecure  me  the  good  graces  of  the 

<  lady 
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^  lady  ever  after  ?   Surely  it  was,  and 

*  d— n  me,  if  you  diflent  from  me 

*  in  opinion,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know 

*  wherein  I  am  miftaken.* 

When  he  had  exprefled  himfelf  in 
this  manner,  he  fat  down  in  high  plu- 
mage, and  left  the  three  difputants  fo 
entirely  confounded  at  the  eflfc<as  of  his 
happy  eloquence,  that  they  remained 
in  a  ftate  of  ftupid  infenfibility ;  *till 
Mr.  Baal,  the  Moorfield's  preacher, 
found  means  to  aroufe  their  attention  a 
fecond  time,  by  obferving,  that  damna- 
tion was  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a 
total  privation  of  the  beatifick  vifionf, 
without  which  there  could  be  no  hap- 
pincfs ;  and  took  notice,  that  he  was 
forprifed  to  hear  any  man,  far  lefe  a 
foldier,  indulge  himfelf  in  language 
diat  was  not  only  wicked,  but  blaf- 
phcmous.^ 

*  A  very  pretty  obfervation  this,  d— n 
*nie,'  cried  the  foldier,    '  and  if  you 

*  copy 
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*  copy  Tillotfon  as  well,  no  wonder  if 

*  you  produce  a  good  fermon.     Why, 

*  ar*n*t  thofe  my  own  words  over  again, 

*  clothed  in  another  garb,  and  bed — n'd 

*  to  you  ?    For,  wasn't  I  deprived  of 

*  the  beautiful  vifion  of  my  miftrefs, 

*  fmce  you  muft  vifion  her,  by  the  in- 

*  dividual  arrival  of  thefe  fonie  rafcally 

*  bums  ?  And  as  for  the  happinefs  you 

*  talk  of,   by  G— d>  \  can  lee  no  hap 

*  pinefs  a  poor  fellow  had  to  expert  in 

*  a  fpunging-houfe,  with  no  more  than 

*  three  half-  crowns  in  his  pocket.     So 
Vthat,  Mr.  Baal,  you  may  prate  of  your 

*  (lories  of  roafting  fouls   upon  grid- 

*  irons  to  fome  body  elfe,  for  tbey  won't 

*  take  with  me,  d n  me, 

*  Nor  with  me  neither,    by  the  lord 

*  Harry,*  cried  the  poet,  dancing  about 
the  room  in  a  tranfport  of  joy  ;    '  nor 

*  wich  m.e  neither.     O  heavens  !   what 
'  comfort  it  is  for  a  man  to  be  blefled 

*  with  a  large  flock  of  brains,  feafoned 
'  by  'reflexion,  and  peppered  with  fa- 

'  gaci- 
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*gadty!     What,   becaufe  the  taylor 

*  made  free  with  his  own,  and  you,  Mr. 

*  foldier,  made  free  with  the  milliner*s 

*  property,  and  were  both  panifhed  for 

*  your  pains,  do  you  pronounce  thefe 

*  things,  damnation  ?  A  very  pretty  fto- 
«ry,   indeed!    when  your  poor  coun- 

*  try  is  labouring  under  the  tyranny  of 

*  an  oppreflive  and  a  bloody  war,  to  cen- 

*  ter  all  your  calculations,  your  reckon- 

*  ings,  and  your  obfervations  within  the 

*  narrow  limits  of  felf.     No,  no,  my 

*  friends,  damnation  is  a  much  more 

*  ferious  afiair  than  you  are  yet  aware 
*of ;  it  is  no  kfs  than  a  national  con- 

*  cern,  I  do  aflure  you.  Gentlemen,  and 

*  you  ought  to  fall  down  and  worfhip 

*  my  footfteps  as  the  eaftcrn  magi  did 

*  tte  ftar  of  nativity,  who  thus,  by  the 

*  power  of  his  underftanding  alone,  has 

*  been  enabled  to  make  fo  important  a 

*  difcovery/ 

This  unfathomable  harangue  fet  the 
cars  of  the  whole  company  upon  the 

ftrctch ; 
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ftrctch  i  which  the  poet  obfenring,  with 
infinite  fagacity  went  on  thus : 

*  You  muft  know,*  my  friends,  *  that 

*  from  this  night's  conference  I  have 

*  imbibed  a  thought  to  attraft  the  at- 

*  tendon  of  all  England :  and  this  I 
'  will  do  moft  efFaftually,  by  pubhfhing 
^  a  poem  in  blank  verfe,    which  I  will 

*  forthwith  fet  upon  the  flocks,  intitukd, 
'  Damnation  upon  the  point  of  a  broom- 
'  flick.    This  glorious  piece  fhall  be  de- 

*  dicated  to  his  •  grace  the  d of 

'  N 5  and  wherein  I  will  make  it 

'  plainly  appear,  that  fo  long  as  Great 
'  Britain  fliall  permit  the  French,  in 
'  time  of  war,  to  carry  on  their  com- 

*  merce  in  neutral  bottoms,  our  political 
'  fpeculations  in  the  cabinet  are  to  none 
'  efteft  :  as  in  the  mean  time  our  trade 

*  will  be  ruined  by  their  privateers, 
'  without  an  opportunity  to  make  re- 

*  prifals ;  by  which  means  the  nation 
'will  be  unable  to  grant  the  necefTary 
,  fupplies  for  carrying  on  the  war  widv 

'  vigour, 
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^  vigour,  our  manufaftories  will  be  un- 

*  deiibld  by  the  enemy  at  foreign  mar- 
*kets,  and  this  brave  people,  by  de- 

•  grees,  dwindle  into  the  enervated  effe- 

•  minacy  of  the  Italians.  So  that  you  fee, 

*  Gentlemen,   you  are  all  out  in  your 

•  conjeOures  upon  this  fubjed  :  for  if 
^  the  fure  means  of  ruining  a  common- 

•  wealth  cannot  properly  be  called  the 
^  damnation  of  that  republick,  I  pro- 
^  fefs  I  am  at  a  lofs  how  to  come  up 
-*  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  word/ 

*  But  why  do  you  grace  your  per- 

*  formance  with  the  fubfequent  phrafe 

•  of  a  broom-ftick  ? '  faid  Mr.  chair- 
man; who  began  to  think  the  glory  of 
the  whole  night  would  be  fnatched  out 
of  his  hands  at  laft  •,    '  this  is  a  circum- 

*  dance  I  am  of  opinion  you  will  find 

*  fome  difficulty  to  account  for,  and  is 
^  a  thing  I  can  by  no  means  com- 
^  prehcnd.* 

!  No, 
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*  No,  I  believe  not,  indeed^'  replied 
the  poet,  with  a  fneer  of  inexpreffible 
fdf-conceit  \    '  I  bclkve  not^  truly  !  It 

*  would  be  more  than  Herculean  labour 

*  to  inftil  into  fuch  brains^   as   youn, 

*  com prehen lion,   or  inventioti  either: 

*  but  to  a  man  of  my  exalted  conccp 

*  tions,  nothing  that  can  begrafpcdby 

*  thought,  or  taken  in  by  the  elevations 

*  of  fancy^  can  be  impoffiblc. 

*  Know  then,  that  I  have  taken  thk 

*  glorious  allufion  from  a  voyage  I  latC' 

*  ly  made  to  Deptford,  where  I  faw  a 

*  number  of  brooms  ftuck  up  at  the 

*  maft-heads  of  feveral  veflels,  which  it 

*  feems  denoted  their  going  to  be  fold 

*  NoWjGentlemenjCan  there  be  a  greater 

*  fign,    do  ye  think,    that  the  trade  of 

*  this  kingdom  is  in  a  ftate  of  damna- 

*  tion,  than  to  fee  a  whole  fleet  of  oiir 

*  merchantmen  put  up  to  fale  ?    Don'c 

*  it  vifibly  infer,  that  there  is  no  good 

*  to  be  done  by  the  way  of  commerct, 
I  and  make  true  the  ends  of  my  excd- 
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*  lent  poem  to  a  tittle  ?   Arma  virtm" 

*  fue  cam  (hall  be  the  motto ;  and  that 

*  our  minifters  may  improve  the  hint, 
^  and  ftrike  home  in  the  infancy  of  thefe 
^  difbrders,  I  will  enforce  my  admoni- 
«  tions  by  the  trite  quotation  of  Ruddi- 

*  man,   FrinUe  a^ttata^  poft  eft  cccqfio 

This  remarkable  inftance  of  the  poet's 

erudition   and  capacity,  made  a  very 

ienfible  impreflion  on  moft  of  the  au^ 

dience,  and  a  buz  of  applaufe  was  im^^ 

mediately    echoed    round    the   board; 

which  had  fo  great  an  e6e<5fc  upon  his 

ipirits,  already  in  a  violent  exalution, 

chat  he  ikipped  about  the  room  like  a 

madman,  and  applied  a  bottle  of  wine 

to  his  mouth  which  fuch  energy  that  he 

foon  drained  it  to  the  bottom,  and  then 

fell  down  on  his  chair. 

An  univerfal  filcnce  now  enfucd, 
during  which  there  was  a  more  than 
ordinary  fuftion  of  their  tobacco  pipes, 

till 
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till  the  man  of  war,  unwilling  to  reft 
long  without  bringing  his  own  im- 
portance upon  the  tapis,  broke  out 
again  in  this  manner : 


«  You  faid  I  was  a  foldier,  Mr.  Par- 
font  ^nd  you  f^id  right.  I  am  a  piece 
of  a  foldier,  by  G— d  ;  but  fhould  be 
afliamed  to  be  named  of  a  day  with 
fome  of  your  great  ones,  who  refled 
a  dilhonour  on  the  epithet.  Who  now 
can  look  back,  with  any  degree  of  pa- 
tience, on  that  fcandalous  affair  in 
America?  For  my  part,  I  lay  no- 
thing, though  I  know  what  I  know ; 
but  d  ■  n  my  limbs,  had  fomebody 
been  trufted  with  the  command  of  that 
there  expedition,  the  thing  had  turned 
out  otherwife  to  the  glory  of  Old  Eng- 
land, elfe  my  name  an't  Strikefirc: 
that's  all.  What,  fuppofe  there  had 
been  a  trifling  wood  or  two  in  qucf- 
tion  ?  Was  it  any  more  than  to  remove 
the  pbftruftion  by  fetting  fire  to  it, 
as  thus  f '  (at  the  fame  time  applying 

the 
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tke  candle  to  Mr.  Baars  wig,  which 

finged  feveral  of  its  curls,  and  occaGon* 

ed  a  diiagreeable  vapour  in  the  room.) 

Or/  continued  this  fon  of  Mars,  ^  even 

letting  the  matter  upon  this  footing, 

chat  there  had  been  a  fouty  river  to 

be  pafied  1  I'll  prove  by  a  very  limple 

experinnent,  that  it  might  eafily  have 

been  made  to  turn  out  to  our  ad- 

vantage,— Suppofc  this  here  fpoon« 

ful  of  punch,  (pouring  it  upon  the 

cable)  •was  the  river  Ohio  in  America— 

here  arc  the  French  —  and  here  are 

thcEngliih—  how  eafy  a  matter  would 

it  have  been   to  convert  the  courfe 

of  it  by  a  Htde  application  ?    Don't 

you  plainly  fee,  that  by  turning  it  o(F 

to  the  left,  the  channel  is  rendered 

dry,  and  confequently  a  fafe  paflfage 

for  our  army,  while  the  new-inverted 

ftream  becomes  a  means  todiftrefs  the 

enemy  by  an  inundation  ?   It  is  only 

comparing  great  things  with   fmall, 

and  the  matter  is,  beyond  a  doubt, 

proved  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  e^'ery 

Vol- 11.  C  •body. 


k 
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c  body. He  that  hath  ears  la  heir, 

*  let  him  hear  •,  and  he  that  hath  tyti 
'  to  fte,  let  him  fct?,  and  be  convinced 
«  to  a  demon  (Irationi    chat  wc  arc  all 

*  hum-bugg'd. And,  d n  mc, 

*  men  that  are  experienced  in  war,  and 
«  verfed  in  the  art  milkarf ,  (and  I  could 

*  name  you  one but  Til   fay  no 

*  more)  are  kept  iindcr>  with  no  other 

*  view,  than  to  make  room  for  a  fet  of 

*  ignorant  puppies,  who  have  no  pit- 

*  tcnfions  to  that  honour,  otherwife  than 

*  their  being  the  baftards  to  fome  rakc- 

*  helly  perfons  of  quality.* 


« I  profefs,Sir,*  lays  Mr.  Cottonwick; 
a  tallow-chandler,    *  you  are  much  in 

•  the  right.     It  is  now  an  eafy  matter 

•  to  fee,  even  with  a  man's  ey^  fhur, 

•  why  us  citizens  are  loaded  with  frcfli 

•  taxes   every  coming  year  —  but  kt 

•  them  look  to  it :    Non  omnia  poffimms 

•  omnes^  is  a  phrafe  I  remember  thcfc 

•  fifty  years,  which  is  juft  as  much  as 
f  to  fay.  The  afs  can*t  bear  more  than 

'die 
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*  the  afi  may ;  mA  a0e$  they  make  of 
^  us,  1^  the  L— d>  to  fct  fuch  fh — tt— a 
c  a-  f    d  boys  at  the  head  of  a  regi« 

*  ment,  when  fuch  worthy  gentlemen, 
<  as  you.  Sir,  are  ftarving,  as  it  were, 
« u{K>n  half-pay/ 

The  foldier  was  now  dividing  the 
ftream  of  punch  upon  the  uble  with 
great  facility,  in  order  to  convince  Mr. 
Cottonwick  (for  whom  he  had  conceived 
a  peculiar  regard  fince  this  inftance 
of  his  approbation)  how  eafy  it  would 
have  been  to  have  drowned  the  whole 
French  army,  by  a  little  deviation  of 
the  Ohio  from  its  preient  courie  •,  va-* 
lidatiog  his  aflertions  by  quoting  Da- 
rius, who,  he  obferved,  made  nothing  of 
levelling  mountains,  and  draining  rivers 
on  a  march;  when  an  old  gentle* 
man,  who  had  not  as  yet  opened  his 
mouth,  took  the  poker  from  the  fire,  and 
reaching  over  the  table,  gravely  applied 
it  to  the  hero's  fingers.  Around  at  the 
fmart  of  this  application,  he  ftarted  back 
C  2  in 
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in  great  furyi  and  affuming  a  moll  in- 
fernal   grin  J    exclaimed,    *  Blaft  youf 

*  eyes  I  what's  that  for  ? '     *  Only,  Sift' 
replied  the  other,   *  thar,    as  you  took 

*  the  liberty  to  burn  Mr.  BaaFs  wig,  by 

*  way  of  illuftration  to  your  example 

*  of  removing  obftruftions  by  fire,  I 

*  might  take  the  fame  freedom  witli 

*  your  hand,  the  better  to  convince  you, 

*  that  in  conflagrations  of  that  nature, 

*  a   man  may  perchance  get  a  burnE 
[  finger/ 

1  his  (hrewd  obfervation  produced  an 
univerfal  laugh  at  the  foldier's  expence, 
who  wal  utterly  difconcerted  from  car- 
rying on  his  plan  of  drowning  the 
French,  at  this  jundure  ;  which  the 
poet  no  fooner  perceived,  who  by  this 
time  had  made  an  end  of  his  firft  nap, 
than  he  fnatched  up  the  chamber-pot, 
and  difcharged  it  in  his  face,  obferv- 
ing,  that  cold  baths  were  the  beft  fpe- 
cificks  in  the  world  for  the  refrefliment 

of 
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of  a  hero  overheated  with  burning  the 
i/oods  of  America ;  and  that  the  Ro- 
man youth  always  delighted  in  exer« 
dees  of  that  kind,  after  the  fatigue  of  a 
hard  day's  march.  But  finding  the  of- 
Beer  did  not  take  this  piece  of  fervice 
fo  kindly  as  might  have  been  wifhed, 
he  threw  down  his  reckoning  and  went 
[>ut  of  the  room,  the  better  to  avoid 
[bme  expoftulations  which  the  foldier 
vas  preparing  to  make  on  the  occa- 
Gon  5  but  not  before  he  had  in  a  fort 
of  hyftcrick  fit,  laid  hold  of  Mr,  Baal's 
button,  and  pronounced  with  a  loud 
voice» 

San,  niooD^  and  ftan,  and  ye,  coeleftial  poles, 
Aie  graves  when  dwindled  into  bntton-holes. 

This  fecond  experiment  put  a  final 
ftop  to  the  operations  of  the  ibldier  for 
that  night,  who  fwore  mod  horribly 
to  eut  the  throat  of  the  firft  man  who 
ibould  take  fuch  indecent  freedoms  with 
his  perfon  for  the  future;  and  as  to 
C  J  that 
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that  lunatick^  the  poet,  the  firft  time  he 
fhould  hy  hands  upon  him^  he  would 
take  care  to  give  him  fuch  a  drubbing 
as  (hould  not  fail  to  put  a  moft  eff^- 
tual  ftop  to  the  farther  progrefc  of  fuch 
impudence  for  the  future. 

By  this  time  it  was  eleven  o*clock, 
and  I  had  feme  thoughts  of  fttiring, 
when  an  old  man  came  in  puffing  and 
blowing  at  a  great  rate  \  and  by  his  ex- 
traordinary agitation  feemed  to  have 
met  with  fome  very  remarkable  acci- 
dent. When  he  hid  recovered  his 
breath  a  little,  he  addreffed  the  compa- 
ny as  follows :  *  Well  \  God  in  heaven 

*  deliver  me  from  this  wicked  world! 

*  Sodom  and  Gomorrha  were  but  trifles 

•  to  what  h  afted  every  night  in  our 

*  ftreets  with  impunity.— But  mark  the 

*  end  of  all.  ■  ■     Thefe  wars,    and  ru- 

•  mours  of  war,  will  ht  no  warning  to 

•  this  finful  nation,  *till  wie  experience 

♦  the  fate-  that  threatened  Nineveh,  and 

*thc 
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1  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty  awaken  us 

*  in  an  earthquake.— —  If  I  have  been 
^  flopped  once  this  night  by  harlots 

*  between  this  and  Ludgate,  I  have  been 

<  fifty  times.  I  wonder  what  the  devil  they 

*  can  fee  in  my  fice !  I  am  fure  I  don't 

*  drefi  gay,  and  as  I  am  upwards  of 

*  fixty-fivC)   can  be  no  temptation  to 

<  their  concupiicence :  but  {o  it  is,  that  I 

*  can't  pals  the  diftanceof  twenty  yards 

*  after  fun-(et,  without  being  furrounded 
«  by  whole  legions  of  them.  Ah  I  I  re- 
^  member  fome  excellent  lines,   wrote 

*  by  fome  body  or  other,  applicable  to 

*  the  prefent  purpofe,  and  which  I  fhall 

*  never  forget  were  I  to  live  to  the  age 
^of  Methufelah.  You  fhall  hear  them^ 
^  Gentlemen : 

See  there,  fond  youth,  whoie  orer-boiling 

veins. 
Big  with  the  nefiar  of  diftiUing  love. 
Call  loudly  for  enjoyment  \  fhun  the  lure 
Ofjfonfepulchie painted^  thoTehef cheeks. 
Which  proudly  vie  with  the  fwect  bluihing 

rofe, 

C  4  Owe 
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Owe  HOC  tbdr  cnmibn  to  her  he^itby  VMi 
Nor  ««  tbcpfe tecthj  tbat  with  the  polHhi 

white 
Of  ivoiy  for  oiafltrflitp  contend, 
Ob^  but  die  fmniiigs  of  an  litifFs  hand. 
Tlist  aofe  b  Dooe  of  Hers,  whofe  ri&ig 

grace 
Seems  like  a  Ocopatft's,  lode  hm  near, 
*Tfe  but  2  cwor  tD  her  fallen  bridge. 
Forbear   to   bairr  with    ber  ;    lo  !  her 

hreaib, 
Thit  thrcMigh  the  cavern  of  fcer  pockj 

throat 
Bcipeaks  her  tullbmc  purpofe,  fmites  the  air 
With  foul  contagion  tainted.  Wouldftthou 

wilh 
To  'fcapc  more  cnrfes  than  Pandora's  bor 
Pour'd  on  the  bofooi  of  the  trembling  earth? 

yiy  the  allurements  of  her  loath'd  embrace. 

» 

•  There,  there's  dcfcription  for  you ! 

•  Ought  they  not  to  be  wrote  in  letters 

•  of  gold  ?  —  Bur,  odfo.  Gentlemen,  do 

*  but  reel  my  gullet ;  their  very  breath, 

*  niethinks,   has  infcded  me.      Don't 

•  you  plainly  obfervc  a  large  carbuncle 

*  gathacd  there,  occafioned  by  the  kife 

•of 
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•  of  one  of  them,  who  obliged  me  to 

•  that  compliance,  on  pain  of  having 

•  my  throat  cut  ?    I  am  adually  a  loft 

•  man,  and  (hall  be  obliged  to  undergo 

•  a  courfe  of  phyfick,    though  I  have 

•  had  no  communication  with  the  fex 

•  for  half  a  century. Woman,  thy 

•  name  is  devil !  * 

As  he  ended  thus,  he  began  to  figli 
and  fob  mod  piteoufly.  During  this 
agitation,  the  drawer  entered  the  room 
and  dcfired  to  know  if  one  Mr.  Tefty 
was  in  company,  on  which  the  new 
comer  darted  up  in  great  perturbation^ 
and  exclaimed,  *  I  am  the  man — Wha 

•  has  any  bufmefs  with  me  ?  *     *  Sir,' 
fays  the  fervant,.   *  a  gentleman  here 

•  defires  to  have  the  honour  to  be  intro- 

•  duced  to  you  on  a  preffing emergency.* 
On  which  the  old  gentleman  cried  our, 

•  If  any  perfon  wants  me,  in  the  name 

•  of  God  let  him  advance  -,  I  am  afraid 

•  of  no  man.*     A  figure  now  entered, 

C  5  "  whofc 
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whofc  head  was  buried  in  a  hugi 
penikc;  and,  after  half  a  fcore  cong«3> 
accofted  the  old  gentleman  in  thtfe 
words : 

'  *  Your  fervant,  Mr,  Tefty,  I  am  ex- 

*  tremely  forry  I  had  not  the  happincfs 

*  to  wait  upon  you  fooner :  but  really 

*  our  bufinefs  is  fo  hurried  at  this  rime, 
'^           *  that  wc  are  fometimes  obliged  to  dif- 

*  appoint  our  friends,  even  in  deipite 

*  of  our  univerfal  benevolence  to  man- 

*  kind.     You  muft  know,  I  called  at 

*  your  houfe   according    to   direftion, 

*  about  an  hour  ago,  when  they  gave 

*  me  to  underftand,  that  you  was  come 

*  here  to  drink  punch.    Now,  Sir,  give 

*  me  leave  to  tell  you,    that  this  is  a 

*  very  wrong  ftep,  confidering  the  pre- 

*  fent  ftateof  your  health.  The  virulent 

*  particles  of  the  infeftious  faliva  will, 

*  upon  the  increafed  motion  of  your 

*  fluids,  occafioned  by  the  drinking  of 
.   *  that  warm  liquor,  take  that  opportu- 

•  nity 
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^  nity  to  infinuate  themfelves  into  the 

•  circulation.    Yonr  blood  will  become 

•  tainted,  your  bones  infefted,  and  na- 

•  ture   will   not  be  able  to  Hand  the 

•  Ihock  of  a  falhration  at  thefe  years.' 

Perceiving  the  old  fellow  confounded 
at  this  unexpected  falutation,  he  went 
on  :    •  I  have  confidered  your  cafe,  Mr, 

•  Tefty,  with  great  accuracy,   1  do  af- 

•  fure  you  I  liavc  5  and  (hall  exert  my 

•  utmoft  endeavours  to  rid  you  of  this 

•  troublefome  affair.— Come,  Sir,  chear 

•  up,    you  are  not  the  firft  old  man 

•  that  has  kifled  a  girl  a  little  unfea- 

•  fonably.  Confider,  bumanum  eft  err  are  \ 

•  and  befides,   a  little  powdering  work 

•  will  fet  all  to  rights  by  and  by.' 

This  laft  obfervation  of  powdering 
overftt  his  reafon  intirely  •,  he  began  to 
ftorm  like  a  madman,  and  fnatching 
up  the  bellows,  he  threw  it  at  the  doc- 
tor's head  with  a    *  G — d  d n  you, 

•  Sir,   rU  powder  you,  you  fcoundrel  \ 

*Who 
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*  Who  arc  you  ?    and  who  fent  for  you 

*  here  ?    I  believe  I  am  haunted  by  all 

*  the  devils  in  hell/ 


*  Pfha,  pfha^  Sir/   cri^d  the  doftof 
very  gravely,    *  leave  off  trifling.— 

*  What,  I  fuppofc  you  are  ofFendeJ  bc- 

*  caufe  1  have  been  a  little  too  publk 

*  in  mj  declaration.    But  you  ought  to 

*  remember.  Sir,  that  "  what  is  tranf- 
**  aded  in  private,  ftiall  be  openly  re- 
*•  vealed  on  the  houfe-tops."     Befidcs, 

*  here  are  none  but  feleft  friends :  there- 

*  fore  mind  me.     Two  of  thefe  pills  at 

*  night,  and  three  in  the  morning  will 

*  do  the  bufincfs.   The  malignant  virus 

*  muft  be  diflipated,  every  nerve  rauftbc 
«  vifited,and  nature  relieved  from  the  in* 

*  croachments  of  the  poifon,  before  you 

*  can  be  at  liberty  to  indulge  yourfelf  in 
'  any  thing  ftronger  than  watcr-grucL* 

The  mention  of  water-gruel  enraged 
him  tenfold.  He  cried  out  in  great  bit- 
tcrncls  of  fpirit,    *  You,  with  your  pills 

•  and 
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«  and  your  flops^  may  be  d — n'd  v  I  am 

*  ftronger  in  conftitution  than  fifty  of 
^  your  young  fmock-faced  puppies,  and 

*  will  fooner  die  than  be  forced  to  put 
^  up  with  a  potion.-— —But,  who  the 

*  devil  are  you  ?  * 

*  O  fie  upon  it,  Mr.  Tefty,*^  fays  my 
friend  Dick,  whom  I  now  perceived 
was  at  the  bottom  of  the  farce,   *  you 

*  are  much  in  the  wrong,   I  do  afiiire 

*  you,  and  1  beg  leave  to  take  the  liber- 

*  ty  to  tell  you  fo.  Here  you  ^aa 
^  complaining  a  little  while  ago  of  a 
^  carbuncle  in  your  throat ;  and  now 
^  when  the  dodor  has  been  fo  good  aa 

*  to  wait  upon  you  at  this  unfeafonablei 

*  hour,  you  affront  him,  by  pretending 

*  you  have  no  fuch  diforder :    now,  this 

*  b  very  fillily  done  of  you^  it  is  in- 
Meed.^ 

At  the  word,  carbuncle,  the  doAor 
^umed  great  furprife,  and  laying  hands 
on  the  patient,   obfcrved,   that  if  the 

venom 
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ircnom  was  got  !o  that  length,  that  i«J 
aft  imfnediate  nereCIity  fof  a  good  fmatt 
fomigarion,  in  order  to  promote  a  dif* 
charge.  So  faying,  he  called  up  the 
winter,  bid  him  get  a  red-hot  hctter 
and  a  funnel  with  all  expedition,  toi 
then  began  to  lug  out  a  hugp  parcel 
of  powders^  which  he  ranged  upon  the 
table  in  adnrrirable  order,  AH  this 
time,  the  old  gentleman  was  fo  aftonifh- 
ed  at  thefe  unaccountable  proceedings, 
that  he  had  only  power  to  blcfs  himfelf 
in  a  multiplicity  of  ejaculations  :  but 
when  he  faw  the  red-hot  iron  fet  upon 
a  footman  on  the  table,  and  that  the 
doAor,  in  conjunftion  with  Dick  and 
two  others,  were  preparing  to  force  the 
neck  of  the  funnel  down  his  throat,  in 
order  to  begin  the  fumigation,  he  made 
fuch  violent  efforts  to  be  difengaged, 
that  he  overfet  the  table,  and  pitched 
the  flaming  heater  upon  the  legs  of  the 
man  of  war,  who  fet  up  fo  tremendous 
a  yell,  that  the  landlord  came  running 
up  flairs  to  know  the  reafon  of  this  un- 

.comraon 


AMILTON  MORRAY.         ^9 

I  diforder;  during  which  the  old 
an  hobbled  off  in  gl^at  agonies, 
ittcring^  *  My  God  !  thefe  are 
I  can  by  no  means  under- 
'  while  the  foldier  took  that 
nity  to  fculk  away^  without  pay- 
reckoning,  not  a  little  glad  to 
ved  his  money,  though  at  the 
of  a  pair  of  burnt  Ihins. 

which  the  company  broke  up 
time,  and  I  retired  with  Dick^ 
»gly  diverted  at  the  humours  of 
i. ^ 


T 
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C  H  A  P.     IL  i 

RefoTve  to  vifit  Tunbridge^ — Stt  out  if 
the  ftage- coach,  and  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  obfervc  the  fingular  humour 
of  one  of  the  paflengers Are  at- 
tacked on  the  road  by  a  couple  of 
high  way  nnen,  where  a  ipccimcn  of 
fea-courage  is  exhibited  worthy  the 
imitation  of  all  brothers  of  the  blade* 

THIS  way  of  fpending  my  even- 
ings afforded  me  matter  of  much 
fatisfadion  ;  but  as  moft  of  thefe  fort 
of  meetings  were  now,  from  the  feaibn 
of  the  year  diminifhing  apace,  I  foon 
found  myfelf  under  a  neceffity  to  feek 
for  amufement  elfewhere. 

I  had  heard  mudi  talk,  and  many 
high  encomiums  on  the  fafhionable  di- 
verfions  at  Tunbridge,  and  from  a  de- 
fire  of  initiating  myfelf  by  times  in  all 
the  amufements  of  the  polite  world,  I 

refolved 
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rcfolved  to  take  a  trip  thither.  As  for 
the  expences  attending  a  jaunt  of  this 
nature,  they  gave  me  no  fort  of  uneafi- 
nefs ;  I  had  ahrady  fettled  fifteen  hun* 
dred  pounds  in  the  manner  afore-men- 
tioned, and  the  balance  of  my  fortune 
was  a  fund  intirely  fet  apart  for  my 
pleafures,  and  to  fatisfy  my  defire  of 
feeing  the  world.  Upon  this  plan,  I 
got  myfelf  in  readinefs,  and  next  morn- 
ing fet  out  few  the  wells  in  the  Tun- 
bridge  Machine.  As  we  went  off  ex- 
ceeding early  in  the  morning,  moft  of 
my  fellow- trarellers  were  making  them- 
ielves  amends  by  heartily  fnoring^  for 
the  little  reft  they  had  enjoyed  the 
preceding  night,  fo  that  1  had  no  op- 
portunity to  obfcrve  who  and  who  were 
togiether. 


We  proceeded  in  this  ftate  oi  filence 
for  two  hours,  till  the  carriage  giving  a 
lean  to  one  fide,occafioned  by  the  wheel's 
getting  into  a  deep  rut»  a  hoatfe  voice 

at 


42      7^^  JJfi  ^^^  jidventuns 

at  my  elbow  broke  out  in  thcfc  words; 

*  Yo  ho,  forward  there^  you  forecaftlc 

*  men,  why  don't  you  hawl  in  the  jib- 

*  ftieet  ?    D — n  your  limbs,    can't  you 

*  fee  the  ftiip  is  all  in  the  wind,  and  the 

*  weather- leach  of  the  forc-faillhivcrs? 

*  You  feamen  ?  you  be  d n'd  1  * 

To    this    a   female   voice  replied* 

*  Lord,  Mr,  Stayfail,  don*r  expofc  your- 

*  felf  in  this  manner  before  ftrangers  : 

*  we  have  no  feaman  here  but  yourfelf. 

*  You  will  dillurb  the  company,  who 

*  moft  of  them  are  afleep^  and  feem 

*  very  well  content  to  truft  the  manage* 

*  ment  of  the  coach  to  the  driver/ 

•  No,  d   ■     D  me,  I  think  not,'  quoth 
Stayfail,    '  I  can  find  eafy  enough  there 

*  is  no  feaman  here  befides  myfelf,  that's 

*  a  fure  thing ;    but  d*ye  think,  'tis  fit- 

*  ting  as  how  a  veflcl  of  this  burden 

*  ihouid  be  trufted  at  fuch  an  offing 

*  without  proper  hands  ta  (land  by  the 

'  fails  i 
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« fails  f  ru  tdl  you  what  Be&,  the  paf- 

*  fengen  may  flecp  on  if  they  wool  -, 
<they  know  no  better:  but  let  m^ 
*al(Hie  to  mind  the  helm  and  fheet. 

*  The  frigate  i$  damnation  crank,  that's 

*  the  troth  on't,  and  that  d<^  at  the 
^  ^heel  there^nfteadof  giving  her  a  good 
'  wcatherly  helm,  is  always  fhoving  the 
^  rudder  down,  hard  a  lee,  d  ■  a  hi» 
•eyes.' 

At  this  jtindure,  the  coach  giving 
a  violent  jolt,  occafioned,  I  fuppofc,  by 
crollirig  6V€t  fome  uneven  ground,  the 
lieutenant,  for  fa  I  (hortl^^  anderftood 
him  to  be,  after  feveral  ejaculations  of 

*  a  d — ^n'd  head  feahere,  that  dog  gives 

*  her  fuch  hellifh  yaws  that  we  (hall  cer- 

*  taihiy  broach  to/  put  his  head  out  of 
the  coach-door,  and  harangued  the  driver 
thus:    *  Hark  ye,  Mr,  Land-lubbef» 

*  who  learnt  you  to  ftand  by  the  wheel? 

*  you  had  better  mind  your  touch&, 
f  an4  keep  a  fliarp  eye  to  tjie  main*fail ; 

*foi? 
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■  for  if  you  don*t  ftcer  better,  1*11  bring 
*  your  d n*d  head  by  the  board,   I 

'       *  will  fo,  d n  me.  Thof  I  an't  upon 

I       *  deck,  I  can  fee  well  enough  from  the 

*  cabtn-wmdows  what  a  miferabic  wake 

*  the  vefl&I  cuts,  d — n  your  peepers,  all 

*  one  like  the  figure  of  eight  in  %  log- 

*  book/ 

By  this  time  it  was  day  light,  when 
the  lieutenant  began  to  take  off  the 
laftiings,  as  he  called  them,  of  the  dead 
lights^  that  he  might  make  an  obferva- 
tion  in  what  latitude  he  was  \  but  this 
motion  was  violently  oppofed  by  a 
young  fellow  on  the  oppofite  feat,  wrapt 
up  in  an  enormous  great  coat,  who  no 
fooner  began  to  feel  the  encroachment 
of  frelh  air  upon  the  relaxed  pores  of 
bis  body,  than  his  teeth  chattered  in 
his  head,  and  he  underwent  the  in- 
fluence of  an  univerfal  ague -fit  \  fo 
true  is  the  obfervation  of  an  ingenious 
writer,  that, 

**Dif- 
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<f  DiflblY^d  in  cafe,  and  foft  delights  they  lie, 
"  Till  every  An  annoys,  and  vrtsy  wind 
"  Has  chilling  force,  and  tstry  rain  offends ; 
'<  For  now  the  frame  no  more  is  girt  with 

"  flrength 
<«  Mafcolinf;,  nor,  in  lafUneis  of  heart, 
<*  Laughs  at  the  winter-fiorm,  and  fummer- 

«<  beam, 
«  Superior  to  theh-  rage.     Enfeebling  vice 
««  Withers  each  nerve,  and  opens  ev*ry  pore 
•«  To  painful  feeling  .** 

But  if  this  aftion  of  the  lieutenant's 
was  injurious  to  the  fhactered  remains 
of  the  beau,  it  was  equally  difagreeable 
to  the  reft  of  the  company,  moreefpe- 
cially  to  an  antiquated  belle,  whofe 
attire  exhibited  the  pifture  of  old  age 
and  deformity,  dreflcd  up  in  the  tawdry 
embellifhments  of  fifteen,  who  began 
to  take  him  very  roundly  to  tafk  for 
difcommoding  people  of  fafhion  by  his 
infolent  behaviour,  and  who  did  him 
too  much  honour  in  coming  within 
the  circle  of  a  coach  with  him  ;   and 

coa- 
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conduded  her  omtion  with  giving  him 
the  title  of  Greenland  bear. 

Our  hero,  who  juft  underflood  fo 
much  of  her  meaning  as  to  let  him 
know  fhe  could  not  make  ufe  of  that 
appellation,  as  an  expreflion  of  her  re- 
fpeftt  made  anfwer,  '  Why,  Madam, 
'  to  be  fupe  as  you  fay*  you  are  of  the 

*  faftiion,  but  what  kind  of  a  fafhion  I 

*  believe  will  be  as  puzzlefome  to  find 

*  out  as  the  longitude.     To  my  feeing, 

*  you  look  more  like  a  Venetian  galley 

*  double  painted,  than  an  Englifh  vcffcl, 

*  fquare  rigged ;  and  as  to  what  you  chat- 

*  ter  about  Greenland  bears,  mayhap  it 

*  would  become  you  better  to  wear  your 

*  own  Iheathing,    like  a   good  honefl: 

*  Greenland  bear,  than  hang  out  falfe 

*  colours  by  way  of  decoy ;  for  any  man 

*  may  foon  find  out  your  trim,    and 

*  being  fo  far  to  the  northward  of  the 

*  equinodial  of  your  age,    will  foon 

*  difcover,   you  are  hardly  worth  the 
f  boarding.* 

This 
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This  altercation  might  have  been 
carried  on  a  great  deal  farther,  had  not 
the  coachman  given  the  alarm,  that 
two  lughwaymen  appeared  upon  the 
keatli,  whidi  fi>on  put  an  end  to  their 
wnmglif]^,  and  fpread  almoft  unived^ 
terror  through  the  company. 

Our  lieutenant,  like  an  experienced 
ieanum,  after  obferring  the  pofition  of 
At  enemy,  who  appeared  about  two 
furlongs  diftance  upon  a  rifing  ground, 
▼cry  delfterately  ordered  the  coachman 
to  keep  his  luff,  Mil  he  fhould  get  a 
fitde  fardier  a-head ;  when  being  ad* 
Vanoed  to  a  proper  ftation,  *  Now,*  fays 
he,   ^  let  us  hawl  up  our  courfes,   and 

•  lay  the  main-top-fail  to  the  mad ;  we 

•  flmll  fee,  we  (hall  fee,  what  thefe  py- 

•  ratical  fons  of  bitches  are  made  of 
'prcfcntly.'  So  faying,  he  fcized  his 
two  pift<^  and  cutlas,  and  inviting  all 
hands  to  follow  his  example  and  man 
die  great  guns,  jumpt  upon  the  ground 

with 
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with  gpMt  fierccnefs,   and  invited  the 
itkbbers  m  come  alofig-fide« 

As  the  want  of  courage  was  never  a 
ptdbnal  ddoSt  of  mine,  I  followed  him* 
wbicfa  tbe  brave  tar  perceiving,  com- 
nwmded  mt  vaftly,  and  invited  a  fel- 
low in  livery,  who  was  mounted  behind, 
to  join  us,  but  he  thought  proper  to 
cxcufe  himfelf,  by  obferving,  that  fight-  j 
ing  was  none  of  his  occupation  ;  thi! 
he  was  not  hired  to  fire  piftols,  but  to 
drefs  wigs,  to  air  fhirts,  and  introduce  a 
girl  in  the  dark  genteely ;  and  that  he 
was  more  ufed  to  the  perfume  of  muflc 
and  pomatum,  than  the  (linking  efflu- 
via of  gun-powder,  to  which  he  had  all 
his  days  bore  a  mod  Angular  avcrfion. 
The  beau  pleaded  much  the  fame  anti- 
pathy to  the  compound  of  nitre,  as  hi* 
footman ;  fo  that  we  were  left  to  defend 
ourfelves  the  beft  way  we  could. 

However,  the  highwaymen  feeing  u^ 
fo  well  prepared  for  them,  thought  pro  ^ 


^Hamilton  Murray.      49 

per  to  fhccr  off  for  that  time ;  on  which 
we  re-afllimed  our  feats,  not  a  little  glad 
of  hainng  got  rid  of  fuch  unwelcome 
guefk  at  the  expence  of  a  little  well- 
timed  bravery. 


CHAP.    III. 

Wherein  the  characters  of  my  fellow- 
travellers  are  farther  difplayed. 

AS  during  fome  occafional  difcourfe 
that  happened  after  our  late  ad- 
venture, I  underftood  that  my  fellow- 
paflcnger  the  beau,  who  I  foon  found 
was  a  lawyer,  had  pafled  the  preceding 
fummer  at  the  place  we  were  bound  to, 
I  thought  the  acquaintance  of  fuch 
a  perfon  would  be  extremely  ufeful 
in  letting  me  into  the  hiftory  and 
cuftoms  of  the  place.  Accordingly  I 
made  fome  advances  towards  an  inti- 
macy, and  fuccceded  fo  well,  that,  by 
Vol.  II.  D  the 
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the  time  wt  reached  the  towh^  we  wcic 
upon  an  extreme  good  footing  together, 
and  agreed  to  lodge  boih  in  the  fame 
houfej  for  the  better  improvement  of 
our  acquaintance.  It  is  very  probablei 
the  adventure  of  the  robbers  contributed 
not  a  little  to  the  bringing  this  about 
with  the  greater  facility  i  for  whether  k 
was  really  afhamed  of  his  own  coward- 
ly behaviour,  and  afraid  I  Ihould  expofc 
him ;  or  my  carriage  on  that  occafion 
had  enhanced  me  in  his  opinion,  is  un- 
certain ;  but,  to  ufe  a  very  common 
phrafe,  he  met  me  half  way,  and  even 
endeavoured  to  apologize  for  his  in- 
activity, by  laying  the  blame  upon  a 
d — n'd  cold  he  had  contrafted  the  win- 
ter before,  at  lady  Betty  iQuadril's  rout, 
which  he  obferved,  by  his  neglefting 
to  fee  council  time  enough,  had  de- 
generated into  a  rheumatifm,  and  alio 
threatened  his  lungs  with  a  profecutioni 
and  that  after  feveral  fruitlefs  attempt 
towards  making  an  ejeftment  of  the 
diftemper,  he  had  been  advifed  by  th^ 

faculty 
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Acuity  to  try  dr  and  exercife,  in  con- 
&qiience  ct  which  he  was  then  a^hially 
ranoving  himielf  by  habeas  corpus  to 
IXmbridgC)  where  he  was  in  good  hopes 
cf  nonfuiting  his  adverfary  before  the 
iieR  feffions  of  parliament. 

The  lieutenant,  who  was  a  wag  in 
Ids  t^y,  iidvifed  him,  with  an  arch-grin, 
to  get  along-fide  of  th6  enemy  firft, 
yard-arm,  and  yard-arm,  and  endeavofur 
to  rake  him  fbrc  and  aft :  in  which  cafe 
he  took  notice,  that  fome  of  doftor 
Rock's  fingle  pounders  would  do  great 
execution  ;  and  an  old  woman,  who  fat 
on  the  oppofite  feat  of  the  coach,  told 
him,  that  there  was  more  efficacy  in 
afles  milk  than  in  all  the  phyfick  in 
the  world. 

Innocent  as  this  obfervation  might 

appear,  yet  there  was  fomething  in  it 

which  gready  offended  the  nice  ears  of 

^die  good  lady  who  had  at  firft  called 

dir  fta-oflker  a  Greenland  belu*.     She 

D  2  won- 
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wondered,  fhc  faid,  that  a  perfon  d 
her  age  could  be  fo  indelicate  as  to 
even  hint  fuch  a  thing  —  that  the  men- 
tioning afles  milk»  carried  along  Tsith 
it  a  very  impure  idea»  even  no  kfs 
than  that  the  young  gentleman  had  been 
naughty  with  the  wenches,  to  need 
fuch  mftoratives  at  his  age.  Then  fur* 
veying  the  young  woman,  who  adhered 
to  the  feamanj  with  great  contempt, 
took  notice,  it  was  no  wonder  if  the 
conftitutions  of  our  youth  were  ruined 
before  they  were  half  ripe,  when  fo  ma- 
ny audacious  flirts  were  every  day  feen 
gallanting  it  about  with  fellows :  where- 
as, would  they  be  only  fo  wife  a5  to 
attach  themfelves  to  women  of  difcrc* 
tion  and  fober  converfation,  giving  her 
head  a  tofs  at  Ihe  fame  time,  no  fuch 
devaftation  to  their  health  would  ever 
happen. 

This  curiogs  harangue  made  me  laugh 
exceedingly,  and  I  could  not  help  air 
miring   the   nice   penetration  of  the 

fpcakcr, 
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(peaker,  who  could  fo  admirably  draw 
fuch  conclufions  from  the^expreilion  of 
afles  milk ;    which  brought  a  paffage 
ioco  my  mind  that  I  have  fomewhere 
ready  concerning  the  delicacy  of  an  old 
maid,  who  was  fo  extremely  modeft, 
that  fhc  could  not  even  hear  the  men- 
tion of  the  word  done,  though  even  in 
compound,    fuch  as  free^itone,    fire^ 
fione,  &c.  without  being  very  fenfibly 
aficfted.     But  the  neceflary  occupation 
of  a  mantua-maker,  taylor,  or  milliner, 
could  not  be  uttered  in  her  prefencc 
without  being  attended  by  ilill  more 
alarming  fymptoms ;  for  if  at  any  time 
a  thoughdefs  waiting-maid  was  fo  im- 
prudent as  to  exprefs  herfelf  in   this 
manner :    *  La,  Ma'am,  a  fmall  rent 
*  ID  your  ladyfhip's  ruffle  wants  to  be 
« new   ftitch'd  ;  *    the  effeft  of  thefe 
tremendous  words  were  inftantaneous ; 
down  fell  the  lady  in  a  terrible  fit,  the 
poor  maid  was  fure  to  be  difcharged, 
and  nothing  but  confuGon  and  difmay 
was  to  be  fecn  in  every  quarter. 

D  3  But 
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But  to  return. — This  reproof  fem- 
cd  not  to  be  loft  upon  either  of  tk 
parties  to  whom  it  was  addrcfTed ;  the 
old  woman  began  to  growl  a  little  on 
the  occafion  i  and  the  officer*!  compa- 
nion, who  appeared  to  be  well  verfol 
in  the  language  of  Covent-garden,  wai 
proceeding  to  make  reprifals,  when  a 
very  curious  fcene  of  altercation  was 
put  a  ftop  to,  by  our  coach^  that  inftant, 
driving  into  the  inn-yard.  However^ 
the  lieutenant  found  means  to  addrcfi 
her   in   the    name  of  the  reft  thus: 

*  Well  behaved,  old  Beachy,  well  be- 

*  hav'd  and  ftrong  !    You  got  a  good 

*  breadth  of  beam  a  midfliip's,  and  ca^ 

*  ries  a  taught  fail,  I  warrant  ycj  but 
'  clap   you    once   upon  a   wind  in  * 

*  fniart  fea-way,  if  you  don*t  wriggle 

*  your  ftern  like  any  Foulkftone -cutter, 

*  I'll  be  d n*d  j    and  fo  good  bye 

*  to  ye.* 

As  he  finiflied  thefe  words,  the  ctf* 
riacc  ftopt,  apd  we  were  preparing  ^ 

defcend 
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deicend  from  our  leathern  convenience, 
when  a  tawdry  young  fellow  approach- 
ed the  cos^ch-door,  ^nd  in  an  Irifh  ac- 
cent inquired  if  one  Mrs.  Afterday  was 
among  the  pa0engers  :  *  For  if  ihe  ifh 
^  not,'  fays  he,  *  I  muft  be  after  fol- 

*  lowing  her  to  meet  her,  and  if  fhe  ifh 

•  here,  I  muft  e'en  content  myfelf  in 

*  her  ablhence,  to  ftay  till  flie  comes.* 

The  old  fady,  whofe  contenance  ex- 
hibited no  very  pleafing  afpeft  at  the 
officer's  late  farcafm,  no  fooner  per- 
ceived this  welcome  vifiter  than  the  con- 
tra£kion  of  her  features  relaxed  apace, 
ftid  ihe  cried  out  with  ahpair  of  great 
exultation,  *  My  dear  O'Shannon,  who 

♦  could  ever  have  expefted  to  fee  you 

•  bffc  ?    Well,  though  thi^  is  the  very 

*  fupreme  quinteflence  of  politenefs,  and 

•  evidently  difplays  your  attachment  and 
^  tafte  (here  fhe  bridled  up  exceeding- 
ly, and  beheld  the  young  female  with 
»  look  of  great  fuperiority)  yet  I  fhall 

*  poiitively  never  pardon  this  infringe- 

D  4  ment 
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*  mcnl  of  my  abfolute  commandSs  un-^ 

*  kft  you  immediately  deliver  me  froi^r 

*  this  fea-calf,  monfter,  devil,  who  lia^ 

*  mfultcd  mc  to  the  laft  degree  of  &• 

*  perladve  fcurriJity,  during  my  impri' 

*  ibni:ieiic  in  the  dirty  flagc,  i 

The  lover,  whofc  hopes  of  finding 
her  had  been  rinftured  With  feme  de- 
gree of  tmccreiinty,  feeing  his  deftrc  fo 
agreeably  gratified,  could  not  contaia 
his  tranfport,  which  immediately  broke 
out  with,  '  Arrah  now,  are  you  after 
'  being  there,  my  dear  honey  ?    Crift 

*  blefs  your  own  fliweet  fafhe,  for  telling 

*  me  iho.     E(iTt  what  ifh  that  you  fhay? 

*  Has  any  man  preihum'd  to  be  unfhi- 

*  Wily  rude  to  your  lady  (hip,  madam  ? 

*  Irs  well  for  the  villain  that  I  am  here, 

*  and  wafli  not  abfhent  at  the  time.   By 

*  J- s,   rU  Ihoon  pink  hifh  fhours 

*  body  to  your  heart's  difhcontent,  faith 

*  will  1.'  So  faying,  he  advanced  fu- 
rioufly  towards  the  lieutenant,  when  a 
very  confidtrablc  check  was  given  to 

his 
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hb  courage,  by  obferving  the  muzzle 
of  a  blunderbufs  pointed  from  the 
coach-window,  while  his  antagonift  ad- 
dreflbd   him    thus  :     '  Harkce,    Mr. 

*  Bogtrotter,  ftand  to  the  leeward  there ! 

*  I  fay,  ftand  to  the  leeward  !  If  you 
'launch  one  inch  farther  a-head.   Til 

*  flow  in  your  bow-ports,  I  woul  fo  ; 

*  ril  fend  you  to  the  bottom,    all  on* 

*  as  a  fcuttled  galley,  d— n  my  mizen. 

*  So  I  wou'd  advife  you  to  brace  about 

*  and  fill.      The  prize  you  cruife  for 

*  isn't  aboard  her,  unlefs  mayhap  this 

*  crazy  hulk  be  (he,  who  is  little  better 

*  as  old  lumber,  and  only  fitting  to  br 

*  hove  along-fide,  to  bate  fuch  Irilli 
^  &arks  as  you  are/ 

Thcfe  mortifying  words,  and  the 
g^ftures  that  accompanied  them,  effec- 
tually finilhed  what  the  blunderbuis 
had  begun..  The  prudent  lover,  after 
exclaiming^  *  Faith  and  troth.  Madam, 

*  your  ladylhip  ilh  in  the  right  of  it  — 

D  5  *  a 
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•crwjt  ^  myfelf  rehired  tx>  our  apart- 
mcnty  ia  order  to  confuk  upon  the  ope* 
l^ons  pf  the  next  day,  which  now 
vholly  engrofled  our  attention. 


B>-H!nff 
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Vifit  $hc  yrells. — Some  account  of  tliat 
place,  and  the  company  that  fre- 
quent it.-— Am  introduced  to  feveral 
©f  the  lawyer's  acquaintance. — Vifit 
die  walks,  the  (hops,  and  coffee* 
houfes.  — r  Engage  at  billiards,  and 
come  off  a  winner.  —  Take  lodgings 
on  mount  Sinai. — Charader  of  men- 
fieur  Rhubarbe  our  landlord,  and 
that  of  his  wife. 

NEXT  morning,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Smatterwit,    I  fallied  from 
our  inn,  and  paid  a  yifit  to  the  wells, 
where  we  found  the  company  already 
employed    in   taking   their   morning- 
draughts. 
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draughts,  gay  as  Flora,  and  in  the 

beautiful  dilhabille.  Nothing,  fore,  can 
equal  the  pleafure  attending  thefc  fott 
of  excurfions.  The  mufick  ftrikingiip 
the  moft  inchanting  harmony  i  rtifi 
fplendid  fliops  j  the  coffee  houfes  \  tliff 
brilliancy  of  the  vifitors  5  all  together 
confpire  to  make  it  a  fort  of  tcrreftrial 
paradile* 

We  next  adjourned  to  a  coffee-honlff 
where  we  breakfafted.      Here  my  com- 
panion introduced  me  to  feveral  of  his 
acquaintance,  in  the  charafter  of  a  young 
gentleman    poflefled  of  a  very  goo^ 
eftate  in  the  north;    a  circumftanc^> 
which,  though  I  had  never  once  hint^ 
at,   yet  I  was  in  no  humour  to  contr^ 
dift,   as  I  law  it  contributed  not  a  litt:^ 
towards  heightening  my  importance  ^ 
the  eyes  of  every  one.     Accordingly 
found  myfelf  very  politely  received  t^ 
all  of  them,  and  an  appointment  w^ 
made  to  meet  the  fame  evening  upc^ 
the  walks,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  dive^ 
fions  of  the  place. 
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In  the  afternoon  we  reforted  to  one 
of  the  bowling-greens,  where  we  di- 
verted ourfelvcs  fome  time  very  agree- 
ably.  The  night  was  fpent  in  the  fame 
delightful  manner  as  the  day  had  been; 
After  fauntring  from  one  fliop  to  an^ 
other  upon*  the  wdks,  where  all  tht 
compaay  appeared  in  the  greateft  IplenK 
dor;  we  retired  to  a  cofiee-houfe,  and* 
bilfiards  engrofled  our  whole  attention 
till  aknoft  dawn  of  day ;  by  which  time; 
after  fcveral  viciflitudes  of  chance,  I 
found  myfelf  thirty -two  guineas  in 
pocket» 

This  good  fortune  juft  upon  my  ar- 
rival charmed  me;  and  I  fhould  have 
found  my  fatisfaftion  abfolutely  com- 
plete, had  I  only  been  bleffed  with  an^ 
agreeable  female  partner,  but  this  was 
a  circumftance  not  fo  eafily  obtamed  at 
Tunbridge  wells  ;  where,  though  per- 
haps there  is  no  place  in  England  that 
a  grater  variety  of  genteel  company 
are  to  be  met  with,  yet,  on  the  ether 

hand^ 
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hand,  no  where  is  there  a  greater  refcrve 
m^iittained  by  the  ladies  towards  % 
ftranger,  than  here,  4  formal  falutap 
tioiit  en  paffimt.  Of  the  accidental  inter* 
change  of  a  few  compliments  upon  the 
walks, by  bo  means  can  enthle  a  ftr^ger  ^-5 
to  a  nearer  acquainunce  \  and,  witliowf  ^ 
a  neceflkry  incroduftion  by  fome  frien4 
or  intim^te^  ii  1%  next  to  impolTible 
commence  any  foft  *rf  correfpondcnc^ 
with  a  lady  j  \  meafi  with  a  lady  oj 
Firtue.- 

As  fcandal  is  in  no  place  circulatec::^^ 
with  greater  eagcrnefs  or  malignity,  ancn^^ 
where  a  reputation  once  tainted,  is  abfo  "^' 
lutely  irretrievable,  perhaps  there  maji^  y 
be  good  reafon  for  fo  uncommon  a  diP^^^' 

tance:  yet,  gaiety,  poUtenefs,  and  bril^ ' 

liant  wit  are  no  where  to  be  found  irr^^^ 
greater  perfedtion  than  at  Tunbridge. 

Like  moft  other  places  of  public  re 

fort,  it  abounds  with  a  multiplicity  0^^ 
charadlers.    Here  are  lords,  pimps,  k^^ 

dies-^  - 
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dies,  whores,  highwaymen^  and  fortune- 
hunters  :  neither  is  it  deficient  in  this 
hft  brandi  of  bafinefs,  even  of  fiunale 
pradmoners  \  ^  that  it  is  ibmetimes  no 
vncuftomarf  thing  to  find  an  adventurer 
in  petticoats,  whom  you  peihaps  have 
tDJoyed  fisme  agroes^ble  minutes  with  a^ 
fbwmimdis  befoK,  ac  a  London  bagnio, 
here  ftrutting  it  in  the  feafon,  with  all' 
the  magnificence  of  a  rich  widow,  oc 
an  opident  beiids,  untouched  by  man. 

Some  idbrt  to  Tunbridge,  merely  for 
the  f^ce  of  amufement,  and  to  kill, 
time  (which  otherwife  would  hang  heavy 
on  their  hands)  in  a  continual  round  of 
mirth  and  pkafure.  Others  are  attrac- 
ted here  by  the  powerful  charaftcr  of 
the  mineral  waters  ;  fo  that  it  very  often 
happens,  that,  while  their  influence  is 
courted  in  removing  the  reproachful 
curfe  of  fterility,  the  reputation  ac- 
cruing therefrom,  is  wholly  engrofled 
by  a  fet  of  Hibernian  operators,  refiding 
upon  the  fpot,  who  are  extremely  fer» 

viccablc 
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viceable  on  thefe  occafions,  thougli  pot 
fcfled  of  no  other  qualifications  to  ft- 
commend  them  to  the  favour  of  i\m 
employers,  than  brawny  flioulden^  and 
other  appendages  of  Herculean  virility 
which  compofe  the  ingredients  of  a 
chairman  or  ticket  portei;  endowment, 
however  defpicable  in  the  fjti  of  a  J 
fribble,  or  a  Temple  beau,  yet  when  ' 
tindured  with  a  fuificient  degree  of  wel^ 
timed  impudence,  are  of  infinite  repute 
in  the  fields  of  Venus,  and  never  fail  to 
be  properly  valued  by  thofe  experienced 
matrons,  who  are  wife  enough  to  prefer 
downright  fubftance  to  mere  fhadow. 

Its  vicinity  to  London  makes  It  fre- 
quently reforted  to  by  another  fpecies 
of  vifitors  •,  fuch  as  young  journeymen 
linen-drapers,  fecond-hand  gentlemen, 
and  attornies  clerks.  Thefe  common- 
ly come  down  on  a  Saturday,  and  dis- 
appear on  a  Monday  morning.  Yer, 
infignificant  as  thefe  heroes  may  ap- 
pear, if  you  chance  to  ftep  into  a  coffee- 

houfe 
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houfe  where  any  of  them  refort  in  town» 
your  ears  are  immediately  dunned  with 
the  noife  of  their  adventures  at  the 
wells  ;  a  word  which  is  never  five  mi- 
nutes out  of  their  mouths.  One  runs 
himfelf  out  of  breath  in  difplaying  the 
amiable  qualifications  of  a  certain  coun- 
teis,  whofe  dear  company  he  had  lately 
enjoyed  very  agreeably,  tete-a-tete. 
Another  produces  a  moft  amorous 
billet-doux,  which  he  decently  infi- 
nuates  is  the  dear  hand-writing  of  lady 
dowager  '  '  .  Indeed,  there  is  one 
thing  which  manifeflly  contradicts  all 
they  fay,  which  is,  that  thefe  ladies  are 
cxccffively  upon  the  referve  in  public, 
and  even  afieA  to  be  utterly  ignorant 
of  the  happy  men,  who  but  a  little  be- 
fore were  faid  to  have  engrofled  fo 
largp  a  portion  of  their  favour.  But 
if  the  ladies  are  fo  wilfully  blind,  thefe 
young  heroes  are  much  more  quick - 
lighted  •,  not  one  of  them  but  can  fpy 
confenting  love  even  in  a  difdainful 
frown,  and  trace  out  the  fignal  for  an 

affigna-: 
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aflign^tion,  through  the  window- cia*- 
lainsof  a  lady's  bed-chamber  ^  whkk  . 
extraordinary  difcernment  frequentlf 
©ccafions  vaft  homage  being  paid  to  a 
non-entity,  while  a  moft  gracious  bow, 
accompanied  with  a  fmile  of  the  ut- 
moft  familiarity,  is  often  direfted  to  that 
quarter  of  the  gardens,  where  a^  right 
honourable  is  feated  j,  though  thefe  in- 
ftances  of  politencfs  have  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  totally  difregarded,  and  for 
this  very  good  reafon,  becaufe  the  par^ 
ty  they  were  direfted  to,  happens  at 
that  junfture  to  look  another  way. 

So  much  for  Tunbridge- wells.    An^ 
if  I  have  not  been  accurate  enough  ^^ 
my  defcription,  it  muft  be  wholly  attJ^" 
buted  to  my  Ihort  ftay,   and  too  m^^ 
hafte  in  forming  a  judgment  from  ^T 
pearances,  not  to  any  backwardnefe     ^ 
mine  to  relate  the  truth. 


In  Gonfcquence  of  this  general 
fcirve  among  the  ladies,,  nothing  in 

w 


in  tt^^ 

wori^ 


irorld  eould  h^ve  h|ipp«Q«d  more  Iiwkf 
iHm  my  accidefital  i^ncQvnt^r  with  the 
lawyer^  as  by  b^  meaqs  I  had  none 
af  thdfe  difficulties  to  Ulx^ur  under^ 
vhich  a  ftranger  generally  m^ets  with 
on  his  firft  appearance  ;  and  before  I 
lad  been  fhree  days  upon  the  fpot,  I 
bund  myfelf  on  a  Vf ry  good  footing 
vith  feveral  genteel  fapi^ilies,  and  began 
o  eqjoy  the  gaiety  of  the  place  with  a 
ligh  relilh« 

All  this  wMIc  we  never  could  find 
niure  to  remove  from  the  inn  |  but 
K>w  it  was  high  time  to  provide  our* 
irlves  with  proper  lodgings.  ^Gcord^- 
Dgly  my  companion  carried  me  to  the 
loufe  of  monfieur  Rhubarbe,  a  French 
ipothecary,  fituated  on  mount  Sinar» 
irhcre  he  had  lodged  the  preceding  fea- 
btij  with  whom  we  were  quickly  for- 
liOied  with  genteel  apartments. 

Our  landlord,  whofe  accent  and  dic^ 
tion  would  have  fufficiently  befpoke 

him 
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him  a  foreigner  without  any  other  in- 
formation, received  us  both  with  an 
extremity  of  politencfs  peculiar,  indeed, 
to  his  native  country,  which,  after  the 
example  of  the  antient  patriarch,  he 
had  quitted  fome  years  before,  with  a 
view  of  feeking  a  wife  and  habitation 
among  Grangers,  a£tuated  no  doubt 
thereto  from  the  old  eftablilhed  rcafon, 
that  a  prophet  has  feldom  honour  in  to 
own  country. 

However  that  was,  he  feemed  very 
well  pleafed  to  have  us  for  his  lodgers, 
and  perceiving  my  friend  to  look  ex- 
ceeding thin  upon  it,  accofted  him 
thus :    *  Ha,  mon   very  good  friend, 

*  monfieur  Smattervit,    ferviteur  trcs- 
humble  v   I  am  very  glad  to  fee  you 

*  at  de  velle.     But  vat  be  your  ma- 

*  lady  ?  you  look  exceeding  pouvrc  in 

*  de  complexion. Ha,  ha  !  now  I 

*  underftan  vat  be  de  matter  vid  you  : 

*  you  kifs  a  de  lady  too  mufti.  If  you  no 

*  ftrikc  a  de  girl,  den  you  no  go  in  to 

*dc 


€ 
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s  fpecimen  of  mine  hoft's  wit, 
1  extremely  entertaining  to  me, 
r  no  means  reliflied  by  my  com- 
i,  who  broke  off  all  farther  con- 
on  on  that  head  with  him  for 
me,  by  inquiring  after  the  health 
wife;  a  circumftance,  itfeems, 
the  poor  man  could  not  recolledl 
It  a  very  fenfible  emotion,  for  he 
his  head  widi  a  moft  emphadck 
ration,  while  he  replied,  *  Vy, 
you,  monfieur  Smattervit,  my 
be  very  good  health,  and  keep 
grand  appetite  for  de  beuf  and 
luttone  to  admiration;   and  vat 

t(l%  KAff«ir     Viae    Kmiiflrfir   m^   ^nn 
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Thk  kft  piece  of  news  was  si  dr- 
^iM^tance  tny  friend  was  unacquaind 
with  I  fa,  after  congratulating  him  on 
rise  hsppmds  of  his  having  an  heir  to  M 
eftate,  and  to  give  him  time  to  recovd 
himfclf  from  the  confiifion  which  thi 
bare  mefttiooiiig  of  his  wift  had  occa 
fioncdj  we  hurried  away  to  a  printi 
raffle  of  a  filvcr  cca-kcctle,  wheit  \ 
young  lady  I  had  lately  contraAed  ai 
intimacy  with,  through  his  means,  wai 
a  fubfcriber,  to  whom  I  intended  to  pre^ 
fent  this  coftly  toy,  Ihould  fortune  ft 
order  it  that  I  came  off  with  the  prize* 

In  our  way  thither  he  gave  me  to 
imderftand,  that  the  Frenchman  had 
been  married  fome  years  to  the  daugh** 
ter  of  a  wealthy  butcher  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, though  as  diametrically  op- 
pofite  to  her  loving  fpoufe,  in  regard  to 
her  perfon,  as  her  intdlefts ;  for,  whef^' 
as  he  might  be  faid  to  exhibit  no  v^ 
perfeft  idea  of  Pharaoh's  lean  kine,  ftei 
On  the  other  hand,   communicated  the 

pifturc 

I 


pifturc  of  plenty,  wherever  Ihe  appeared, 
and  might,  with  great  propriety,  be  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  appellation  of  a  Wap« 
piBg  j&idiad^,  whole  circumference  mc 
rq[)f£iented  \6  the  extent  of  the  phra^ 

Thfe  iabfe  df  tills  extriordiniry  mfta- 
g^efs  in  the  dodlor  was  given  biit  by 
himfelf  to  be  wholly  occaliohed  by  his 
exceflive  ftudy,  being  greatly  addided 
to  tht  fcicnce  of  aftrology,  as  wtU  as 
phyfic ;  but  in  reality  was  faid  to  de- 
rive its  fource  from  his  avaritious  dif- 
pofition,  which  Confined  him  to  a  diet 
puitly  vegetable  ;  while  the  dilution  of 
his  clay  was  no  other  than  fimplc  efc- 
joent 


CHAP. 
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hu  odd  occumencc   happens  tt 
lodgings,  which  involves  my  land^ 
lord  in  a  molt  ridjculmis  fituatioiL^I 
In  confequence  of  a  very  difaftioui 
aoodent,    1  leave  the  w^%  in  difia 

^  grace,  and  return  to  London.         " 


ONE  morning,  as  I  was  coming 
down  ftairs,  in  order  to  make  my 
appearance  at  the  wells,  as  uTual,  1  faff 
my  landlord  before  me,  wrapt  up  in  an 
old  night-gown,  with  a  naked  child  in 
his  anns,  ftealing  haftily  towards  the 
back-yard,  and  every  now  and  then  di- 
rrfting  a  willful  look  behind  him,  as 
if  fearful  of  being  difcovered.  Per- 
ceiving, however,  that  I  had  detcftcd 
him  in  this  Gtuarion,  he  beckoned  mc 
to  be  filent,  crying,  '  Hufh,  hulh,  God 

*  a  bleis  a  you,  mafter  Murray,  do  no 

*  fay  von  vord,    elfe  you  vil  vake  my 
«  vift.        Come  a  dis  vay,  an  you  fal 

*  behold 
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behold  de  fineft  operation  in  de  varld, 

de  beft  univerfal  ipeciiic  in  all  de  whole 

pra£tife  of  phyfic/     So  faying^  he  ap- 

>roachcd  a  large  bathing-tub  full  of  wa- 

:cr,  and  after  crying, '  Now,mafterMur- 

'  ray,  now  for  de  bufinnefs ; '   plunged 

d)e  child  over  head  and  ears  into  it, 

ifhidi  he  repeated  feveral  times  without 

interruption.     While  I  was  admiring 

dus  Angular  experiment,    a  noife  was 

heard  as  of  a  perfon  defcending  the 

iburs,  at  which  the  dodor  darted  back  in 

mnifcft  confufion,  crying  out,  '  Foutre 

^diable!    as  I  am  living  foul,  dat  is 

•  my  vife ;  now  ve  fal  have  von  fine 

*  kitcl  of  filh  prefentely .*  But  before  he 
bad  recovered  himfelf  enough  to  think 
of  a  retreat,  his  wife  entered,  and  no 
iboncr  perceived  her  darling  fon  in  this 
dripping  condition,  than  (he  Hew  at 
iim  with  the  utmoft  fury,  fnatched  the 
child  from  his  trembling  arms,  and 
^h  a  dextrous  management  of  her 
tight  hand,  foon  made  him  fupply  the 
child's   late  place,   by  tumbling  him 

Vol.  II.  E  head- 
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bead-long  into  the  water  \  at  the  toe 
time  roarings    *  What,  you  villain  kill 

*  my  foo  ?  Not  content  to  poifon  Mm 
'  with  your  d n*d  flip-flops,  but  you 

*  muft  drown  him  aifo  ?  * 

*  Parbleu^  madam/  replied  the  doo 
tor,  recovering  from  his  watery  firaa- 
li^>ni  '  vat  a  you  mean  by  this  ufagp? 

*  1  no  vant  to  kill  a  de  boy,   but  to 

*  ftrengten  his  nerve,  brace  his  mufde, 

*  an  make  a  him  ftrong. — I  have  con- 

*  fult  de  ftar,  an  find  your  fon  vil  be 
'  von  very  big  man,  a  great  dofteur 
'  and  aflrologe  ;    but  he  muft  no  cat 

*  any  ting  but  vater-gruel  an  fage-tca. 
'  His  horofcope  is  de  beft  horofcopein 
'  de  varld.  Mercury  is  lord  of  dc 
'  afctndant,  an  in  dis  geniture,  Saturn 
^  fall  into  de  fix  houfe  of  de  Virgo;  en 
'  fin,  all  the  planet  have  von  very  fine 
'  afpecl ;  but  he  is  fickly  garfon,  fo  I 
'give  him  de  cold  baat  to  makcbini 

*  von  vigrous  young  nian.* 
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♦  A  vciy  fine  escuie  this,,  truly,  for 
mnrdering  my  child ! '  faid  the  wife  % 
but  you  want  to  get  rid  of  us  both^ 
that's  It.     Yes,  you  villain,  you  do ; 
you  know  you  do.— —But  pray,  if 
coid  baths  have  the  fbengtening  qua* 
lity  you  would  have  nne  believe,  how 
comes  it  they  have  had  no  better  ef- 
feA  upon  you^  who  have  try'd  them 
ib  long  ?  you  poor  faplefs  twig,  you ! 
God  knows,  I  have  found  thee  a  weak, 
infuffident  animal  for  all  your  bath- 
ing, dieting,    and  phyficking.     But, 
as  I  faid  before,  'tis  only  a  pretence 
to  get  rid  of  us  both  to  fave  expences, 
that  you  ufe  me  and  my  child  thus  ; 
but  rU  tear  your  eyes  out,  I  will,  ere 
you  (hall  accomplifh  your  abominable 
ends.'      She  then  flew  at  him  with 
urprifing  fury,    and   began  to  buffet 
lim  ^  heartily,   that  I  was  obliged  to 
nterpofe,    and  with  no  little  difficulty 
prevailed  upon  her  to  retire,  and  fuffer 
icr  hulbaod,  to  go  up  to  his  chamber, 
£  2  so 
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to  put  00  dry  doches,  for  he  wn 
dripping  wet  with  hb  late  immerfioo  : 
when  (be  was  gone,  he  rcttjrned  mt 
thanks  for  my  timely  aOiftance,  and 
fiiaking  his  b»d»  whilpo^  in  my  eafi 
*  my  vifc,  maOer  Manay,bc  great  ^aad- 
'  fiftcr  to  de  very  diable/ 

This  fccne  ttx>k  me  up  fo  much  time, 

that  before  I  had  fairly  adjufted  mat- 
t;^rs  between  them,  it  was  too  late  to 
•;o  ci::  tha:  morning.  However  I  con- 
i"::ed  iTiyfelf  for  this  difappointment, by 
r:cc:j'tci:!r.2  tha:  there  was  to  be  a  ball 
tre  fame  night,  at  which  I  did  not  fail 
tj  I?e  rrefent,  and  difplayed  my  quali- 
f  cations  in  dancing  with  fo  much  ad- 
c  refs  :o  a  vouns;  ladv,  who  did  me  the 
f ':cak;re  of  accepting  me  for  her  part- 
ner in  a  countr\'-dance,  that  I  perceived 
I  gained  very  fall  upon  her  inclina- 
tions. This  riifcovery  made  me  ftill 
ir.cre  in  favour  with  myfelf,  and  added 
iiot   a   little   towards  heightening  the 

good 
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good  opinion  I  had  already  conceived 
)f  my  importance.  The  nymph,  warm 
jvith  wine  and  exercife,  feemed  already 
cnelted  into  current  love.  I  feized  the 
zritical  minute  before  (he  had  time  to 
nelapfe  into  fober  thinking,  and  plyed 
ny  part  fo  well,  that  we  left  the  rooms 
ong  before  the  ball  broke  up,  and  re- 
ired  to  her  lodgings,  where,  abforbed 
in  the  enjoyment  of  fo  delicate  a  crea-. 
ture^  I  gave  a  loofe  to  love  and  tranf- 
port,  while  the  embraces  of  my  lovely 
partner  feemed  already  to  advance  me 
above  the  happincfs  of  a  mortal. 

In  this  blifsful  fituation  I  fell  afleep ; 
but  my  furprife  was  inconceivable,  when 
I  found  myfelf  alone  in  the  morning 
without  the  Icaft  traces  of  a  bed-fellow. 
Confounded  at  this  unexpeded  removal, 
I  began  to  recoiled  feveral  paflages  of 
the  preceding  night ;  and  from  the 
ftrange  vacuity  of  cafh  that  appeared 
in  my  pockets,  and  the  abfence  of  my 
E  3  repeater, 
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repeater^  I  foon  had  reafon  to  beliefft 
my  loving  partner  was  coofin-germait 
to  the  Epfom  lady,  who  had  fo  ingt- 
nioufly  contributed  to  pillage  me  be- 
fore. I  taxed  the  people  where  Ibc 
lodged  of  being  confederates,  but  as  this 
could  not  be  proved,  I  only  expoM 
inyfelf  by  it^  which  filled  me  with  fo 
much  vexation,  that  I  confined  mfttf 
to  my  room  for  fomc  time. 

However,  as  there  was  no  help,l  repair- 
ed to  the  walks  one  day  with  a  view  todif- 
fipate  my  chagrin  :  but  here  the  face  of 
things  were  changed.    The  young  ladf, 
with  whom  I  had  heretofore  carried  on 
an  intimacy,  now  declined  my  advances; 
the  real  caufe  of  my  quitting  the  ball- 
room was  already  fprcad  over  the  place; 
I  faw  myfelf  fcorncd  and  laughed  2t, 
and  what  was  worfe,  my  fair  partner  had 
left  me  fuch  convincing  tokens  of  her 
profeflion,  as  left  me  no  room  to  doubt  it 
could  be  any  other  than  that  of  a  coin* 

mon 


of  Hamilton  Mvmlay.      yp 

nonpro&mte.  In  this  aWming  fitua- 
ion,  xkftimce  of  money,  and  deprived 
if  health,  I  was  fain  to  return  again 
o  London,  where  I  foon  after  arrived 
n  a  ilate  of  violent  mortification^ 
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[  am  vi£ted  by  the  ftock-broker,  who 
finds  great  fault  with  my  method  of 
life.  *—  Harangues  me  on  the  advan- 
tages refulting  from  a  ftrenuous  ap- 
plication to  bufmefs,  and  advifes  me 
to  commence  trader,  — I  approve  of 
his  propofal,  and  fell  off  my  move- 
ables, when  I  experience  an  un- 
common inftance  of  the  roguery  of 
man. 

IT  was  not  long  after  this,  before  my 
good  friend  Mr. ,  the  ftock- 
broker,  paid  me  a  vifit,    whom  I  had 
not  feen  fince  my  firft  arrival  in  town. 
E  4  After 


So    n^ 

After   the  uToal 

prcfled  his 

To  flourifhmg  i 

tukted  me  on  mxf 

having  fo  eariy 

of  the  fair^  by  wfaofe  ■^Wfrt,  lie  db- 

ftrved,  I  muil  ceramff  be  oMd  m 

go  on  fo  gaily ;   and,  sfber  Satm  hA^ 

tton,  afked  me  boir  loi^  I  lui  ben 

married?  i 

I  was  furprifed  at  a  queftioo  of  this 
nature,   and  told  him  he  was  for  this 
cnce  miftaken  in  his  conjedurrs,  for 
that  I  had  never  as  yet  fuffered  thcfcaft 
thought  of  matrimony  to  intrude  upon 
my  mind  ;  adding,  it  was  time  enough 
to  think  of  a  wife,  when  I  had  feen  ^ 
little  more  of  the  world,   and  that  ac 
prelent  I  was  difpofed  to  ad  die  part 
of   the  bee,   who  pilfers  fweets  from 
tv^ry  flower,   and  ranges  uncontroulcd 
through  the  whole  circle  of  nature's 
cciights. 
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^^  ,  intelligence,   which  I  deli- 

.  a  very  theatrical  accent,   he 

^d  up  his  fhoulders,    and  with 

•c  fagacity  obferved,  that  it  was  a 

.Pf  pretty  amufement,  could  it  but 

iaft,  and  were  it  attended  with  the  real 

advantages  of  the  induflrious  bee,  who 

Jlores  his  own  hive  at  the  expence  of 

the  whole  vegetable  creation  ;   '  but  I 

•fancy,*    continued   he,    *  you  diflfer 

*  widely  from  the  bee  in  this  particular, 

•  as  you  generally  pay  fauce  for  the 

*  fweets  you  mention  -,  and  after  all  may 

•  cry  out  with  the  prophet,'  *'  Sweet  in 
•*  the  mouth,  but  bitter  in  the  belly.** 
He  then  obferved,  that,  for  his  part, 
he  had  not  only  taken  it  for  granted 
that  1  was  married,  but  married  to  an 
heirefs  of  the  firft  rank,  by  the  figure  I 
cut  i  and  if  it  was  otherwife,  he  fliould 
look  upon  me  in  little  better  light  than 
that  of  a  madman. 

Confounded  at  this  infinuation,  I  de- 
fired  to  be  acquainted  with  his  reafons 
E  5  for 


xnyielt   tor  all  th< 

pences  attending  m^ 

I  ihould  foon  find  r 

ceffity  of  a  very  n 

and  advifed  me  fer 

fome  employment,  v 

power,  that  might  < 

«un  the  ftation  of 

both  profit  and  hono 

*  That  you  are  ( 
feid  he,  « there  is  ni 

*  by  your  launching 

*  bounded  and  ufelcfs 
'then  you  never  co 
•quences;  orif  a  th< 

*  turc  now  and  then  p 

*  Aove  it  aHde,  and  i 
'  while  you  can.      T 


*  your  moneys  comes  the  van  of  your 
^  £>ber  refleAion.  And  give  me  leave 
«  to  obferve  to  yoti,  that^  ^^ough  the 
^  gnuificadon  of  thofe  aj^peckes  whith 
^  Harare  hsts  givm  us^  H  the  fok  end 

*  of  idl  our  porfuitt,  yet  the  prudent 
^  man  vUl  always  have  it  in  remem- 

*  bmoce^  that  nK>ney  is  the  fundamen- 
« tal  ibpport  of  all  pleaft»re3,  and  will 

*  accordingly  tqpply  himfelf  fhrenuoufly 
.^cowards  its  purchafe.* 

•  Now,'  continued  he,  ^  what  I  would 

*  infer  from  all  this  is,  that  fince  your 

*  temper  is  fo  turned  for  the  indulgence 

*  of  pleafure,  you  Ihould  look  out  for 

*  fome  bufinefs,  to  enable  you  to  live 

*  a  rake  with   credit,    and  fupply  the 

*  demands  of  your  appetites  by  a  frefh 

*  and  daily  influx  of  calh.     For  believe 

*  me,  when  I  tell  it  you  as  a  truth, 
*that  let  any  man,  more  efpecially  a 

*  young  one,  drcfs  gaily,  live  fplendid- 
My  and  magnificently,  there  are.  not 
!  wanting  a  fct  of  people,  that  will  be 

•  con- 


OK  with  great  affiduiy 

whs  is  f  cwir  occu- 

jik  h  hoBEcd  cbiit  jDti  ire 

sod  above  ntiDcfiiigflnf 
ac  lll»  tbdr  isacr  cart  is  m 
the  dieptli  of  foot  reot^niflf 

^  d*5QCStf  in  this  important  ardclf, 
••  ibfT  will  imroediatcly  fet  you  down 
"  in  rbdr  miisd  as  an  cxtraTagant  young 

*  fdica",  Ixininil  of  foUy,  and  in  the 

*  1mx:1':^^j  to  beggary  and  deftruftion ; 

*  c:  ever-  if  thdr  thoughts  fhouldnot 

*  ^fcirer  rro-n  this  pointy  they  will  ne- 

*  c:£ij£y  corxJude,  that  fuch  a  man  is 

*  IT.  DC-  Very  I^iudable  way  of  life,  and 
rer.  crdr£y  ladsncd,  that  he  fupport^ 

*  1-U5  tJ^^rivigandes  either  by  gratify- 

*  ir^  :he   uLicious  demands  of  foms 

*  ^exlihy  cid  widow,  or  in  raifing  con- 

*  n-:i>uiior.s  en  the  public    by  the  trite 

*  dT^-^ei:!  c^*  a  piftoJ.' 


Tbi5 
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This  way  of  reafbning  had  its  due 
weight  with  me ;  and,  having  thanked 
him  very  heartily  for  fo  kind  an  in* 
ftance  of  his  attachment  and  regard  to 
my  interefl,  begged  him  to  advife 
me  how  to  proceed,  as  being  of  my- 
lelf  utterly  unqualified  to  be  a  judge  in 
thefe  matters;  adding,  that  I  fhould 
not  fail  to  improve  his  good  council 
to  the  bell  advantage;  on  which  he 
went  on. 

•  I  have  been  confidering,'  faid  he,  of 
^  fome  employment  that  would  be  pro- 

*  per  for  you,  and  after  fome  little  dcli- 

*  beration,   think  the  trader  is  the  mod 

*  profitable,  the  mod  honourable,  and 

*  the  beft  adapted  to  your  inclination 

*  and   abilities.      Trade    is    the  grand 

*  bulwark  and  defence  of  thefe  king- 

*  doms  :    it  fupplies  us  at  home  with 

*  every  ufeful   and  ornamental  manu- 

*  fafture,    and   advances    our  reputa- 

*  tion  abroad,  more  than  our  arms  :    it 
I  fills  our  ftreets  with  gilded  equipages, 

*  and 
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*  and  replenifhcs  the  (Mattered  fortune* 

*  of  our  decayed  nobility,  by  their  tak- 

*  itig  our  daughters   in  marriage ;  fo 

*  that  in  a  few  centuries,  he  that  was 
^  but  aa   inconfiderate,    private   man, 

*  will  from  the  mighty  advantages  re* 

*  fill  ting  from  trade,  be  a  means  of  ad- 

*  vancing  fome  of  his  pofterity  to  rbc 
■  firft  peers  of  the  nation*      1  therefore 

*  think,  by  all  means,  that  trade  is  the 

*  readied  means  to  advance  your  fame 
'  and  fortune  ;  but  as  there  are  various 
'  branches  of  merchandife,    we   mult 

*  confider  what  is  moft  proper  for  your 

*  comprehenfion  and  capital. -Let 

*  me  fee What  would  you  think  of 

*  the  linen  way  ?  I  have  dealt  fome  years 

*  very  luccefsfully  in  that  branch,  in  the 

*  vending  of  Scotch  cloths-,  fometimes 
'  on   my  own  account,  and  fometimes 

*  in  the  quality  of  a  factor  for  others: 

*  and  as  I  have  a  large  acquaintance 
'  both  here  and  in  Scotland,  could  be 

*  more  able  to  give  you  my  advice  in 
^  that  way  than  in  any  other.      If  you 
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*  approve  of  this  propofat,  you  may 
«  lodge  in  my  houfe,   the  better  to  be 

*  always  on  occafion  near  me^  and  alfb 

*  have  an  opportunity  of  converfing 
^  with  men  of  bufinefs.  I  can,  by  the 
■  help  of  my  friends,  fettle  a  correfpon- 
^  dence  betwixt  you  and  fome  eminent 

*  manufiei6hirers  in  the  north,  who  can 

*  fupply  you  with  five  hundred  pounds 
^  worth  of  linen  for  a  trial ;  and  you 
^  can  occafionally  mix  in  other  methods 
«  of  trade,  as  you  find  how  things  fuc- 

*  cced,  for  you  are  to  be  in  the  whole- 

*  fale  way.    A  ware-houfe,  a  counting- 

*  houfe  and  a  back  parlour  will  be  fuf- 

*  ficient,  as  you  are  a  fingle  man  5  be- 

*  fides,  there  is  this  advantage,  that  no 

*  fooner  do  you  begin  to  make  a  figure 

*  upon  change,  than  I  can  put  you  in 

*  the  way  to  fnap  up  fome  rich  mer- 

*  chant's  daughter  with  perhaps  a  for- 

*  tunc  of  twenty   or  thirty  thoufand 

*  pounds,  and  then  you  are  done  for  to 

*  all  intents  and  purpofes.— -— So,  what 
J  do  you  fay  ?  * 

!SayI 


I 
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.     ^  Say  I  Sir,*  laid  I,    *  I  don^t  ktm 

*  what  to  fay,     I  am  in  tranfports  it 

*  your  agreeable  propofal  5  and  am  only 

*  itady  to  hang  myMi  that  I  had  noc 
^  the   happinds  to  know   this  fooner. 

*  However^  1*11  fct  about  it  dircdly,  if 

*  you  think  Cxteen  hundred  pounds  art 

*  fufficicot  to  make  a  beginning/ 


*  Without  doubt  they  are,'    quoth 
he.     '  Why,  Sir,  I'll  tell  you:  when! 

*  began    firll:    to  trade  upon   my  own 

*  bottom,  which  was  about  fifteen  years 

*  ago,  I  had  not  two  hundred  pounJs 
'  in  the  world  j  and  now,  thank  God, 
'  1  can  fay  without  vanity,    that  I  have 

*  paid  many  a  time  five  thcufand  pounds 

*  before  breakfaft,    and  yet  had  a  luffi- 

*  cient  fund    in  bank-flock   to  fupp'y 

*  any  emergency.' 


He  then  told  me,  as  I  had  embraced 
the  propofal,  he  fhould  expeft  me  that 
day  at  his  houfe  to  dinner,  and  took 
his  leave  for  that  time,  leaving  me  one 

of 
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of  the  happicft  young  fellows  in  the 
Univerfe  5  as  I  had,  by  the  help  of  a 
lucky  imagination,  which  never  failed 
mc  in  the  worft  extremity,  converted 
myfelf  into  one  of  the  diredtors  of  the 
bank  of  England,  and  married  to  a 
moft  beautiful  young  lady  with  half  a 
million  Iterling. 

I  now  fet  about  a  thorough  reforma- 
tion indeed ;  and  looking  upon  my  for- 
tune as  infallibly  made,  under  the  di- 
it&ion  of  a  man  fo  thoroughly  expe- 
rienced in  buiinefs,  and  whom  I  efleem- 
ed  as  the  very  quinteflence  of  difm- 
terefted  honour,  I  began  immediately 
to  form  a  refolution  of  felling  off  my 
moveables  for  ready  money. 

With  this  view  I  called  up  my  miftrcfs, 
whom  I  had  now  kept  for  three  months, 
and,  telling  her  I  had  no  farther  occa- 
fion  for  her,  as  I  had  happily  recovered 
my  fenfes,  and  was  befides  going  into 
the  country  j  difcharged  her  from  all 

future 
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rfemce,  oocwtchftanding  2II  her 
;Ddir  coooarf*  Nay,  fudt 
nm  of  aiMd  lad  mj  new  frkad  gtvea 
Me,  s  B  the  nir  ud  ibufe  of  money* 
ikoc  I  cmld  not  be  pn^iilcd  upoa  to 
^vc  bcr  a  fic^  guioca  inrr  what  wai 


I  oact  fold  ofi*  my  horfe  for  ten  gui* ' 
for  whkh  I  hi  J  paid  forty  :  btll 
Ibcn  ccnickd  myfclf  for  this  uocon* 
Kicr-iLblc  difcoun:  by  recollcding,  that 
ihe:c  :cr.  guineis  would  loon  fetch  ten 
Eicnr.  whkh  could  not  faii  to  improve 
the  r.urrbn-  ibon  to  thirty,  and  the  firft 
iu.ky  iiie of  a  tew  pieces  <rf  my  Scotch 
cic:h  would  infallibly  produce  the  otho" 
tcr,  and  cef ray  all  the  expences  of  his 


I  then  went  to  a  picture  dealer, of  whom 

I  had  bu:  a  lirtle  before  purchafed  fomc 
tine  kajian  and  Flemilh  paintings,  with 
a  dehre  to  take  them  again  at  a  rea- 
fonable  difcount,  as  I  had  left  ofFhoulc- 

keeping; 
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keeping ;  but  he  excufcd  himfelf  from 
thb  job,  by  obfcrving,  that  the  feafon 
was  already  over,  when  thofc  commo- 
didcs  were  fitteft  for  market  j  befides,  he 
was  obliged  to  go  down  to  Wales  on  a 
prefling  emergency,  and  was  then  ac* 
tually  out  of  cafh  :  but  advifed  me  by 
all  manner  of  means,  to  keep  them  till 
the  next  year,  when  I  could  not  fail  to 
fell  them  all  to  a  very  good  account, 
particularly  my  Cleopatra,  for  which  I 
bad  paid  him  thirty  guineas. 

I  now  went  to  another  of  this  ho* 
nourable  tribe,  and  offered  to  fell  them 
to  him  -,  but  he  told  me  with  a  fneer, 
that  they  were  all  miferable  copies  of 
feme  Englilh  practitioners,  from  fe- 
cond-hand  originals,  and  hinted,  that 
Moorfields  was  the  fitteft  place  for 
them,  where  perhaps  I  might  find  fome 
ignorant  broker  filly  enough  to  give  me 
five  pounds  for  the  whole. 

This, 


Ik  Mr 
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This,   however,    did  not  difconce-     it 
me  in  the  leaft,  as  I  took  it  to  proce^— d 
from  fpleen,  for  having  formerly  refuf^^xl 
to  lay  out  money  with  him  on  fuch  a^n- 
other  occafion ;    and  I  determined  *^o 
preferve  them  all  for  the  better  dec^^- 
rating  my  new  apartments.     I  difpofisd 
of  feveral  other  effefts  all  to  the  fanne 
modeft  difcount  as  my  horfe :    but    ^u 
my  trading  fcheme  had  elevated  my 
mind  above  being  chagrined  at  fucii 
trifles,  I  affumed  great  chearfulnefs,  and      j 
went  to  dine  with  my  benefadtor  in  a       J 
tranfport  of  joy. 


CHAA 
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CHAP.     VII. 

to  dine  with  the  ftock-broker.— * 
a  entertained,  during  this  repad, 
:h  the  humours  of  feme  of  the  fra- 
nity:  —  Make  a  bluftering  figure 
the  change.— Deal  largely  in  the 
nch  of  infurance,  —  Am  waited 
m  by  a  new  cuftomer,  who  charms 
with  his  eafy  and  elegant  po« 
nefs. 

^  H  E  N  I  arrived  at  my  friend's 
houfe,  I  was  received  with  great 
ntfsj  and  ufliered  into  a  moft  ele- 
room,  where  half  a  dozen  elderly 
imen  were  already  aflembled  to 
r.  At  this  repaft  every  thing  was 
I  upon  plate,  and  from  the  vaft 
lesof  the  company,  who  were  con- 
ly  talking  of  thoufands,  and  ten- 
mds,  I  was  aftually  befide  myfelf 
i  anticipation  of  my  approaching 
cur.     They  were  fo  abforbed  in 

the 


94      72v  life  andAivet^uns 

the  contemplation  of  their  darling ' 
that  they  never  once  conlidered  thci^c.^ 
was  a  ftrangcr  in  company,  and  \xgm — w 
to  unfold  fuch  things  as  made  me  ftai — x€ 
with  furprife  and  wonder. 

One  faid  he  had  cleared  upwards  ci 
five  hundred  pounds  from  the  purch^^c 
of  bank-ftock^  in  confequence  of  ^ 
lucky  advertifement  he  bad  himlc==^ 
caufed  to  be  inferted  in  the  daily  p^  ^' 
pers,  which  had  frightened  an  oldCi^  -^' 
mudgcon  fo  much  at  Jonathan's,  th  -^ 
he  had  fold  all  out  under  par,  ar»^ 
thought  himfelf  happy  in  fo  doing. 

Another  obferved,   that  there  w^^ 
an  abfolute  neceffity  for  running  th»^ 
B"      n  Ealt-Indiaman  afhore  on  tb^ 
cape  of  Good  Hope,    in  her  paflag^ 
home,  in  order  to  bring  about  a  fchemc 
he  had  upon  a  certain  moneyed  perfoHi 
who,  for  a  certain  reafon,    Ihould  be 
namelefsi   by  which  ftroke  of  fineile 

be 
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he  was  in  hc^es  to  clear  a  good  round 
ftim. 

While  a  third  took  notice,  that  thefe 
ten  thoufand  pound  lotteries  were  the 
beft  calculated  things  in  the  world  for 
m$king  a  man's  fbrcune.  That  to  his 
c«ruun  knowledge  Aaron  ^  the 

Jew,  had  gsuned  an  immenfe  fum,  by 
fecailing  out  (hares  of  tickets  that  had 
been  drawn  blmks;  when  out  of  an 
infinite  number  of  halfs,  quarters, 
eighdis,  and  fixteenths,  for  which  he 
had  got  a  large  premium,  only  one 
fifty  pound  prize  came  up,  which  he 
paid  upon  the  inftant  with  great  plea- 
fure. 

All  this  time  I  could  not  hdp  ob- 
fcrving  the  features  of  the  company, 
whofe  looks  were  fo  haggard,  that  they 
ieemed  more  like  infernal  harpies  than 
men :  but  I  foon  accounted  for  this 
particular,  in  jdacing  the  diftortion  of 

their 
2 
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their  vifages  to  their  intenfe  applicatiorrm  on 
to  bufinefs,  and  the  care  that  attends. -t^ 
the  getting  of  money. 

While  I  was  reflefting  on  this  cir-^*^''' 
cumftance,  an  old  fellow  darted  up  with^  ^ 
great  agility,  and  cried  out,  *  You  tall»i  ^ 

*  of  running  the  B n  £a(l-India-  -^' 

*  man  on  fliore.  Gentlemen,  and  it  is  ^^  * 

*  cute  thought,  let  me  tell  you  ;  but  a^^  ^ 
'  you  are  very  fenfible  of  the  incroach-— — 
'  ments  of  the  French  upon  our  Ame 

*  rican  fettlements,    fuppofe  we  fhould-^^ 

*  detach  a  fquadron  of  their  men  ot 

*  war  to  make  a  defcent  upon  the  ifland 

*  of  Antigua  ?  — You  underftand  me— 

*  Don't  you  think   it  might  influence 

*  fome   grand    movements   in   our  fa- 

*  vour  ?  An  advertifement  of  this  na- 

*  ture  conveyed  to  the  printer  of  the 

*  Whitehall  Evening  Poft,  as  a  piece  of 
«  very  private  intelligence    come  over 

*  from  Holland,  would  not  fail  to  take. 

*  I  know  a  perfon   greatly  concerned 

2  *in 
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^in  that  ifland  whom  we  might  dupe 

•  on  this  very  occafion ;  and,  by  G— d, 

•  rU  put  it  in  prafticc/  To  this  they 
all  aiiented  with  great  pleafure,  and 
Jhortly  after  the  company  broke  up, with 
intent  to  meet  the  fame  night  at  Gar- 
rawa/s  for  farther  confultation.  My 
friend  now  took  me  into  his  clofet,  and 
began  thus: 

*  You  fee,  my  dear,  what  advantages 
« rcfult  from  a  young  man,  like  you, 
^  being  introduced  to  an  acquaintance 
•with   people  of  experience.      Thefe 

•  gentlemen    are    all    my    particular 

•  friends ;    they  know  the  world,  un- 

•  derftand  mankind,    and,  through  a 

•  courfe  of  dear-bought  knowledge,  are 

•  enaUed  to  ftand  upon  the  top  of  the 

•  wheel  of  fortune,  and  fnatch  at  every 

•  profpeA  of  advantage  with  a  fare 
^  hand  :     there  being    not   a  man  of 

•  them  but  is  worth  half  a  plumb  at 

•  leaft.— —  Now  my  intention  is  this  : 
*when    you   find   the  Jincn    bufintfs 

Vol.  II.  F  *anfwer, 
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anfwQF,  you  ojBin  now  aod  tiiefi  (asp 
at  a  lucky  brace-of  feoies  in  the  m- 
ture  of  infurance  :  premiums  nownur 
high,  and  money  will  come  in  like 
dirt:  and  then  as  oppomimtiesbfier, 
I  wili  let  you  into  the  nature  of  ftock- 
broking,  that  fa  you  may  a£t  in/ that 
branch  alfo  upon  occafionj  Yot 
know,  it  is  beft  to  have  twofiriiq^sto 
one's  bow  :  and  as  to  the  finifliing- 
ftroke  a  wife,,  let  me  alone  for  that— 
1  have  difpofed  of  youialready  to  the 
beft  advantage  ;  no.lefs  than  a  tweoty 
thoufand  pounder  Til  afliire  you,  and 
the  fweeteft  creature  that  ever  nature 
'  falhioned  in  beauty's  mould.* 

I  was  extravagantly  delighted  with 
all  he  faid,  but  thefe  laft  words  charmed 
me  beyond  expreffion.  I  fell  at  his 
feet  in  extafies,  embraced  his  knees 
with  violent  tranfport,  and  thanked 
heaven  a  thoufand  times  that  had" 
hrown  me  in  the  way  of  fo  worthy  ^ 
man:  begging,  that  as  he  had  aftcdfo 

gracious 
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^cious  a  part  afi^dy  in  relieving  me 
rMn  all  depertdance  on  n^  ^ardiadi^ 
le  would  continue  his  care  in  <he  di^ 
eftion  of  my  future  condudb,  and  allow 
ne  to  call  him  henceforth  by  the  en- 
learing  name  of  uncle.  Having  faid 
his,  I  rofe  up,  my  eyes  fwimming  in 
ears,  and  prefenting  my  ring  wjkich 
lad  coft  me  ten  guineas,  forced  bim, 
ifter  a  deal  of  perfuafion,  to  accept  of 
hat  trifle  as  a  fmall  mark  of  my  un- 
x)unded  gratitude  for  fuch  exceflive 
^bodnefs.  In  a  word,  I  was  fo  taken 
«rith  thefe  inftances  of  his  attach- 
ment, that,  as  foon  as  I  took  my  leave 
if  him,  I  went  into  Cheapfide,  and" 
>ought  a  very  fine  brilliant  at  twenty 
^ineas,  as  a  prefent  to  his  Wife,  Which 
[  found  means  to  compHrtitnt  her  with 
that  very  riight,  under  th^  moft  folemn 
promife  to  keep  it  an  inviolable  fecret, 
for  fome  time,  from  my  dear  friend  her 
iiufband. 

In  a  few  days  I  had  made  fuch  quick 

svork  in  dilpofing  of  my  moveables, 

F  2  that 


J  oo    ^  Ufe  €md  Adventuris 

that  I  txx)k  poflcffion  of  my  new  lodg- 
ings, and  began  to  fancy  tnyfelf  the 
bappieft  man  in  England. 

In  a  fhort  time  I  had  a  fine  pared 
of  Scotch  linens»of  the  beft  manufadure, 
placed  in  my  warehoufe,  to  the  value 
of  five  hundred  pounds,  and  I  b^an 
to  frequent  the  Change  with  a  good 
grace,  where  my  kind  uncle  took  care 
to  furnilh  me  with  cuftomers  enough, 
and  in  three  weeks  time  I  had  diipofed 
of  my  whole  cargo  fbr  ready  money  ^ 
to  a  very  good  account. 

This   beginning    charmed  ,  me  ;    I  ^ 

hugged  myfelf  a  thoufand  times  on  my 

happinefs  in  having  a  friend  (b  expe^ 
rienced  as  my  uncle  was;  and  ac- 
quainted him,  that  I  intended  to  lay  in 
a  fre/h  ftock  to  the  extent  of  eight  hun- 
dred pounds.  He  was  plcalcd  to  com- 
mend this  my  refolution,  which  he  faid 
was  very  commendable  in  a  young  be- 
ginner i  took  notice,  there  was  nothing 
.like  vigour  in  the  profecution  of  any 

one 
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Me  fcheme,  iir  order  to  bring  it  to  bear 
the  more  efieflually ;  and  gave  me  ^ 
detail  of  my  correfpondents  in  the  north, 
to  whom  1.  wrote,  for  the  firft  time,  in 
the  ftmin  of^a  man  perfedly  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  bufinels^ 

While  I  was  waiting  the  return  of  *my 
fecond  cargo,  my  uncle  came  in  one  day 
and  told  me,  that  now  I  had  a  profped  to 
be  employed  between  whiles,  for  that 
he  had  taken  the  opportunity  of  a  Ihip 
that  was  to  be  infured,  to  befpeak  me 
as  one  of  the  fubfcribers ;  that  (he  was 
only  going  to  Holland,  and  the  whole 
fum  no  more  than  five  hundred  pounds, 
one  hundred  of  which  I  might  put  in 
for,  as  the  other  four  were  filled  up ; 
and  that  my  (hare  of  the  premium  would 
be  all  in  my  own  pocket,  there  not  being 
the  leaft  rifque  or  danger  whatfoever.  I 
aflented  to  this  motion  with  vafl  plea- 
fure,  and  afligned  over  one  hundred 
pounds  bank-ftock  as  a  fecurity,  till 
my  credit  fhould  be  a  little  more  efta- 
F  3  blifhed. 
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calooieg;    Spain,  Holland,  South-Ca- 
toiiao*  Turiky,  And  fevcWil  other  pl«Ces, 
will  opc»  tli^  pwrs  to  overwheln\  me 
Witk  tlicitfttt«»-,'ifti«ttrB  ft)r\vhich  I 
W]I4  iendf^wmiuch-cidiiimbdkies  its  (bafl 
not   £ul  to  dear  vat  of  three  or  four 
hundred  per  cent.   I  'will  then  throw  oflF 
Cwiilners :  iw,  \¥hy  ihould  a  mai^  make 
a  ficve  of  himTelf^  finee  all  fMh  is  grafs, 
and  mortalky  bat  a  fpan.    No,  no  \  I 
am  none  of  thofe  ^tacOAfcionaMe  ani'^ 
mals  neither*    In  this  cafe  I  will  (hew 
myfelf  a  reafonable  creature,  and  exhi- 
Vnz  fuch  a  piece  of  felf-denial  as  fhail 
be  -worthy  the  imitation  of  the  whole 
mercantile  world.    Some  few  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  (hall  do  nny  bufinefs, 
and  I  will  (k  down  with  a  contented 
mind  under  all  the  advantages  of  gran- 
deur, riches,  and  pomp,  with  the  new 
purchafed  title  of  Sir  Hamilton  Mur- 
ray, Knight  and  Baronet,  for  which  I 
will  give  the  trifle  of  a  few  thoufand 
pounds. 

F  4  I  had 


u 


bliflieci>  when  he  obferved,  there  would 
be  no  occafion  for  fuch  a  ftep  ^  and  in 
^.  month's  time  I  had  the  pleafore  to 
receive  advice,  that  the  veffel  was  fafely 
arrived  in  port»  which  relieved  me  ftotn 
fome  anxiety  on  that  account* 

By  thii  time  my  fccond  cargoc^ai 
irrived,  which  I  difpofed  of  in  like 
manner  as  the  former  \  and  noW|  in- 
deed, I  began  to  entertain  very  great 
thoughts  of  myfelf,  and  looked  back 
with  contempt  on  my  former  courfe  of 
life,  which  I  \ya3  fully  convinced  would 
have  brought  me  to  ruin  in  a  fhort 
time  :  whereas  now,  thought  I,  I  am 
in  a  fettled  way,  have  the  charafter  erf 
a  thriving  trader,  and  by  and  by  fhall 
experience  to  a  reality  the  farther  pro- 
mifcs  of  my  good  friend  in  regard  to 
the  lady  unknown.-r — Let  me  fee.— » 
If  this  comes  to  bear,  I  will  trade  to 
the  Levant,  have  a  confiderable  cor- 
refpondence  up  the  Straits,  and  be  deeply 
engaged  in  our  Janaaica  and  Virginia 

colo- 
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oolomeft.    Spain,  Holland,  Somh-Ca- 
lolina,  Turiky,  And  fevcWil  other  pliers, 
will  opm  their  poits  to  overwhelm  me 
with  their  ftwes';*  in  wtwh  for  \vhich  I 
wiU  fend  them  Cuch  commodities  fts  (ball 
not  iail  to  dear  tot  of  three  or  four 
hundred  per  cent.   I  "will  then  throw  oflF 
bafioefs :  iw,  Avhy  ihoukl  a  man  make 
a  flave  of  himfelf,  (ince  all  flelh  is  grafs, 
and  mortalicy  bat  a  fpan.    No,  no  ^  I 
am  none  of  thofe  unconfcionaMe  ani* 
mals  neither*    In  this  cafe  I  will  (hew 
myfelf  a  reafonable  creature,  and  exhi- 
bit fuch  a  piece  of  felf-denial  as  fhall 
be  worthy  the  imitation  of  the  whole 
mercantile  world.    Some  few  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  (hall  do  my  bufinefs, 
and  I  will  (it  down  with  a  contented 
mind  under  all  the  advantages  of  gran- 
tor, richer,  and  pomp,  with  the  new 
purchafed  title  of  Sir  Hamilton  Mur- 
ray, Knight  and  Baronet,  for  which  I 
will  give  the  trifle  of  a  few  thoufand 
poimds. 

F  4  I  had 
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I  had  now  entered  into  the  ipirit  tlt^ 
bufinefs  with  vigour,  and  had  got  ug 
feveral  returns  of  linen  from  ScodandJE^^n 
which  I  was  hitherto  fo  lucky  as  to  fellXsIc 
for  ready  money,  and  had  contraAed  s       ^ 
number  of  very  good  acqu^tances^  ^t^^ 
was  well  known  upon  Change,    elpe--^ii  p 
daily  the  Scotch  walk,  where  I  cut  n9tf^K  n 
inconfiderable  figure^  when  myfrieno^'^'n 
gave  me  to  underftand,  that  unlels  I        ^ 
chofe  to  give  credit,    I  Ihould  find  mjc  ^"^'J 
dealings  confined  to  a  very  narrow  com-  .c"^^- 
pafsj   but  by  fo  doing,  I  could  en--^^* 
hance  the  price  of  my  goods  confi — ^^* 
derably,  and  in  cafe  of  an  emergency^  ^^ 
get  my  hills  difcounted  by  any  bankeiJ^ 
in  Lombard  ftreet,  who  would  be  glad^V 
to  fupply  me  on  thefe  occasions,  as  it^ 
was  their  bread.  Although  my  mind  was 
naturally  averfc  to  paper-money  in  ge- 
neral, which  I  could  never  prevail  upon 
myfelf  to  look  upon  in  the  light  of 
good  cafh  \   yet  I  thought  his  rcafons  | 

carried  weight  with  them,   and  I  told 
him,  provided  my  cuftomers  were  what         i 
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is  called  good  men,  or  men  of  fub- 
ilance,  I  was  in  no  mind  to  lofe  a  good* 
ofierfbr  the  trifling  matter  of  a  three* 
months  credit,  or  fd.     This  anfwer  he 
approved  of  greatly,  he  faid,  and  ob- 
ierved  to  me,  that  paper-credit  was  the 
^neat  fupportof  the  nation  at  diis  very/ 
jundhire^ 

It  was  not  Jong  after  this,    that  a^ 
^^cry  flafliy  young  fellow  came  into  my  - 
^arehoule,  and  bargained  for  two  hun- 
dred pounds  worth  of  very  fine  Scotch^ 
Hollands^  which  he  bid  me  make  up 
againft  he  fhould  fend  his  porter,  for. 
them,  and  which  he  would  fHordy  do, 
provided  I  approved  of  his  terms.  *You 
*muft  knowj  Sir,'   faid  hr,   ' that  my- 

*  name  is  Williams,,  and  I  have  the 
^  honour  to  be  acquainted  with  moil: 

*  gentlemen  upon  Change  :   but.  hear- 

*  ing.    Sir,    of  the  infinite  reputation 

*  your  goods  have  to  all  others  in  the 

*  way  of  a  foreign  market,  being  in* 
^timately  acquainted  with  your,  good 

F  5  '  friends 
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*  friend  Mr.     ^  I  have  thoug^^he 

*  proper  to  favour  you  in  this  diftlf.  in- 

*  guifhing  manner,  by  purchafing  yix    -^^ 

*  linen  at  a  fix  months  credit.* 


I  told  him,  I  was  vaftly  indebted  ^ 

him  for  this  peculiar  inftancc  of  his  '  re- 
gard -,  that  I  did  not  at  all  queftion  1  '"^ 
acfquaintance  with  people  of  the  fi^^^^ 
rank  in  the  bufinefe  ;  but,  as  he  wa-  -^•^  ^ 
ftranger  to  me,  I  fliould  be  gjad  if  ^^ 
could  get  fomcbody  whom  1  knew  ^ 

join  in  the  note,  as  I  had  immcdi^^^^ 
occafion  for  money,  and  could  thcnp^-^ 
it  as  current  cafh. 

♦  By  all  means,  my  dear  Sir,'  wpli^^t/ 
the  young  gentleman,  with  a  readin^^ 
that  pleafed  me,  as  I  was  under  foir?^ 
fears  of  having  loft  his  cuftom  by  my 
propolal  J    '  I  approve  vaftly  of  your 

*  prudent  forefight.  Such  exquifite  prc- 

•  caution  in  fo  young  a  man  charms 

•  me,  and  you  cannot  be  too  much  upon 

*  your  guard  in  affairs  of  this  kind : 

*  there 
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^  there  are  numbers  of  (harpers  in  this 
*city,    who  make  it  their  praftice  to 

*  cnfnarc  the  ignorant  and  unwary. 
•But,  Sir,  I  hope  a  farther  acquaint- 
'ance  with  my  circiunftances  and  cha- 

*  rafter  will  convince  you  that  I  am 
*not  of  that  number.     In  the  mean 

*  time  let  the  goods  reft  where  they 
'  are,  and  do  you  be  fo  kind  as  to  call 

*  on  me   to-morrow   morning   at  my 

*  houfe  —  here  is  my  direftion  —  and, 

*  I  doubt  not,  we  fhall  tranfaft  this  af- 

*  fair  to  our   mutual  fatisfaftion.— • 

*  Sir,  I  wifli  you  a  multiplicity  of  hap- 

*  pinels,  and  am^  Sir,  your  very  much 

*  obedient.'  So  faying,  he  went  off  in 
great  ftate,  leaving  me  prepofTefled  not  a 
little  in  his  favour,  and  in  twenty  minds^ 
to  call  him  back  agaia  to  take  the  goods 
on  his  own  terms,  fo  much  had  his 
fupcrabundant  politenefs  gained  upon 
ine« 
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CHAP.     VIII. 

According  to  appointment,   I  attcnr*-*^ 
my  cuftomcr  at   his  own  houfi.—      "***" 
Am  received  in  a  very  Eandlbnr^^^'^ 
manner.  •—  A  friiend  of  his  arrive^^^^^ 
who  difcounts  my  bilFs  with  great— -^'^^ 
pleafurc.  —  He   runs   five  hundrcp'^'^'^ 
pounds  in  my  debt. -^  Puts  me  ol-^^^  ^^ 
with  trifling  evafions,  till  I  expericnc^^^^ 
a  new   fyftem   of  roguery.  —  M]t^^^ 
uncle  turni  out  a  mod  confummats'!^^ 
villain. 


NEXT  mornlhg  I  did  not  fail  tc^:^ 
call  at  the  houfe  of  my  new  cuf- — - 
tomer,  according  to  direction,  and  upoi» 
fending  up  my  name,  was  uihered  Intu 
a  very  grand  parlour,  where  he  loon 
after  waited  upon  me  in  a  rich  brocaded 
night-gown  and  Morocco  flippers.  Not^ 
withfl^uiding  I  had  breakfafted,  he  in- 
fifted  on  my  drinking  a  difli  of  choco- 
late with  fuch  civility  of  argument,  that 

Ik>ok- 
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I  looked  upon  him  as  the  beft  bred 
man  in  the  Univeiie,  and  was  about  to 
firame  fome  excufe  for  my  putting  him 
to  all  this  trouble  for  fuch  a  trifle,  but 
fiill  fome  frefh  inftance  of  his  good  hu- 
mour and  politenefs  prevented  me,  and 
I  flood  contemplating  his  perfections  in 
filent  wonder. 

Having  finifhed  this  repaft  to  our 
mutual  fatisfa£tion,  he  whifpered  a 
jfoung  lad,  who  immediately  went  out, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  returned  again, 
accompanied  by  an  elderly  gentleman 
whom  my  friend  faluted  in  thefe  words: 
^  Your  fervant,  Mr.  Mofes,  I  am  glad 
^  to  iee  you,  and  the  more  fo  (you  muft 
^  excufe  my  freedom)  as  I  fhall  have 
'  occafion  to  infringe  upon  your  friend- 

*  fliip  at  thb  juncture.' 

•  O,  Sir,'  cried  the  new  comer,  *  you 
'  act  extremely  welcome :  command  my 

*  finrices  in  any  refpedb,  at  all  times  and 
at  all  feafons,  and  you  (hall  find  me 

*  ready 
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*  ready  to  obey  your  commands  on  the 

*  leaft  emergency.      If  it  is  m  the  way 

*  of  ca(h,  now,  I  ca»  foit   you  to  a 

*  hair,    as  I  have  been  at  my  banker's 

*  for  feven  hundred  pou4ids  but  this 

*  minute,   and  was  on  my  way  home, 

*  when  your  fervant  faid  you  wanted  to 

*  fpeak  with  me.' 

*  Indeed ! '  fays  my  cuftomcr  with  an 
air  of  pleafing  aftonifliment,  *  can  it 
'  be  poflil.'Ie  ?  was  ever  any  thing  fa 
'  hicky  as  this  occurrence  !  Why,  this 
'  is  aftually  now  the  oddeft  thing  in 

*  nature  !    My  liars  feem  more  than  or- 

*  dinary  kind  to-day  :    firft,  to  honour 
'  me  with  the  company  of  this,  young 

*  gentleman,  for  whom,  you  muft  know, 

*  Mr.  Mofes,   I  have  conceived- a  moft 

*  fingular  efteem  ;    and  thcn^,  to  crown 

*  all,  to  fend  you  in  the  way,  at  a  time 

*  when  I  could  hardly  flatter  myftlf  with 

*  tliat  hnppinefs,   as  Thurfday  is  com- 

*  monly  your  buficft  day  —  You  muft 

*  know  then>   my  dear  friend,  that  ic 

•is 
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*  is  the  article  of  money  I  ftand  moft 

*  in  need  of.     I  have  a  trifling  aflfair 

*  with  this  young  gentleman,  and  as 
<  we  are  as  yet  but  ftrangers,  he  wants  to 
*have  ready  money  direftly,  which  I 

*  greatly    commend    him    for.       Can 

*  you  oblige  me  in  that  article  ?  and  do 

*  you  think  yourfelf  fafe  enough  to  dif- 

*  count  my  bills  ?  * 

At  this  queftion  the  ft  ranger  aflTumed 
a  moft  palTionate  furprife,  pronouncing 
the  words  "  difcount  your  bills!  '*  with 
a  flrong  emphafis  •,  and,  after  having 
obfcrved,  diat  Mr.  Williams's  bills 
were  as  good  as  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land, lugged  out  a  huge  leathern  bag 
from  his  pocket,  and  demandi^d  the  fum. 

*  Only  two  hundred  pounds.  Sir,*  re- 
plied his  friend,  '  and  I  ihall  take  care 

*  to  return  the  favour  moft  kindly/ 
On  which  the  new  comer,  after  fe- 
veral   ejaculations  of   *  difcount   your 

*  bills  !  Mr.  Williams,  do  I  think  my- 
?  fclf  fafe  to  difcount  your  bills  ?   I 

i  *  fliou*dn*t 
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*  iKou*dn*t    have   thought  of  fiich  a 

*  queftion  as  thiSj  truly,  had  I  thought 

*  till  doomfday.'  He  then  told  m 
out  the  money  direftly,  deduftiiig  ban- 
kers intereft  i  and  at  going  away^  told 
his  friend,  that  he  Ihould  adually  expeft 
his  company  the  next  week,  detached 
from  all  bufincfs,  to  fpcnd  a  few  days 
with  him  at  his  feat  near  Weft- Wycomb 
in  Bucks,  where  he  Ihould  have  occa- 
fion  for  his  advice  in  planning  out  feme 
interefting  alterations  in  his  wildcrnefs, 
particularly  a  curious  cold  bath  after 
the  Roman  falhion,  and  a  repeating  fun- 
dial  upon  the  principles  of  Sir  IfaacNew- 
ton's  philofophy. 

Hearing  all  thefe  grand  things,  I 
thought  I  had  committed  a  moft  unpar- 
donable crime,  to  call  the  honour  of  fo 
fine  a  gentleman  inqueftion;  and  be- 
gan to  make  fome  apologies  according- 
ly, but  he  would  not  hear  a  word  more 
upon  that  fubjeft,  and  ftopped  nie  fhort 
with,   *  No  more  of  that,  my  dear  Sir, 

*Ido 


j/*  Hamilton  MuaRAV.  113 

M  do  be&ech  you.   Why,I  fliouldjuft 

*  have  aded  in  the  fame  manner  my- 
•iaf,  and  1  approve  your  precaution 

<  gitady ;  H  is  a  good  fign,  and  proves 
« you  to  be  a  man  c^  bufinefs.  I  (hall 
^  lend  my  porter  for  the  goods  in  fome 
^  five  or  fix  days,  and  do  myfelf  tiie 

*  honour  to  call  upon  you  very  foon/ 

.  I  now  went  home  in  great  fpirits, 
and  findii^  my  uncle  in  the  way,  ^re- 
lattd  the  tranfaftions  of  the  morning, 
and  ihewed  him  the  money;  at  the 
fi^t  of  which  he  teftified  much  plea-' 
iure,  and  obferved  there  was  nothing 
like  the  ready.  ^  But  now,'  lays  he, 
^  you  need  be  under  no  farther  appro- 
^  henfions  as  to  that  quarter^  for  the 

<  gentleman  reaUy  bears  a  very  good 

*  charafter/ 

In  about  fix  weeks  I  was  paid  ano- 
ther vifit  from  the  fame  young  gentle- 
man, who  very  obli^gly  told  me, 
t}iat  be  had  difpofed  of  his  laft  purchafe 

to 
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to  fo  good  account,   thx  he  vat  tt- 
folved  to  venture  a  fccond  time,  bui 
that  they  muft  cotnc  reafonafclc,  as  be  b* 
tcodcd  to  lay  out  one  hundred  poimdi 
mady  money  *  1  was  -^ery  glad  to  hear  of 
this  piece  of  intelligmce,  and  rcfolvkg 
BOt  to  be  out-done  in  geiierafityt  let  to 
have  that  valiie  noc  rouch  above  prioie 
coft,  for  which  I  received  cafti  down 
upon  tlic  nail      I  thoiighc  now  there 
was  no  farther  reafon  for  fuipicion,  and 
accordingly  told  him  at  parting,  that 
if  at  any  time  he  (hould  have  occafion 
for  any  thing  in  my  way,    his  bill  was 
bank- flock,  and  I  fhould  be  extremely 
obliged  for  his^  favours. 

In  confcquence  cf  this  intimation,  he 
foon  after  gave  me  to  underftand,  riiat 
he  had  then  the  greateft  opportunity 
in  the  world  to  difpofe  of  a  parcel  of 
Scotch  Hollands  to  the  amount  of  five 
hundred  pounds ;  but  that  he  fhould  be 
obliged  to  let  flip  the  occafion,  as  he 
was  at  that  junfture  really  out  of  Afh, 

having 


^Hamiltom  Murray.     115 

liaving  been  lately  put  to  great  difburfe- 
xnents  in  repairing  a  fmall  eftate  which 
liad  been  left  him  by  a  relation  on 
Blackhc4th.  Glad  c^  this  opportu- 
nity to  convince  him  oE  my  fincere  de- 
pendance  on  his  honour,  I  told  him,  he 
need  ^ve  htmfelf  no  farther  trouble 
upon  diac  (core,  aa  I  could  juft  then 
iiipply  him  with  the  defired  quantity  § 
and  as  to  ready  money,  it  was  a  matter 
of  indifieitnce  to  me,  as  his  note  was 
as  good  t6  Qie  as  cafh. 

Abundance  of  compliments  pafl&d 
now  on  this  occafion  \  the  epithets  of 
liOROur,  generofity,  difinterefted  attach- 
ment, and  integrity,  were  bandied  about 
like  the  (huttle  of  a  weaver's  loom,  and 
in  the  end  he  condefcended  to  honour 
me  with  this  great  inftance  ef  his  efteem, 
by  taking  to  the  value  of  five  hundred 
pounds  in  the  very  choiceft  affortments 
I  had,  for  which  only  a  few  lines  upon 
paper  figned  by  him,  appeared  fo  high 
an  equivalent  to  me,  that  it  kept  my 

fpirits 
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fptrits  in  3  ftatc  of  rapturous  auluiioti 
for  three  days  afto-. 

Not  long  after  this,    I  happend  to 
have  a  fudden  demand  for  fomc  moneys 
and  taking  my  precious  note  in  my 
pocket,  I  went  to  the  old  gentleman, 
who  had  fo  readily  difcounted  my  firft 
note,  with  a  defire  to  favour  me  in  tiie 
like  manner  a  fecond  time,  as  it  would 
then  oblige  me  exceflively.  He  received 
ire  with  abundance  of  eafy  politencfc ; 
obferved,    he  had  paid  away  eighteen 
hundred  pounds  not  three  hours  before, 
and  was  achially  then  empty-handed  *> 
but  begged  me  to  call  in  five  days,  and 
he  fhould  then  be  in  a  condition  to 
tipply  my  occafions.      This  I  did  not 
fail  to  do,  but  he  was  {till  out  of  caih^ 
and  in  (hort,  after  a  whole  fortnight's 
attendance,  I  found  myfelf  as  nigh  the 
point  as  ever.       Our  d— — n'd  com- 
merce with  France  and  Holland,  he  faid, 
had  drained  the  nation  fo,  that,  for  his 
part,  money  was  fo  fcarce,  he  believed 

it 
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t  had  fled  the  kingdom  :  and  we 
riight  thank  our  vicinity  to  the  ifle  of 
Vian  as  one  caufe  of  this  unaccountable 
carcity  of  current  coin  4  for  what  with 
he  treaibnous  pracUces  of  the  Jews  in 
lipping  and  coining,  and  the  illicit  pro- 
eedings  of  out-lawed  fmugglers,  an 
LngUlh  guinea  would  foon  become  as 
jat  a  rarity  as  conftancy  in  a  whore, 
FT  univerfal  charity  in  a  papift ;  and 
oncluded  with  telling  me,  he  had  not 
hen  twenty  pieces  in  his  hands; 

-Having  ^received  this  anfwer  from 
ny  gentleman  of  Weft-Wycomb  in  co- 
nicatu  Bucks,  I  told  him,  I  was  extreme- 
y  forry  I  had  given  him  and  myfelf  fo 
nuch  unneceflary  trouble,  and  took  my 
cave,  refolving  within  myfelf  to  apply 
o  a  banker  for  the  purpofe,  and  this 
!  did  regularly  from  one  end  of  Lom- 
)ard-ftreet  to  another,  but  none  of  them 
cnew  the  man.  He  might  be  a  per- 
on  of  fome  confideration,  for  what  they 
uieW'Of  the  matter^  but  in  tbefe  cafes 

abfo- 
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cavamf  muft  be  inMcd  od. 
One  of  rtmr  derks  m  paniculir  obfcmd 
wA  1  fitnig,  thftt  he  was  no  ftrait^ 
»  die  htud-vriling,  but  could  nor  fty 
Aar  ewr  he  had  the  honour  to  adi^anct 
iST  iiKHscy  eitbcr  to  the  pnndpal,  or  on 
lis  accoanc  ;  •  though/  contifiucd  he, 

*  we  ftrqucntljr  find  pet>ple  coming  bctt 

*  imh  fuch  things  as  thefe  \  but  the  mis- 

*  fominc  of  it  is,  the  gentleman  Hmfetf 

*  is  h^rdlr  ev^er  to  be  found  beyond  the 

*  purlieus  of  Fleet-ditch.' 

I  had  nothing  to  do  now  but  to  attend 
patiently  the  expiration  of  the  date, 
which  was  no  fooner  come  than  I  wait- 
ed upon  the  gentleman  inperfon,  who 
received  me  in  a  very  polite  manner, 
and  deiired  me  to  do  him  the  favour  to 
call  again  in  eight  days,  when  he  would 
not  toil  to  be  prepared  for  me.  This  I 
did  not  forget  to  do,  when  "  call  again" 
was  lb  11  the  anfwer ;  and  after  three 
weeks  dallying,  I  had  as  little  appear- 
ance of  being  rc-imburfed  as  ever.    I 

acquaint- 


linted  my  untie  ivkh  this  unac- 
Able  proceeding,  "Who  advifed  me 
«ft  him  forrfiwith:.    But  I  was  ttc- 
:Iy  unwilling  to*  affront  a  gentle- 
in  that  manner,  and  withftooid  his 
e  a  whole  month;   when   at  the 
4  that  time,  not  perceiving  myfelf 
nearer  my  money,    I  thought  I 
d  be  wanting  to  my  own  intereff, 
did  not  endeavour  to  recover  my 
!rty  at  any  rate,  and  fo  wa^  con- 
led  to  take  out   a  writ,    but  ac- 
)anied  the  bailifft  to  prevent  their 
ing  thmgs  tb  an  extrcmity, 

lien  we  entered  the  fhcp,  he  took 
otice  of  my  attendants,  otherwife 
by  falutlngus  all  three  in  fo  cour- 
i  a  manner,  that  it  wrung  me  to 
leart  to  be  forced  to  put  in  prac- 
an  aftion  that  I  thought  quite  in- 
ftent  with  the  charader  of  a  man 
onour  to  make  ufc  of  towards  his 
d.  In  order  to  avoid  this  as  much 
)flible,  I  began  to  expariatfe  on  the 

length 
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length  of  tiiiie  his   bUI    had  rcniiiml 
unpaid    fince   the  date  was   expiitd  i 
took  notice  of  the  infinite  prcjudkc  m 
omiflioo  of  that  nature  muft  be  co  a 
trading  tnin,  whol£  fole  credit  depeoiM 
cd  on  a  quick  circulation  of  money  j1 
and  obfenredy  that  I  was  then  came  &» 
demand  a  categorical  anfwei)  and  ici 
cafe  of  ferthcr  equivocations,  to  let  the 
law  take  its  couife,  the  better  to  cfti- 
Hiifh   my   own  emolument.      He  af* 
feftcd  ^reat  furprife  at  this  ufagc,  which 
he   faid    was  adually   very  ungcnted 
treatment ;  and  even  afked  nae  in  fomc 
heat,   if  I  wanted  him  to  go  upon  the 
high¥ray  for  my  paultry  trifle;  adding* 
1  had  better  bjr  half  make  myfelf  cafy, 
for  that  was  not  the  way  to  go  to  wodci 
he  could  afllire  me. 

This  manner  of  delivery  I  thought  To 
unfuitable  to  my  generous  forbearancci 
and  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  be* 
tween  us,  that  I  took  £re  in  my  turn, 
and  deiired  the  officers  to  do  their  duty; 
2  but 
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3Ut  i  was  not  a  little  confounded,  when 
upon  his  producing  a  kind  of  printed 
artificate,  they  gave  me  to  underftand, 
they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  gentle- 
man, as  he  was  then  within  the  liberties 
of  the  Fleet,  and  had  been  a  prifoner  in 
Ludgate  for  fome  time. 

In  a  tranfport  of  raging  madnefs  I 
went  home  to  acquaint  my  uncle  with 
the  particulars  of  this  melancholy  af- 
fair, who,  poor  gentleman,  was  as  much 
dejeded  at  it  as  I  could  be,  every  now 
and  then  crying  out  in  a  tone  of  inex- 
prcffible  aftonifhment,    '  Good   God ! 

•  Mr.  Williams  in  trouble !  Poor  man  ! 

•  His  integrity  has  undone  him.      My 

•  ftars,  who  would  have  thought  it !  * 
Then  lifting  up   his  hands  and  eyes, 

*  Heavens !  *  faid  he,  *  if  fuch  virtue, 
«  fuch  exalted  honefty  and  candour  meet 

•  with  this  wayward  fate,    what  mull 

*  the  generality  of  mankind  expeA  in 

*  the  long  run !    For  my  part,  I  begin 

*  to  be  weary  of  the  world  5  and  two  or 

Vol.  II.  G  *  three 
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^  three  more  fuch  inftances  of  this  u- 
^  ture  will  make  me  retire  from  bufi- 
•  nefs  in  good  earneft/ 

Whch  Ke  had  paid  this  tribute  of  if* 
fe^flion  to  the  diftrellcs  of  his  affii&d 
friend,  he  endeavoured  to  reafoft  mt 
into  a  ftateof  refignation  to  my  fatc^by 
recounting  the  many  lofles  and  croffes 
he  himfelf  had  met  with  in  the  courfe 
of  his  dealings,  but  obferved,  that  theft 
things  did  not  always  happen,  as  God 
forbid  they  fhould  ;  and  there  was  ftifl 
a  profpeft  of  a  dividend.  With  this 
meagre  confolation  I  was  obliged  to  be 
content,  and  by  the  advice  of  my  unde 
turned  my  mind  intirely  to  bufinefs^ 
with  intent  to  remedy  fo  fatal  an  incon- 
venience as  foon  as  pofTible.  Accord- 
ingly I  dealt  largely  in  infurances,  not 
only  of  fhips,  but  alfo  of  private  goodsj 
and  by  the  returns  I  received,  and  fuc- 
cefs  I  met  with,  had  no  reafon  to  com- 
plain that  my  induftry  was  unrewarded. 


In 
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In  this  manner  I  went  on,  when  one 
day  my  uncle  brought  me  word,   that 
i  nMght  make  a  good  round  fum  by 
joining  in  with  fome  men  of  eilabliihe4 
credit  in  the  infurance  of  a  new  (hip 
houxl  to  Virginia ;  that  my  fhare  would 
anoouDt  to  five  hundred  pounds ;  which^ 
as  there  would  be  no  prefent  exaftion 
of  caiht  would  be  a  means  of  putting 
a  good  fum  in  my  pocket ;    and  then 
aflcod  oie  what  I  thought.    I  told  htm» 
that  I  would  be  wholly  r^ulated  by 
]us  advice  in  this,  as  in  every  other  ar- 
ticle;   and   gave  my  confent  to   his 
pit^fid  with  great  readinefs.      But 
luaacy  itfelf  cannot  difplay  the  ravings 
0f  my  foul,  when  about  a  month  after, 
he  gave  me  to  underfland,  that  the  fhip 
had  been  run  aihore  upon  the  coafl  of 
Ireland,  and  Hove  in  a  thoufand  pieces. 
At  this  woeful  intelligence  the  faculties 
of  my  underftanding  relaxed  apace.    I 
bqgan  to  Tee  ten  thoufand  horrible  phan- 
toms of  want,  ruin,  beggary  and  de- 
ftruAion,    prefent  themfelves    to  my 
G  2  gloomy 
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gloomy  imagination  in  alternate  viciffi- 
tudes,  and  all  my  gay  delufions  of  joys?       | 
honours,  riches,   and  pomp,  depart  as 
a  fhadow,  and  vanifh  like  fmokc. 

Upon  inquiring  into  the  particular* 
of  this  fliipwreck,  we  found  it  but  tO^ 
true,  tho'  not  without  fufpicion  of  foi^ 
play  in  the  captain,  as  it  happened  in  ^ 
place  quite  clear  of  bad  ground,  and  \t^ 
a  night  that  was  none  of  the  moft  boif-"^^ 
terous  •,  but  as  this  fcheme  had  been^ 
conduced  with  too  much  policy  to  bc^ 
in  danger  of  a  difcovery,  at  lead  for  that  ^ 
time,    we  were  obliged  to  difburfe  the 
whole  infurance,  which  amounted  to  a 
very  confiderable  fum,   there  being  fc- 
veral    concerned    in    the    fubfcription. 
though  I   afterwards  difcovered,   that 
the  captain  had  effefted  this  notable  ex- 
l^loic,   aiid   blinded  the  whole  crew  by 
clapping  a  large  piece  of  iron  privately 
in  the  binnacle,  which  had  drawn  the 
compafs  many  points  northward  of  its 
natural  pofition,  by  which  means,  whik 

the 
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the  fhip's  company  thought  they  were 
fleering  away  due  weft  to  clear  the  land's 
end,  their  true  courfe,  they  were  led  up 
into  St.  George's  channel,  and  being 
too  thick  weather  to  find  out  the  plot 
by  an  obfervation,  he  had  managed  his 
cards  fo  (lily  as  to  run  her  afhore  with- 
out endangering  their  lives  near  Wex- 
ford. 

This  fatal  lofs  determined  me  to  lay 
afide  all  farther  traffick  of  any  fort  in 
which  I  had  been  all  along  fo  unfuc* 
cefsful,  not  a  little  grieved,  that,  fince 
I  muft  be  ruined,  it  had  not  been  in  my 
former  pleafurable  way,  rather  than  by 
the  machinations  of  a  fet  of  men, 
who  were  a  difgrace  to  humanity  ;  for 
that  my  kind,  indulgent,  and  adopted 
uncle  was  a  mod  infernal  villain,  I  had 
foon  reafon  to  experience,  when  one 
day  I  found  the  following  extraordi- 
nary epiftle,  which  he  accidentally  dropt 
in  pulling  out  his  handkerchief,  and 
G  3  which 
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which  I  percdved  he  had  received  ftom 
my  guardian's  fon  in  Scotland. 

'  Dear  Sir, 

*  T  Am  extravagantly  glad  to  hear  that 

*  X  your  views,  in  regard  to  your  linen- 

*  trader  Murray,   have  been  crowned 

*  with  the  fuccefs  which  feldom  fails 

*  to  attend  any  well  concerted  fcheme. 

*  Mr,  Williams  aftcd  the  Fleet- merchant 

*  to  admiration,  and  the  article  of  dif- 

*  counting  his  firft  bill  took  eflfWtually, 

*  But  this  laft  ftroke  to  difpofc  of  the 

*  Charming  Peggy  to  fo  good  account 

*  tranfports  me.     She  was  but  a  rotten 

*  hulk  at  beft ;  and  I  am  rcjoyccd  that 

*  the  affair  proceeded  with  fuch  excellent 

*  precaution.     My  poor  father  is  very 

*  much  indifpofed  of  late,  and,  what  is 

*  fomething  extraordinary^    begins  to 

*  feel  feme  qualms  of  confcience  with 

*  refped  to  the  circumftancc  in  hand. 

*  He  raves  inceffantly  of  accounts,  b»* 

^  lances^ 
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lances,  ^d  bis  h&  home ;  and  if  he 
is  fuficred  to  rcqiain  long  in  this  way 
of  thinking,  I  am  u^ider  fome  appre- 
henfions  he  will  be  fo  fopli|h  as  to 
make  the  puppy  a  full  rcftitwtion; 
tho*  rather  than  h?  fhpuld  difgrace  ua 
all  by  an  aflion  of  that  nature,  I  will 
at  all  events  have  him  brought  in  as 
a  hinatick^  though  he  is  my  parent : 
however,  for  his  own  eafe  ^d  all  our 
quiet,  I  coi)Id  wilh  he  W4S  well  with 
his  fathers.  I  am,  in  conjunflion 
with  your  good  friend  Dr.  R — — 1, 

•  endeavouring  all  I  can  to  convince 
'  him,  that  thefe  trifling  fymptoms  of 
'  lownefs  are  nothing  elfe  but  the  na- 

'  tural  efFefts  of  a  violent  relaxation  of 
^  nerves^  brought  on  by  a  bodily  weak- 
'  nefs  and  infirmity.  He  bites  at  this 
^  plaufible  ftory,  and  I  am  in  hopes  his 

•  folly  will  proceed  no  farther.  In  ex- 
'  pj5(5tation  of  hparing  from  you  foon 

•  as  being  fafely  arrived  th?  other  fide 
^  of  the  watpr,  I  remain 

«  Yours,* 
G  4  At 
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At  the  reading  this  infernal  letter  m| 
foul  was  ftupified  with  horror*  Though 
it  was  not  figacd  with  his  name»  I  nc- 
verthekfs  knew  it  at  firft  fight  to  pru- 
ceed  from  my  uncle's  fon  in  Scotlandi 
and  the  old  fellow's  fears  of  a  future 
reckoning  aifgrdcd  mt  but  a  very  paultry 
comfort,  fmcc,  even  was  he  difpofed 
to  do  me  juflice,   thU  unnatural  villaifl 
would  take  care  to  fruftrate  his  inten- 
tions.     I  iikewife   found,    to  my  in- 
finite confufion,  that  the  ftock-brokcr, 
and  this  limb  of  the  law,  had  been  con- 
cerned  together  in  an  old  crazy  fhip 
which  on  this  occafion  they  had  trump- 
ed up  with  new  paintings,   and  an  al- 
tered name,  in  order  to  infure  her  at  a 
high  price,  and  then  run  her  on  ihorc 
with  defign.    But  what  grieved  me  moft 
of  all  was,    that  the  flock-broker  pcr- 
fuaded  me  to  make  up  matters  with  the 
young  fellow  of  Fleet-ftreet,  and  give 
him  a  clear  difcharge  for  a  mere  trifle, 
on  the  fuppofition  that  fomething  was 

better 
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better  than  nothing ;  and  what  fignified 
opprefling  a  miferable  man. 

I  was  reflefting  on  thefe  things  with 
grief,  anger,  aftonifhment,  and  defpair, 
when  one  of  the  (lock- broker's  daugh- 
ters, a  young  girl  of  nine  years  of  age, 
came  haftiJy  into  the  room, and  fnatched 
the  letter  out  of  my  hand,  which  fhc 
ran  off  with  before  I  had  time  to  re- 
colleft  myfelf  fo  far  as  to  entertain  the 
Icaft  thought  to  regain  it.  When  I 
had  recovered  myfelf  from  the  confu- 
fion  this  aflion  had  thrown  me  into,  I 
eafily  conjeftured,  that  upon  milTing  it 
they  had  fallen  upon  this  method  to  get 
it  back  again,  for  I  was  in  too  much 
agitation  during  the  perufal  to  obfervc 
who  was  near  me.  - 

Struck  with  this  glaring  inftance  of 
audacity,  I  fought  my  infernal  uncle  out 
with  great  diligt^nce,  in  order  to  come  to 
an  explanation  with  regard  to  his  unpre- 
cedented behaviour;  but  was  furprifed  to 
G  5  find 
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ligence,  as  I  ha 
be,   by  their  a 
<hanider  for  a 
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CHAR      IX. 

I  pre^nt  a  young  woman  from  fui* 
ddc— Carry  her  home  to  my  lodg- 
ings, and  make  an  interefting  dif* 
covcry. 

IT  was  not  long  after  this  melan- 
choly redii6tion  of  my  fortune,  when 
one  night,  pretty  late,  taking  a  turn  in 
King's-bench  walks,  Middle-Temple, 
I  (pied  a  young  woman  a  little  before 
me,  meanly  habited,  whom  I  imagined 
to  be  a  girl  of  the  town.  As  I  had 
fuffered  fufficiently  by  that  fpecies  of 
women  already,  I  was  palling  on  with- 
out taking .  any  farther  notice  of  her, 
when  fhe  flruck  her  breaft  in  great  ago- 
ny, and  afluming  an  accent  of  melan- 
choly defpair,  pronounced  thefe  lines 
with  a  voice  interrupted  with  fobs^ 

**  Eternity,  without  a  fhore, 

**  Where  ever  fiery  billows  roar !  '* 

Seeing 


^ 


SeeiDg  hs  in  duis  mood,  I  vai  at  a 
lo6  tD  diftiDgailhf  wbetber  It  wis  all 
grimjce,  in  onkr  to  move  mj  p^ 
m  chiog  wry  frequeot 
>  c£  tbe  towft ;  or  die  ttfuliof 
OGcafioQcd  bf  rcfle^icg  on 
her  vkfced  lifit,  «id  prefcnt  mikry.  M 
vben  I  dsdcrrod  her  to  move  on  £0- 
wanis  the  rfvrr  in  die  litmcf:  diflrac- 
txxL,  i  began  to  lancy  the  afiair  was 
much  rr.cnf  ferious  than  at  firft  I  had 
iir,ig:.-ed.  On  this  I  refolved  to  watch 
hzz  motions,  and  if  I  found  fhe  in- 
t^r-c-cd  to  make  any  attempt  upon  her 
lire,  I  would  then  prevent  her  rafli  dc- 
t^.,  er.d>^vour  to  realbn  her  into  a 
i::c?e  religious  way  of  thinking,  and 
sjTcrd  her  ail  me  afliftance  in  my  power. 

Bt  this  rixe  Ihe  had  got  up  dofe  to 


t>^ 


up 


:>.e  will  that  fronts  the  river,  which  fti^ 
aiVrr.vi:  .1  \v::h  e,\:raord:nar\'  commotion, 
ar.vi  ^-:-::r:g  \izon  the  moon,  which  then 
c..\\^yeJ  a  f^int  luirre  through  the 
o:x*.:wu  clvw-vis,  U'^an  a  fl^ort  pny^^** 

or 
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or  foliloquy,  at  the  end  of  which  (he 
broke  out  in  this  manner : 

**  And  if  thou  wilt,  O  my  Creator ! 
**  gracioufly  vouchfafe  to  lend  a  pity- 
•*  ing  ear  to  the  laft  prayer  of  a  dying 
•'  finner,  forgive,  O !  forgive  the  dear 
**  youth  that  firft  fcduced  my  virgin 
**  heart  to  fin,  and  let  him  never  hear 
**  of  the  wretched  fate  of  his  poor 
*•  Sukey,  left  his  generous  heart  be 
**  torn  with  anguifh,  and  in  an  agony 
"  of  defpair,  he  follow  me  to  my  long 
«*  home." 

As  ftie  fpoke  thefe  laft  words,  (lie 
flung  hcrfelf  off  the  wall,  and  had  I 
not  on  the  inttant  laid  hold  on  the  back- 
part  of  her  garments  and  ftopped  her 
fall,  (he  would  certainly  have  dafhed 
"her  brains  out  againft  a  lighter  juft  un- 
derneath, which,  in  the  agony  of  her 
foul,  fhe  never  once  perceived,  as  alfo 
that  it  was  then  low  water. 

Having 
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Having  cflfea^d  this  chariuble  adion, 
I  turned  to  b€r»  and  began  to  talk  to 
her  in  a  ftrain^  that  I  imagined  fnitablc 
to  the  foiemnity  oi  the  cx:cafion  \  fof 
the  rfiougbts  that  a  fellow-CKafJfc 
fliould  be  drove  to  that  diftrets,  a^  ^ 
attempt  her  own  life,  had  wrougk  a 
ftrang^  effctt  on  me. 

*  What  bold  wretch  art  thou,'  faid  1, 

*  that  thus  dares  to  provoke  the  ven- 

*  geance  of  an  almighty  and  incenfed 

*  Being,  by  quitting  this  thyftation,  be- 

*  fore  he,  in  his  infinite  wifdom,  has 
'thought  proper  to  call  thee  hence? 
'  Had  it  not  been  his  great  mercy  that 

*  fent  me  to  prevent  thy  everlafting 
^  ruin,  thou  hadft  perhaps,  by  this  time, 

*  been  beyond  a  mortal  exiftence,  aad 
'  experiencing,  to  thine  eternal  horror, 

*  what  it  is  to  commit  an  adion,  for 

*  which  there  can  be  no  hope  of  par- 
'  don,  as  the  deed  itfelf  exempts  thee 

'  from  all  repentance. What !    to 

'  prefume  to  rufh  into  the  prefence  of 

*  the 
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*  the  Almighty  with  all  thy  fins  about 
•thee,  before  whom  the  very  heavens 

*  are  not  holy,  and  the  angels  them- 

*  lelves  are  unclean  !    God,  of  his  infi- 

*  nite  mercy,  defend  us  from  it !  *  . 

Perceiving  thefe  words  had  their  due 
efieft,  I  went  on  :     *  But  come,   my 

*  child,    chear  up  !    thou  mayft  now 

*  fee  he  has  not  altogether  forfaken 
^  thee,  fince  he  has  not  permitted  thee 

*  to  accomplifh  thy  deteftable  purpofe. 

*  Follow  me !    and  I  will  endeavour  to 

*  provide  for  you  for  the  future.'  She 
did  (o  with  trembling  and  fear,  blefling 
God  all  the  way,  whohadfentme  to 
her  afliftance,  at  a  time  when  her  better 
realbn  was  overpowered  by  afflictions 
too  hard  for  flefh  and  blood  to  bear. 

When  I  got  her  into  my  chambers, 
I  made  her  drink  a  few  glafles  of  wine, 
and  to  my  great  joy  perceived  (he  re- 
covered her  fpirits  apace,  and,  fetting 
afide  her  prcfent  wretched  attire  and 

meagre 


I 
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meagre  looks,  0ic  had  ftiU  the  remains 
of  a  very  stgrcc«ible  perfon,  and  was 
i^khal  cxtrcmclj  young. 

As  ^pon  %  little  mQvr  converfatiofi, 

I  thoughi  \\tt  siccint  bordered  nor[h 

of  the  Twctd^    1  tiiuk  Qccafion  to  in* 

.  quire  from  wlut  part  uf  Scotland  ftc 

c^fnei  but  fhe  bad  jio  looner  mcnticned 

F^— t* n»    than    I   found  mylilf 

ftmngclv    igirated. 

I  erairii::cd   her  face  Vviih  the  mod 


eaeer  r.tici 


and,    notwithficinding 


the  I!-.  ri.LlV  aLer^icion  her  n^iistorrunes 
had  ocv.aLO':ev!.  icon  recollcdcci,  in  the 
perfon  of  iry  ccr/panion,  the  very  indi- 
vidual fean.resof  my  firft  love  Sukey. 
At  rhi.-  intirefiing  difcovcry,  my  foul 
was  ovcTpov. cTC'J  with  floods  of  joy 
and  f  iroNV  :  joy  at  tlius  unexpidedly 
meeiincr  \,\^\i  the  v.onian  I  had  fo  d^Mf- 
iy  loved  ;  and  for/ow  at  feeing  her  in 
fuch  v/retchcd  and  melancholy  ci:cum- 
ftances. 

*' And 
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«*  And  art  thou  then/  faid  I,  hugging 
her  poor  afflidbed  breaft  to  my  bofom, 
««  art  thou  then,  my  dear,  my  long 
**  loft  Sukey,  whofe  beauteous  eyes  firft 
**  taught  me  to  love,  whofe  endearing 
**  converfation  firft  filled  my  youthful - 
«•  heart  with  rapture,  who  {o  often  led 
**  me  on  to  tafte  the  fweets  of  beauty, 
•«  and  experience  the  joys  of  paradife  ? 
*•  And  can  I  fee  thee  thus,  and  know 
"  myfelf  the  wretched  caufe  of  all, 
«*  without  being  overwhelmed  with  tor* 
•«  rents  of  anguifli,  and  filled  with  the 
**  remorfcof  a  deteftable  murderer  ?  '* 

The  poor  girl,  who  little  imagined 
my  difcovery  of  her  would  be  accom- 
panied with  fuch  tendernefs,  was  unable 
to  conceal  her  emotions  on  this  occa- 
fion.  She  fell  at  my  feet,  and  em- 
bracing my  knees  with  tranfport,  "  For- 
♦*  bear,  my  dear  Hamilton,"  cried  fhe, 
••  thus  to  load  a  wretch  with  your  kind- 
*•  nefs,  who  has  rendered  herfelf  un- 
*^  worthy  of  your  Icaft  regard  :    nor 

"  accufc 
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"  accufc  yourfelf  of  bting  ihe  caufcof 
**  thai  ruin,  which  my  owa  d^vi^tioii 
"  from  the  paths  of  virtue  has  plunged 
♦*  me  into.--  Alas !  had  I  nothing  \m 
•*  my  firft  tranfgre01on  to  account  fof, 
**  1  fliould  not  dcferve  this  conipaffiozi  j 
**  in  what  light  then  can  you  view  me* 
**  when  I  mull  inform  you>  that  your 
•'  tender  (left  is  laviflied  uppfi  ^  vile  arid 
**  moft  forlorn  proftitute  ?"  -—Htfe  ibt 
ftopt.  Grief,  ftiame  apd  remorfe  pre* 
vented  farther  utterance  -,  and  had  not 
a  kindly  flood  of  tears  found  a  paffage 
at  her  eyes,  fhe  certainly  would  have 
fainted. 

Though  thefe  words  fhocked  m^ 
greatly,  yet  I  could  not  help  feeling  a 
renewal  of  all  my  former  affedion  for 
her ;  my  foul  was  melted  into  pity  at 
her  diftrefsful  condition,  and,  in  the  con- 
fideration  that  her  love  to  me  had  bcea 
the  caufe  of  her  flying  her  country,  and 
all  her  fubfequent  afiiiftions,  I  bleflfed 
the   time    that  put   it    in  my  power 

to 
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to  ouucc  her  s  fcpmtion  xor  the  mi* 
ftrki  ihe  had  tmdtrgone.  Full  of  this 
pleafingthooght,  Ikmdly  wipedofTthe 
tears  that  cofnoufly  diftilled  from  her 
fimowful  eyes,  and  preffing  her  to  my 
bofiniiy  ^  Have  thefe  lovely  breafts^* 
cried  I,  ^*  whole  riiing  dawn  once 
^  charmed  my.fbul  to  extafy,  and  thefe 
^deUcate  arms^  which  have  many  a 
^  time  endrcled  me  in  the  folds  of  love, 
^  become  a  pillaw  for  pollution,  and 
<*  as  wretched  incentives  to  aged  lull^ 
^Shall  thefe  lovely  hands,  which  t 
^  haveib  often  kifled  with  tranfport,  be 
^Mong^r  ibmployed  in  receiving  the 
•«  price  of  proftitution  ?  No,  my  deareft 
^  Kfe,  my  foul's  delight,  and  pleafure 
^  of  my  eyes,  it  muft  not  be.  Sooner 
^  Ihall  heaven  forget  to  reward  its  vo- 
••  taries,  while  it  crowns  the  wicked 
^  with  the  choiceft  gifts  of  immorta- 
^  lity,  than  my  Sukey  (hall  longer  be 
^*  a  reproach  to  her  fex,  or  a  baneful 
^  objeft  to  the  fevcrefl  virtue.  Speak, 
^  dum  lovely  partner,  of  my  priiline 

«  pica- 


I 
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**  pleafures,  canft  thou  forgive  the  man 
"  who  has  been  the  author  of  this  thy 
**  ruin,  ^ho  has  plunged  thee  into  fed 
*^  intoltTable  Icenes  of  woe  ?  and  I  will 
*^  in  return  for  fuch  unmerited  good- 
*'  nefs,  make  thee  all  the  recompence 
**  in  my  power,  by  fharing  my  perlon 
**  and  fonune  with  thee  to  the  uttcr- 
"  moit.  Yes,  I  am  both  able  and 
**  willing  to  alleviate  thy  diflrrcfi  \  70a 
''  Qiall  ftill  be  the  fame  kind,  generous, 
**  difintercfted  girl  in  my  eye  as  ever; 
**  and  v/hen  I  forget  the  lead  of  thefe 
*^  my  promifes,  may  heaven  forfake  me 
**  as  the  vileft  of  monfters." 

Having  thus  given  vent  to  the  feelings 
of  my  foul,  Ihe  fell  at  my  feet,  an<J 
clafping  my  knees  with  extafy,  *'0! 
"  why  will  you,  my  dear  Sir,'  cried 
fhe,  "  perfift  to  accufe  yourfeff  with 
*'  being  the  caufe  of  that  diftrefs  which 
*'  my  own  follies  have  involved  me? 
^*  you  are  extravagantly  kind  in  thus 
^*  fympathizing  with  my  deplorable  fi- 

**  tuation : 
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^*  tuation  :  but  if  you  will  be  fo  good  as 
•*  to  relieve  me  from  this  impending 
•Vruin,  and  thefe  fcenes  of  deftruftion, 
•*  which  arc  obnoxious  to  my  foul,  I 
••  will,  by  my  future  life,  endeavour  to 
^  wipe  away  the  ftains  of  my  ill-fpent 
**  time,  and  by  waiting  upon  you  in  the 
*•  chara&er  of  a  moft  lowly  flave,  make 
*«  all  the  recompence  in  my  power  for 
•*  this  unparalleled  goodnefs  to  the 
•*  meancft  of  wretches.*' 

She  then  told  me,  that  Ihe  had  no 
fooner  entered  the  room  than  flie  knew 
me,  and  had  taken  the  opportunity  of 
my  afking  her  what  country  -  woman 
flie  was,  to  mention  the  very  place  which 
flie  thought  might  awaken  my  remem- 
brance of  her,  and  that  it  was  with  the 
utmoft  joy  (he  found  I  did  not  defpife 
or  loath  her  upon  a  difcovery. 

Inexpreffible  was  the  pleafure  I  con- 
ceived at  thus  meeting  with  the  only 

woman 


t 
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viomzxi  in  the  world  I  had  ever  loved  \ 
but  ten  times  more  &>  at  finding  her,  after 
all  Ihe  had  undergone,  very  little  tainted 
ivith  the  vices  of  her  accurfed  profef* 
fion ;  fo  that,  being  of  a  very  anticipat* 
ing  imagination,  I  began  to  chalk  out 
profpefbs  of  future  happinefs  in  her 
company,  the  very  idea  of  which  dilated 
my  foul  with  cxtafy. 

As  this  encounter  had  difpelled  all 
thoughts  of  fleep,  I  begged  her  to  relate 
the  occurrences  of  her  life  fmce  our 
parting,  on  which  flie  gave  me  the  fol- 
lowing account. 


CHAP. 
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The  Swty  of 
Mifs  SuKEY  Pattersok. 

ty'OtJ  may  remember,  my  dear  H«- 
I  ihilron,  faid  Ihe,  diat  a  little  be* 

a*  f  oti  left  If r — ^n,  one  cf  the 

laSds  had  fomehdw  difcovered  our  cor* 
rfytmdeiKt\  the  quarrel  you  Imd  witii 
er  thit  mbming  of  your  elopement, 
ad  incenfed  her  beyond  all  bounds  of 
:ftraint,  fo  that  you  were  no  fooner 
tiaSing,  than  fhe  ran  to  my  uncle,  and 
Ifcovcred  her  knowledge  of  our  inti- 
macy, taking  care  to  interlard  hernar^ 
ttt6n  with  many  aggravating  circum- 
ttnces,  which  her  own  malicious  fancy 
afily  fuggefted  on  the  occafion.  This 
fas  enough  to  fet  a  man  of  his  temper 
nad.  Accordingly  he  was  enn^ed  be- 
tmd  bounds  at  the  bare  thoughts  of 
bch  an  indignity  offered  to  a  branch  of 
us  family,  and  more  efpecially  when 
2  Ihe 
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fhe  informed  hinij  that  the  late  difafters 
he  had  met  with,  were  owing  to  you, 
and  not  to  fupernatural  caufes,  as  he 
had  hitherto  imagined. 


Incenfed  beyond  meafure  at  this  dif- 
covery,  he  flew  all  over  the  houfe  wttl 
the  rage  of  a  Bedlamite  in  fearch  of  me 
and  happy  was  it  for  me  at  that  junc— 
turt,  that  I  was  not  at  home^  but  hai 
gone  over  the  way  to  farmer  Johnfon's, 
to  fpend  the  evening  with  his  daughter 
Polly. 

It  was  not  long  before  I  was  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  the  particulars 
of  my  wretched  fituation  :  for  my  re- 
vengeful rival,  for  fuch  I  afterwards  dif- 
covered  her  to  be,having  found  out  where 
I  was  gone  to,  came  over,  and  without 
mentioning  a  word  of  the  matter,  toJd 
me  that  my  aunt  wanted  me  immediate- 
ly to  make  up  fome  linen  in  all  hafle 
againft  the  next  day.      But  I  had  m 

fooner 


[- 

% 
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boner  entered  within  doors,  than  my 
ancle  faluted  me  with  thefe  words  : 


c 


Well,    my  pretty  little  modefty, 

Where's  your  paramour  ?   I'll  warrant 

you'll  be  in  a  fad  taking  when  you 

hear  he's  gone  oflf,  and  left  you,  for  a 

brazen  flut  as  you  are,  to  account  to 

the  pariih  for  your  notable  exploits. 

But,  you  fcandalous  hufley,  you  (han't 

ftay  another  hour  under  my  roof :  no, 

not  if  the  god  Plutus  (hould  intercede 

for  your  refidence,   and  bribe  me  to 

a  compliance  in  a  (hower  of  gold. 

Henceforth  my  hofpi table  doors  fliall 

rather  be  open  to  the  midnight-mur- 

^derer,    than  afford  a  fhelter  to  one 

'  who  has  thus  meanly  truckled  to  the 

lafcivious  delufions  of  a  beardlefs  boy, 

'  and  made  a  facrifice  of  that  honour 

'  to  his   wanton    inclinations,    which 

ought  to  have  been  the  more  inviolably 

'  prcfervcd,  as  you  had  the  immenfe 

^  liappinefs  of  being  allied  to  the  an- 

*  ticnt  race  of  F — b— 5,  a  family  that  in 

Vol.  II.  H  'all 
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•  all  the  aniiftls  of  hiftory  have  ncfW 

*  once  been  found  to  deviate  fn/m  the 

*  ftrifteft  principles  of  virtue  for  a  thou- 

*  fand  centuries.     But  it  is  now  gone 

•  for  ever,  and  all  my  future  profpcfti 

*  in  regard  to  thee  are  vanilhed.    Ya, 
<  my  refolution  is  fixt  as  fate,  and  my 

•  purpofe  more  immoveable  than  the 

•  pillars  of  Hercules. 

<  Chain'd  on  a  barren  rock,  a  thoafand  kneei 
«  Ten  tboufand  years  imploring,  fhoa'da't 

*  My  (leady,  fixt,  and  unrelenting  ibiil» 

•  To  look  which  way  you  was.* 


Having  uttered  this  ftring  of  inco- 
herencies  in  the  ftile  of  an  incenfed  pe- 
dant,   he  bid  me  be  gone  inftantly; 

*  For  if,*  faid  he,   *  another  hour  your 

*  loathed  carcafe  fhould  be  found  to 

*  harbour  within  the  portal  of  my  gates, 
I  will  annihilate  the  nothingnels  (d 

*  your  foul's  body,  and  give  yourpol- 

*  Kited  coarfe  as  a  prey  to  the  birds  of 


C 
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He  had  no  fooner  exprefled  himfelf 
in  this  extravagant  manner,  than  he 
went  out  in  great  fury,  and  left  me  fo 
ihocked  at  his  barbarous  treatment,  that, 
together  with  the  news  of  your  ftill 
more  barbaroufly  leaving  me,  the  pains 
(^child-birth  feized  me,  and  his  eyes 
and  ears  were  foon  faluted  with  a  living 
ceftimony  of  my  difgrace  and  fhame. 

This  unwelcome  fight  overpowered 
his  reafon  intirely :  he  threw  himfelf 
about  the  room  in  the  moft  frantick 
attitudes  of  lunacy  ;  and  had  not  my 
good  aunt  interpofed,  by  reprefenting 
the  wickednefs  of  expofing  a  perfon  in 
my  condition  to  the  cold  air,  and  the 
tefledlions  that  fuch  a  piece  of  cruelty 
would  wound  his  reputation  in  cafe  of 
my  dying  abroad,  he  would  aftually 
hare  turned  both  me  and  the  new-  born 
babe  out  of  doors,  as  vidims  to  his 
barbarous  refentment. 

H  2  After 


^LifimdJihmturti 


vould 


nwcr 


^a 


tibkt  £s  I  liad 
even  ta  coine  inio 
W2S  iKi  Ibono'  in  I 
.  te  go  abmad,  chin  he  lent 
ke  m  prepifc  co  m^ke  an  ae-  ^ 
:  Ibr  my  criines  by  doing  publk 
Jt  churcii  die  norc  Sunday  in 
fick-dodi^  aftrr  vhkh  hewoulilftmi 
ursc  afid  my  child  both  down  to  mf 
fr;«ercs  in  the  north,  and  rid  his  eyes 
frco:  erccunicrlng  fo  hcrrid  a  monfter. 
B-:  is  ih*s  ^vis  a  circumftance  I  was 
't:-^  7.0  TT.zirji  cifpofed  to  comply  with, 
I  cvc.-i  rcfclved  :o  qi:it  his  houfc  intirely, 
2r.i  ::uir  my  fell  to  the  direction  of  Pro- 
v:icnc;f,  rither  than  longer  be  fub- 
i:i:cd  to  the  infulting  taunts  of  thcf^ 


Acccriingly  I  got  myfelf  in  readi- 
rci5  ;  ar.d  a:":cr  taking  a  tender  leave 
cf'ir.y  poor  child,  whom  my  aunt,  from 
a  principle  of  humanity,  promiicJ  to 
jrro^-ide    for,    I    bundled   up  the  fe^ 

clothes 
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Jothes  and  little  ftock  of  money  I  had, 
ind  fet  out  the  fame  night  with  the 
::anricr  for  Edinburgh.  Here  I  ftayed 
171th  an  acquaintance  for  fbme  time, 
ind  made  all  poflible  inquiry  concern- 
ing you  ;  and  after  three  weeks  fearch, 
1  had  the  melancholy  tidings  that  you 
eras  gone  off  to  fea,  and  would  not  re- 
turn for  a  long  feafon.  Strangely  dif- 
[pirited  at  this  intelligence,  and  finding 
my  friend's  afFeftions  fo  gradually  cool, 
in  proportion  as  my  money  decreafed, 
I  took  a  refolution,  before  my  little  all 
Ihould  be  expended,  to  go  off  to  Lon- 
don, where  I  was  in  hopes  of  getting 
into  fome  good  family  ;  and  accord- 
ingly I  embarked  foon  after  in  a  fal- 
mon-floop  for  that  capital. 

We  had  hardly  got  clear  of  the  bar, 
before  the  wind,  hitherto  favourable, 
turned  quite  againft  us,  and  after  fome 
days  extreme  hazard  of  all  our  lives^ 
we  at  laft  made  (hift  to  get  into  New- 
caftlc,  with  the  lofs  of  what  the  Tailors 
H  3  call 
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call  the  bowfprit.  For  my  own  part, 
during  this  fcene  of  diftraAion,  and  the 
extreme  ficknefs  I  was  afflicted  with  all 
the  time,  I  verily  fancied,  that  my 
folly  in  leaving  my  country,  friends, 
and  my  dear  child,  had  fubjeded  the 
whole  crew  to  this  difafter ;  and  was 
almoft  ready  to  faint  at  the  thoughts  of 
what  might  ftill  happen  before  we 
reached  London. 

We  ftayed  eight  days  atNewca(tle,in 
hopes  of  meeting  with  a  fair  wind) 
during  which  time  I  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  get  acquainted  with  a  country- 
woman of  ours,  who  told  me  that  s 
Scotch  Lord  and  his  family  were  then 
in  the  town,  and  intended  to  iet  out 
for  London  in  a  few  days  in  their  own 
coaches  *,  that  one  of  the  maid-fervants 
was  taken  ill  by  the  way,  and  (he  would 
endeavour  to  get  me  into  her  place,  if 
in  cafe  fhe  was  not  able  to  proceed 
with  them. 

Iwai 
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I  was  wonderfully  rejoiced  at  theft 
agreeable  tidings,  and  begged  her  to  in* 
Cttcede  with  fonie  of  the  family  for  my 
admittance.  And  this  fhe  did  fo  effec^ 
tyally,  repref^ting  my  youth  and  qua* 
lificatioos  in  the  mtofl:  prevailing  man* 
ffttfy  that  the  lady  defired  to  fee  me,  and 
wa$  ib  taken  with  me  at  the  firft  inter- 
view, that  I  was  forthwith  hired  into 
her  fervice,  in  quality  of  waicing-maid 
to  tjie  ycfung  iniis  her  dauglji^er. 

In  a  few  days  we  fet  out  on  the  re- 
mainder of  our  journey ;  when,  inftead  of 
bekig  pent  up  in  a  little  poultry  veile) 
in  the  wiQter-f<^^oo,  and  tortured  with 
a.  deadly*  fickae&,  I  had  the  pleafure  of 
ridii^'  all  the  way  in  a  coach ;  of  be- 
tog  provided  for  with  a  place  to  my 
heart'^  content ;  and  of  every  day  re^ 
ctiviQg  fre0i  tokens  of  my  good  lady's 
iSiyour  and  approbation. 

Upoa  our  arrival  here  in  London, 

^  family  went  to  live  in  his  lordfhip's 

H  4  houfe 
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houfe  in  Pali- in  all ;  and  here  it  wis 
1  firft  began  to  enjoy  myfelf,  fmce 
my  leaving  Scotland  j  and  had  not 
your  idea,  together  with  that  of  nrf 
dear  child,  about  whofe  health  and 
welfare  I  was  extremely  anxious,  now 
and  then  intervened  to  obftrud  my 
happinefs,  I  Ihould  fcarcc  have  had  & 
fijigle  wiih  unfadsBed* 

The  thought  of  my  fon  ftiU  prcf- 

fing  upon  my  mind,  I  refolved  to  de- 
lay no  longer  the  enger  defire  I  had  to 
be  fatisfied  in  that  particular ;  and  ac- 
cordingly I  wrote  a  moft  moving  let- 
ter to  my  uncle,  fctting  forth  my  un- 
teigncd  penitence  for  being  the  occa- 
fiCn  of  fo  much  grief  to  fo  kind  and  in- 
dulgent a  parent,  as  he  had  till  then  been 
towards  me  ;  my  motives  for  leaving 
his  family  and  my  country,  fince  I  could 
no  longer  hope  to  find  favour  in  his  eyes; 
and  concluded  my  letter  by  begging  in 
the  moft  pathetic  expreffions  I  was  mif 

treS 
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trels  of,  to  be  favoured  with  a  line  from 
him  about  the  health  of  my  dear  fon ; 
at  the  fame  time  informing  him,  that 
I  was  fettled  in  the  family  of  Lord 

B n  in  London,  and  entreating  him 

to  accept  the  fumof  five  guineas, which 
I  had  faved  fince  I  had  been  here,  to- 
wards the  expencc  he  had  been  at  in 
the  maintenance  of  my  child. 

This  I  thought  would  be  extremely 
acceptable,  and  pave  the  way  to  our 
future  reconciliation ;  as  you  know,  that, 
notwithftanding  all  his  pride,  he  is 
very  covetous.  But  whether  I  had 
reafon  to  flatter  myfelf  in  my  conjec- 
tures, will  be  feen  by  this  letter  which 
he  fent  me  foon  after. 

Saying  this,  flie  put  a  letter  into  my 
hand,  and  I  read  as  follows  : 


H  5  •  Poor 
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*  TD  OR  !  wffl  nm  hotionf  iwie  who 
'J.    hasfoftrpetktli^dymjitmiii^jbf 

*  the  fiicodly  name  of  niece.     This  will 

*  wqujint  jroUjdut  I  haTc  received  youn 
^  lift  week,   asKl  cannot  help  adminAg 

*  yoor  aud-idty  in  addreffing  me  m'ik 

*  yo^r  fcraKl,  after  what  has  happened. 

*  Canft  thou  think,  vain  wretch,  that 

*  1  man  of  my  charaAer   and  func- 

*  tion,  and  a  F — b — s  too,  will  ever 

*  deviate  in  the  mod  minute  circum- 

*  ftance  from  his  priitine  refolves  ?  that 

*  be  (bould  ever  more  favour  a  monfter 

*  with  his  eftecm  who  has  by  her  crimes 

*  reduced   herfcJf  to  a  level  with  the 

*  vileft  of  brutes  ?  No,  fconer  fhalJ  the 

*  forly  pilot  Charon  forget  to  waft  tlie 
«  fouls  of  the  departed  over  the  filcnt 

*  waves  of  the  infernal  river  Styx,  or 

*  the  fatal  fifters  to  clofe  their  fciS^rs 

*  in  dividing  the  ties  of  mortality,  than 

*  I  will 


<  I  will  c^cir  flYVQ  CQtentiiii  a  thought 
« of  recdle^ing  lUch  a  wretch  but  with 
^  the  mod  abhorred  kleas« 

^  As  to  the  fruit  of  your  libidinoua 
^  iblacings,  he  is  now  ii^^ll  $  and  I  have 

*  begun  €0  imbibe  fi)n>e  cogitation  q( 

•  preventing,. by  caftration,  the  extreme 

•  devaftation  he  may,   by  the  force  of 
^  his  titillation,  conunit  upon  the  fe- 

'  males  in  this  nation  in  a  few  years. 

*  For  the  money  you  had  the  pre- 

•  fumption  to  fend  here,  I  have  received 

•  it :    but  till  I  am  fully  fatisfied  upon 

•  what  footing  you  may  be  vrith  that 

*  fame  lord  you  mention,  and  whether 

•  it  is  not  the  price  of  fin,   you  may  be 

*  pofitively  affured,  that,  comparatively 

*  fpeaking,    I  am  fiiperlatively  fixt  in 

*  my  purpofe,   never  to  let   the  leaft 

*  touch  of  it  poUirtc  my  digitos. 

*  F— b— s/ 
At 
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Ac  the  conclufion  of  this  extraardi-^ 
nary  epiftle  I  was  obliged  to  give  vent^ 
to  the  einotions  of  laughter,  which  I 
had  forcibly  withheld  during  the  time 
of  my  reading  it|  and  having  fofE* 
cicntly  indulged  myfelf  therein,  I  en- 
treated Sukey  to  proceed,  ai^d  Ihe  went^ 
GA  thus:  tH 

The  contents  of  this  flrange  letter 
fliocked  me  to  the  laft  degree;   and 
finding  I  had  no  reafon  to  flatter  my- 
felf with  any  farther  profpefls  of  a  re- 
conciliation from  that  quarter,  I  laid 
aiide  all  thoughts  of  ever  again  fubjec- 
ting  myfelf  to  the  pride  of  fo  conceited 
and  infolent  a  wretch.     But  what  gave 
me  no  little  uneafinefs  was  his  men;; 
tioning  his  deteftabJe  defign  upon  my 
Son ;  for,  knowing  the  temper  of  the 
man,    and  the  turn  he  had  at  times  to 
lunacy,  I  was  under  difmal  apprehen- 
fions  left  he  fhould  put  his  cruel  pur- 
pofe  in  praftice  to  the  utter  ruin  of  my 
poor  boy.     Struck  with  this  fear,  I 

wrote 
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wrote  to  him  a  fecond  time,  threatening 
to  come  down  and  cut  the  throats  of 
lum  and  all  his  family^  if  he  ofiered  to 
commit  fuch  a  piece  of  barbarity ;  fince 
which  I  have  had  little  leifuie  to  make 
any  more  inquiries,  being,  as  you  (hall 
hear,  from  that  very  time  toully  en- 
grofled  with  misfortunesof  another  kind. 

I  had  lived  in  this  agreeable  place 
for  the  fpace  of  nine  months  and  up- 
wards, when  my  lord's  fon,  who  had 
been  abroad  upon  his  travels,  came 
home,  loaded  with  the  different  vices 
of  every  nation  he  had  paffed  through  ; 
and  in  return  for  a  good  conftitution, 
brought  back  the  difmal  remains  of  a 
pair  of  legs  which  refembled  more  the 
fpindles  of  a  diftafF,  than  the  fuporters 
of  a  north- briton  -,  with  eyes  funk  deep 
in  his  head,  and  a  nofe  that,  had  not 
the  vacancy  been  fupplied  with  the  ar- 
tificial work  of  a  German,  famous  for 
his  furnifhing  our  Englifh  gentlemen 
abroad  with  new  handles  to  their  faces, 

might 
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might  have  borne  z  prcuy  near  itfcifc* 
blance  to  fuch  as  we  fee  upon  a  huSttB 
foill  when  it  is  difrobcd  of  tk  orfla- 
meat  of  flcfli*  He  Jiid,  niorcQver» 
battered  his  native  fincerity  for  the  ftl* 
perGctal  complaifance  of  a  f  rencbmafis 
his  bravery  and  candour  for  the  effemi- 
nacy and  diilimulation  of  an  luiiao} 
and  the  gcnerofity  and  hofpirality  of  his 
anceftors  for  the  often tatious  parade  of  a 
Spaniih  Don. 

He  had  not  been  eight  days  in  the 
houfe  before  he  fixt  his  eyes  upon  me, 
and  began  to  fohcit  my  compliance  to 
his  will  with  a  muItipHcity  of  prcfents, 
and  a  con  pliment  to  my  beauty  couched 
in  the  words  of  fome  foreign  language 
which  he  had  gleaned  up  in  his  travels, 
and  which  he  affeded  to  make  ufe  of 
on  all  occafions.     But  I  had  fuffered 
too  much  for  my  firft  error  of  that 
kind,  to  think  of  entering  upon  a  ft- 
cond  fo  eafily,  and  accordingly  I  re- 
turned his  trinkets,  and  acquainted  my 

lady 
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lady  with  tbe  proceedisgft  of  her  fon. 
Od  this  he  quitted  hb  advances  for 
fome  time,  and  I  was  in  hopes  to  re- 
famethe  happinefsof  my  fituatk>ii,whk:h 
fab  late  attachment  had  difconoerted^ 
when  I  was  confounded  one  night,  af- 
ter having  gone  to  bed  as  ufual,  to  fee 
a  man  rulh  from  out  a  dofet,  and  ap- 
ptMch  me  with  the  trembling  1-— ftof 
m  fatyr.  It  was  not  long  before  I  per- 
ceived this  objeA  to  be  no  other  than 
my  noble  admirer,  who  feeing  me  fnatch 
up  a  (hoe  in  order  to  defend  myfelf  from 
his  advances,  made  a  full  halt,  and  be- 
gan thus : 

«  Why  now,  my  dear  Sukey,  what  is 

*  the  meaning  of  all  this  foolifh  nicety 

*  at  a  time  when  we  are  by  ourfelves, 

*  and  out  of  all  reach  of  a  detection  i 
^  Some  female  fcruples  I  will  allow  in 

*  public,  the  better  to  keep  up  ap- 
^  pearances,  and  enhance  the  value  of 
^  the  obligation  \  but  at  fuch  a  time  as 
^  this  to  ftand  trifling,  is  mofl  unac- 

*  countable— 


c 
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*  coyntable  — it  is  abfolutely  now  vcfy 

*  childiih  and  filljr  —  it  is,  upon  my  ho- 

*  nour.  The  impetuofiry  of  my  paffioo 

*  h  wound  up  to  the  higheft  pitch  of 

*  CXpcdation  \    and  if  you  will  kindly 

*  now,  and  without  a]]  this  nonlenfid 

*  virrue,  join  in  with  my  endeavoiirSj 

*  affift  my  raptures,  and  afford  a  ready 

*  compliance  to  my  defires,   I   will  iit 

*  return  compliment  you  with  a  hun- 
dred guineas  to-morrow  morning,  and 

*  fettle    as  much   upon  you  annually 

*  ever  afterwards.' 


Having  uttered  this    oration   with 
abundance  of  ridiculous  grimace,  he 
approached  the  bed,  and  feizing  me, 
attempted  to  put  his  defigns  in  execu- 
tion.    On  this  I  fcreamed  out  with  all 
my  might,  and  at  the  fame  time,  by 
an  accident  in  the  ftruggle  to  prevent 
the  efteding  his  abominable  purpofe, 
I  ftruck  him  fo  violent  a  blow  over  the 
nofe  with  the  Ihoe  I  had  in  my  hand, 
that,  not  able  toftand  fo  rude  a  IhocJc, 

the 
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the  hinges  of  it  quickly  gave  way,  and 
it  fell  to  the  ground.  Confounded  at  this 
circumftance,  and  finding  me  refolute 
to  oppofe  him,  he  inftantly  quitted  his 
hold,  and  fearing  that  fame  of  the  fa- 
mily might  be  drawn  thither  by  my 
cries,  quitted  the  room  with  precipita* 
tion,  though  not  without  telling  me, 
that  he  wondered  at  my  impudence  in 
refufing  a  man  of  his  quality,  and  that 
I  jhould  repent  the  tranfadtions  of  that 
night  to  all  eternity. 

In  truth,  I  had  no  great  reafon  to 
believe  he  would  be  better  than  his 
word,  and  was  fearful  that  his  refent- 
mcnt  might  lead  him  to  get  me  turned 
out  of  the  family,  and  then,  thought 
I,  what  will  become  of  fuch  a  helpleft 
wretch,  in  a  ftrange  land,  without  mo^ 
Dcy  or  friends  ? 

In  a  few  days  I  was  too  fenfibly  con- 
vinced of  my  fears,  and  alfo  to  what 
mean  lengths  his  bafe  heart  was  capable 

of 
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«f  kiiiiiig  him  iaco,  ra  iccompliib  lui 
L  ftr^kiiiHriEg  his  mother  M 
D3D  gocxl  a&  opioioa  of  mc 
OTc  from  her  fervicc  for  I 
talk,  he  cDQtrived,  by  Ibme 
■uanyotto,  ta  coorey  pcivately  his 
gaU  VMJI,  aad  fereol  other  things  (^ 
lale^  JMd  the  bottom  of  my  trunk, 
■4  decUriag  that  fbmc  of  the  donicf* 
t  "(^  ■  :  kkxd  htm,  propoicd  to  hive 
a  tixvougfa  iearch  made  through  al) 
titf  fis-iiy  mroediatcJy. 

Accordingly  I  ddivcrcd  my  key  with 
tic  7t2i  oi  ihe  firvancs ;  but  bow  grcal 
m:is  z:y  ccniitrnadQO»  grief  and  flume, 
mij^r.  I  uw  liie  very  individual  things 
thu  had  becfi  milling  uken  out  froA 
tbe  bc^trom  of  my  owa  trunk  I 

Mt  lady  changed  colour  at  thk 
B^u  and  obfcrved  it  was  an  inftancc 
of  ci:l>oncfty  which  fhe  cou]d  never 
^re  expeded  fiom  one  who  had  bees 
utued  io  kiiKily :  but  tbac  ihe  might 

thank 
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diank  her  own  fooliih  good-nature  for 
taking  a  creature  into  her  family  of 
whom  fhe  Iiad  no  charafter;  and  then 
diicharged  me  from  her  houfe,  with  ad« 
vice  to  leave  offthefe  courfes  of  pil- 
fering, left  in  the  end  they  fhould  bring 
me  to  the  gallows.  It  was  in  vain  for 
me  to  endeavour  to  vindicate  myfelf 
after  this  feeming  inftance  of  theft ;  for^ 
waving  her  hand,  fhe  bid  me  be  gone 
dire£Uy,  and  never  enter  her  houfe  mom 
on  pain  of  being  fent  to  Newgate. 

When  I  went  down  into  the  kitchen 
to  take  leave  of  my  feUow^fervants, 
they  all  fhunned  my  approaches  like  a 
pcftiknce)  and  with  a  ibrrowful  heart 
I  was  oblig^  to  turn  out  into  the  wide 
world  without  one  friend  to  own  m% 
no  charafter  to  recommend  me  to  ano- 
ther place,  and  only  feven  fhillings  and 
fix  pence  in  my  pocket. 

What  to  do  now,  I  knew  not.  I 
look  my  trunk  to  a  publi€*houfe  in  tho 

neigh- 
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m 

i^kmAmi^  md  kwx  with  great 

m 

Ua/kf  I  ftiakJ  npoa  the  people 

m 

^ofe k  mi  §0 noch  hid  m;  ftikm- 

b 

liMiiwAinil  m\\   lit  Jb ihort  a  rime 

■ 

^  Al^fcftS|pEB» 

Wkm  I  Am  kft  the  houfe  k  wis 

A 

■K  iksR  o'dcck,  md  where  to  get 

m 

iu^iiig  §BF  that  night  I  knew  not. 

I 

ri::  :rer:   two  hcvrs   and    more  in 

K- 

L,.:i -g  .  j:  rcr  j  p-ivare  rcom  ;  but, 

IT  ■ 

'?   irt  ycj  :     vihrre   do   you  come 

:"-, 

:.---  -    ->::  :>   -. o^r  r;tr.ir  r    what  do 

t: 

J  wj    :j:  }cur  crcid  r    \T.Te  ftill  the 

c~ 

is^iix-T^s;    b,  T-at  rr:  bring  I'urnifhed 

v: 

.-^    i.  /liMCicrv   ar.Iwer    in   any  of 

th; 

:.■:  rj.:::.  .^JLTS,  nobody  would  admit 

A-.'» 

:  .f.:.  :r.v\r  hcufis,  and  I  was  in  dan- 

::i  ".in^r  ttr  wan:  ia  the  llreets 


:f  L. 


:c^. 


I  had  wincered  over  great  part  of 
the  :own  m  this  fpjitlels  inquiry,  and 
VJ3  rtcuraing  back  the  way  I  came, 
in  Uwter  dcJpair  of  having  any  other 

lodging 
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lodging  but  a  watch-houfe,  the  veiy 
thoughts  of  which  (hocked  my  foul ; 
when  I  found  myfelf  under  the  Piazzas 
of  Covent-garden.  I  had  never  been  in 
this  part  of  the  town  before,  and  was  juft 
beginning  to  aflc  a  chairman  if  he  could 
recommend  me  to  a  lodging  for  that 
night,  when  an  elderly  gentleman  came 
out  of  a  tavern  hard  by,  and  per- 
ceiving both  by  my  drefs  and  language 
that  I  was  a  flranger,  came  up  and 
afked  me  who  I  inquired  for.  Glad 
of  this  opportunity,  I  told  him  my 
whole  ftory  without  referve,  and  with 
tears  in  my  eyes  expreffed  my  fears  of 
being  obliged  to  lie  in  the  ftreets  all 
night ;  when,  to  my  great  amazement, 
he  buril  into  a  fit  of  laughter,  and  afked 
me  if  I  thought  to  catch  him  with  fo 
trumped  up  a  ftory. 

I  was  ftrangely  difconcerted  to  find 
him  behave  in  this  manner,  and  faid,  I . 
would  appeal  to  any  of  my  late  matter's 
family  for  the  truth  of  my  affcrtions. 

'Will 
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•Waiyouf  rays  he:  •  ifl  find  the 
^  mtsor  m  no  wodc^  Fll  do  for  yoti,  irvf 
^1^   I  prtifiiife  yoa.      But  are  yoa 

•  williBg  to  go  with  me  now,  till  I  in- 

•  wpktt  die  mith  of  all  this  ?  And  if  I 
■  find  yoa  are  tcUing  iio  ftorics,   as  I 

•  waot  a  Icrvaof,  Fll  take  you  home 
•direaiy-' 

I  was  glad  to  hear  of  this,  and  tefti- 
ficd  my  readinefs  to  accompany  him  to 

n^y  lord's  houfe,  which  1  told  him  was 
in  Pal!- ma!).     *  No,  hang  it,*  fays  he, 

•  it  is  now  too  late,    and    I  will  take 

•  yoLT  wcrd  till  to-morrow  :    fo  come 

•  along  with  me,    and  I  will  enter  you 

•  in  my  fervice  immediately.*  I  ac- 
corded  :o  this  with  great  pleafure,  feeing 
him  fuch  a  Ibber  grave  looking  man, 
and  was  hugging  myfelf  all  the  way 
on  my  good  fortune  in  meeting  with 
fuch  a  companionate  gentleman. 

When  we  came  to  his  lodgings  in 

I  ■•  -,^- 'c  Tr-v    ]v  »:"'   •   *n^c]   the  narurc 
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of  my  bufinefs  in  this  manner :    «  You 

•  fee,  my  girl,  1  have  taken  your  Word 

•  for  every  thing  you  have  thought  pro- 

•  per  to  tell  me  of  this  affair :  fo  if  you 

•  have  a  mind  to  ftay  with  me,  you 

•  muft  agree  to  the  following  partial- 

•  lars  :  firft,  you  muft  be  contented  to 

•  keep    within    doors,    to  keep  thefe 

•  chambers  always  clean,  and  wait  upon 

•  me  in  the  charafter  of  a  complete 

•  ISundrefs  ;  and  that  you  may  have  no 

•  occafion  to  go  out  of  doors,  the  por- 

•  ter  of  the  Inn  (hall  bring  you  every 

•  thing   you   (hall    have   occafion   for 

•  from  time  to  time  :    and  in  the  next 

•  place,  you  are  to  give  me  your  com- 

•  pany  in  the  nature  of  a  bed-fellow, 

•  whenever  I  fhall  find  myfelf  difpofed 

•  to  defire  your  compliance  in  that  par- 

•  ticular.      So    you  know  my  mind : 

•  either  take  thefe  ten  guineas,  and  ftay 

•  where  you  are,    or  depart  thefe  pre- 

•  mifes,  and  better  yourfelf  if  you  can: 

•  rhou<?h  I  hardly  think  any  perfon  in 
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*  their  fcnfes  will  afford  a  Ibelicr  to  a 

*  woman  in  your  fituatton.' 

Whether  they  will  or  not,  replied 
I^  ftung  to  the  quick>  nothing  fhall 
prevail  ypon  me  to  ftay  longer  with  a 
wretch  capable  of  making  lb  impu- 
dent a  pfopofal.  So  faying,  I  made 
ihe  beft  of  my  way  out  of  the  houf^ 
meditating  on  the  villainy  of  mankind 
in  general,  and  the  melancholy  profpefts 
before  me,  without  the  lead  hope  of 
procuring  a  lodging  for  that  night; 
curfing  ten  thouiand   times  our  finful 

commerce  at  F- r n,   with  the 

barbarity  of  the  wretch  my  uncle,  and 
the  unrelenting  cuftom  of  the  country, 
with  regard  to  that  crime,  which  in 
other  places  is  rather  pafTed  over  as  the 
natural  effecl  of  unguarded  youth. 

With    thefe   reflexions   I    wandered 

about  till  I  got  once  more  to  Covent- 

garden  ;    and  lb  much  had  my  miferies 

engrofled  my  mind,  that  I  never  once 

2  confi- 


of  Hamilton  Murray.     169 

oonfidered  who  was  near  me,  and  burfl: 
into  a  fit  of  crying ;  when  a  goodly 
looking  gentlewoman,  who  had  juft 
pafled  me,  turned  back  and  afked  me 
the  occafion  of  my  grief,  and  whether 
I  ftood  in  need  of  any  afllftance  ?  This 
queftion  aroufed  me  effedually.  I  told 
her  that  I  was  in  fo  great  diftrefs  for 
want  of  aCQftance,  that  if  fhe  or  fome 
compaflionate  body  did  not  fpeedily 
relieve  me,  I  had  no  other  profpedl  but; 
periihing  in  the  flreecs,  for  that  I  was 
mn  utter  ftranger  to  the  town,  and  x,o^ 
tally  deftitute  of  a  lodging.  I  found 
by  her  anfwer,  that  fomething  in  mj} 
manner  had  pleafed  her ;  for  ihe  faic) 
with  a  fmiling   countenance,    *  Com^ 

•  along  with  me,  child,  Til  provide  for 

•  you,  till  fomething  better  turns  out. 

•  I  cannot  endure  to  fee  fo  pretty  a  girl 

•  as  you  are  in  fuch  circumftanccs,with- 

•  out  pitying  your  cafe  extremely.  F0I-. 
Mow  me/      I  did  fo,   with  a  joyful 

^  heartt   bleffing  God  all  the  way  that 

bad  vouchfafed  to  hear  my  prayers,  by 

Vol.  II.  I  throw- 


K  IB  the  wiy  of  To  charitable 


WhcE  we  came  to  her  houfc,  whkh 
I^fince  fotmd  to  be  m  Southampton- 
fciit^  I  Wis  ifitfodticed  into  a  y^ 
ele;^iLat  kfwer  parlour^  where  flie  gm 
mc  1  ^afs  of  foiBC  rich  cordial,  in  o^ 
dcr  to  dicer  up  my  fpirits^  and  told  me, 
if  file  hid  rcalbn  to  approve  of  m 
conduct,  Ibc  would  (hortly  make  mc  a 
prrfcnt  of  foroe  of  her  caft-off  apparel, 
of  which  (be  had  great  plenty,  not 
mixh  the  worfe  for  wear  ;  for  that  few 
people  laid  their  clothes  afide  fo  foon 
as  fhe  did.  However,  this  depended 
upon  my  pleafing  her,  (he  faid,  which 
if  I  took  care  to  do  I '  Ihould  fiad  her 
my  friend. 

I  was  loft  in  amazement  at  this  be- 
rrvolcrce  of  hers  to  a  poo/  out  caft, 
and  was  upon  the  point  of'throwing 
rryftlf  at  her  feet,  in  a  flood  of  tears, 
:o  iti\\fy  my  unfeigned  gra^udc  iox 

fuch 
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fiich  heaveoly  goodnefs,  whcfiy  from  the 
gaflour  -  wind(>Wi»  I  faw  a.  gay  -  dreil^d 
^^Qgjg^iuleman'Come  out  of  a  hack* 
ney-coach,  and  alight  at  the  door«  My 
benefactor,  who  I  perceived  was  greatly 
glffafed  at  the  fight' of  him,  ran  to  the 
door,,  and  received  him  with  abundance 
of  jpyful.  demonftrations,  after  which 
they.renteted  intoiome  private  difcourie 
iA.tbeadjoining.room,  and  Ixouldoyer" 
hear  the  words,.  ^  Green  Scotch,  pure 
^vir^n,  and  choice,  tit ^  bit,  bandied 
^  about  with  furprifing  earneilnefs. 

I  now  began  for  the  firft  time  to 
open.my  eyesarlittle;  and  as  I  recol- 
io£fcedtahave  heard  flrange  flories  about 
thcwickednefs  of  London  bawds,  fan- 
cied I  had  gpt  into  the  hands  of  one 
of  thofe.fort  of  women,  and  refolved 
to.look  about  me.     But  I  did  not  long 
remain  .under  the  fufpence  of  uncertain- 
ty, as  to  her  intentions ;    for,  after  a 
little  converfation,  (he  brought  the  gen- 
tleman into  the  room  where  I  was,  and 
I  2  obferving. 
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obfcrving,  (he  would  only  ftq>  and  order 
tea  to  be  got  ready,  went  out,  and  I 
could  perceive  her  to  turn  the  key  on 
the  outfide. 

I  was  very  much  troubled   at  this 
difcovery;  and,  having  my  head  crowd' 
cd  with  the  moft  ghafUy  images  of 
murder  and  cut-throats,  with  a  hug^ 
coUeftion  of  antient  ftories  of  people 
being  killed  and  buried  in  draw-well$^ 
I  got  up,  and  throwing  myfelf  at  th^ 
young  gentleman's  feet,    begged  hiiT^ 
to  have  compaflion  on  a  poor  youn^0 
creature,  who  was  far  from  home,  anc^^ 
without  a  fingle  friend  in  England,  t^^ 
afllft  her  in  her  extremity.  Thefewords^^ 
iaccompanied   with   marks  of  forrow, 
which  were  far  from  being  aflcAed  ai 
the  time,    moved  him  ;    he  defired 
know,  what  brought  me  there,  if  I 
fo  afraid  of  the  approaches  of  a^an  ?^^^ 
and  how  long  I  had  been  acquaim 
with  Mrs,  B n  ? 

Ithtt 
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J  then  related  the  whole  ftory  of  my 
proceedings  fince  my  arrival  in  Lon- 
don, and  that  I  had  never  feen  the 
gentlewoman  he  mentioned^  till  fome 
minutes  before  he  came  into  the  houfe. 
He  told  me,  that  I  had  fallen  into  bad 
hands,  that  the  woman  was  a  bawd, 
who,  after  fhe  bad  ^ade  her  market  of 
me,  would  tvir/i  me  adrift  to  feek  m/ 
fortune,  or  perhaps  arrefl  me  for  fome 
pretended  debt,  and  clap  me  in  a  pri* 
fon ;  but  if  I  pleafed  to  put  myfelf 
under  his  proteAion,  he  would  in- 
ftantly  take  me  out  of  the  houfe  I  was 
then  in,  and  provide  for  me  in  a  man- 
ner fuiuble  to  the  good  opinion  he  had 
conceived  of  me. 

I  had  hardly  time  to  return  an  anfwer 

to  this  propofal,   before  Mrs.  B n 

came  in,  followed  by  a  fervant  with  the 
tea-equipage,  and  feeing  no  marks  of 
dilT^sfa^lion  in  my  countenance,  for 
I  aflumed  an  air  of  tranquillity,  made 
no  que^ion  but  we  had  already  come  to,  a 
1  3  60<>d 
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good  Qiidsfhii£i^    tcsgechtr,  tvA  1 
woii!ii  aafrtrt  bcrpprpolc  to  «  oitnde. 


FoB  of  t^  dimtgbt  (he  iflumed  i 
jBOft  dievfrl  knDocr,  and  j^ittin^  me 
Qfi  cbe  cb^  with  a  fill  clut  feeisieil 
Biofcpraper  to  knock  down  an  ox  ib$x^ 
m  denyiaftratr  licrldodAelst  liarangued 
Be  ia  diii  maooer :  ^  Well,  mjr  dear, 
^Iww  iTtc  !ite  Mr.  Barlow?  Don't 
Tcu  rfiink  the  company  and  convcr- 
feicr.  cf  Aich  a  pretty  gentleman  is 
bttr:^  thm  ly^ng  in  -the  Ilreets  all 
rigi:,  cr  being  ejq^fed  to  the  infults 
CI  2  driickca  rabble  ?  I  am  glad  to 
z^d  you  are  To  condefcending.  ITJ 
xiTjn?  ycu,  there  is  norhing  got  by 
ivTvirir.els  now-a-days  -,  and  if  you 
orfcrm  to  my  diredions,  you 
!hil!  have  no  reafon  to  blame  me,  if 
vrc  ir?  not  as  happy  as  a  dutchels 
every  hour  of  the  day  ;  that's  what 
you  fhar/t.  Yes,  I  love  girls  of  com- 
pliance as  I  love  my  eyes  ;  and  if  you 
cn!v  mind  vour  bufindTs  properly,  you 

'  fliall 
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*  ihall  be  a  made  woman.    I  have  fome 

*  of  the  richeft  and  handibmefl  gentle- 
^  men  in  London  come  to  my  houfe  ; 
^  and  then  they  are  fo-generons,  and  fo 

*  agreeable,    that  you  will  be  in  con- 

*  rinua]  pleafares,  and  have  more  gold 
^  than  you  will  know  what  to  do  with. 

*  On  ftich  occafions  as  thefe,  I  am  al- 

*  Ways  the  banker  :  and  when  there  are 
'  tttfy  ndw  clothes  to  be  bought^  or  any 

*  pabKc  diVerfions  to  /go  to,  it  is  only 

*  aflc  und  ye  (hall  have,  knock  und  k 

*  ihall  be  opened  unto  you.* 

You  are  extremely  obliging,  Ma^- 
dam,  faid  I,  and  I  return  you  hearty 
thanks  for  your  kind  intentions ;  but 
«  prefent  1  am  pofleffed  with  fo  little 
money,  that  I  am  under  very  few 
apprehenfions  of  being  any  ways  in- 
cimibered  with  it,  and  cOnfequently 
ihall  have  no  ufe  to  employ  a  banker 
on  that  occafion  ^  and  as  to  what 
you  mcrition  about  your  rich  vifitors, 
I  cannot  fee  what  bufinefs  your  fer- 
I  4  vant 
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vant  has  with  what  company  corned 
here,  or  how  I  can  any  ways  be  coiv* 
cerned  in  their  good  humour,  or  en- 
titled to  their  gencrofity. 

It  was  eafy  to  pcrceivci    that  t\k 
unexpeifted  reply  difconcerted  her  ex- 
tremely.  She  was  intirely  at  a  lofs  how 
to  fpeak  another  word,  u  fhe  had  taken 
St  for  granted    that  bufiners  had  b^n 
done  by  this  time  %  but  her  furprize  was 
confidcrably  augmcntedjwhen  the  young 
gentleman  told  her,   fhe  had  done  very 
ill  to  decoy  an  innocent  young  creature 
into  her  houfe  with  the  deceitful  pre- 
tence of  providing  for  her  diftreffcs, 
when  her  only  view  was  to  facrificc  her 
youth,  innocence,  and  beauty,  to  the 
bafe  purpofes  of  hire,  difeafe,  and  pro- 
ftitution.      Having    delivered    himfelf 
thus,  he  threw  down  h^lf  a  crown  for 
feme  wine  he  had  ordered  at  his  firft 
coming  in  -,  and  then  took  hold  of  my 
hand,   which  I  readily  gave  him,  and 
conduced  me  out  of  the  houfe,  to  the 

infinite 
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infinite  furprife  of  the  bawd,  and  no 
left  joy  of  myfclf,  at  beholding  once 
more  the  open  heavens,  which  fooh  after 
my  entering  this  infernal  den,  I  had 
greatly  defpaired  of  ever  again  being 
blefied  with  a  light  of. 

.  Thus  far.  Sir,  have  I  moft  chearfully 
complied  with  your  requeft,  and  re- 
lated to  you  the  moft  material  circum* 
ftances  of  my  life  from  the  time  of  your 
leaving  my  uncle's  houfe ;  but  which 
way  fhall  I  be  able  to  proceed  to  a  re« 
cital  of  thofe  which  remain  behind  ? 
Oh!  that  I  could  draw  a  veil  before 
the  black  account,  and  hide  it  from 
the  world !  —  but  it  muft  not  be. 

Know  then,  that  the  terrors  I  had 
lately  been  thrown  into  by  that  monfter 
of  a  man  who  took  me  to  his  lodgings  in 
the  Temple;  and  by  that  more  monfter 
of  a  woman,  Mrs.  B — n  ;  the  diftreis- 
ful  fituation  I  was  reduced  to  in  a 
ftrange  country,  without  friends,  mo- 
1  5  ney. 
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ney,  or  even  a  probable  means  of 
procuring  a  fubfiftencc  for  more  than 
a  few  days  ;  and  the  terrifying  chrum- 
ftance  of  being  taken  up  by  the  watch, 
together  with  the  alluring  and  preffing 
inftances  of  the  young  gendeman,whotn 
gratitude  had  taught  me  to  look  upon 
as  my  friend  and  deliverer,  I  yielded  at 
laft  to  his  follicitations,  and  confented 
to  accompany  him  to  wherever  he 
would  pleafe  to  lead  me.  And  ac- 
cordingly he  conducted  me  to  a  great 
houfc  in  Long- acre,  which  I  afterwards 
underflood  to  be  a  bagnio,  and  the  next 
day  took  a  very  handfome  firft  floor  for 
me  ready  furniflied,  where  I  pafled  for 
his  wife,  and  hired  a  maid-fervant  xo 
wait  upon  me,  and  moreover  made  mc 
fo  many  prefents  almoft  every  time  he 
came  to  vifit  me,  which  was  only  twice 
a  week,  that  I  was  foon  well  fumiihed 
with  choice  of  good  clothes,  and  fifty 
gumeas  in  cafli. 


At 
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At  the  end  of  about  fix  mohths, 
to  my  no  fmall  furprife,  he  difcontinued 
his  accuftomed  vifits,  and  had  been 
abfent  from  me  about  a  fortnight.  I 
now  began  to  be  under  terrible  appre-» 
heinfions  about  his  welfare  •,  for  his  fin- 
cere  attachment  and  generofity  h^  in- 
tircly  gained  him  my  afFeftions,  when 
one  morning  I  went  to  vifit  a  girl  ih 
Hotbom j  with  whom  I  had  fome  weeks 
before  contracted  an  acquaintance. 

It  happened  to  be  then  execution- 
dity,  and  as  her  windows  fronted  the 
ftreet,  I  jufl  flept  to  fee  thofe  melah- 
choly  viftims  to  offended  juflice  pafs 
on  to  their  long  home,  when,  to  my 
cfeernal  horror  and  defpair,  I  obferved, 
as  I  thought,  my  poor  Ibwr  in  the  fa- 
tal cart,  with  two  other  poor  creatures 
in  the  fame  difmal  circumflances.  At 
this  woeful  fight  my  fpirits  funk  al- 
xnoft  to  death,  and  uttering  a  loud 
fcream,  I  ran  down  flairs  like  a  Bed- 
lamite,   refolving  to  be  fully  fatisfied, 

whether 
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whedter  or  not  my  fufpicions  were  wd! 
grounded*  i 

I  fboo  tnack  my  way  through  the 
crowd,  and  upon  approaching  the  cait, 
quickly  found  my  fears  had  not  de- 
ceived mc  I  for  carting  his  eyes  on  tliat 
fide  where  I  was,  he  law  me,  and  in  a 
forrowful  accent  addrefled  me  thus : 
U-     *  Farewell*  my  dear  Sukey,   you  mtift 

*  comfort  yoorfdf  tlie  beft  way  you  cati 

*  for  my  lofs  -,    and  I  am  only  forry,  1 

*  have  not  lived  long  enough  to  fet  you 
'  above  the  fcorn  of  a  malicious  world" 

*  The  reafon  of  my  not  acquainting  yo^ 
'  with  my  condition  proceeded  ixot^ 
^  motives  of  tendernefs,    well  knowir^fi 

*  your  gentle  nature  would  be  too  mu^^ 

*  (hocked  at  it. Once  more  far^ 

*  well !    Endeavour  to  think  of  me  ^ 

*  of  a  perlbn  you  had  never  any  cor^ 
'  neftions  with,*  So  faying,  he  beiT^ 
his  eyes  on  a  book  he  had  in  his  \\7lx\C^ 
and  I  never  faw  him  more  j  for  I  w;^- 
fo  opprcflcd  at  this  difmal  occurrence 

tha.i 
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that  my  eye-fight  forfook  me,   and  I 
fell  down  in  a  fwoon. 

Upon  recovering  my  fpirits,  I  found 
myfelf  in  the  cuftody  of  fome  peace- 
officers  and  conflables  ;  and  when  I 
inquired  what  was  the  matter,  they  told 
me  I  was  a  confederate  with  Barlow 
the  highwayman,  and  I  muft  give  an 
account  of  myfelf  before  a  juftice  of 
the  peace.  At  thefe  dreadful  tidings  I 
was  ready  once  more  to  faint  ;  but  it 
vras  in  vain  to  attempt  to  footh  their 
ftony  hearts  to  compafllon :  and  accord* 
ingly  I  was  dragged  before  a  certain  juf- 
tice, fa^ious  for  his  antipathy  and  fym- 
pathy  to  girls  of  our  profefCon. 

When  we  entered  the  room  where 
Inis  worihip  fat  in  great  ftate,  he  ex- 
claimed,   '  So,  hufly,  what  poor  fellow 

*  have  you  been  ruining  both  in  purfc 

*  and  perfon,  that  I  am  ever  to  be  har- 

*  raffed  thus  with  your  company  ?  But 

*  1  hope  this  exploit  will  rid  the  world 

*of 
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*  of  fuch  a  monftcr,  and  relieve  the  ho* 

*  neft  wife  from  the  apprehenfiom  of 

*  farther  mifchief  from  your  fpreading 

*  contagion,  —  Speak,  huffjr,  what  have 

*  you  done  ? ' 

On  this,  one  of  his  emilTaries  pre« 
irdnted  me  from  fpeakirrg,  by  relating 
my  conference  with  Barlow,  and  ob- 
frrved  I  muft  certainly  be  acqtimnted 
With    all  his   confederates  ;     *  For,   an 

*  pleafcyour  worfhip/  fays  he,  *  I  heard 

*  him  advife  her,  not  to  think  of  mak- 
^  ing  any  more  fuch  connexions,  and  a 

*  good  deal  more  to  the  fame  purpofe.' 

*  O  ho  !  '  faid  the  juftice,  '  J  find  how 
'  the  matter  (lands  now. — Well,  this 
'  i^  a  mod  lucky  difcovery  !  we  fhall, 

*  perhaps  by  her  means,   find  out  his 

*  companions.     In  the  mean  time  do 

*  you,  Mr.  Kinkenny,  go  and  fearch 
'  her  lodgings,   while  my  cferk  writes 

*  her  mittimus  to  Newgate.  I  have  been 

*  fo  fatigued  with  bufinefs  this  whole 

*  morning,   that  I  muft  defer  her  exa- 

'  mination  ' 
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*  mination  till  to-morrow,'  He  then 
advifed  mc  to  recolkft  myfelf  5  and  if, 
by  my  means,  the  reft  of  the  gang  could 
be  apprehended^  I  might  bid  fair  to 
come  oflF  for  this  once,  for  tranfporta- 
tion  durmg  life. 

This  laft  obfenration  alarmed  Wfe 
greatly ;  I  aflhmcd  my  courage  as  w^ 
ats  poflible,  and  told  him,  that  I  h^ 
done  nothing  to  deferve  Newgatfe,  or 
tranfportation  cither ;  and  wondered 
upon  what  accoxmt  I  had  been  brought 
thither.     *  You  (hall  know  all  that  to- 

*  morrow,'  replied  this  ftern  janifary ; 
^  dli  when,  Mr.  Conftable,  let  her  bt 
J'  committed  to  Clerkenwell  BrideweU*' 

To  avoid  entering  too  minutely  into 
particulars,  I  (hall  only  obierve  to  you, 
that,  after  haying  been  examined  five 
difierenc  times  (in  which  they  could 
draw  nothing  from  me^  as  I  really  was 
ignorant  of  my  deceafed  lover's  pro* 
ccedings,  having  always  taken  him  for  a 

gentle- 
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gentleman  of  fortune)  and  confined  fix 

weeks  in  Bridewell,  I  was  at  laft  dif- 
charged  with  only  the  few  clothes  I 
had  left  of  what  had  not  been  pawned 
for  my  maintenance  during  my  rdi- 
dence  in  prifon  :  for,  on  their  firft 
fearching  my  lodgings,  they  had  fecured 
all  my  money  and  trinkets,  under  pre- 
tence of  ftolen  goods,  fo  that  I  never 
faw  any  more  of  them,  and  was  too 
much  fhocked  at  the  dreadful  vifage  of 
his  worfhip,  to  make  any  farther  in- 
quiries about  the  matter. 

Thus  was  I  deprived  of  a  moft 
agreeable  companion,  who,  during  the 
whole  time  of  our  being  together,  ufed 
me  in  the  moft  generous  manner  ima- 
ginable; and  reduced  once  more  from  a 
ftate  of  comfortable  fufficiency,  to  luf- 
fer  all  the  miferies  of  hunger,  cold,  po- 
verty, and  want,  with  no  more  to 
begin  the  world  anew  again  but  eighteen 
pence, 

I  fhould 
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I  ihould  now  have  been  in  as  bad  a 
way  as  ever,  had  I  not  picked  up  a 
little  more  knowledge  of  the  world 
than  I  had  fome  months  before  :  but 
during  my  refidence  with  my  departed 
lover,  I  had  contraded  fevera]  ac- 
quaintances with  girls  of  high  keeping ; 
and  finding  myfelf  in  this  diftrefsful 
fituation,  I  thought  no  time  was  to  be 
loft,  till  I  fliould  fettle  myfelf  upon  a 
more  agreeable  footing.  Accordingly 
to  one  of  thefe  I  went,  and,  unfolding 
the  circumftances  of  my  late  difafter, 
flic  recommended  me  to  a  certain  worthy 
matron,who  lent  out  clothes  by  the  week, 
and  very  often  by  the  night,  to  girls 
who  were  not  fufficiently  furnifhed  with 
thefe  articles,  upon  a  promife  of  being 
handfomely  rewarded  from  the  profits 
of  the  expedition. 

Upon  producing  my  comrade's  letter, 
fhe  made  no  fcruple  to  equip  me  to  the 
beft  advantage,  and  from  my  untainted 
youth  and  beauty,  conceived  vaft  hopes 

of 
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of  my  facccls  ^Butt^ithoct  ddceiiding 
to  paf  ticukrs^  which  would  giw  mc  pain 
in  the  refating,  «nd  be  locking  to  tte 
C4f5  of  tny  biie,  who  is  not  a  mere  pro-   1 
i||^  I   be  k  fyflicieDt  to  initirm  yotit  " 
$im  I  went  gradually  through » from  one 
ftlge  to  another,  of  dns  iiil^mom  pro*  I 
fcfficm,  till  fny  Kfe  became  m  burdeft  to 
a3e,  iDd  I  rdblved  to  cxtricax  fnylelf  ■ 
I  from  fuch  fcenes  of  wickednels  is  fooii  I 

m  CTtr  I  could  be  fo  happy  to  raife  is  1 
much  money  as  would  fcrvc  to  carry 
me  back  to  Scotland. 

With  this  \-iew  I  was  one  night 
tempted  to  pick  a  gentleman's  pockrt 
of  his  watch  and  money  -,  but  being 
dctefted,  I  was  fent  to  New  Prifon,  and 
had  not  the  gentleman  been  fo  com- 
paflionate  as  not  to  appear  againft  mc 
at  the  enfuing  feflions,  I  fhoiild  certain- 
ly have  either  been  hanged,  or  tranf- 
ported,  for  this  my  firft  and  laft  at- 
tempt of  the  kind. 

How. 


However,  this  afiair  put  an  end  to 
my  views  of  going  home,  at  leaft  for 
one  while:  for,  during  my  confine- 
ment, 1  had  Ipent  all  my  little  mo- 
ney. To  that,  wlien  1  was  difcharged, 
mere  aecelBty  obliged  me  to  engage 
with  a  noted  bawd  in  Exeter-flreet,  in 
Whofe  houfe  I  contrafled  fuch  a  com- 
plication of  diftempers,  that  my  life 
-became  n  burden  %  and,  to  add  to  my 
affli^ons,  was  foon  after  turned  out 
almoft  naked  upon  the  wide  world  to 
feek  my  fortune,  where  having  wan- 
idered  almoft  a  month,  a  wretched  out- 
caft,  purfued  by  want,  mifery,  difcafe, 
and  the  ftings  of  a  guilty  confcience,  I 
looked  upon  my  difiblution  as  the  only 
means  left  to  rid  me  of  my  misfortunes ; 
and  had  not  Providence  Tent  you  fo  fe4- 
fonably  to  relieve  me,  I  had  certainly 
this  very  night  put  an  end  to  my  mi« 
ferable  exiftence  by  foicide. 


CHAR 
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1  mikc  Sukcy  an  honeft  woman  bj 
mirrkge-  -^Go  after  a  place  of  two 
faffiditd  a  year^  which  proves  a  bite 
vgpoa the  public  ~  Am  horribly  cba- 
pined,  but  relieved  by  a  fccond  ad- 
retifemeot  —  Oveihcaf  a  aikmik 
in  d  cefie€*faoure»  and  am  prevented  | 
from  being  taken  in  by  t  frefli  dif- 
CO  very. 


THE  relation  of  theft  occurrences, 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  fhockcd 
my  foul  to  hear,filled  my  bread  with  fym- 
pachizing  forrow,  and  deep-felt  anguilli. 
I  confidered,  that  all  her  fufferings  and 
aflBidions  were  the  natural  confequenccs 
of  her  firft  attachment  to  me  j  and  that, 
far  from  glorying  in  thofe  fcenes  of 
iniquity,  in  which  fhe  had  unhappily 
been  engaged,  I  had  a  very  alarming 
inftance,  that,  rather  than  remain  longer 
in  fuch  a  finful  courfe,   fhe  had  even 

chofe 
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chofe  to  facrificc  her  life,  fince  (he  had 
no  farther  profpe&  of  re-inftating  her* 
fclf  in  the  forfaken  paths  of  virtue. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  refledions,  I 
thought  it  my  indifpenfible  duty  to 
make  her  all  the  recompence  in  my 
power;  and  this  I  did  the  very  next 
xxx>ming  by  marrying  her.  She  re* 
ccived  this  token  of  my  afiedtion  as  be- 
came her;  and  was  fo  overcome  at  my 
generofity^  that  fhe  (hed  floods  of  tears  : 
all  which  I  took  as  the  natural  indica-* 
tions  of  a  mind  labouring  under  the 
(enie  of  unmerited  obligations. 

As  the  thoughts  of  our  fon  now  very 
much  engrofled  our  attention,  I  dif- 
patched  a  letter  to  my  old  fchool-mafter, 
with  a  defire  to  be  informed  of  the 
child's  health,  and  at  the  fame  time  ac- 
quainted him  with  my  marriage  to  hi$ 
niece.  In  courfe  of  poft,  I  received  the 
following  remarkable  epiftle : 

*  Sir, 
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*  S  I  R , 
*^y^UT  that  fome  frw  fparks  of  grace 

*  J> fcem  ftill  to  center  in  your  d- 

*  moft  gracelefs  heart,  by  thus  inquiring 

*  after  the  fruit  of  yourdifgraceftil  com- 

*  mcrcc  with  that  degeiicrate  creacure, 

*  whom  I  will  no  longer  call  my  niece, 

*  you  had  never  received  this  honour 

*  from  me.     Yet,  that  you  may  not  be 

*  too  much  elevated'  at  my  extraordr- 

*  nary  condefcenfion  in  placing  that  ir- 

*  fpeftful  monofyllabic,  which  you  find 

*  at  the  head  of  this  epiftle,    you  will 

*  do  well  to  recolleft,   that  the  tide  of 

*  Sir  is  equally  fignificant  of  Sir  knave, 

*  as  Sir  gendeman,  the  former  of  which 
'  you  may  very  properly  apply  to  your- 

*  fejf  as.the  true  indication  of  my  pre- 

*  fent  meaning.   Knave,  then,  rogue,  and 

*  villain,   as  .you  have  been  to  me  and 

*  mine,  and  degenerated  as  you  are  from 

*  all  moral  reftitude,    yet,  there  was  a 

*  time,  when  you  had  the  happinefs  to 

*  have   the  moft  fliining  examples  oi 

*  virtue 
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*'vimic  before  your  eyes,  when  a 
•<F— b— s  regulated  the  (^x  of  your 

*  youth,   whofc  paths   were-  patha  of 

*  righteoufnefs.  Yet  you  fell,  and  vil- 
•-lanoufty  rebelkdagainft  the  hand-that 
•"  raifedyou  to  the  nioft*elevatcd  tops  of 

*  the  flpwiery  PamafTus.  What  then  can 
*-ypu  expeft  but,  like  your  grand  pre- 
*-lident  Lucifer,  to  be  plunged  hcad- 
*long  to  the  bottomlefs  pit  of'ffery 
•-  Phlegcton,  to  inhabit  the  caverns  o^ 

*  the  infernal  Tartarus,  and,  with  bale- 

*  ful  eyes,  to  explore  the  gl6omy  prifons 
•trfjoy-dirpclling  Acheron  ? 

*  You  fajy  you  arc  marfi^d  -,  b^ut  c^i\ 

*  marriage  compenfate  for  the  eternal 

*  infamy  you  have  intailed  on  my  name 

*  and  fjinfijly  ?  Did  you  not  glory  in  your 

*  iniquity  ?  and  has  not  theflyt  elyd^ 

*  that  wholefome  church-difcipHne  en- 

*  jcHflcdihy^  the  faithful  for  falling  fin- 

*  ners,  which  could  only  have  reconciled 

*  her  to  the  prefbytcry  ?  What  then  re- 

*  mains 
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*  mains  but  afcommunicatioo,  and  a 

*  direful    looking   forward     to  heavy 
•judgment? 

*  As  for  the  child  you  abandoned  m 

*  my  care,  he  may,    for  any  thing  I 

*  know  to  the  contrary,  be  in  the  man- 
« lions  of  the  godly ;    at  leaft  I  hm 

*  acquitted  myfclf  with  regard  to  hijn   j 
»  as  became  a  chriflrian  and  a  F— b-s,   ' 

^  He  expired  fix  months  ago  under  all 

*  the  bcncdidions  of  the  church ;  yet, 

*  if  you  will  refleft  on  that  dreadful 

*  fentence,  "  I  will  vifit  the  fins  of  die 
"  fathers  unto  the  third  and  fourth  gc- 
"jieration,"    your  wicked  heart  may 

*  tremble,   left  your  unhallowed  loins 

*  may  have  given  an  heir  to  hell. 

«  Think  of  this,  thou  wretch,  and 
r  remember 

*F«b-s/ 

To 
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To  return. 1  had  no  fooncr  dif- 

harged  the  aforementioned  articles  of 
ny  duty,  and  paid  the  tribute  of  a  few 
ears  to  the  memory  of  my  departed 
:bild,  in  which  Sukey  accompanied  mc 
inth  great  cordiality,  than  I  communi- 
aitcd  to  her  the  fum  and  extent  of  my 
fortune,  which,  upon  a  thorough  in- 
peftion,  amounted  to  barely  five  hun- 
Incd  pounds.  As  this  was  a  fum  which, 
in  fuch  a  place  as  London,  could  not 
long  be  expefted  to  fupport  two  people 
in  a  courfe  of  idlenefs,  I  confulted  with 
Sukey  what  was  bed  to  be  done  in  the 
prcfent  emergency. 

After  we  had  debated  this  matter 
for  fome  time,  nothing  appeared  more 
applicable  to  our  prefent  fituation,  than 
for  mc  to  purchafe  a  place  in  fome  of 
the    public   offices,    on  the  falary  of 
which   we  might   live  with  decency, 
while    (he  employed  hcrfelf  in   plain- 
work,  or  if  any  money  could  be  fpared 
to  put  her  into  bufinefs,  (he  might  com- 
VoL.II.  K  mcnce 
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mence  milliner,  and  endeavour  to  get 
fomething  that  way. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  I 
looked  (harp  out  for  fomething  in  the 
aforefaid  way,  and  it  was  not  long  be- 
fore a  very  pompous  advertifement  ap- 
peared in  the  public  papers,  fetting 
forth,  that  a  very  handfome  place  of 
two  hundred  a  year  was  to  be  dif- 
pofed  of  without  lofs  of  trme,  and  that 
principals  were  to   apply  immediately 

at   a   certain    coffee -houfc  in  B d 

ftreet.  In  confequence  of  this,  I  did 
not  fail  to  give  attendance  -,  but  was 
furprized  to  find  the  houfe  already  fuU 
of  perfons  of  all  ages,  who  had  come 
with  intent  to  treat  ^bout  the  very  af- 
fair in  queftion.  I  had  already  drank 
three  difhes  of  coffee,  and  as  many  gi"* 
of  wine,  in  hopes  of  coming  toancxpb* 
nation  concerning  the  bufincfs  in  hand) 
but  I  was  as  near  my  point  as  at  i^1 
firft  entrance :  foi*  not  a  fyllable  could 
I  procure  with  the  feller  for  love  of 

moncyi 
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money,  wh6  was  every  now  and  then 
rarimng  iip  and  down  ftairs  with  the 
greateft  hurry  and  predpitation,  at- 
tended byfuch  a  clufter  of  young  fel- 
lows at  his  heels,  as  put  me  in  mind 
'  ~  of  the  pupils  of  a  prindpal  furgeon  at 
'  -anlioipital,  when  he  is  paying  his  duty 
.flierc. 

"At  length,   by  joining  in  with  the 

'cavalcade,  after  much  difficulty,  and 

**  mcfaluring  the  altitude  of  the    houfe 

'   ftom  bottom  totopfeveral  times,  I  did 

"^procure  the  happinefs  of  a  word    or 

"two;  when  he  very  complaifantly  told 

*0ic,    that  he  was  juft  about  bringing 

'-'  the  matter  to  a  conclufion  with  a  per- 

•'  Toii  above  ftairs  :    but,  if  I  would  only 

have  patience  for  a  few  minutes,   and 

ftcp  into  a  private  room,  if  he  did  not 

■    ablblutely  difpofe  of  it  then,  I  (hould 

''certainly  have  the  next  offer. 

'    I'was  much  pleafed  at  this  intelli- 

"f '  ^^oe^-and  was  retiring  towards  another 

i^artment,  in  order  to  Tegale  myfelf 

K  2  over 
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over  a  little  punch,  when  an  old 
fellow  in  a  laced  coat  very  much  tar- 
nifhed,  and  who  had  received  the  very 
anfwer  which  had  been  given  me,  but 
five  minutes  before,  perceiving  c?cry 
body  compUmented  in  the  fame  fnaa- 
ner,  exclainied  with  great  fury,  *  You 

*  and  your  place  may  be  d n'd !  1 

*  believe  it  is  at  I  a  bite  upon  the  public,  , 

*  in  order  to  draw  cuftom  to  the  houie  j 

*  at    the  expence  of    all    the  fools  fit 

*  tov;n  :  but,  d — n  me,  if  1*11  augment 

*  the  number  any  longer  •,  '  and  then 
went  out  in  high  dudgeon,  leaving  mc 
in  twenty  minds  to  follow  him  \  for  I 
could  have  no  idea  how  one  thing 
could  be  bought  by  upwards  of  fifty 
people  at  once. 

While  I  remained  in  this  ftate  of 
fufpv  ncc,  the  alarm  was  given,  that  a 
bai|;ain  was  liruck  above  flairs, and  there 
was  no  farther  occafion  for  attendance :  ; 
on  which  the  company  departed  about 
their    bufinefs  ;    all    of   them   not  a 

littk 
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little  vexed  at  having  fpent  fo  much 
time  to  fo  little  purpofe :  many  of  whom 
ihook  their  heads,  and  made  ufe  of  the 

epithets,  **  Bite,  d n'd  bite,  hum- . 

"bug,  and  queer  buffers,"  withfymp- 
toms  of  uncommon  refentment. 

For  my  part,  this  and  many  other 
difappointments  of  the  like  nature  gave. 
me  a  great  diflike  to  place-hunting  •,  as 
I  found  that,    during  thefe  refearches, 
my  money  diffolved  apace :  befides,  a 
few  weeks  after  the  firft  affair  I  was  in- 
formed by  an  accidental  acquaintance 
at  an  eating-houfe,  that  all  this  buftle 
and  folemnity  had  been  calculated  with 
no  other  view,  than  to  draw  in  a  young 
fellow  to  lend  a  round  fimi  upon  the 
iecurity  of  this  very  place  in  queftion  ; 
which  had  produced  this  effc6t,  that  the 
the  borrower  had  gone  off,  over  head 
and  ears  in  debt,  having  difpofed  of  hij^ 
office  to  an  acquaintance  fome  days  be- 
fore in  a  private  manner  •,  and  the  man 
that  advanced  the  money,  not  finding 
K  3  his 
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his  caft  come  in  according  to  exprfb- 
tjon,  was  thrown  into  a  jai),whcre  he  was 
like  CO  repent  of  hia  folly  and  tndilcrt- 
tion  at  Icilure, 

This  difcovery  did  not  in  ihc  Icaft- 
contribute  towards  the  fatisfaftion  of 
my  mind  ;    as  I  perceived*    that  die 
kfiger  I  lived,  I  had  the  more  opportU- 
nities  to  fee  the  villainy  of  mankind  in 
general,  who  preyed  upon,  one  another 
with  more  favagefiiry  than  the  beads 
of  the  field  ;    and  I  was  even  under 
fhocking  apprehenfions    of  wafting  a 
year  or  two,    in  the  fearful   expe(ftsi- 
tion  of  incroaching  penury,   and  thca 
augment  the  number  of  thofe  wretches, 
who  had  already  fallen  a  vidtim  to  the 
villainy  of  deftroying  man. 

I  was  greatly  difpirited  at  thefc  &rt 
of  refleftions,  when  the  following  pa- 
ragraph aroufed  my  attention,  in  fpitc 
of  my  former  refolution  to  the  con- 
trary ; 
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«  To  he  dlfp6fcd  of  dircfftIy,for  erne  huti-i 

*  dred  and  feventy. pounds  ilerling,  a 

*  vcrygentcd  place  for  life.;  falary 

*  and  perquifites  amount  to  about  a 

*  hundred  pound  per  annum.    En- 

*  quire  at  the  R-. — rr —  coffee-houfc, 

*  in  the . 

•  N.  6.  It  is  moft  earneftly  defired,  that 

*  no  perfons  will  give  themfelves  the 
^  trouble  to  apply,  as  this  is  a  real 
^good  thing,  but  they  whofe  charac- 
^  ter  in  life  will  beajr  the  moft  fxd£t 

*  fcrutiny/  .  ^ 

I  thought  this  looked  fomething 
feafible  indeed,  as  it  was  not.  only  4 
moderate  competency  for  any  man>  but 
aUb  occefllve  cheap,  a  circumfbuxce  that 
ibited  the  channel  of  my  pockets  and 
Jbclination  extremely;  Then  again,  (hit 
article  of  *  noperfon  but  of  cbafa&er 
f  and  reputation  are.  defired,  to  apply .^ 
That  looks  well,  thinks  I,  and  tiiis.is 
certainly  one  of.  thofe  lucky  hits,  which 
happen,  perhaps,  once  or,  twiqe^^in.  a 


h 
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H     century,  and  are  not  to  be  overlooked^ 

^     So  I  went  after  it  in  great  CKpcaations, 

taking  the  money  in  my  pocket,  to  be 

ready  topurchafe  upon  the  fpot,  ifoc- 

caCon  fhould  require  it- 

Upon  entering  the  houfe,  I  was  fo 
far  from  fceins;  it  crowded  with  com- 
pany,  as  I  had  expeftcd,  that  there  was 
only  the  mafter  and  another  man  en- 
gaged in  very  earned  converfation.  As 
I  thought  they  could  have  no  idea  that 
I  was  any  other  than  a  chance  cuftomer, 
I  took  up  a  news-paper,  and  began  to 
read  with  a  (hew  of  great  attention, 
but  neverthelefs  with  intent  to  over- 
hear their  difcourfe  the  better  unper- 
ceived.  It  was  not  long  ere  one  of  them 
broke  out  with,    *  What  a  d— n'd  lofs 

*  now  is  the  deficiency  of  a  little  calh 

*  to  me,  on  this  occafion !  —  here  I  could 

*  have  had  an  opportunity  to  provide 

*  for  my  family  to  all  intents  and  pur- 

*  pofes,    for  a  hundred   a  year   is  no 
^  mean  thing,     Befides,  you  fay  there 
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^  is  no  great  attendance,   and  a  man 

*  may  follow  any  other  bufinefs  at  plea- 
furc.      Had  my  poor  fon  Will  been 

*  alive  now,and  had  but  the  dull,  this  job 

*  would  have  done  for  him  efFedually : 
'  for  the  bufinefs  of  this  place  is  fuch 

*  as  to  admit  of  fome  leifure  time,   in 

*  which  you  know  a  man  may  be  get- 

*  ting  a  little  pocket-money  by  polling 

*  up   any  merchant's   accounts  a  few 

*  hours  in  the  day.  But  neither  of  thefe 

*  things  can  now  be,    and  I  am  the 

*  xnoft  unfortunate  man  alive/ 


Here  he  was  fucceeded  by  the  land- 
lord, who  pronounced  in  fome  furprife, 

*  I  wonder  what  in  the  world  Mr. 

*  means    by    this    inconfiderate  ftep ! 

*  Sure  I  am,    the  place  he  is  now  dif- 

*  pofing  of  is  well  worth  a  hundred  a 

*  year,    including  perquifites.      But  I 

*  fancy  the  young  fellow  has  been  a 

*  little  extravagant ;  and  you  know  this 
^  London  is  the  devil  and  all  for  lead- 

K  5     '  '  ing 
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*  ing  a  man  into  debt.     There  ait  ib 

*  many  ways  for  one  to  mpk>y  one's 

*  money  fo  agreeably,   that  a  pcrfon 

*  very  often  over-runs  the  conftable  bc- 

*  fore  he  is  aware  ;  and  when  once  a 
^  man,  in  a  public  office,  gets  inthralled 
^  with  debt,  it  kicks  up  his  heels  at 

*  once,  as  he  cannot  attend  his  bufinefs 

*  without  being  arretted,  and  if  be  ab* 

*  fconds,  he  lofes  his  place :    for  die 

*  king's  work  muft  be  done  at  any  rate.' 

I  thought  thefe  reafons  fo  fatisfaftory, 
that  I  was  of  opinion  no  time  was  to 
be  loft,  left  fome  new  intruder  might 
get  the  ftart  of  me  -,  and  inquired,  with 
fome  emotion,  the  nature  of  the  afiair 
they  were  fpeaking  of.  Here  the  land- 
lord told  me  with  a  very  ferious  coun- 
tenance, that  it  was  no  •(ham  thing,  in- 
vented to  draw  in  the  ignorant  and 
unwary,  but  aftually  a  very  handfon^ 
fcttlcmcnt  for  any  fingle  man  during 
life,  with  this  advantage,  that  he  might 

have 
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have  an  opportunity*  to  difpofe  of  it 
again  for  the  fame  money,  at  a  minute's 
warning;  and  that  it  was  inferted  in 
the  preceding  days  papers  at  large. 

But  what  is  the  nature  of  it.  Sir  f 
faid  I,  for  I  remember  fomething  of  it 
now ;  and  if  I  like  it,  will  become  a 
purchafer.  But  before  he  would  anfwer 
me  to  this  queftion,  he  defired  to  know 
if  I  was  a  (ingle  man ;  to  which,  I  re* 
plied  in  the  affirmative :  when  he  .af- 
fured  me  my  bufinefs  was  done;  for 
it  was  a  competency  for  any  perfon  who 
could  live  within  bounds,  and  would 
maintain  him  like  a  gentleman.  .  .    . » 

This  information  pleafed  me  vaftly. 
I  aflfured  him,  that  my  pafTions  were 
none  of  the  mofl  unreafoDabie  in  their 
demands,  and  again  demanded  the.  na- 
ture and  name  of  the  bufinefs.  *  I'll  tell 
*  you  what,  Sir,*  faid  he,  *  the  purch^fe 
^  money  is  no  more  than  one  hundred 

.      *  and 
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*  and  feventy  pounds,  which,  confider* 

*  ing  the  annual  income,  is  but  a  trifle. 

*  Then  again,   whoever  has  this  place, 

*  is  entitled  to  the  freedom  of  the  cit)', 
'  which  fhall  be  prefented  him  when 

*  the  bargain  is  concluded  ;  fo  that  you 

*  fee  plainly,  Sir,  there  is  no  bite  here, 
^  and  all  is  fair  above  board.' 

But  the  name.  Sir,  fays  I.     *  VCtcj 

*  the  name.  Sir,'  quoth  he,  *  is  ad- 
'  mirably  adapted  to  the  bufinefs,  and 

*  conveys  an  idea  of  its  importance  in 

*  a  minute.      Its  name,  Sir,  is  diftin- 

*  guifhed  by  the  appellation  of  "  Yeo- 
"  man  to  the  flieriffs  of  the  city.'*  I 
thought  this  indeed  a  very  grand  name, 
and  promifcd  to  call  again  in  a  day  or 
two,  to  give  him  a  categorical  anfwer : 
but  he  gave  me  to  underftand,  that  I  was 
under  a  very  great  miftake,  to  think  a 
place  of  that  nature  would  be  half  an 
hour  in  dilpofing  of,  far  lefs  a  couple 
of  days  j    and  obfervcd,  that  if  I  had 

really 
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really  any  thoughts  that  way,  I  would 
do  well  to  give  earneft  direftly,  with  a 
diredlion  where  to  inquire  after  my 
character,  and  if  approved  of,  that  I 
might  be  found  at  a  minute's  warning : 
otherwife  he  could  not  promife  to  infure 
its  not  being  occupied  by  fome  other 
perfon,  who  had  a  better  regard  to  their 
intereft. 

But  I  was  determined  to  do  nothing 
rafhly,  fince  I  had  fo  often  experienced 
the  folly  of  trufting  to  appearances, 
however  flattering  ;  and  took  my  leave 
for  that  time,  fully  refolved  to  inquire 
a  little  farther  into  the  matten 

Accordingly,  the  fame  evening,  I 
went  to  an  ale-houfe  in  Cheapfide,  in 
order  to  confult  the  mafter  thereof,  and 
learn  the  opinion  of  fome  citizens  of 
my  acquaintance  on  this  occafion.  I 
was  jufl:  beginning  to  open  the  affair  to 
the.  landlord,   when  a  difpute  arifing 

among 
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among  fome  dirty  fellows  in  the  kitchen, 
I  overheard  one  of  them  cry  out,  *  D— n 

*  you.  Sir,  don't  talk  to  me,  Tm  your 

*  betters  -,  *  which  the  other  retorted  by 
obferving,  that  fince  he  had  disfigured 
himfelf  with  that  blue  caflbck  at  the 
Old  Baily,  he  had  forgot  himfelf,  and 
was  faucy  •,  but  for  all  his  pride,  he 
was  no  better  than  a  bailifPs  follower. 

*  You  lie,  you  dog,*  fay»^  his  antago- 
nift,  '  Tm  a  yeoman  to  the  fherifF  of 

*  the  city/ 

I  was  thoroughly  alarmed  at  thefe 
words  ;  and  applying  to  the  mafter,  de- 
manded the  meaning  of  that  office  the 
man  had  fpoken  of :  when  he  told  me 
that  he  was  a  very  filly  fellow,  and  was 
not  to  be  pitied,  for  that  he  had  ruined 
himfelf  by  throwing  away  a  deal  of 
good  money  for  nothing.  The  fellow 
was  a  flioemaker,  fays  he,  and  might 
have  lived  comfortably  enough,  as  his 
wife  is  a  very  induftrious  fort  of  a  body, 

and 
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imd  befides  a  moft  excellent  houfe- 
.  wife  i  but  inftead  of  following  his 
trade,  he  fold  all  off,  and  purchafed  this 
.  place  he  w^  juft  now  boafting  of;  the 
income  of  which  is  only  conditional  for 
the  moft  part,  according  as  the  owner 
applies  himfelf  to  bufinefs;  none  of 
which  reflefts  either  honour  or  credit  to 
the  individual.  It  confifts  chiefly  in 
attending  the  inferior  courts,  fuch  as 
Guildhall  and  the  Old  Baily ;  fetching 
yp  the  rear  of  a  proceflion  on  a  Lord- 
.  mayor's  day  -,  and  ferving  copies  of 
writs.  Indeed,  his  neighbour  did  not 
give  it  a  wrong  name  in  that  of  a  bai- 
lifPs  follower,  for  it  is  only  fit  to  be 
conduced  by  people  of  that  vocation. 

I  now  thought  myfelf  extremely  hap- 
py in  having  efcapcd  this  bait;  and 
without  hinting  my  intentions  to  any 
body,  as  I  fancied  that  would  only  ex- 
pofe  my  own  ignorance  the  more,  I  re- 
folvcd  to  lay  aQde  all  farther  dependance 

OA 
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on  this  fcheme,  which  I  found  was  the 
height  of  folly  to  build  upon  without 
feme  honed  friend  in  power,  and  who 
knew  thoroughly  the  nature  of  fuch 
tranfaftions;  and  turn  my  mind  to  fome- 
thing  elfe,  that  fhould  ward  off  the  ap- 
proaches of  poverty  and  all  its  dreadfiil 
attendants. 

In  a  few  days  I  read  the  fame  advcr- 
tifement  again,  which,  notwithftanding 
nil  the  landlord  had  faid,  was  prolonged 
for  the  fpace  of  three  weeks,  with  this 
alteration,  that  the  purchafe  money  was 
dwindled  down  to  feventy  pounds  j  at 
the  end  of  which  time  I  heard,  that  a 
young  fellow,  who  in  a  courfe  of  feveral 
years  fervitude  had  fcraped  together  a 
little  money,  was  taken  in  by  the  fpe- 
cious  allurement,  and  either  obliged  to 
give  a  mean  and  laborious  attendance, 
or  then  difpofc  of  his  bargain  for  a 
third  of  the  money :  in  which  cafe  the 
worthy  mafter  of  the  coffec-houfe  was 

cm- 
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ployed  as  broker,  who  not  only,  by 
ins  of  thefe  tranfaftions,  feathered 
own  neft  at  the  expence  of  both  the 
^er  and  feller,  but  alfo  found  a  ne- 
-failing  remedy  to  enlarge  his  bufi- 
i,  by  attraAing  all  the  young  fellows 
London  who  were  out  of  employ- 
it,  and  had  a  little  caih  to  favour  his 
ife,  at  lead  five  times  a  month,  with 
r  cuftom. 


«» 
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CHAP.      XIL 

Lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  place- hunt- 
trig.  -^  Refolv^e  to  turn  publican,  ti^d 
a^Iy  to  a  regifter- office,  - —  Am  hi- 
rangued  by  the  rHafter,  who  inveighs 
bitterly  againft  the  villainy  of  brewcrf 
and  diftillers, —  Profeflcs  great  friend* 
ihip^  and  introduces  me  to  a  houfc 
in  Southwark.  —  He  pradifea  a  rf* 
markable  inftance  of  his  calling,  but 
is  prevented  from  reaping  the  fruits 
of  his  attachment  by  a  queer  difco- 
very.  —  Sukey  is  feized  with  a  vio- 
lent fever,  and  dies  the  third  day. 

BUT  though  I  had  all  the  reafon 
in  the  world  to  be  fatisfied  in 
having  fo  narrowly  efcaped  this  trap, 
yet,  1  could  not  help  being  very  much 
dlfpirited  at  my  precarious  fituation ; 
hourly  lamenting  that,  amidft  a  trading 
and  flouriihing  city,  I  fhould  thus  be 
devoid  of  all  manner  of  bufinefs.    And 

this 
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this  was  the  more  irkfotne  to  me,  not 
only  as  I  faw  njy  money  melting  away 
ap4ce,butalfo,as  my  conftitution  was  not^ 
calculated  for  ina£tivity,  and  my  health 
viftbly  declining.  Sukey,  indeed,  poor 
girl,  was  indefatigable  to  render  my  ex- 
pencea  as  f^w  as  poffible,  and  by  dole 
application  to.  plain- work,  made  fhi& 
to  make  both  ends  of  the  week  anfwer 
without  breaking  in  upon  the  capital : 
but  ftill  this  would  never  do,  I  langiii(b* 
ed  for  adtioii  I  and  at  laft  defpairing  of 
meeting  with  any  offer  to  my  mind^ 
entertained  the  notion  of  conimencing 
publicaD, 

Thoiogh  thif  was  a  ftep  that  but  ill 
fuited  my  pride,  yet  I  found  that  Se- 
veral very  creditable  people  were  em- 
barked in  that  yery  branch,  and  fome 
of  them  even  made  their  fortunes  by  it 
in  a  few  years. 

I  remembered  alfo  the  words  of  my 
falie  friend,  the  ftock-broker,  which, 

how- 
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however  fallacious  in  other  refpeftSi 
were  certainly  true  in  this  cafe,  viz.  that 
a  man  without  fome  buCnefs  in  Lon- 
don is  looked  upon  as  no  better  than  a 
non-entity  in  the  community^  and  liable 
to  the  infpeftion  of  every  petty  war- 
rant conftable  or  juftice  of  peace,  as  a 
perfon  dangerous  to  fociety- 

In  order,  therefore,  to  take  time  while 
time  was,  and  do  fomething  before  my 
all  was  gone,  I  communicated  my  in- 
tentions to  my  wife,  who  approved  of 
them  greatly,  and  hugged  herlelf  not 
a  httle  in  the  exadt  management  Ihe 
would  obferve  in  her  family,  and  the 
figure  fhe  fhould  cut  in  a  well  fur- 
nifhcd  bar. 

Full  of  this  fcheme,  I  bent  my  mind 
to  bring  it  to  bear  in  the  moft  effedual 
manner,  and  applied  forthwith  to  a 
noted  regiiler-officc,  where  I  paid  my 
quota  very  readily,  and  like  wife  treated 
the  mafter  with  a  bowl  of  punch,   in 

order 
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order  to  influence  him  the  more  in  my 
favour.  He  accordingly  promifed  me 
wonders  -,  obferved,  that  a  public  way 
was  aftually  at  thisjunfture  the  moft 
thriving  trade  in  the  Univerfe  ;  and 
afked  me,  if  I  could  afford  to  go  the 
length  of  one  hundred  guineas. 

Glad  of  this  opportunity  to  manifeft 
my  importance,  I  told  him,  that  if  any 
genteel  thing  of  good  cuftom  and  efta- 
bli(hed  reputation  (hould  fall  in  his 
way,  I  would  not  even  fcruple  to  go 
the  length  of  three  hundred  upon  a 
pinch,  and  if  it  had  conveniencies  for 
raifing  up  a  few  ftables  upon  the  pre- 
mires,fo  much  the  better,  as  I  might  then 
make  fomething  by  letting  out  horfes  ; 
for  that  I  refolved  to  enter  into  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  bufinefs  at  once. 

*  Say  you  fo  ?  *   quoth  this  worthy 
member  of  the  community,  '  Ecod  !  I 

•  fee  you  are  another  guefs  fort  of  a 

*  man,  than  many  I  have  met  with.  — 

'Let 
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*  Let  mc  alone  to  do  your  bufmefs.  — 

*  I  lore  to  fee  young  men  of  fpirit  — 

*  there  b  nothiDg  like  it  —  you  can  then 

*  have   an   opportunity   lo  keep  your 

*  brewer  and  diftiller  under,  who,  to  tell 

*  yoo  a  fecitt,    that  I  wou'dn*t  chufc 

*  lo  acqu»nt  every  body  with^  I  do  af- 

*  fare  you,  arc  very  good  fcrvancs,  but 

*  extreme   bad  matters.     What  is  the 

*  realbn,  d'ye  think,  of  fo  many  public 

*  houles  to   be    let   every    other  day  ? 

*  Why  nothing  in  the  world  but  this  — 

*  a  fooliih  couple  have  no  fooner  fcraped 

*  together  the  fum  of  fixty  or  feventy 

*  pounds,    than,    unwilling   to  remain 

*  longer  in  a  (late  of  fervile  dependance, 

*  they  muft  forfooth  be  for  commencing 

*  houfekc^epers,  and  entering  among  the 

*  honourable  order  of  publicans.     It  is 

*  an  eafy  matter  to  take  a  houfe,  and 

*  throw   away   the    bed    part   of  their 

*  money  u[X)n  the  purchafe  of  fixtures, 

*  and  what  not  -,  nay,  even  to  procure 

*  creiiit  with  their  brewer  and  diftiller 

*  to  boot :  but,  not  having  a  fufficient 

'fund 
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^  fund  in  bank,  if  tr^d^  is  a  little  .d^ 

*  l^t  firft,    as  in.  moil  cafes,  it  generally 

*  is,  even  in  the  beft  of  houfes^  they  ^rc 
'  then  under  a  neceffity  to  run  ftill  far- 
•ther  in. debt   to  thefe  men >, who,  if 

*  not  pei;fp.ns  of  a,  very  qhrifjiipn  prin- 

*  ciple,  oblige  them  to  take  the  yqry 

*  refufe  of  their  liquors,  which^  not 
'  anfwering  their  cuftomers  palates,  thefc 

*  confcientious  credijtprs   direftly  feizc 

*  upon  the  premifes  to  indemnify  tbem- 

*  felves,  and,  by  a  writ  of  ejeftment, 
^  turn  the  wretched  fools  into  the  wide 

*  world,  to, repent. of  their  folly  at  lei- 

*  fure  -r-  So  that  I  again  fay.  Sir,  you 

*  are  extremely  in  the  right  of  it^ .  to 

*  begin  with  a  full  hand  *,  and  I  will  do 

*  for  you,  I  promife  you.' 

.-.  I  was  wonderfully,  taken  with  the 
open  dealing  of  the  man  -,   and  when 
>  1  went  home,  gave  |i  detail  of  the  par- 
-iiiculATS.ol  thi^  conference  tp  my  wife, 
.:>»di(>  oblkivgdi  jhat^aUthefe  things  were 
not  only  probable,  but  might  be  like- 
wife 


fBf  life  amt  JJviHttiffi 

iad  yet  ihc  rcgiftcr-ro^  aft* 
1 1  rogue  lor  aU  ihat,  mi  d- 
c  to  do  Docfung  mOilf ,  but  to 
i  vittt  csDtioci  in  the  afl^r. 


Ii  m  wny  few  ibys  iftcr  this  confr- 

me  with  fymptOTOJ 

I  in  his  coufltauoce, 

fe^ng  inr  b>'  the  hand,    '  My 

*  6-ir  fn«K!/  fays  he,  *  now  or  never 

*  :5  :^:r  rn:e  to  fcrttle  yourfelf  to  the 

*  :\:r:-r-::  c:  ycur  wiihcs.    A  houfe  that 

*  r~i^.:  no:  d::grice  my  lord  mayor  to 

*  l;vf  :.-*,  i<  row  to  be  let  —  I  fmelt  this 

*  cc:  r-:r:';r-:iy,  being  a  littJe  cunning, 

*  r^.::  I  ve:.!y  bcl-eve  there  is  not  ano- 

*  th^r  peribn  in  London    fo  much  as 
•^  f^^ect^  rr.?  Itiil  thought  of  fuch  a 

*  :h  ^c  ;  crhcrT^ife,  God  have  mercy  on 

*  rs     :.-nt  would  be  no  coming  within 

*  :h-  nr^ch  oi  :r  for  a  thoufand  pounds/ 

Th.^Jgh  I  had  no  great  opinion  of 
£!  rh  5  djuriihing,  I  was  ncverthclcls 
r:.v^^  CO  fee  the  ifluc  of  the  affair, 

and 
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and  accompanied  him  to  the  borough 
of  Southwark.  Juft  as  we  had  eroded 
London  bridge,  he  ftopt  fhort  of  a 
fudden,  and  pretending  to  recolleift  him- 
ielf,  begged  me  to  ftep  into  a  public 
houle,  where  we  could  have  a  tiff  of 
punch,  as  he  had  a  note  of  fome  dif- 
patches  to  take  down  upon  paper. 

Accordingly  in  we.went,  and  after  a 
little  ftay,  he  obferved  that  he  had  fixed 
the  mafter  of  the  houfe  we  were  in,  into 
as  good  bread  as  any  in  the  city,  and 
only  fix  weeks  before.  During  the 
time  our  punch  was  making,  my  con- 
ductor took  occafion  to  afk  the  land- 
lord how  trade  went  on,  and  took  no- 
tice that  this  young  gentleman,  mean- 
ing me,  was  juft  going  to  increafe  the 
number  of  the  fraternity  —  and  where 
d'ye  think  is  to  be  the  place  ?  why,  no 
other  than  the  twelve  B—s  in  St.  M— y 
O— V — ^y's  church-yard. 

Vol.  II.  L  He 
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He  had  no  fooner  uttered  this  la{\  ob* 
ffrvadoii,  than  mine  hoft  laying  the 
bowl  of  punch  out  o£-  his  trembUng 
hand  Bpon  the  table,  afllimcd  a  mol^ 
ghalUy  look,  accampamed  with  a  h^- 
tcring  voice,  and  exclaimed,  *  God  fof- 

*  hid!  no,  lure,  you  do  but  joke!  and 

*  only  want  to  frighten  me.^ — ^The  twelve 
'  B— s  in  St.  M— y  O — v — y's  church- 

*  yard  to  be  let !  is  it  pofTible  ?  If  I  could 
'  bv.t  think  my  good  and  trufty  friend 

*  Mr.  M 1  could  be  capable  of  ufing 

*  rr.e  thus,  I  don't  know  what  might  be 
'  the  confcquence.'  He  then  threw 
himielf  back  in  his  chair,  and  remained 
fl'jpidly  mute  for  fome  feconds,  till  at 
hfl:  he  thcugi;t  proper  to  break  filence, 
by  demanding  in  a  furious  tone.  What 
the  devil  he  meant  by  clapping  him 
irro  luch  a  lirrle  pury,  paultry  place, 
vJ:ere  he  was  almoft  lliffled  for  want  of 
brcaih,  when  lliJi  a  glorious  and  miagni- 
ficenc  houic  was  to  be  difpofed  of,  where 
a  man  n:i^^.hr  make  double  the  rent  by 
lj>.^gers  •,  obAiving,  he  would  not  have 

valued 


of  Hamilton  Mv rr a  y .    2 1  c^ 

(ralued  the  quitting  his  prefent  houfe, 
if  he  (hould  have  paid  the  whole  year's 
charges,  and  been  at  the  expence  of 
moving  all  his  furniture  to  boot,  could' 
[ic  have  only  been  fo  happy  as  to  have' 
known  this  fooner ;  and  concluded  with' 
celling  him  in  pretty  fevere  terms,  that* 
lie  had  ufed  him  damn'd  ill,  and  he 
(hould  take  care  to  refent  it  accord- 
ingly. 

My  good  friend  now  thought  it  in- 
cumbent upon  him  to  make  fome  apo- 
logies for  this  rafh  ftep  in  breach  of 
friendfhip,  by  moft  folemnly  protefting 
that  he  had  not  the  leaft  knowledge  of 
the  matter  till  late  lad  night,  and  that 
in  the  nature  of  things  it  was  imprac- 
ticable to  have  done  otherwife,  without 
incurring  a  vaft  expence.  '  Expence! ' 
fkid  the  landlord,  '  d — n  expence !  when 

*  a  man  has  an  opportunity  of  fettling 

*  bimfelf  for  life,  what  fignifies  the  trif- 

*  ling  fum  of  <  a  few  fcore  of  guineas  ? ' 

L  2  '  For 
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•  For  Heaven's  fake.  Sir/  quoth  the 
rcgifter-keeper,    *  don't  be  in  all  this 

*  paflion.     I  am  not  fure  but  the  mafter 

*  may  keep  it  up   fome  few  months 

*  longer,  in  order  to  raife  the  good  will; 
^  but  at  any  rate  be  fure  to  be  filcnt 

*  as  to  this  affair  :  for  fhould  the  thing 

*  once  come  to  be  blown,    it  might  do 
^  me  a  great  injury,    and  yourfelf  no 

*  good.* 

But  all  thefe  flattering  fuggeftions 
loft  much  of  their  intended  effed  upon 
me.  I  remembered  the  proceedings  of 
the  Fleet-merchant  too  well  to  be  taken 
in  by  a  fimilitude  ;  and,  without  hint- 
ing my  mind  to  either  of  them,  made 
a  motion  to  proceed  to  bufinefs,  rc- 
folving  to  fee  to  the  bottom  of  it. 

At  going  away,  the  landlord  falutcd 
me  with,    *  Well,  Sir,  what  muft  be, 

*  muft  be,  and  there  is  no  help  for  fa- 

*  tality.     I  wifti  you  much  joy  of  your 

*  nappy  profpcds,  though  I  can't  help 

*  envying 
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*  ciivylng  you  a  little  neither  :  but 
^  every  man  has  his  good  and  ill  for- 

*  tune,  and  you  have  yours.  My  motto, 

*  I  find,  muft  be  fair  and  foftly,  but  other 

•  people  have  their  own  luck  and  the 

•  devil's  to  boot.      You'll  excufe  my 

•  homely  proverb.  Sir  j  but  *tis  an  old 
^  faying  and  a  true,  one  man  may  flave 
^  on  all  his  days  in  a  pitiful  fervile 
'  drudgery,    and  hardly  keep  life  and 

*  foul  together,  while  another  ftiall  jump 

•  into  an  eftate  at  once,  and  that  by 

•  the  very  fame  means  that  proved  his 

*  neighbour's  ruin/ 

When  we  entered  the  premifes,  I 
found  the  publican  had  not  faid  wrong, 
'^hen  he  called  it  a  glorious  and  magnifi- 
cent  houfe.  It  was  indeed  large  enough 
to  lodge  feveral  companies  of  grenadiers 
in,  it  being  no  lefs  than  five  ftorics 
high.  Though,  what  furprifed  me  not  a 
little,  was,  that  this  huge  overgrown 
manfion  had  not  a  living  foul  of  a 
cuftomer  in  it  all  the  time  of  my  viCt- 
L  3  i'^g 
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ing  the  fevcral  apartoients  i  whitb^ 
•when  1  took  notice  of  wuli  fomc  won- 
der, they  told  me,  that  all  company 
was  prohibiced  for  that  day,  for  fear 
of  difturbing  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfc, 
who  was  extremely  ill  with  &  vioknt 
pain  in  the  head.  I  thought  this  ac* 
count  pretty  fingultr,  that  (he  could  tiot 
find  one  corner  in  fo  Urge  a  place  ro 
nide  hcrl'clf  in,  without  affronting  her 
cuftomers  by  turning  them  forcibly  out 
of  doors. 

In  going  over  the  feveral  rooms,  the 
maftcr,  in  whofe  countenance  was  vi- 
fibly  pictured  ruin,  poverty,  anddefpair, 
was  very  complaifantly  telling  me  the 
manifold  ufes  that  each  might  be  put 
to,  in  order  to  improve  the  trade  ;  and 
when  we  mounted  the  upper-ftory,  he 
took  notice  of  the  glorious  fituation 
of  a  fort  of  barricaded  balcony  with  a 
cover  to  it,  and  after  expatiating  on  the 
plcafant  profpccl  it  had  all  over  the 
Thames,  took  notice,    it  would  be  the 

fined 
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fihcft  place  in  the  World  for  a  taylorto 
accommodate  his  journeymen  at  thdr 
woric,  Who,  being  exalted  fo  high  above 
their  neighbfturs,  would  inchant  the 
whole  parilh  with  the  mufic  of  their 
voices,  dnd  cherup  out  harmony  like 
•fo  many  nightingales. 

This  cutfous  obftrvatibn  had  fuch  ah 
•efifeft  \ipdn  my  fifible  faculties,  that  ^I 
•bufft  biJt  in  a  violent  fit  of  "ladghtfer, 
and  defired  to  know,  why  he,  thiat  wis 
fuch  an  excellent  fchemer,  did  not  put 
this  fine  thought  in  praftice  ?    telling 
him,  that  as  the  taylofs  would  fihg  like 
nightingales,  they  would  infallibly  be 
•under  a  neceflicy  to  drink  like  fifhes, 
and  confcquently  be  a  moft  excellent  in- 
doors trade  for  a  certainty.      He  was 
difconcerted  very  much  at  this  queftiort; 
and  after  a  little  paufe,  was  fain  to  lay 
his  omiffion  of  fo  important  an  article 
to  the  care  he  had  of  his  wife*s  health, 
which  would  certainly  be  much  injured 
by  the  tumultuous  noife  of  fo  many 
L  4  bafs- 
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ba&^vials«  But  I  objc^cd  to  this  auv  \ 
gumcnr,  by  obfcrving,  with  aji  ironical 
f&m  ihat  gave  hini  very  unpromiCng 
bDpes  of  fticccfs,  that  the  bed  way  to 
rcmoire  that  iDcon^xjiience  would  haw 
been  to  dbibliOi  a  weekly,  or  cTen  % 
daily  ciub  of  oifter- women  and  bunicn, 
to  be  Aationed  in  the  oppofite  apart- 
incnc,  who»  joyning  their  treble  to  the 
taylor^  bafs  mufic,  would  not  have  failed 
to  have  rendered  the  whole  an  agreeable 
concert. 

He  made  no  reply  to  this,  otherwifc 
than  by  a  forced  fmile,  and  afking  me 
to  ftep  with  him  into  another  part  of 
the  houfe.  In  fhort,  when  we  had 
ranged  over  the  whole  place  from  top 
to  bottom,  during  which  every  piece  of 
furniture  exhibited  the  appearance  of 
delblation,  I  defired  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  particulars  of  coming  in,  that 
I  might  the  better  know  how  to  pro- 
ceed ;  telling  him  I  had  conceived  an 
extraordinary  hking  to  the  fituation,  and 

as 
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as  my  wife  was  not  difturbed  with  thofe 
ibrt  of  troublefome  diforders  attendant 
on  his,  I  could  more  eafily  bring  his 
projed  of  the  taylors  to  bear. 

On  this  my  landlord  very  gravely 
went  to  a  bureau,  and  taking  out  a 
fcroU  of  paper,  put  it  into  my  hands, 
telling  me,  that  I  would  find  an  ac- 
count of  the  whole  expence  included  in 
that  bill,  which,  when  I  had  opened  it» 
I  found  to  be  as  follows  : 

To  ftock  in  trade  at  prime 

coft      —        50  o  o 

To  fixtures,  and  furniture      50  o  o 

To  utenfils  in  the  bufinefs      100  o 

To  good-will  for  being  al- 
lowed to  come  in  50  o  o 

Total  £.1600     o 

While  I  was  examining  the  particu- 
lars of  this  bill,    a  poor  draggle-tailed 
wretch  came  in,  being  the  firft  living 
ibul  I  had  feen  of  a  ftranger  fince  my 
L  5  entrance; 
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entrance,  and  covering  all  the  kitchen' 
fire  over  with  fprats,  called  for  half  a  pint 
of  beer.  The  maftcr  made  many  fevcre 
remonftrances  againft  this  proceeding, 
but  received  nothing  but  abufive  lan- 
guage in  return ;  but  flie  had  hardly 
tafted  the  beer  before  flie  declared  with 
a  multiplicity  of  oaths,  that  it  was  u 
four  as  vinegar,  and  roared  out  for  1 
quartern  of  gin  to  prevent  the  bad  ef- 
fefts  of  the  beer,  which  (he  was  fore 
would  not  fail  to  give  her  a  fit  of  the 
cholick. 

He  was  jufl:  endeavouring  to  apolo- 
gize to  me  for  the  woman's  behaviour, 
when  a  large  body  of  men  approached 
the  door,  at  which  my  landlord  changed 
colour,  and  was  fo  overpowered  at  the 
fight  of  thefe  unwelcome  vifitors,  that 
he  almoft  fainted  away.  My  conduc- 
tor himfclf  appeared  alfo  very  much 
difconccrtcd  -,  v/hilc  the  landlady,  hear- 
ing more  than  ordinary  commotion  be- 
low ftairs,   notwithftanding  her  fcvere 
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head-ach,  made  Khift  to  crawl  'down 
ftairs,  and,  at  fight  of  the  llrangers,  was 
almoft  ftruck  dead  with  her  fears. 

I  foon  found  the  caufe  of  all  this 
conftifion  to  be  owing  to  the  coUeftors  of 
parilh  rates,  who,  having  been  put  off 
from  time  to  time,  were  now  come  to 
carry  their  commiffions  in  execution. 
This  they  did  fo  effeftually,  that  in  ^ 
few  minutes  there  was  not  a  fingle  piece 
of  fmall  furniture  to  be  feen  in  the 
houfe  which  they  had  not  packed  up, 
in  order  to  make  good  the  arrears  that 
were  due. 

Finding  by  this  unexpected  accident, 
that  there  was  no  farther  profpeft  of 
profiting  by  my  hands,  or  indeed  by 
any  other  perfon,  as  the  poverty  of  the 
bufinefs  would  foon  become  notorious 
like  a  fpreading  contagion,  the  unfor- 
tunate couple  kept  no  longer  meafures 
or  bounds  to  their  refentment;  they 
broke  out  into  the  moft  opprobrious  in- 

vcdlivcs 
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veftives  and  reproaches  oa  the  vilUnj 
of  the  office-keeper,  who,  they  faid^had 
rained  them  for  c^cr  by  his  dcceitM 
wickcdnds  s  and  recounted »  to  my  in- 
finite  aicazccient,  no  lefs  than  twelve 
poor  families  whom  he  had  broughcto 
dcftrnfliofi  by  moms  of  his  diabolical 
pfaflkcs,  in  the  fpace  of  fir  monthi, 
mnd  the  half  of  that  nuraber  in  the  nrf 
fame  houfe, 

I  was  fo  ftruck  with  horror  at  hear- 
ing thefe  monftrous  proceedings,  which 
indeed  the  poor  fouls  in  qucftion  ma- 
nifefted  both  by  their  looks  and  fitua- 
tlon,  were  but  too  true,  that  I  fnatched 
up  a  fire-fhovel,  and  had  not  the  vil- 
lain evaded  my  blow  by  dexteroufly 
quitting  the  ground  immediately,  I 
Ihould  infallibly  have  laid  him  fpraw- 
ling. 

Before  I  took  my  leave  of  the  poor 
deluded  people,!  underltood  from  them, 
that  when  they  came  into  the  houicf,  the 
office-keeper  had  found  means  to  re- 

prcfenc 
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prefcnt  things  in  fuch  a  light,  that  thqr 
had  afbially  given  thirty  guineas  good 
will}  but  had  not  been  in  pofTeflion  five 
days,  before  a  number  of  taxes  unpaid 
for  quarters  before,  came  upon  their 
hands,  and  they  found  the  licence  was 
not  valid ;  that  befides,  they  had  had 
fo  little  cuftom,  that  their  whole  ftock 
of  beer  was  fpoiled ;  and,  in  a  word, 
that  they  were  many  pounds  worfe  than 
nothing,  being  in  danger  of  a  jail  every 
hour.  I  now  took  my  leave,  and  re- 
turned home,  exceedingly  chagrined  at 
this  day's  tranfaftions. 

Soon  after,  to  augment  my  melan- 
choly condition,  my  poor  Sukey,  who 
very  probably  had  taken  thefe  many 
difappointments  to  heart,  fell  fick,  and 
notwithftanding  all  poflible  endeavours 
to  aflift  and  preferve  her,  the  perfe- 
verance  of  a  burning  fever  baffled  all 
attempts  of  the  faculty,  and,  by  its  in- 
veterate obftinacy,  plainly  fhewed  her 
hour  to  be  almofl  come. 

On 
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On  the  third  day  of  this  fatal  vifi- 
tor,  finding  her  fpirits  decline  apace, 
and  that  Ihe  could  not  long  promiie  to 
enjoy  the  free  ufe  of  her  fenfes,  as  her 
head  already  began  to  be  filled  with 
ftrange  phantoms,  fhe  called  me  to  her 
bed-fide,  and,  in  broken  accents,  addrcf- 
fed  me  thus  : 


& 


*  My  dcareft  hulband,  I  am  now 
going  to  give  an  account  of  all  my 
aftions  to  that  Eternal  Being,  who  is 

*  the  Judge  of  all  hearts,  and  iearcheth 

*  the  moll  fecret  thoughts  of  men.    But 

*  as  he  has  been  pleafcd,  of  his  merci- 
'  fill  goodnefs,    to  call  me  out  of  the 

*  finful  ftate  I  was  in,  and  given  me  a 
'  fuflicient  portion  of  his  grace  to  enable 
'  me,  by  a  fteady  adherence  to  the  prin- 
'  ciples  of  virtue,  to  work  a  thorough 

*  reformation  in  my  life  and  manners, 

*  I  have  the  lefs  to  fear  ;  happy  in  this, 
'  that,fincc  our  union,  I  have  difcharaed 

*  my  duty  both  to  him  and  to  you,  as 

*  much  as  in  me  lay ;    and  that  I  am 

'to 
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*  to  appear  before  him  in  his  own  time, 

*  and  not  in  that  I  had  marked  out  for 

*  myfelf,    and  in  which   I  muft  have 

*  periflied  for  ever,  had  not  his  goodnefs 

*  and  merqr  prevented  it,  by  fending 

*  you  to  my  aid 

She  was  going  to  proceed,  but  the 
hand  of  death  was  upon  her,  and  Ihe 
expired  immediately,  leaving  me  fo  ftu- 
pified  with  the  alternate  paflions  of  grief 
and  defpair,that  I  fell  into  a  kind  of  de- 
lirium, and  talked  to  her  as  if  fhe  had 
been  ftill  fenfible  of  my  kindnefs  :  but, 
alas !  upon  awakening  from  this  (late  of 
delufion,  to  my  eternal  forrow  I  found 
(he  was  gone  for  ever. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP-      XIIL 

In  order  to  diffipatc  my  melancholy,  I 
go  to  Maidenhead  races.  —  Engage 
in  play,  and  carry  off  an  hundred  and 
feventy  pounds  —  Find  means  to 
over  reach  a  fharper  for  two  hun* 
dred  guineas. 

THIS  fatal  ftroke  quite  unhinged 
me  •,  I  was  no  longer  the  fame 
jovial  fprightly  young  fellov/  as  before  ; 
the  moll  delightful  fcencs  of  gaiety  and 
pkafure  were  taftelcfs  to  nie,  and  na- 
ture put  on  an  unwonted  appearance  of 
gloom.  1  found  myfelf  deprived  all  at 
once  of  the  moft  agreeable  companion, 
the  mioft  difintereiled  friend,  the  ableft 
counfellor,  and  the  tendereft  wife  that 
ever  man  was  blclfed  with. 

I    had   experienced    the   folly    and 
/hallow  foundation  of  trufting  to  ap- 
pearances, 
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pearances,  from  the  villanous  behaviour 
of  the  dock-broker,  and  numberlefi 
other  inftances  befides ;  and  now,  when 
I  had  found  out  a  moil  faithful  friend, 
a  notable  adviler  in  the  mofl;  preffing 
emergencies,  and  a  mofl  agreeable  wife 
and  difcrete  partner,  to  be  fecluded 
from  her  endearing  company  by  the 
cruel  hand  of  death,  and  jufl;  in  the  m-> 
fancy  of  our  fellowjQiip,  was  a  blow 
which  all  my  philofophy  could  hardly 
bear.  My  fpirits,  hitherto  extremely 
volatile,  now  funk  almoft  to  the  extreme 
verge  of  defpair ;  and  that  lively  ge- 
nius, which  had  all  along  prompted  me 
10  ibar  upon  the  moil  elevated  wings 
of  fancy,  was  now  condenced  to  a  de- 
gree of  ftupefaftion,  and  which  was 
greatly  increafed,  when  I  found  that  all 
I  had  remaining  of  my  fortune  was 
only  four  hundred  pounds,  a  fum  which, 
in  my  then  way  of  life,  was  hardly  fuf- 
ficient  to  maintain  me  a  couple  of 
years. 

In 
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In  this  dejc<5lion  df  foti!,  and  to  cbitJc 
away  the  melancholy  reflcftiom  that  in- 
truded upon  my  mind  on  the  thought 

of  my  lonely  condition,  I  hired  a  horfe, 
and  refolved  to  take  a  ride  tip  to  Mai- 
dtnhead  races,  where  I  heard  thcit 
was  to  be  excellent  fport.  But  thskt  I  I 
might  not  be  tempted  a  fecond  time  to 
venture  the  lofs  of  my  money  in  I 
•bufinefs  with  whicli  5  was  fo  Tittlfc  Ikt- 
cjuaintcd,  I  took  no  more  than  five 
guineas  in  my  pocket,  and  determined 
to  live  as  fparingly  as  pofiible,  to  com- 
penfate  for  tUis  excurfion. 

Upon  entering  the  courfe,  there  were 
a  vaft  number  of  the  nobility  and  gen- 
try preient,  which  fight  fo  animated 
my  fpirirs,  that  I  repented  a  thoufand 
times  I  had  not  brought  more  money 
with  me.  However,  that  I  might  not 
intircly  remain  an  idle  fpeftator,  while 
other  people  were  fo  agreeably  em- 
ployed,   I  ventured  to  lay  two  guineas 

with 
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with  a  Londoner,  who  had  accompa- 
nied me  part  of  the  way,  and  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  gain  this  firft  bet. 

Flufhed  with  fo  lucky  a  beginning, 
I  doubled. the  ftakes  on  the  fide  of  a 
horfe  that  belonged  to  the  duke  of 
C — *— -,  and  was  fo  fortunate  as  to 
fucceed  here  alfo.  Thb  double  ad- 
vantage did  my  bufinefs  efieftually.  I 
proceeded  boldly ;  and  mixing  among 
the  better  company,  accepted  a  gentle- 
inan*s  offer  on  the  part  of  a  chefnut 
gelding  for  ten  guineas,  which  I  had 
the  fatisfaftion  to  pocket  in  a  trifle  of 
time.  There  was  no  flopping  my  ca- 
reer now  :  I  ventured  with  half  a  dozen 
at  a  time,  and  fortune  flill  favouring 
my  boldnefs,  I  found  myfelf  by  fun- 
fet  one  hundred  and  feventy  guineas  in 
pocket. 

I  thought  now  it  was  a  difgrace  to 
be  fccn  on  a  common  hired  horfe,  tho* 

I  had 
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1  had  tbc  cofifolaiion  to  perceive  many 
weU-drefled  people  oo  the  place  worfe 
iDounted  :  I  therefore  agreed  with  my 
landlord^  to  let  me  have  the  ufeof  oac 
of  the  beft  horfe$  in  his  ftabic,  which 
lie  readity  agreed  to,  and  I  made  him  a 
fmtible  feiiim. 

Nctt  day  I  attended  the  races  in  vaft 
Ipirits,  having  a  defign  in  my  head, 
which  I  put  in  praftice  in  this  manner: 
I  had  over  night  acquainted  my  land- 
lord with  my  extraordinary  good  for- 
tune, on  which  he  congratulated  me 
ver\'joyfui)y  ;  obfcrving,  that  if  I  laid  a 
large  ium  upon  the  fide  of  a  black  geld- 
ins  bcion^incr  to  Sir  Francis  D  d, 
I  n:ighc  make  my  fortune,  as  he  had 
overheard  a  diicourfe  between  the  two 
jockeys  that  were  to  ride  them,  which 
plainly  Ihewed  there  was  roguery  in  the 
cafe  ;  that  many  people  would  be  very 
difagrceably  deceived  on  the  event  of 
that  heat,  and  I  was  at  liberty  to  im- 
prove 
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prove  the  hint  to  the  beft  advantage. 
This  I  did  not  fail  to  promife,  and  at 
the  fame  time  thanked  him  for  fo  fea- 
fonable  an  infinuation«  But  by  this 
time  I  had  gained  fuch  an  infight  into 
mankind,  as  very  much  to  doubt  the 
veracity  of  any  man  who  profefled  io 
much  civility  to  an  utter  ftranger ;  and 
refolved  for  this  once  to  fhew  him  a 
Ipecimen  of  northern  fagacity  and  com- 
prehenfion. 

Furniftied  with  this  feafonable  pre- 
caution, I  determined  to  aA  warily,  and 
at  lead  keep  what  I  had  got,  if  I  could 
fee  no  hopes  to  double  it  ;  when  a 
country  gentleman,  fcemingly  to  out- 
ward  appearance,    accofted   me  with, 

•  One  hundred  guineas  to  fifty  on  the 

*  fide  of  that  black  gelding.*  This 
was  juft  as  I  had  expcfted ;  and  not 
doubting  but  he  was  the  perfon  engaged 
to  fleece  me,  I  told  him  I  was  fo  far 
from  oppofing  him  in  that  refpe6b,  that 

I  would 
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™  I  would  lay  him  fifty  to  ten  on  the  fame 
fide.     '  Two  hundred  guineas  to  fifty 

*  on  the  black  gelding/  cried  he^  '  and 

*  down  with  the  money,*  By  this  time 
the  horfes  were  juft  ready  to  ftart,  and 
our  altercation  drawing  a  crowd  of 
gentlemen  around  us,  I  let  him  repeat 
his  bet  of  two  hundred  to  fifty  on  the 
black  gelding  in  the  hearing  of  all  the 
fpeftators,  which  he  was  the  rather  in- 
duced to  do,  from  a  fuppofition  that  I 
would  never  accept  him  after  the  laft 
night's  tutoring,  and  in  order  to  draw 
me  in  the  deeper,  when  I  took  him 
up  fhort,  by  crying  out,  '  Done !  fifty 

*  to  two   hundred  on  the  part  of  lord 

*  G 'rs  Arabian.' 

This  unexpected  turn  had  fuch  an 
effeft  on  my  antagonift,  that  he  had 
almoil  ciropt  from  his  faddle,  and  was 
preparing  to  flink  off  in  great  confu- 
fion,  when  I  infilled  he  Ihould  either 
down  with   the  money,    or  attend  the 

ifTuc, 
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and  a  number  of  gentlemen,  then 
nt,  forcing  him  thereto,  he  was 
;ed  to  give  me  the  full  fum  upon 
leat's  turning  out  in  my  favour. 

he  came  by  fo  thorough  an  intelli- 
?,  as  to  the  event  of  this  affair,  was  a 
;  T  could  not  comprehend :  but  I  had 
my  hopes  fo  firmly,  that  no  (Iranger 
d  advife  me  to  any  thing  of  that 
re,  but  with  a  view  to  cheat  me ; 

I  was  determined  to  rifk  fifty 
ids  on  the  iffue,  and  if  I  loft  it, 
lave  a  better  opinion  of  mankind 

after,  even  in  fpite  of  the  moft 
omifing  appearances. 

his  was  the  only  time  I  had  ever 
1  with  any  degree  of  fagacity  ^n  af- 
of  this  nature.  I  hugged  myfelf 
ly  on  fo  large  an  acquifition  to  my 
Line  in  two  days  ;  and  the  races 
ng  the  fame  night,  I  found  myl'elf 
four  hundred  pounds  a  winner. 
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In  the  c\rcning»  when  I  returned  to 
my  inn,  I  thanked  my  landlord  veiy 
complaifantly  for  his  agreeable  intima- 
tion, and  told  him,  that  I  had  not  failed 
to  improve  his  hint  as  he  direded :  but 
by  his  confufed  anfwers  and  invencd 
looks,  I  had  great  reafon  to  beiieve, 
that  he  had  loft  more  by  this  day*s  bu- 
finefs,  than  he  was  likely  to  make  up 
by  fhort  meafure  and  bad  wine  in  » 
twelvemonth. 
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Convert  my  cilh  into  bank  notes,  and 
fet  out  for  London.  —  Am  attacked 
on  Hounflow-heath  by  a  (ingle  high- 
wayman, wj^o  robs  me  of  my  watch 
and  money. —  See  him  three  day« 
afterwards  on  Ludgate-hill.  — •  Trace 
him  to  Piccadilly,  and  difcover  him 
to  be  my  Edinburgh  acquaintance, 
O  Raily.  page  i 

C  HA  P.    II. 

Engage  in  partnerfliip  with  Raily.— 
Pick    up    money    at   the  billiard- 
tables. —  He  advifes  me  to  better  my 
Vol.  III.  A  2  for- 
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fortune  l^  mairimony .^  Am  charm- 
ed at  the  propofal,  and  ky  down  a  pkn 
of  procedure* — Turn  methodifl,  and 
frequent  the  chapels  of  L— g-A — c 
and  M — f— ds,  —  Make  very  liberal 
donation^,  which  'proqiire  me  th< 
efteem  of  the  pafton —  Am  admitted 
to  a  private  converfation^  during 
which  I  am  entertained  with  a  cu* 
rious  phscnonienop,  exhibited  on  tlic 
nerves  of  a  rich  old  maid  by  elcftri- 
city.  12 

CHAP.    m. 

I  attend  chapel  with  frefli  aflTiduity.— 
Ingratiate  myfelf  into  the  good  graces 
of  the  old  ladjr,  who  invites  me  home 
with  her  to  drink  tea.  —  Am  tranf- 
ported  at  the  fplendor  of  her  apart- 
ment, and  make  fome  high  enco- 
miums on  her  beauty.  —  Begin  a 
grand  movement,  but  am  fruftrated 
by    the    unfeafonable     intrufion   of 

her 


.Tha  €t)if  Tt  M  f  s: 

hei'  hotinax'-^SiA  morris  me  the 

compimttittt  of  A  vifit  at  myhoufe, 

.  ;5¥litteljc£<hn|liffipaHof  i^ 

.   I»jr  n  tiagbkB  jmdttifA.  ^  Am  sen- 

derddth&]Mi|i|m(l^of  ineib  30 

.        CHAP.    IV- 

Ifmpaftc^he  news,  of  my  faccefs  to  Rai« 
Iy.~Hc  }s  entranced  at  the  profpeA* 
bffpnj  us.*~I  invite  thelady  toChel- 
tea  m  a  four- wheeled  chaife* — Pro- 
poCe  marriage,  which  (he  confents 
r6^i-  Make  mention  of  a  very  pom- 
pous fettlement^  whick  produces  a 
mod  fhoql^ing  difcovery. —  Find  the 
foundation  of  M  my  hopes  to  be 
grounded  on  a  trifling  annuity.— 
Break  up  the  correfpondence  in  high 
dudgeon*  50 

CHAP.    V. 

60  home  in  a  tranfport  of  rage,  and 
communicate  my  iU  fuccefs  to  Rai- 


The    C  0  N  T  E  K  T  i, 

ly..^  He  is  foftly  vexed  at  ih«  dif- 
appoiDiment,  and  exhibits  an  in^ 
ftmcc  of  his  Inth  fidelity  by  de- 
camping witii  one  hundred  pounds  of 
my  money*  —  I  meet  my  old  club- 
mate  the  poetj  and  rcfolrc  to  com- 
mence author- ^ — He  introduces  mc 
to  zn  aflcmbly  of  the  brotherhood  ia 
the  vidnicy  of  Linco!n*s-inn  fields.— 
A  ftnmge  dlfcovcry  is  made  by  one 
of  the  members,  which  lays  the  foun- 
dation for  a  curious  pamphlet. — The 
importance  of  a  flea  difcuflcd  upon  a 
new  principle.  72 


CHAP.    VI. 

I  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  authoriz- 
ing.—  Go  into  the  city,  and  am 
fmitten  with  the  charms  of  a  young 
lady  in  the  ftreet.  —  Trace  her  home 
in  extafies,  and  difcover  a  bill  over  the 
door  to  let  lodgings.  —  Find  means 
to  fettle  myfclf  as  a  border  in  the  fa- 
mily. 


IRefeSTo  to  apioik  myfi^  In  a  coflfee- 
hoitfeVr^  Jbih  ill  c6nver&iS6n  Widi 
two  li^-pmtieii^^  )i0lik:)i.O€dd!on8  my 

'  We  enter  the  harbour  of  *Havre  de 
Grace  on  the  coaft  of  France,  and 
cut  out  a  rich  St.  Domingo-man.—- 
Arrive  fafely  with  our  prize  at  Portf- 
mouth,  which  we  difpofe  of  to  good 
account. —  My  fortune  is  made  by 
this  expedi^ioR^  .  .     :  ^^2 
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Arrive  in  town.  —  Prepare  a  moft  ele- 
gant prefent  for  my  miftrefs,  and  ex- 
plore my  way  to  the  apothecary's.  — 
I  open  my  intentions  to  her  guar- 
<iiam  ^nd  obtain  his  confent  to  our 
union.  —  My   intcrcfting   interview 

. ;  fi^fk  Sophy,  wherein  is  exhibited  a 

night- 
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night-fcene,  wonl^  the  imitation 

all  true  lovers,  — By  an  uncxpefted 

_tura  of  Providence,    I  find  myfclf 

mafter  crf"affcnty  thoufand  pounds.— 

Our  nuptials  are  confumniated  with 

„  decency  and  order,   and   thcfc  mc- 

^  moirs  are  bmught  to  a  happy  coa- 
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mily.  •-- Am  agreeably  fuipriredat  a 
fecond  interview  to  meet  with  Dick 
Savage  who  proves,  to  be  jc^urneyman 
to  my  landlord—-  He  lets  me  into  the 
charafters  of  each  individual,     loo 

CHAP.      VII. 

[  grow  in  favour  with  the  apotheca* 
Ty.  — Buy  a  fliare  in  a  private  Ihip 
of  war.  —  Harangue  a  club  of  (hop* 
keepers  on  the  nature  of  trade.-— 
Accompany  the  ladies  to  Vaukhall.*— 
What  happened  there.  124 

CHAP.     VIII. 

Am  horribly  perplexed  at  my  preca- 
rious fituation,  and  find  myfelf  more 
;  and  more  in  love.— Confult  with  my 
.   friend  Dick,  who  advifes  me  to  de- 
.  dare  my  paflion. — Invite  my  miftrcfs 
.   to  Hampton-court,  and  make  a  full 
difcovery  of  my  heart. — Am  blefled 
with  a  mutual  return  of  affeftion, 

and 
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and  come  home  in  %  tnofpmi  of  uo- 
bounded  jay.  ^t 

CHAP.     IX. 

Coiifuh  with  Dick  on  the  ipetdieft  way 
to  eftablilh  my  fortune,  —  1  propolc 
the  gammg' table, —  He  diftuades  me 
from  this  rafK  ftcp^  and  goes  out  furv 
geon  in  a  privateer.  —  1  aJTumc  the 
garb  of  a  gentleman-commoner  from 
Oxford,  and.  introduce  myfelf  at  3 
dutchefs's  houfe.— Have  a  run  of 
luck,  and  prefenc  my  raiftrefe  wkh  a 

■  gold  repeater. — Wager  two  hundred 
guinea^  on  the  fccovery  of  a  peerefs 
from  a  burning  fever,  and  lofe  it.— 
Tofs  up  with  a  yDUfig  lord  for  one 
hundred  piece^  artd  come  off  a 
loofer.— Declme  in  my  fortune  cbily, 
and  am  ruined  by  the  villany  of  Ral- 
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CHAP.     I. 

Convert  my  calh  into  bank  notes,  and 
fet  out  for  London.  —  Am  attacked 
on  Hounflow-heath  by  a  fingle  high- 
wayman, who  robs  me  of  my  watch 
and  money.  —  See  him  three  days 
afterwards  on  Ludgate-hill.  —  Trace 
him  to  Piccadilly,  and  difcover  him 
to  be  my  Edinburgh  acquaintance, 
ORaily. 

JAVING  turned  my  five  gui- 
neas to  fo  good  account,    I 
converted  my  cafli  inio  bank 
notes,  and  refolved  to  pafs  a  fev/  days 
Vol.  III.  B  at 


r,  in  viewing  die  caftle,  tht 
every  thing  curtcm%  before 
licomEd  noLoodotu 

Here  I  flxved  dght  diy%^  and  was 
HioniillEyv-hcadi  ib  mf  wa^ 
Ilea  I  wm  attacked  by  a  fiog^e 
kagbvxvtnan  well  momitcd,  who  pre* 
karei  a  piftol  to  my  brcaft,  and  in  an 
I-/-:  iccir.:  cemanded  my  money.  I 
'-^  -.:  -  :vcr  rern  uied  to  luch  unm.annerly 
*'.'  ::i  15  this  bcicre  ;  fcr  hkherto  I 
'v^ii  :  '--^fvi  bv  the  nwnino;  flatten^  of 

but  finding 


I 

I 


.-^'-^\^ 


tcrgue 
•irkicle    inftance    of  plain 


I^-i'^^,   I  !:ktj  th 


icilow-s  hum.ourfo 


T*: 


.:  I  cc rr:plicd  with  his  requeft 
>.if::a:icn,  and  told  him  at 
:hi:  ^e  %v^5  :he  honeiteil  man 
-  :cr  1  'tor.g  tirne.  I  was  un- 
;  j.:.7:t:::rikns  icil  he  ihould 
yjv.x^i-bc-ok.  wherein  was  rr.y 
-^j  cf  rank  notes,  which  nude 
r.nn:  fjch  gcoJ  wcrcs  y  but  nriV 
.>.  and  rwcnry  g'uineas  werefo 

much 
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much  above  his  expe£tations  from  a 
fingle  paflcRger,  that  he  never  recol- 
kded  this  article,  but  broke  out  in  a 
tranfport  of  joy,    *  You  arc  the  moft 

*  complaiiant  young  gentleman  in  Eng- 
^  land ;    and  may  the  devil  run  round 

*  the  race-march  with  me,  if  Til  da- 

*  m^  the  hair  of  your  head.* 

So  iaying,  he  wiibed  me  a  good 
night,  and  rode  off,  leaving  me  very 
much  ftartled  at  the  tone  of  his  voice, 
which  I  could  not  help  thinking  I  was 
ibmewhat  acquainted  with,  as  alfo  his 
peribn  and  features,  for  he  was  above 
ufing  any  difguiie,  and  it  was  yet  broad 
day.  AH  the  way  home  I  dwelt  upon 
this  affair  with  the  greateft  attention ; 
and  could  I  have  perfuaded  myfelf, 
that  my  old  friend  ORaily  was  in  Eng- 
land, I  could  have  fworn  him  to  be  the 
man.  However,  as  I  was  not  lure  of 
this  particular,  I  thought  it  heft  to  take 
no  notice  of  my  fufpicion,  and  leave  the 
difcovery  to  time. 

B  2  In 
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In  a  few  days  I  was  fully  convinced^ 
that  my  conjefhire  had  not  been  fajfc 
grounded  :  for  happening  to  walk  down 
Ludgate-hllU  who  fhould  I  fee  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  way,  but  the  very 
man  who  had  made  fo  free  with 
my  property  on  the  common.  At 
this  difcovery  I  turned  gently  ovrer  the 
ftreet,  and  keeping  at  a  proper  dif- 
tance,  traced  him  from  one  place  to 
another,  till  he  arrived  atCharing-Crofs, 
from  Vvhence  he  ftruck  up  the  Hay- 
market,  and  went  into  an  inn  in  Pic- 
cadilly. I  juft  gave  him  time  to  be 
feared  in  the  tap-room,  when  I  entered, 
and,  under  pretence  of  inquiring  when 
the  Oxford  flage -coach  fet  out,  took 
that  opportunity  tofurvey  his  features 
ciretftualiy  ;  when  I  ibon  found  him  to 
be  my  very  individual  friend  and  old 
acquaintance  ORaily,  who  had  fo  de- 
cently conducted  my  juvenile  excur- 
fiuns  at  Hdinbur2;h. 


'o* 
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Thoroughly  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  this  circumftance,  I  was  at  a  lofs 
how  to  proceed,  as  I  had  no  inten- 
tions to  hurt  him,  and  yet  was  unwil- 
ling to  lofe  my  watch,  for  which  I  had 
a  great  value.  At  lad  I  dipt  over  the 
way  to  a  neighbouring  cofFee-houfe, 
and  calling  for  a  pint  of  wine  and  a 
private  room,  defired  the  boy  to  ftep  to 
the  oppofite  inn  and  tell  fuch  a  gentle- 
man, giving  him  a  defcription  of  his 
perfbn,  that  his  company  was  wanted 
immediately  at  their  houfe. 

During  the  lad's  abfence,  I  was  un- 
der uneafy  apprehenfions,  left  he  fhould 
have  known  me  again,  or  be  filled  with 
fuch  fears  of  an  ambufcade,  as  were 
natural  to  a  perfon  in  his  fituation,  and 
not  come  at  all.  But  I  was  foon  re- 
lieved from  fuch  thoughts  by  his  en- 
tering the  room,  and  demanding  my 
bufinefs,  for  that  he  had  not  the  hap- 
pinefs  to  be  acquainted  with  me  in  the 
leaft.  Yes,  Sir,  fays  I,  you  are  very 
B  3  well 
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m^  acquainted  with  me,  I  am  fere, 
dfe  you  would  never  have  taken  the 
fiteitofB  to  borrow  my  watch  and  mo- 
ney fo  familiarly  on  the  king*s  high- 
way, as  yoo  did  laft  Thurfday  evening : 
but  as  you  might  be  in  fome  ftrait  at 
thatjimdiire,  I  excufc  your  liberty; aad 
mAj  dcfipB  the  favour  of  a  re-imburfe- 
mcnt  diredly,  at  1  ftldom  care  for  giv- 
w%  long  cr^it. 


rfe. 


Hearing  me  go  on  in  this  ftrain,  he 
turned  pale,  and  would  fain  have  made 
ibme  equivocadons,  when  I  ftopt  him 
(horr  by  laying.  Come,  come,  Mr. 
Raiiy,  there  is  no  neccflity  for  cva- 
ficns  —  I  have  no  intention  to  hurt 
you  on  any  account  —  and  you  may 
thar.k  God,  you  have  fallen  into  fuch 
hands  •,  every  body  would  not  be 
thus  dilpolVd  to  favour  a  man  in  your 
circunMiances.  Only  reftore  my  warch 
and  money,  and  the  affair  proceeds  no 
tanher. 
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'  I  cjcclarc.  Sir,'  fays  he,  '  I  am  at 

*  a  lofs  to  recolleft  you.      Pray  affift 

*  my  memory  in  this  particular,   that  I 

*  may  be  fo  happy  as  to  know  the  man 
'  to  whom  I   owe  fo  much,      I  hope 

*  you  are  too  generous  to  take  any  ad- 

*  vantage  over  a  miferable  man. — I  can- 

*  not  fufpeft  fuch  a  thing,  fince  your  ho- 

*  nourable  treatment ;    and  I  beg  to  be 

*  favoured  with^  the  name  of  my  bene- 

*  faftor.* 

When  I  found  him  in  this  paflive 
mood,  and  that  he  behaved  in  all  re- 
fpeds  with  traftability  (for  I  muft  own 
I  had  not  been  without  fome  fears  of 
having  my  brains  blown  out  by  a 
pocket  piftol  upon  the  firft  word  fpeak- 
mg  )  I  aflced  him,  if  he  had  fo  foon 
forgot  his  old  acquaintance  Hamilton 
Murray,  or  the  circumftance  of  rolling 
the  inlpired  cobler  in  the  fugar-barrel  ? 
At  which  he  held  up  his  hands  in  amaze- 
ment, and  had  only  power  to  cry  out, 
B  4  *  By 
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'  By  J — s !  who  would  have  thought 
Mt!' 

We  came  now  to  a  pretty  good  un- 
derftanding  together.  He  returned  me 
my  watch  and  money  upon  the  fpot,  all 
but  five  guineas  he  had  expended  ;  and 
upon  my  inquiring  how  long  he  had 
followed  this  courle  of  life,  he  fwore 
very  heartily  that  this  had  been  the  firft 
exploit  of  the  kind  he  had  ever  com- 
mitted ;  and  as  he  was  fenfible,  that  an- 
other man  might  have  encountered  him 
as  well  as  me,,  he  was  refolved  to  live 
honeft  for  the  future. 

I  was  glad  to  hear  of  this,  as  I  (hould 
otherwife  have  been  horribly  frightened 
to  keep  up  any  correfpondence  with  him 
at  all,  and  defired  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  particulars  of  his  fortune,  fince  my 
leaving  Scotland.  On  this  he  informed 
me,  that,  in  confequencc  of  his  or- 
der to  quit  Edinburgh^   he  had  come 

dircdUy 
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dire6tly  by  fea  to  London,  where,  not 
finding  matters  turn  out  according  to 
expedacion,  he  was  foon  reduced  to 
great  mifery,  when  he  found  means  to 
ingratiate  himfelf  fo  far  into  the  good 
graces  of  a  certain  worthy  matron,  re- 
markable for  her  zeal  in  promoting  a 
good  underftanding  between  the  fcxes, 
that  by  her  induftry  he  was  recom- 
mended to  a  certain  old  merchant*s  wi- 
dow of  great  fortune,  who  allowed  him 
very  handfomely  for  fome  time,  till  at 
laft  (he  was  carried  off  by  a  dropfy, 
when  he  was  once  more  brought  to  his 
fhifts,  and  experienced  the  deficiency  of 
cafh  to  an  extremity  for  the  fpace  of 
three  months  ;  at  the  end  of  which  he 
was  fummoned  a  fecond  time  to  bufi- 
nefs,  in  order  to  folace  the  wife  of  an 
afthmatic  clergyman,  who  was  by  no 
means  qualified  to  ingraft  his  fpiritual 
admonitions  in  fo  prevaiUng  a  manner, 
as  his  comfortlefs  helpmate  required, 
till  after  fix  weeks  hard  duty  he  was 
B  5  dit 
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difchai^fnMn  faither  ferrioe,  ia  order 
to  make  room  for  a  joomeyman  flay- 
maker,  who  had  fitted  on  her  jumps  fo 
neady*  that  he  was  employed  in  his 
ftadon  ever  after.  In  a  word,  he  found 
the  trade  fo  ruinous  taJiis  oonftitution, 
that,  though  he  was  of  a  rery^athletick 
habit,  he  was  under  a  neoeffity  to  ex- 
pend three  parts  in  four  of  his  income, 
in  repairing  the  decays  of  nature  by  a 
plenriful  infufion  of  afles  milk,  and  af- 
ter all  was  near  going  off  lately  in  a 
confumption,  which  had  induced  him 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  highway  for  a 
fubfiftence,  rather  than  breathe  a  living 
death  for  a  few  months,  and  at  laft 
quit  the  ftage  by  a  heftick. 

I  was  much  diverted  at  my  com- 
panion's adventures,  and  afked  him, 
why  he  did  not  rather  chufe  to  go  to 
jfervice,  than  ezpofe  his  life  to  danger, 
by  fo  hazardous  an  occupation  as  that 
of  a  coUedor  on  the  roads  \  when  he 

gave 
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gave  me  to  underftand,  that  his  chief 
motive  for  (b  doing  was  in  order  to 
raife  a  fum  of  money,  fufficient  to  equip 
him  in  the  charaAer  of  a  gentleman, 
when  he  made  no  queftion  but  that  he 
could  eafily  pick  up  fome  rich  old  wo- 
man in  the  nature  of  a  wife,  whofe 
wants  he  was  perfecUy  acqudnted  with, 
and  capable  ftill  of  gratifying. 


CWHLJl(X«a 


CHAP. 


1 2       ^e  Life  and  Adventures 

CHAP.     II. 

Engage  in  partnerfhip  with  Raily.— 
Pick  up  money  at  the  billiard- 
tables. —  He  advifes  me  to  better  my 
fortune  by  matrimony. —  Am  charm- 
ed at  the  propofal,  and  lay  down  a  plan 
of  procedure. — Turn  methodifl,  and 
frequent  the  chapels  of  L — g-A— c 
and  M — f— ds.  —  Make  very  liberal 
donations,  which  procure  me  the 
efteem  of  the  paftor. —  Am  admitted 
to  a  private  converfation,  during 
which  I  am  entertained  with  a  cu- 
rious phaeriomenon,  exhibited  on  the 
nerves  of  a  rich  old  maid  by  eleftri- 
<rity. 

IH  A  D  not  carried  on  an  intimacy 
with  my  old  companion  many  days 
after  this  difcovery,  before  I  began  to 
like  his  converfation  extremely.  I  found 
a  moft  efFeftual  refource  from  all  at- 
tacks of  the  fpleen  and  low  fpirits  in 

his 
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his  company,  as  he  was  admirably 
turned  for  humour.  He  was  alfo  an 
exquiiice  judge  of  moft  games  in  fafhion, 
by  whofe  means  I  foon  reaped  confi- 
derable  experience  therein,  as  in  about 
fix  weeks  after  our  recommencing  ac- 
quaintance, I  was  able  to  behave  my- 
felf  in  mod  polite  games  with  tolerable 
propriety. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  advantages, 
as  I  then  thought  them,  I  conddered 
him  as  a  part  of  myfelf ;  and  taking  a 
fet  of  elegant  chambers,  we  determined 
to  live  from  henceforth  together,  and 
endeavour,  by  an  aflfiduous  application 
and  attendance  to  all  the  horfe-races, 
cock-fights,  and  tennis-mjitches  in  and 
round  London,  to  pick  up  a  genteel 
independency.  But  the  billiard- tables 
were  the  greateft  recompence  for  our 
pains  at  the  prefent,  as  we  feldom  mifled 
being  engaged  every  night,  and  as  fre- 
quently carried  off  confiderable  profits. 
On  thefe  occafions,  Raily  being  a  mod 

dexterous 
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dexterous  prai£biw>neF»  I  alwagfft  was 
employed  in  bets,  while  he  feldom  failed 
to  get  the  upper-hand  by  his  fupeiior 
Gooduft  and  £igiuacy. 

During  thefe  refearches,  I  was  fur- 
prifed  to  hear  him  accoft  me  one  day  in 
this  manner  :    *  I  have  been  thinkUigi 

*  Hamilton,  of  a  very  ferious  afiair  thefe 
^  fix  weeks  ;  and  now  I  think  it  is  full 
^  time  to  put  it  in  practice.  This  fcheme 
^  mil  never  do  for  a  couple  of  young 
^  fellows  to  live  by  for  any  continuance, 
^  I  long  to  ftrike  a  bold  (Iroke  at  once, 

*  that  may  put  us  above  dependance. 

*  We  arc  bleiSed  with  talents  that  were 
^  furely   calculated    for   much    higher 

*  puipofes,  than  to  ikulk  about  doing 

*  of   nothing  ;    and    aAion,    glorious 

*  aftion !  muft  be  embraced  with  vi* 
^  gour,  and  carried  on  with  chearful* 

*  nefs  and  condud,  if  we  ever  entertain  a 

*  thought  of  arriving  above  the  ftandard 

*  of  fimple  Plebeians/ 

This 
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This  unexpeAed  faluce  made  me  coa* 
jefhire  he  had  ftill  a  hankering  for  the 
highway,  and  that  he  was  going  to  pro- 
pofe  fomething  of  that  nature,  by  his 
mentioning  the  word  action  with  fo  much 
enei^  ;  but  I  was  deceived  in  this  opi- 
nion, when  he  went  on  :   *  How  would 

*  you  like  to  reprcfent  the  place  of  your 
^  nativity  in  parliament,  jump  into  the 

*  chair  of  a  firft  rate  ftate-penfioner, 
«  and  have  an  opportunity  to  lead  affes 

*  by  the  ears,  as  well  as  another  man  ? 

*  As  for  my  part,  do  ye  fee,  I  fhould 

*  think  it  a  very  glorious  thing  to  find 

*  half  a  fcore  laced  beaus  of  the  beft 

*  rank,  cringing  round  me  •,  while  with 

*  a  wave  of  my  hand,  or  a  tofs  of  my 
'  head,  I  checked  the  impetuofity  of  the 
^  animals,  and  obliged  them  to  refund 
« thdr  proper  diftance.  I  fay,  how 
^  would  you  Uke  thefe  things  ? ' 

I  was  fo  confounded  to  hear  thefe 
words  uttered  in  a  ferious  mood,  that  I 
diredly  concluded   he  was  run  mad, 

and 
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wsA  cxpeAcd  every  imniire  to  fee  fotne 
alanni]^  iymptoms  of  lunacy,  when 
be  cam^^mxd  tbm :  ♦  I  fee  plainly  you 
^  dAer  iamj  1  am  diftradeti,   or  dk 

*  in  ft  iHMetiiig  bumour ;  but  you  ait 
^■iftAeii.     Noting  is  mare  eafy  m 

*  acccaai(ililh  than  this  irery  prcijcft  in 
^  qvetfioti,  2i  thus  i  Yoa  have  already 
^ffmfcam  money,  which  by  a  propet 
•affifcMioR  viit  produce  more.  When 

*  you  have  got  twenty  or  thirty  thoo- 

*  £ind    pourK.\s    you  can    purchafe  an 

*  cfriie  in  Sc ochnd,    which  will  enritle 

*  TC*j  :o  ru:  in  tcr   a  member  in  the 

*  Hci::e  o:  CcmmoriS.  This  you  can 
*cir-y  ah"  .by  the  llrength  of  a  lirtle  cafh. 

*  V.'ben  y^  u   have  once  arrived  at  this 

*  !>?:.--:,  vii\5  ird  m.eans  m.ay  be  found 

*  to  exrer.vi  your  profpects  higher    You 

*  w:^.  bcK-crre  a  mod  accomplifhed  ora- 

*  ror;  be  dignified  with  fome  places  of 

*  v^-y  great  prcnt  nnd  trull,  ana  in  the 

*  ccune  cr  a  few  years,  arrive  at  fuch 

*  in:rrcn;e  treaiurcs,  that  you  can  either 

*  fir^i    meapts  to  be  honoured   with  a 

*  tide, 
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•  tide,  or  purchafe  it  flily  for  a  round 

•  fum  ;    in  which  cafe    the  office  of 

•  prime  minifter  muft  inevitably  fol- 

•  low,  and  then  you  can  have  an  op- 

•  portunity  to  do  for  your  friends,  pu- 

•  nifh  your  enemies,  or  fhew  them  an 

•  inftance  of  a  moft  chriftian  charity, 
'  by  pardoning  them  with  a  good  grace, 

•  and  be  a  man  of  the  firft  importance 
«  in  the  eyes  of  the  three  kingdoms.* 

This  modeft  gradation  from  a  young 
fellow  of  little  more  than  five  hundred 
pounds  fortune,  to  the  prime  minifter  of 
Great  Britain,  was  a  grafp  thatfeemed 
fomething  calculated  for  my  anticipat- 
ing imagination ;  and,  notwithftanding 
the  romanticknefs  of  fuch  a  thought, 
I  confidered  that  fome  things,  however 
uncommon,  were  ncverthelefs  true, 
iUuftrating  my  opinion  with  the  hifto- 
ry  of  cardinal  Wolfey,  and  others,  who 
by  the  concurrence  of  the  ftars,  and  in- 
defatigable application,  had  raifed  them- 
felves  to  the  higheft  honours-,  and  could 

1  only 
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looly  get  up  the  fum  of  t^^cnty  m 
I        durtf  choti&ad  paumk,  I  faw  no  reafoo, 

idif  I  £bouIii  noc  aim  my  bow  as  high 
I  «t  atiodier  mam ;  kt  little  paltry  earth- 
I  bom  animals  of  reftmned  thoughts,  and 
H    gprebng  coaceptionsb  think  what  the; 

Having  convinced  myfclf  of  the 
pracdcabltnefs  of  this  affair,  I  turned 
to  Raily,  and  very  compofcdly  aited 
Ll-T.,  hew  he  propofed  to  fetch  up  the 
ne-crir^-n,'  lum  to  purchafe  the  feat  he 
rrcr.::orxed  •,  for  that  if  we  could  once  but 
arrive  ai  this  crifis,  I  made  no  quellion 
c:  g::r.g  through  with  the  reft. 

*  Why  now,  this  is  doing  fomething 
'  irJcec,'   lays  Rally,    '  you  muft  un- 

*  ccr/tand,  I  have  laid  my  plan  upon  a 
*"  ioI:d  footing,   lach   as  cannot  fail  in 

*  ihe  narare  of  things  to  fucceed.     It  is 

'  founded 
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*  founded  on  a  rock,  my  boy,  and  con- 

•  fequently  muft  Hand  the  moft  obfti- 
^  nate  aflkults  of  fortune.     You  mufl: 

•  know  I  have  been  a  confiderable  time 

•  employed    in  the  moft  intricate  fer- 

•  vices  of  the  fair  fex,   efpecially  old 
'  maids  and  widows,  and  by  this  time 

•  can  take  upon  me  to  aver,   generally 

*  fpeaking,  for  there  is  no  rule  without 

*  an  exception,   that  I  am  pretty  well 

*  acquainted  with  their  humours,  their 

*  foibles^    and  their  darling  paflions. 

•  Yes,  I  know  them,  to  the  experience 

•  cf  my  whole  man.     Now  this  is  the 

•  point.    Here  you  are  a  very  clever 

•  ftriking  young  fellow,  with  (houlders 

♦  like  Hercules,  and  legs  truly  Caledo- 

*  nian^    juft  turned   of  twenty,    and 

*  formed  for  love  ;  what  the  devil  is  to 

•  ftop  you  from  making  your  addrefles 
^  to  fome  fquinting  old  maid,  or  wi- 

*  dow,  with  a  liquorifli  tooth,  an  over- 

*  grown  fortune,   and  a  fhort  leafe  of 

*  mortality  ?    D n   me,  don't  you 

^iee  the  thing  is  already  done,   as  it 

•  were? 
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*  were  ?  What  do  you  think  drove  me 

*  to  the  highway,  but  this  very  argy- 
*inent?    Y\\  be  curft^    if  you  fee  the 

*  matter  as  I  do,  but  the  bufincfs  is  ai 

*  good  as  done  \    and    Sir  Hamilton 

*  Murray  is  the  word/ 

Notwithftanding  I  ought  to  have 
known  better,  as  I  had  fo  latidy  expe- 
rienced the  folly  of  building  cafljcs  in 
the  air ;    yet,    this  fcheme  appeared  fo 

feafible,  and  withal  flattered  my  va- 
nity fo  agreeably,  that  I  fufFered  myfelf 
to  be  overcome  by  the  delufion  ;  and  I 
gave  my  confent  to  his  propofal  in  a 
tranfport  of  joy. 

This  article  being  fettled,  there  was 
a  neceflity  to  lay  down  a  plan  of  ope- 
ration, whereby  we  might  come  to  the 
knowledge  and  acquaintance  of  a  pro- 
per objed,  in  order  to  begin  bufinefs. 
The  park,  the  play,  and  every  place  of 
public  refort,  was  frequented  day  after 
day,    to  no  manner  of  purpofe  ;    for, 

though 
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though  we  faw  fevcral,  who  by  their 
drefs  appeared  fie  for  the  end  propofed, 
yet,  how  to  get  at  the  (peech  of  them, 
was  the  queflion. 

We  might  have  trifled  on  after  this 
rate  till  doomfday,  had  not  Raily  taken 
notice,  that  this  game  at  faft  and  loofe 
was  doing  of  nothing,   and  obferved 
that  the  likelieft  method  to  bring  our 
views  to  bear  would  be  to  frequent 
fome  church,  where  the  ceremony  of  the 
hat,  the  fnufF-box,  or  telling  the  hour 
of  the  day  by  my  watch,  would  be  fo 
many  favourable  opportunities  for  an 
introduftion.     I  thought  this  argument 
extremely    folid  ;    and  after  a  ferious 
confultation,  we  found  that  of  all  the 
places  in  Elngland,  Mr.  W d's  cha- 
pel appeared  the  beft  adapted,  as  his 
female  hearers  where  within  a  few  de- 
grees of  lunacy  already  ;  and   it  was 
only  putting  on  a  more   ferious  phiz 
than   common,    breathing  out  a  few 
deep  afpirations,  by  way  of  fighs  for 

fin. 
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fin,  and  you  immediately  gain  dietr 
gpod  opinion,  which,  with  a  iittle  in^ 
dufhy,  could  eafily  be  converted  into  a 
liking,  and  all  the  world  knows,  that 
gpod  liking  is  Brfl:  coulin  -  german  to 


Aecordingly  I  finKjuetited  the  dupd 
in  M — f — <is  with  great  affiduity,  dref- 
fed  very  plain,  but  every  thing  of  the 

bed  •,  and  after  hearing  a  tedious  fer- 
mon  interlarded  with  llories  quite  fo- 
reign to  the  fubjecfl,  had  the  ho- 
nour to  prefent  into  the  pallor's  own 
hands  at  the  door-way,  a  couple  ot 
guineas  by  way  of  augmenting  a  con- 
tribution he  had  moft  pioufly  fet  on 
foot,  for  the  relief  of  our  diftrelTed 
bretiiren  and  fellow  -  labourers  in  the 
vinevard  ot  Georf>ia. 


'o* 


This  confiderable  donation  from  a 
beginner   did  not  fail  to  attraft  his  at- 
tention,   I    was    fhortly    after    compli- 
menccd  wirli  a  feat  in  one  of  the  front- 
galleries, 
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galleries,  and  had  the  addrefs  to  pafs 
in  his  opinion  for  a  very  rich  Levant 
tradey,  whofe  name  I  affirmed  on  the 
loccalion.. 

I  went  on  thus  very  fuccefsfully  with- 
otit  miffing  a  day  of  preaching,  for  the 
fpace  of  three  weeks ;  in  all  which  time, 
though  I  faw  a  number  of  females  both 
ytfong  and  old,  yet  none  upon  inquiry 
prcrvcd  fit  for  the  purpofcs  of  this  expe- 
iditidn  in  point  cf  fortune,    being  ge- 
nerally    tradefrticfn's    wives,     citizen's 
daughters,    land    fervant- maids  ;    and 
>pehile  their  hu(bands,fathers  and  matters, 
x^ere  lamenting  the  hardnefs  and  dull- 
Yi'efs  of  the  times,  and  enforcing  a  more 
rtaft  oeconomy  for  the  future,  in  order 
to  make  both  ends  meet ;  they,  on  the 
"Other  hand,  were  fo  engroffed  with  fpi- 
ritual  concerns,  and  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  a  fet  of  aim's  houfes,    by  way 
of  fubfcription,  for  the  poor  of  the  Lord, 
that  no  time,  leifure,  or  thought,  was  or 
could  be  taken  of  any  thing  tranfitory. 

I  be- 


24      ^be  Life  and  Adventures 

I  began  to  be  impatient  at  thisdelay, 
as  I  had  already  made  fome  confiderable 
prefents,  in  order  to  pave  the  way  to  a 
private  conference  with  the  divine, which 
I  was  told  would  be  a  very  good  ftep ; 
when  one  day  a  very  brilliant  equipage 
drove  into  the  court-yard,  from  whence 
an  elderly  lady  alighted,  and  was  ufher« 
cd  into  the  dwelling-houfe  with  the 
greateft  attendance  by  the  fcrvants,  and 
the  moft  polite  and  mannerly  complai- 
fance  in  their  mafter.  This  fight  gave 
a  new  philup  to  my  fpirits.  I  con- 
fulted  Raily  upon  the  occafion,  who 
gave  it  as  his  real  opinion,  that  this 
was  certainly  long-looked-for  come  at 
laft  ;  obferving,  that  an  old  woman, 
and  alone,  was  an  infallible  fign  of  her 
being  difengaged  ;  and  that  very  few 
people  kept  equipages,  who  were  not 
at  leaft  worth  ten  thoufand  pounds. 

I  was  juft  of  the  fame  way  of  think- 
ing, and  refolved  to  introduce  myfclf 
into  her  company  the  very  next  time 

(he 
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ihe  came  there,  by  confulcing  the  mi« 
nifter  on  the  obfcurity  of  a  very  di(E« 
cult  Scripture  text  in  the  Revelation. 
This  I  thought  I  would  not  fail  to  do^ 
while  he  was  adminiftring  his  ghoftly  ad- 
monitions to  her  in  his  clofet,  to  which 
place  I  had  firequent  accefs. 

The  very  next  day  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  put  my  defign  in  pradice. 
The  equipage  appeared  a  lecond  time, 
wluch  imparted  more  joy  to  my  tranf- 
ported  heart  than  is  conceivable;  and 
juft  allowing  her  time  enough  to  be 
Icated,  I  knocked  at  the  door,  and  de« 
fired  to  be  introduced  to  the  dodtor. 
The  fervant,  who  had  already  tailed 
my  bounty  on  feveral  occafions,  opened 
the  paflage  with  the  greaceft  civility, 
and  uihercd  me  into  the  clofet,  where 
I  pretended  great  confufion  at  feeing  the 
doftor  engaged,  and  made  a  motion  to 
withdraw ;  but  he  prevented  this  ftep 
by  calling  out,    *  My  worthy  friend. 

Vol.  til  C  « don't 


*«*^  1F«»  *  %b«of  fofnccxpcn- 
•  ^"^  ffc**^Af .  whjch  no  doubt 
^^m  cMntwi  yoa  greatly,' 

So  &fiag»  iic  rfirw  oof  an  wps^njm 
w^fsm  wfaecbt  wiikh  he  obferved  wai 
IB  dcAncal  jsacbior,    irfy  necdBry 
^  —r ^r'-;    —-   r^oilation  of  the 
btocd  in  iH  perfeis  whofe  minds  wtrc 
eicv^i:^  ^bovc  ihe  concerns  of  this  fm- 
f:i:  ^v:r!vi,    i?.d  conrequentlv  couJd  not 
tik-  -/-ich  cirt  cf  their  htihh  as  the  car- 
Fil  r-^.     *  In  inis  cjiV/    iays  he,  '\i 
*g-v-s   1  t:i:r  :o  the  lazy  fpirits,  new 
*  ri:  '^  :~r  rrr-.ei,  anJ  invigorates  and 


V'h  Ir  I  "jTii  adi-riring  this  wonder- 
f-  *  :  c^'T  o:  :7.e  lAgaciry  cf  man  in  pro- 
v"v:  ':  :.:\  j.-^ra-v  fire,  he  verv  gai- 
'--  ':  ::..-  :^e  liJy  in  an  armed  chair, 
^'j\  V  :;-  his  cwn  hands,  fet  her  feet 
i:p?a  -  ibrt  ct  cuihicn,  it  the  lame  time 

putting 
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putting  a  rod  of  metal  into  her  hands, 
which,  he  faid,  muft  be  a  means  of  con- 
veying the  fhock  upon  the  bpdy.     ^  I 

•  profeis  Sir/  fays  (he,  *  though  I  have 
<  gone  dirough  this  operation  fo  often, 

•  I  cannot  help  being  fhocked  immode- 

•  rately  at  your  folemnity  \  there  is 
>  ibmething  fo  fhocking  in  a  perfon's 
.*  being  (hocked  fo  frequently,  with  the 
^  repetition  of  the  word  fhock,  that  it 
^  flipcks  one  mod  fearfully,  and  I  am 
^  at  this  juncture  now  actually  moft 
^ibockingly  frightened/ 

I  believe  it  would  have  been  abfo- 
lutely  impoflible  for  me  to  have  re- 
main^ another  minute  without  difplay- 
log  evident  tokens  of  rifibility  at  this 
firft  fpeech  of  my  intended  bride,  had 
not  the  dodlor  called  off  my  attention, 
by  begging  me  to  give  the  wheel  a  few 
turns  round,  in  order  to  raife  the  ele- 
mentary heat  by  fridlion.  This  office 
I  flattered  myfelf  I  performed  pretty 
C  2  dcxte- 
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dextotMiflf  ;  for  In  a  momenc  he  bid 
his  pituic  oolf  lOuch  the  machlncr 
sad  St  produced  a  conoiffioo  of  ber 
wbok  frBmc.  SEc  rcpcaced  this  kv 
^Sma^vSl  bcr  ^ofUy  c^iedor  was  pkafd 
to  aj  OdCt  '  iktis  bene  placko.* 

On  which  I  rook  the  feat,  and  i 
ijm>ugh  m  cotirfe  of  Tcry  alannmgopc- 
noons,  to  the  great  mirth  of  the  lady, 
who  had  now  recovered  her  fpirits  to  a 
miracle,  and  rallied  me  very  agreeably 
en  my  awkward  tearful nefs,  obferv^ing, 
that  I  muft  be  very  little   acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  fhocks,  to  be  Lhocked 
at  fo  trifling  a  beginning  •,    while  the 
ciodor  took  occafion  to  infinuate,   that 
this  was  one  of  thofe  wonderful  works 
of  nature,  which  was  too  nice  for  our 
finite  conceptions  to  comprehend  fuffi- 
ciently,    but   that   we   Ihoi.ld  have  an 
ample  fcope  of  a  never-ending  eterni- 
ty to  explore  the  moft  noble  prodiftions 
erf  God,    alter  our  imprilbned   fouls 

(hould 
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bould  have  difengaged  themfelves  from 
he  fetters  of  mortality,  and  afcended 
he  maafions  of  the  faints  above. 

So  laying,  we  all  three  went  out 
inpng  of  plalms,  to  the  infinite  furprife 
kf  my  friend  Raily,  who  had  ftationed 
umlcdf  within  hearing,  with  a  view  of 
eoonnoitriug  the  old  lady,  and  who 
)ook  us  for  fo  many  inhabitants  •f 
Bedlam. 


xm 
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CHAP» 
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CHAP,    III, 

I  attend  chapel  with  fnelh  aflldulty,— 
Ingrariatc  myfelf  into  the  good  graces 
of  the  old  lady,  who  invites  me  home 
with  her  to  drink  tea.  ^- Am  tranf- 
ported  at  the  fplendor  of  her  apart- 
ftient,  and  make  fome  high  enco- 
miums  on  her  beauty. —  Begin  a 
grand  movement,  but  am  fruftrated 
by  the  unfeafonable  intrufion  of 
her  footman.  —  She  returns  me  the 
compliment  of  a  vifit  at  my  houfe, 
where  I  accomplilhpart  of  my  defign 
by  a  fingular  method.  —  Am  ren- 
dered the  happieft  of  men. 

WHEN  we  had  got  into  the  fields, 
in  which  moll  of  our  confulta- 
tions  were  exhibited,  Raily  afked  mc 
what  the  devil  was  the  matter  we  came 
out  braying  like  fo  many  jack-aflcs? 
On  which  I  told  him,  we  were  finging 
of  pfalms. 

*  PfaJms ! 
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•  Pfalms !  •  kf%  he,  *  do  you  caH 
^  that  fing^gof  i^tdms  ?  I  am  fore  it 
^  was  mofe  like  the  lamentations  of 
^  Hob  m  the  Wdl  than  church-mufic 

*  For  my  part,  X  began  tt>  think,  tfas 
^  doftor  had  turned  your  brains  in  good 

*  eameft,  and  was  preparing  to  call  him 
^  to  an  account  for  depiiviag  die  com« 
^  moBWcalth.  of  a  very  abteilatefman/ 
Tbis  obfervation  made  us.  qoioe  merry. 
I  related  the  circumftances  of  the  ctofet 
cCMiference,  verbatim  v  ^t  which  he 
latched  hcanily,  and  ob&rved,  we  were 
ia  a  fair  way  of  doing  bufinefs  by  that 
i^ery  tranfadion. 

I0  order  to  carry  an  our  projeAs  the 
better,  it  was  thought  neccflary  to  take 
a  footman  in  livery  direAly,  and  alfo 
have  lodgings  in  the  city  •,  but  upon  fc- 
tooA  thbughts^  a  houft  would  do  much 
betMf^  in  order  tX2>  kttp  u^  appearances^ 
and  be  fecured  from  the  prying  eyes 
of  in  inquifitive  family,  who  might, 
perhapt^  entsitaiia  fbme  thoughts  which 
C  4  were 
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were  not  proper  to  be  indulged  at  dui 
junfture-  With  this  view,  we  pitched 
upon  a  very  fmall^  but  neat  box,  ready 
ftjrnifhcd,  not  far  from  the  centre  of  the 
city,  which  I  found  means  to  enter  upofl 
immediately. 

There  was  ftill  another  article  want- 
ing which  was  very  matcriaL  This  was 
no  other  than  fome  female  in  the  houfc 
who  (hoiild  pafs  for  a  very  near  rela- 
tion, which  Raily  undertook  to  furnifh 
me  with,  and  at  the  fame  time  one  who 
knew  how  to  behave  herfelf  to  the  bed 
advantage.  The  perfon  who  was  to  fup- 
ply  the  place  of  my  fifler  on  this  occa- 
lion,  was  a  girl  of  the  town,  whom  my 
companion  had  known  a  long  time,  and 
could  fham  modefty  to  a  miracle. 

All  this  time  I  was  not  idle,  but  took 
care  to  attend  the  chapel  as  much  as 
ever,  and  never  failed  to  do  my  duty 
at  the  wheel,  whenever  the  old  lady 
was  difpofcd  to  be  ele6lrified  j  by  which 

means 
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means  I  infinuated  my&lf  fo  far  inta 
her  confidence  and  favour,  that  fhe 
one  day  invited  me  home  with  her  to 
drink  tea.  Glad  of  this  lucky  oppor- 
tunity,  by  which  I  thought  my  bufi- 
nels  as  good  as  done,  I  aflented  to  her 
obliging  offer  with  vaft  joy,  and  had 
the  pleafure  to  be  carried  home  with 
her  in  her  chariot. 

AH  the  way  going  along,  I  took  oc- 
cafion  every  now  and  then  to  obferve^ 
that  Mr.  W d  was  certainly  an  im- 
mediate gift  from  heaven^  in  order  ta 
draw  mankind  into  the  true  thorough.- 
fare  of  faving-gracc.  His  bounty,  his 
unparalleled  charity,  were  my  univerfal 
theme ;  and  that  it  was  no  fmall  addi- 
tion to  his  happinefs,  to  be  attended  by 
fo  worthy.  God-fearing,  and  agreeable  a 
lady  as  I  then  had  the  honour  to  be  ia 
company  with,  which,  I  took  notice,, 
was  fuch  an  encouragement  to  people 
of  lower  character  in  life,  that  it  made 
C  5  bis 
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^  niaicwQtiaiB  tnd  doaritic  be  rccdf  d 
tad  iSgeftcd  with  tjcnfbld  energy. 

This  <Ed  not  fcil  to  have  a  moft  hw^ 
pf  eficd.  I  ibund  the  epithet  *  agree* 
*ibk*  tickled  bcr  darling  paflion  cX'^ 
cee&^fi  and  Ibc^  in  return  form/ 
compfiifirfltt  gai?e  me  to  uiiderftand, 
Am  if  W9S 1  TCTT  pleafing  fight  ro  all 
gpod  followers  of  the  righteous  to  fee 
a  youth  of  my  years  fo  admirably  cap- 
tivated with  the  luflre  of  divine  things  j 
and,  for  her  pan,  fhe  had  conceived  a 
ver}-  great  Hking  to  my  morals,  ever 
£nce  her  firfl  feeing  me  in  the  clofet. 

I  was  tranfported  at  thefe  words,  and 
was  in  the  midft  of  a  very  eloquent 
harangue,  letting  forth  the  power  of 
beauty,  fealbned  with  womanhood,  and 
enlarged  by  experience,  which,  I  faid, 
couIJ  not  fill  to  render  her  the  delicht 
of  the  man  who  (hould  be  fo  happy  as 
to  engage  her  attention,  inftead  of  the 
liily,  uiiiing  alJuremcnts  of  a  baby  girl, 

which 
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which  ncMic  but  boys,  fools,  and  mad- 
men could  be  taken  with,  when  we 
ftopt  at  a  large  pair  of  gates,  and  I 
was  obliged  to  break  off  my  difcourie 
ibr  that  time,  in  order  to  hand  my 
partner  out  of  the  chariot,  which  I  did 
in  a  very  gallant  manjien 

But  if  I  was  in  raptures  before,  I 
was  ten  times  more  fo  at  finding  mylelf 
ufhered  into  a  very  fumpuions  and  ele- 
gant apartment  by  a  footman  in  livery, 
who  (hortly  after  brought  in  the  tea- 
equipage,  and  retired. 

I  now  thought  I  was  a  made  man 
indeed*  I  had  juft  taken  a  look  of  the 
houfe,  and  found  it  was  a  very  large 
one  in  a  capital  ftreet ;  and  as  to 
certain  females,  which  I  faw  in  the 
fcveral  apartments  as  I  went  up  ftairs, 
i  conjeftured  they  muft  certainly  be  fo 
many  upper-fcrvants,  or  companions  to 
die  lady« 

Elated 


I 

r 
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Elated  at  thefe  fymptoms  of  f^i^ 
rounding  grandeur,  I  let  her  down  in 
my  opinion  as  a  firft  rate  fortune*  and 
refolved  to  cultivate  the  prefent  mi- 
nutes to  the  beft  advantage.  With  this 
diought  I  took  the  opportunity  of  our 
being  alone  during  the  tea,  to  re-aJTume 
the  feqiiel  of  my  oration  in  the  coach  | 
by  breaking  out  with.  Yes,  madam,  \ 
the  man  who  fliall  be  fo  happy  as  t0  I 
fecure  the  affedions  of  fo  fine  a  lady, 
need  give  himfelf  no  farther  trouble 
about  worldly  affairs.  He  may  then 
look  round  without  envy  upon  the 
greateft:  monarchs  upon  earth,  and 
make  good  the  old  proverb,  *'  I  have 
"  one,  part  the  reft  among  you."  Here 
he  may  have  beauty  without  paint, 
modefty  without  affeftation,  humility 
without  pride,  love  without  meafure, 
and  godlinefs  without  fuperftition. 
Can  any  thing  be  more  ravifhing, 
more  tranfporting,  or  more  delightful, 
than  for  a  man  to  be  aided  in  his  re- 
fearches  by  fo  pious  and   fo  learned  a 

partner  ? 
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partner  ?  Here  he  has  a  fure  guide  to 
the  paths  of  happinefs,  and  a  pleafmg 
check  to  the  fkllies  of  youth  ;  and 
when  his  fpirit  is  tired  with  the  ar- 
dors attending  thefe  operations  of 
his  duty  with  regard  to  things  fpi* 
ritual,  he  may  then  unbend  his  fa- 
tigued mind  froni  fuch  ftudies,  by 
tailing  in  the  arms  of  the  fineft  wo- 
man in  the  world,  thofe  tranfporting 
pleafures  which  carnal  minds  can  have 
no  idea  of,  and  none  but  the  cholen 
few  are  permitted  to  know. 

*  O  dear  Sir,'  replied  the  lady,  high- 
ly pleafed  with  what  I  had  faid,    ^  you 

*  are  the  beft  bred  young  gentleman  I 

*  ever  faw,  and  were  I  difpofed  to  va- 

*  nity,  (hould  aftually  think  you  had 

*  difcovered    fomething    extraordinary 

*  about   my  perfon   to  occafion   thefe 

*  encomiums ;  but  as  I  am  not  fo  felf- 

*  conceited,  muft  conclude  you  are  un- 

*  der  fome  miftake,  in  thus  flattering  a 

*  woman  upwards  of  thirty-five.* 

Twenty. 
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Twenty  -  five  you  mean,  Madacii 
Of  rather  twenty  *  one,  itplied  I.  Il 
that  native  bloom,  which  by  its  tranf* 
parent  luftrc  fhines  fo  conipkuoui 
over  your  angelical  countenance,  a 
denominarion  of  thirty- five  ?  No,  no, 
dear  Madam,  give  mc  leave  to  afltire 
you,  there  muft  be  a  very  great  error 
in  fuch  calculation.  In  thefe  cafes,  na- 
ture is  the  beft  index,  who  plainly 
points  out  to  every  fpeftator,  that  you 
are  very  tar  on  this  fide  thirty.  It*is 
only  being  bleiTed  with  a  glance  of 
thcic  lovely  eyes,  vvhofc  humid  rays 
excel  the  llin  in  radiance,  and  thofe 
deliciuViS  lips,  whofe  very  touch  might 
tranfport  a  hermit  to  diftraftion,  to 
convince  us  of  the  truth  of  this  ob- 
fervaticn. 

Having  cxprefied  myfelf  in  this  man- 
ner, I  got  up,  and  begging  pardon  for 
my  boldncj's,  hoped  rtie  would  attri- 
bute it  lo  my  uncommon  zeal  for  her 

pcrfon, 
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perfon,  and  moft  humbly  implored  her 
to  be  fo  gracious  as  to  indulge  me  iti 
the  happinefs  of  a  chafte  falute,  that  {6 
1  lAight  convince  myfelf  of  the  r«alirf 
tf  svhat  my  eyes  had  never  been  fo 
happy  a$  to  have  feen  before.  So  fay- 
ing^ I  ravifhed  a .  kifs  from  her  once 
hiddy  lips,  which  I  repeated  fo  often, 
that  the  old  lady's  breath  began  to  beat 
to  alarm  to  yet  untafted  raptures  very 
lenfibly,  and  I  do  not  know  how  far 
we  might  have  loft  ourfelves  in  thefe 
pleafing  tumults  of  the  fenfes,  had  not 
we  been  aroufed  from  carrying  matters 
to  greater  maturity  by  the  found  of  hef 
footman's  tread  upon  the  ftairs,  who 
very  unfeafonably  paid  us  a  vifit,  in 
order  to  replenifh  the  tea-kettle. 

This  int^ntiption  put  a  final  ftop  to 
any  farther  operations  for  that  night, 
1  had  worked  myfelf  up  into  fo  great  a 
fermentation  of  fpirits,  by  placing  my 
fcye  upon  fome  filver  plate  on  a  fide- 
board, 
2 
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board,  that  I  might  have  done  gitat 
things  at  fuch  a  junfture  5  but  being 
once  recovered  from  this  reverie,  I  could 
not  for  the  foul  of  me  go  through  with 
it  again  on  any  accounL  As  10  my 
partner,  fhc  pretended  great  confufion  | 
at  my  freedoms  \  but  I  found  means  to 
pacify  her  by  protefting,  he  would  be 
kfs  than  man  who  could  iland  the  ar- 
tillery of  her  fair  eyes,  and  not  be  ftruck 
with  the  moft  tranfporting  fenfarions,  ' 
An  obfervation  of  this  nature  could  not 
fail  to  make  my  peace  in  a  minute  :  fhc 
aflumed  a  moft  chearful  behaviour,  and 
rendered  herfelf  fo  ridiculous  by  af- 
feding  the  childifh  humours  of  fif- 
teen, that  I  could  fcarce  refrain  from 
laughing. 

I  now  thought,  that,  confidering  it 
was  my  firft  vifit,  I  ought  to  be  fatis- 
fied  with  the  advances  I  had  made,  and 
it  would  be  decent  to  withdraw,  which 
I  foon  after  did  \  but  not  before  I  had 

obtained 
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obtained  her  promife  to  favour  me  with 
her  delightful  company  the  next  even- 
ing, when  I  obierved  my  fifter  would 
be  very  much  delighted  to  find  herfelf 
blefled  with  the  converfadon  of  fo  ac- 
compliihed  and  amiable  a  young  lady. 

When  I  went  home,  and  imparted 
the  news  of  this  converfation  to  Rally, 
and  that  I  had  been  within  an  ace  of 
giving  the  old  woman  a  very  convincing 
mark  of  my  afiedion,  he  damned  the 
footman  very  cordially  ;  but  comforted 
himfelf  for  this  unavoidable  accident, 
by  crying  out,  *  Tip  her  the  faddle, 
«  d — n  me,  tip  her  the  faddle.    By  the 

•  lord  Harry !  it  is  the  only  thing  in  the 

•  world  to  trip  up  her  heels  decently 
^  once  or  fo,  and  you  gain  her  heart 

•  for  ever.  Didn't  I  fay,  you  would  be 
«  a  parliament-man  prefently  ?  By  J — s ! 
« I  begii^  to  have  fome  very  promiHng 
^  hopes  of  a£bing  myfelf  the  part  of 
^  under -treafurer  to  the  Exchequer: 

*0! 
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^  0 1  how  I  fiiould  like  to  be  fingtriog 
*  the  fhrncrs!* 

1  then  rold  him,  that  fte  was  to  pay 
mc  ^  vifit  on  the  morrow  evening  ^  ind 
ia  order  to  make  the  better  figure,  I 
went  to  a  filvcr*finith,  and  got  the  ufc 
of  a  Tery  handfome  fervicc  of  gadroon^ 
cd  plate,  for  which  I  left  the  value  and 
a  large  confideration.  Beitig  farnifhcd 
out  in  every  rtfpeft,  I  waited  very  im- 
patiently for  her  arrival,  and  in  due 
time  was  relieved  from  my  anxiety  by 
her  coach  (topping  at  my  door  -,  on 
which,  with  the  greatefl  igihty,  I  ruihcd 
down  flairs,  and  handed  my  vifitor  fo 
adroitly  into  a  lower  parlour,  that  f 
perceived  my  manner  of  proceeding  had 
charmed  her  not  a  little. 

My  fifler  m>w  came  in  and  fainted 
her  very  prettily ;  obJerving,  that  {ttf 
could  not  be  fufficiently  thankful  for 
tlic  happinefs  of  this  mark  of  fo  fine  a 

lady's 
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ladfs  regard  to  her  brother,  in  ho^ 
nouring  his  houfe  with  her  prelence; 
and  begged  to  be  numbered  among 
thofe  happy  pec^e  whom  (he  favoured 
with  the  bleffings  of  her  friendlhip^from 
%bich  there  muft  certainly  flow  very 
thMAf  ^vMt^es.  This  fpeech  far  fur- 
{Mtidfed  my  hopes,  and  did  not  fail  to 
mfwtr  the  purpofe  exceedingly.  The 
tid  lady  made  her  a  mod  gracious 
dhfwef,  and  eke  tea  «Ml  wit  flfcw  aboQt 


I  vtes  itt  a  gPWt  dilemma  how  to  gdt 
rty  prettndiBd  fifter  out  of  the  room, 
that  I  might  be  at  liberty  to  hnprotte 
the  minutes  to  the  beft  advantage  -,  but 
I  pataiid  Adt  hat«  been  fb  fearful,  for 
the  dear  ^rl  kMW  faer  bufinefs  better 
than  tliat  czrtit  to  :  for,  after  begging 
W  flrilHon  of  patdOfls  for  the  rudeile& 
«f  teaving  a  kdy  fl^  honoured  fo  much, 
pleaded  an  abfolute  pre-engstgement, 
l^hich  there  could  be  no  avoiding,  and 

ufing 
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mc  for  my  nc^ed  m 
J  her  tiindf  nocite  of  dm  li^ 

doing  of  ba&i]e{$  to  Jbcne 
I  ipproiched  mf  v^mt  wuh 
t0d  hcfgm  to  cxbtbic  fiiJl 
of  ki^e-iiifeiiirkk  ts  &t  b^ 
i  is  m  mQ&  pkafefiUe  droikopo. 
Tbeie  fact  o*  diftxniers  were  fo  i>cw  to 
ter,  ii:  ihe  wis  abfclutely  at  a  lofs  for 
t^ir  rr-.ri-ing,  othcrwife  than  from  the 
gccc  eftr.s  ci  elccrriciry,  which  natu- 
nlly  lee  her  to  tjik  of  \Ir.  \V d's 

I  row  thought  this  a  very  lucky  op- 
pcrrjT.ity  to  c:fe<5  my  purpofe ;  and 
w:th  di'^  view  I  told  her,  that  I  did 
HOC  a:  aX  approve  of  giving  the  human 
con:h:uriori  fuch  unnatural  fhocks  as 
he  every  day  priftifed  upon  nis  pa- 
tienii  i    that  repetitions  of  fuch  kind 

wore 
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wore  out  the  elaffick  fpringincfs  of  the 
fibres,  and  relaxed  the  nerves  of  the 
brain,  even  to  a  degree  of  lunacy  ^ 
whereas  I  had  a  far  nobler  method  of 
operation  for  the  cure  of  low  fpirits, 
which,  without  diftrelling  the  folids,  or 
overpowering  the  human  fabrick  with 
violence,  imparted  all  the  afliftance  that 
could  be  expedled  from  the  moft  expe* 
rienced  phyfician,  and  at  the  fame  time 
tranfported  the  foul  of  the  patient  with 
fuch  extatic  pleafures  as  were  incom- 
prchenfible  to  any  one  who  never  had 
made  trial  of  the  powerful  wonders  of 
its  influence.  It  chears  the  fpirits,  fays 
I,  brightens  up  the  fenfes,  comforts  the 
brain  and  nerves,  and  enlivens  the  un- 
derftanding  to  comprehend  ftrange  myf- 
teries.  It  furnifties  the  ftomach  with  a 
moft  incredible  digeftion,  enriches  the 
memory  with  the  faculties  of  retention 
in  a  wonderful  manner,  even  fo  as  to 
be  continually  pondering  upon  its  ocult 
qualities,  and  longing  for  a  return  of  its 

appli- 


46      ^  Ufe  mid  Advmturii 

ipplicfltiorw  acd»  by  its  never-fallifig 
coer^,  lets  the  whole  Quids  in  a  ftatc 
of  fcnnentation.  And  whereas  other 
madiiaes  muft  be  confined  to  clof^ 
fm  flicir  bulk^  this  on  the  contrary  b  fo 
faeable  that  it  is  every  day  carried  with 
cafe  about  the  pedop  ^  and  what  is  the  beft 
SKommcndafioii  in  the  worlds  it  is  tbc 
immediate  gift  of  heaven.  But  though 
it  is  common  to  all  men,  yet  it  is  not 
every  one  who  knows  how  to  prepare  it 
for  aiftion  in  a  fatisfaftory  manner. 

*  Bkfs    me,    Sir,'    fays    my  vifitor, 

*  this  is  a  very  wonderful  machine  you 

*  fpeak  of  :    I  profefs  I  never  yet  heard 

*  of  the   like,    and  fhould  be  glad  to 

*  be  eledrified   with  fuch    a  powcrfol 

*  apparatus.* 

*  Madam,*  faid  I,  *  I  will  not  fail  to 

*  obey  your  commands  prefently  :  you 

*  need  be  under  no  apprehenfion  as  to 

*  its  cfieiis ;    it  runs  much  upon  the 

*  fame 
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^  £une  principles  with  the  dodtor's,  only 

*  with  this  difference,  that  whereas  his 
^  method  is  attended  with  a  moft  dif* 

*  agreeable  fiiock  to  the  body,  this  of 
^  inine  is  accompanied  with  a  fenfation 

*  £>  delightful,  that  it  will  be  abfolutely 

*  impoffible  for  you  to  recoiled):  your 

*  fituation  for  a  few  feconds  of  time.* 

*  Lord !    Sir,*   faid  fhe,   *  produce 

*  this  mighty  machine  you  talk  of;    I 

*  am  in  raptures  at  its  admirable  quali* 

*  tics,  andforefee,  I  (hall  have  frequent 

*  ufe  for  fo  powerful  a  fpecifick  to  my 
«  conftitutioD.' 

I  was  willing  to  work  up  her  conceit 
of  it  to  the  higheft,  in  order  to  cut  off 
«U  retreat  upon  its  production,  and 
alfo  to  give  time  to  my  own  fancy  to 
bring  the  engine  to  its  proper  bearance, 
and  proceeded  thus :  '  Well  might  the 

*  worthy  doftor  launch  out  into  the 
*praifesof  elcdricit^,  and  the  power- 
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*  fij  laws  of  friftion !    it  is  the  grand 

*  movement  of  nature ;  the  firft  prin- 

*  cipfc  of  pcrpctuaj   motion  j   it  replc* 

*  niihcs  the  world  with  living  creamrts 

*  of  cvay  defiomination^and  gives  m<sr- 

*  ttb  a  profped  of  die  joys  of  immor- 

*  aHty.     The  fcas  arc  fiiU  of  its  won* 

*  <Jtis,  the  air  of  its  miracles,  and  every 

*  biilh,  twig,  branch,  leaf,  and  fliamblc 

*  fings  aloud  the  prai&s  of  m  \nhmt 

*  perfcftion.' 

I  was  going  on  thus  at  a  wonderfiil  rate, 
when  her  impatience  was  raifed  fo  high, 
that  nothing  would  ferve  her  turn  but 
to  be  electrified  directly ;  on  which  I 
was  obliged  to  leave  off  my  encomiums, 
to  enhance  her  belief  of  it  by  ocular 
demonftration,  and  the  teftimony  and 
evidence  of  the  fweeteft  of  the  five  fenfes.^ 
This  I  did  lo  effeaually  before  wc 
parted,  that  fhe  confcfled  in  a  kind  of 
extatic  confufion,  Ihe  had  never  been 
fo  agreeably  eledrified  in  her  life  time; 

but 
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id  me  very  fcvcrcly  for  taking 
vantage  over  her  credulity,  which 
nan  had  done  before. 

IS  very  much  dilpofed  to  believe 
)teftations  in  that  article  to  be 
?,  as  I  had  all  the  leafon  in  the 
to  flatter  myfelf,  I  had  eledlri- 
maid,  though  fomewhat  of  the 
,  and  alfo,  by  the  experiment^ 
d  the  dodbor  of  one  of  his  moll 
xable  and  beft  patients* 


m.  D  CHAP. 


50      ^DxUfemiAhentnrn 

C  H  A  P.    IV, 

Impart  the  news  of  my  fuccefs  to  Ral- 
ly.—He  is  entranced  at  the  profpcds 
before  us.— I  invite  the  lady  toChd- 
fea  in  a  four-wheeled  chaife.  —  Pro 
pofc  marriage,  n^ich  ihc  confcnis 
to. —  Make  mention  of  a  very  pom- 
pous fcttlcmenr,  which  produces  a 
moft  (hocking  difcovcry. —  Find  the 
foundation  of  all  my  hopes  to  be 
grounded  on  a  trifling  annuity.— 
Break  up  the  correfpondence  in  high 
dudgeon. 

SI  1 E  was  no  (boner  gone,  than  I  called 
downRaily,and  acquainted  him,  that 
I  had  very  happily  brought  matters  to 
b.ar  beyond  my  moft  fanguine  expefta- 
lions  \  that,under  the  appearanccof  bracc- 
irg  my  vifitor's  nerves  by  eleftricity,  I 
had  found  means  to  fecure  her  aflfeclions 
in  the  moft  prevailing  manner,  by  firft 
braceing  and  then  relaxing  my  own,  and 

that 
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:hat  I  intended  to  marry  her  in  a  few 
days.  He  was  aInK>ft  diftraded  with 
joy  at  thefe  tidings,  applauded  my  me- 
thod of  procedure  to  the  (kies,  and  ob- 
ferved,  that  fuch  talents  as  mine  could 
not  fail  to  render  me  the  wonder  of  the 
age  I  lived  in,  when  I  (hould  have  an 
opportunity  to  difpenfe  their  luftre  to 
mankind  in  a  more  exalted  fphere. 

To  fay  the  truth,  I  began  to  have  a 
wonderful  opinion  of  my  own  fagacity 
and  condudt  fince  the  completion  of 
ibis  affair.  I  thought  no  woman  could 
Aand  againft  the  force  of  my  attacks,and 
with  great  pleafure  indulged  myfelf  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  golden  pro- 
fpc&s  before  me. 

I  will  no  iboner,  faid  I,  be  in  the 
aAual  pofleflion  ot  this  money,  which, 
moderately  fpeaking,  cannot  be  lels  than 
thirty  thoufand  pounds,  than  I  will  Bnifh 
what  my  claflical  education  has  begun. 
I  will  ftudy  the  culloms,  manners,  and 
D  2  confli- 
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onftirution  of  my  own  country  wMi 
grcii  accuncj^  that  I  may  be  the  bet- 
ter enabled  to  judge  of  the  ftate  of  our 
afiaifs,  with  regard  to  our  poritica!  con- 
nedions  on  the  cootinenc.     I  will  get 
juft  as  much  inO^t  into  the  law,  as  to 
enable  me  to  ward  off  the  fraudulent 
infiiioaiJOiis  of  fharpers  i    and  while  I  | 
am  accompHfhing  myfclf  in  the  ncccf 
liry  quaiihcations  of  a  gentleman,  can 
ferve  my  countr)'  in  the  charader  of  a 
julVice  of  the  peace  upon  occafion.   As 
to  languages,  I  am  pretty  well  verledin 
them.  Laiin  I  have  at  my  fingers  ends; 
Greek  I  am  tolerably  acquainted  with, 
and  French  is  my  darhng  amulement: 
rict  from  any  affcftion  to  the  countr)', 
but  becaufe  I  think  it  the  moft  polite 
iinJ  ftowerv   language  in  chriftendom. 
Being  fumillicd  with  all  thefe  necclTary 
acquirements,    1    will    then    make  the 
gi-and   tour.     I   will  contract  a  corre- 
Ipondence   at    moll:   of  the   courts  of 
tuiope,   to  gain  the  more  in  fight  into 
the  nature  and  fyilem  of  politicks.  I  will 

examine 
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examine  every  thing  curious  abroad,  that 
I  may  be  the  better  qualified  to  judge, 
as  to  the  veracity  of  our  authors,  who 
have  treated  of  thofe  things.     During 
my  progrefs  through  Italy,  I  will  ftudy 
the  arts  with  great  aflTiduity,  that  I  may 
no  longer  be  a  dupe  to  a  fet  of  fcoun- 
drels,  by  throwing  away  my  money  to 
acquire  the  title  of  3  virtuofo.     I  will 
take  care  to  fumifli  myfelf  with  fuch 
original  curiofities,  as  fhall  not  fail  to 
eftablifb  my  reputation  for  tafte  on  my 
arrival  in  old  England.     By  this  time, 
my  wife  will  be  dead ;    as  what  the 
devilj  (hould  a  woman  of  her  years  do 
out  of  heaven  fo  long.    This  will  be  a 
mod  happy  releafement.    I  will  fall  in 
love  with  and  marry  fome  lady  of  the 
firft  quality,  by  whofe  influence  I  (hall 
be  reprelented  to  his  Majefty  as  a  young 
gentleman  of  the  mofl:  natural  and  ac« 
quired  qualifications  to  ferve  my  country 
in  an  exalted  ftation.    I  fhall  be  carefifed 
at  court ;  my  company  and  converfation 
will  be  looked  upon  as  the  higheft  favour . 
D  3  by 
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by  the  prime  of  the  hnd  \  anil  I  M\ 
be  courted  by  rhe  wifc>  the  greats  the 
riih  and  opulent,  as  a  moft  oncommoft 
genius.  I  will  increafc  in  wifdom  as 
in  years  \  and  by  that  time  I  get  to  the 
age  of  forty,  Iball  be  deemed  the  fit- 
teil  perfon  in  England  to  be  tryftcd 
with  the  ad  mini  (Ira  [ion  of  affairs  andtf 
cur  inoft  gracious  Sovereign, 

*  Why  now,'  faid  Ratif,  who  had 

liftened  to  thcfe  reveries  with  great  at- 
tention, *  why  now,  this  is  what  I  have 

*  been  aiming  at  all  this  time.    You 

*  pretended  to  laugh  at  my  ladder  of 

*  afcenfion  -,  but  can  any  thing  be  more 

*  plain  and  pradicable  ?   Let  us  go  on 

*  fair  and  foftly no  more  to  out 

*  hearts  than  we  can  decently  kick  off 

*  with  our  heels.     Yes,  yes,  I  find  we 

*  are   made  men,-  and  our  bufinefs  is 
'  three  parts  done  ;  and  for  why  ?  han't 

*  we  already  entered  upon  pofleffion  ? 

*  and  that  you  know  is  three  points  of 

*  the    law.      Only    lay    hands. .  upon 

.     •  ithc 
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*  the  rtiino,  and  we  cao  then  proceed 

*  as  we  pleaiie.' 

In  coniequence  of  this  it.,  was  re-* 
folvedy  that  I  fhould  fulfil  my  engage* 
ments  as  to  vifiting  the  lady  next  day, 
and  lay  down  propoials  of  marriage, 
on  the  carpet  forthwith  :  but  upon  fe- 
cond  thoughts  it  was  reckoned  niore^ 
expedient  to  provide  myfclf  with  a  li-, 
cence  at  Doctors  Commons ;  and,  for, 
fear  of  fome  other  unlucky  intrufion^ 
befpeak  her  company  to  fome  of  the 
neighbouring  villages,  fuch  as  Chelfea, 
Batterfea,  or  Wandfworth,  to  dinner  on 
the  following  day,  where  I  could  have 
an  of^rtunity  to  found  the  depth  of 
her  finances,  and  the  feelings  of  her 
pulfe  the  more  efie£tually. 

Accordingly  it  was  thought  proper 
to  (lay  away  all  that  day,  in  order  to 
whet  her  impatience  the  better  for  a 
iecond  interview  j  but  befpeak  her  com- 
pany to  the  foregoing  pleafurable  ex- 
D  /{  curfion 
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ctirfion  on  the  morrow,  where  I  wouU 
do  myfelf  the  honour  to  attend  her  in 
a  four-wheeled  chaifc.  This  I  imme- 
diately perforined  by  detaching  my  foot- 
man with  a  very  elegant  billet,  fctdng 
forth  my  unhappincfs  in  being  deprived 
of  the  tranfponing  pleafureof  her  com- 
pany for  fo  long  an  age,  and  begging  her 
confent  to  my  requefl  of  attending  her  to 
CheFfea  the  next  morning.  To  this  I  re- 
ceived a  moft  fatisfaftory  anfwer,  inti- 
n'lating  her  confent  to  my  propofals,  and 
that  flie  would  be  ready  by  one  ;  afliuing 
ine  withal,  that  nothing  but  the  ex- 
ceeding defire  flie  had  to  hear  thedodor 
upon  a  favourite  text^fhould  have  moved 
her  to  appoint  ^o  late  an  hour;  for,  faving 
the  unfpcakable  deRght  which  was  con- 
veyed to  her  foul  by  the  healing  words 
of  that  chofen  minifter,  ftie  had  never 
experienced  fuch  heavenly  fcchngs  as 
when  in  my  company. 

Tranfported  at  this  frefli  inftance  of 
her  approbation,  by  which  I  found  my 
lall  ni2;lu's  tranfaftiou  had  been  takers 

in 
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in  good  party  I  refolved  to  throw  off* 
the  faint  altogether,  and  next  morning 
put  on  a  mod:  brilliant  drefs,  afTifted 
by  the  confidence  and  prefumption  of  a 
firft  rate  beau,  which  I  thought  could 
not  fail  to  render  my  converfation  tea- 
fold  agreeable. 

When  I  went  out,  I  left  Raily  fully 
perfuaded  of  my  bringing  matters  to  a. 
happy  conclufion  before  I  came  back  : 
for  at  my  departure  I  heard  him  cry,, 
^  A  very  froiickfome  old  woman  this, 

*  by  J — s ;    but  all's  one  for  that :    be 

•  fure  to  tip  her  the  faddle.* 

I  had  ordered  my  fervant  to  bring 
the  chaife  to  Buckingham-gate,  whither 
we  foon  after  arrived  in  a  hackney- 
coach  ;  and  as  I  did  not  choofe  to  be 
overheard,  I  fent  the  fellow  home  agaia. 
about  his  bufinefe^ 

After  expatiating  on  her  great  con^- 

defcention  in  honouring  me  with  her 

agreeable  company  in  this  jaunt,  I  took 

D  5  occai- 


I 
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occaHoo  to  aJTume  the  bufineis  m  haoi 
by  addrtfliiig  her  tbtts : 

You  cannot  imagine.  Madam,  the 
pleafuiifs  I  feel  in  being  .ib  niear  Ebe 
only  ladjf.in  die  vjoikj,  for  whom  I 
could  cvo-  entertain  the  leaft  favour- 
able idea*  Yes,  before  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  eitplore  the  mafte' 
*pi^e  of  nature  in  the  cohtcmplarioii 
bf  y6ur7%^nf\|fifu1  pfrfeftions,  I  r^ay 
lately  Tayi"' without  derogating  from 
Veracity,  that  all  the  fex  were  indiffe- 
rent'to  me':,  but  no  fooncr  did  chance, 
or  rather  I  Rave*  rcalon  to  (ay  propi- 
4iou$  fioftHne,  throw  nie  in  your  way, 
and  I  had  an  opportunity  to  experience 
to  a  reality  what  my  moft  fangiiinc 
imagination  could  never  have  fuggefted, 
Xben,  J;}ji^ed»  the  cafe  was  greatly  al- 
terewh!*  r  ho  longer  b^^jd  wopr^an  with 
indifterence  ;  a  ftrange  and  uncommon 
ardour  poflefled  my  fpirits  ;  my  blood 
was  thrilled  to  extafy  with  the  moft  ra* 
vilhing  delights,  and  I  found,  in-ftxrt 
"^  •  -     •  .  •      .ot 
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if  myfelf^  that  my  hearty  krtherto  un^ 
eftraincd  as  air,  was  Ao^  a  ck^fe  pri-* 
oner  9  and,  being  tired  of  its  former 
nafter,  has  taken  refage  in  your  ange« 
teal  bofom,  from  whence  I  have  no 
iof>es  of  recovering^  it^  nnrefs  I  fhould 
le  ib  happy  as  to  engagp  your  mutual 
eturli  of  love.  That  this  is  tfiy  fitua^ 
ion,  .1  have  no* longer  /eafon  to  doubt  9 
iar^  upoti  your  Icaft  apptoachi^  an  uni« 
'erlal  tremof  feiizes  jne,  alternate  floods 
if  joy,  gpief,  hope  and  deipair  fill  myi 
ireaft  in  a  viciflitude  of  alaj^ming  per-» 
urbations  ;  and  I  am  quickly  convinced 
0-  my  woeful  experience,  that,  without 
ou,  I  muft  be  for  ever  miferable.— — 
^ow,.  dear  Madam„  ^s  the  cafe  ftands, 
lid  in  confideratfipn. that  the  happinels 
►r  mifery^of  a  fellow-j^reaturc  is  highly 
[\j;crcfte^  by.  your  anfwcr,  will  you  be 
b  cpfidcfQ^nding  as  to  intimate  your 
nind  on  this  occafion  ?  Have  I  reafoa 
ft.  hope  you  will  favour  my  attachment 
py^arriage  ?  Can  I  indulge  myfclf  in 
b<f dWightful  profped  of  fpeinding  mjl 
.    .    .4  &itute 


re  days  in  the  company  of  fo 
MEuabk  a  lady  ?  If  your  aofwcr  QiouB 
froTc  agreeable  to  my  wilhesi  m  the 
fwne  of  heaTen  impiit  tt  ibmehow  by 
a  ligpi,  %  Dodt  or  fome  fecrct  indma- 
tioacif  OKifendng  love,  left  my  gntc- 
fbl  bcaiT,  taking  the  alarm  at  the  prcft^ 
firiocis  accent  of  your  tongue,  fliouM 
dMnoHinkace  the  joyful  tidings  too 
fUAeiily  €0  my  enraptured  foul,  whlchi 
bdng  ftning  to  the  higheft  verge  of 
extafy,  might  take  that  opportunity  ta 
^verlrap  the  bounds  of  mortality,  and 
Liy  me  dead  at  your  feet. 

Having  finiihed  this  unnatural  rapfo- 
cV,  which  had  almoft  exhaufted  my 
rrearh,  I  had  reafon  to  believe  my 
loving  partner  was  indeed  under  ibme 
jpprehenfions  of  overpowering  niy  Ipi- 
r::s  by  a  too  hafly  declaration  in  my 
behalf,  for  (he  only  favoured  me  wiih 
a  fmile  and  a  confentino;  nod. 

Being    fatistied    in    this    interefting 
point,  1  alTumed  a  mod  chearfui  be- 
haviour, 
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sviour,  talked  to  her  as  to  a  perTon  who 
as  to  be  my  wife  that  very  night,  and 
roduced  the  licence  accordingly.  She 
as  very  far  from  being  difpleafed  at 
lis  inftance  of  my  celerity ;.  and  gave 
le  to  know  I  was  the  only  man  in 
le  world,  who  had  ever  made  an  im-: 
neffion  upon  her  heart*. 

Was  ever- any  thing  {6  tranfportihg  F 
furveyed  the  numerous  equipages  paf* 
ig  to  and  fro  with  abundance  of  conr 
mpt,  concluding  I  fhould  foon  have 
in  my  power  to  fhew  the  world  one 
r  fuperior  to  any  of  them,  and  alight* 
g  at  the  bed  houfe  of  entertainment 

the  place,  called  up  the  matter,  and 
:fpoke  an  elegant  dinner. 

While  this  was  preparing,  and  we 
ere  exhilarating  our  fpirits  over  a  glais 
'  wine,  I  was  ftrangely  anxious  to  be 
bertained  of  the  fum  and  extent  of  my 
)od  fortune,  and  languiflied  impaticnt- 

to  hear  her  pronounce  the  words, 

•Thirtjj 
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*  Thixty  thoufmd  pounib/  Bui  di< 
I  might  cornmunicatc  this  p^\  ne«s 
to  my  dirobbing  heart,  without  i^ 
viating  frotTj  good  mannerSj  I  b^ici  to 
talk  of  her  Ictdemcat  in  very  ponipoui 

I  will.  Madam,  (ays  I,  h  fooii  a$  I 
can  confult  my  hwyer^  draw  up  I 
fettlcment  entitling  you  to  a  provifion 
of  eight  hundred  a  year.  I  intend  this 
(hall  iflue  out  of  a  very  confiderablc 
cftate  I  have  lately  purchafcd  in  Dcrby- 
Ihire  •,  for,  though  I  am  originally  a 
Scotfman,  and  have  great  poffdrions^ 
there,  yet,  by  my- mother's  fide,  I  am 
allied  to  the  .  moft  eminent  families  in 
England. 

Then,  as  the  notion  of  pin  -  money 
ftill  reigns  among  the  poHte,  I  intend 
to  prcfent  you  with  the  additional  fum 
of  two-hundred  mofe  per  annum  :  for 
I  would  by  no  means  have  my  dearcfl 
love  imagine  or  juppofe,  ihat  the  nam^ 

of 
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't$  ik .  wifir  flfidl  be^.  the  leaft  roftndnt 
fiom  tfac  indulgeiice  of  ail:  thoie  diver- 
Bant  aod  amufements  .which  fhe  en- 
jajfed  wlulf  fls&  attraded  the  longing; 
jeyes ef  maakind,  when  imdarthe cft^ 
m^r-cC  ^jaodft  ^io«ming  nAidb 

^  appropriating  fuch  and  fiich  laiicfs^ 
and  catde,  interfperfed  through  my 
^ftates  in  Lincolnfhire,  StaffbrdfhireV 
ComwaH  and  Buckinghamfhire,  all 
which  I  intended  to  make  Raily  jumble 
together  upon  parchment  in  the  way  of 
tfcftlementy ''and-undcr  the  appearance 
^  a  lawyer,  for^and  towards^  her  folc 
^ft  and'Cbn^diienoe ;  when  fitt  gave  a 
♦cfj'  'confidcteibit  check*  to  iffy  pro- 
it^ings*  by*  CFying  ouf,  •  Lord!  mf 
^dfeac  Sir,  what  fhall  I  'do  with  thefe 
^hundreds  and  thoufands  you  fpeakof  ? 
^It  is  enough  for  me,  that  I  poflcft 
>  ^ur  love  and  a  decent  maintenance, 
.  ♦*jrithout> 'being  burdened  with  all  thefe 
?ioads.6f  goJd  you  mention.  Ihavfe 
•  '^*    .  /'  Jalways 
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always  hitherto  been  content  with  die 
modmle  annuity  of  one  hundred  and 
fifcf  powds^  and  hare  boafded  and 
bdged  for  chcfe  leren  years  in  die 
&jiie  worthy  family  I  live  now  wiiK 
where  I  hare  every  thing  heart  an 
wifii  Of  eye  defire^  wiih  the  ufc  of 
either  coadi  or  chariot  upon  occaGon  i 
fi)  what  gjear  need  can  I  ba?e  for  aU 
"hff?  ftnV"fr;t^  you  talk  of?  NOj 
no,  any  thing  will  content  me,  and, 
as   1   obkrved  before,    vcur  love  is 


I  was  fo  confounded  at  hearing  her 
tJik  cf  boarding  in  anothers  houfe,  as 
1  had  taken  it  for  granted,  the  whok 
h-d  been  her  own  property,  that  a 
cold  damp  fweat  bedewcxi  my  face  at  io 
unex^xdcd  a  diminution  of  my  for- 
tune -,  but  as  the  little  fhe  had  as  yet 
faid,  did  not  fufficiently  prove  what 
my  fears  fuggelled,  I  re-afiumed  my 
fpirits,  and  went  on  :  But  then,  Madam, 
what  fhall  we  do  with  the  thirty  thcur 

faiid 
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fand  pounds  ?  Do  you  think  I  can  be 
capable  of  afting  a  mean  part  by  a 
lady  whom  I  honour  fo  much,  and  who 
is  to  bring  me  fo  much  money  ?  Touch 
no  more  upon  that  ftring,  dear  Lady, 
I  do  befeech  you.  No,  no,  be  afTured 
the  matter  muft  not  be  as  you  fay,  for 
my  love  will  not  fufFer  it, 

*  What  thirty  thoufand  pounds.  Sir,' 
faid  (he   in   ftrange  confufion ,     ^  are 

*  you  fpeaking  of  ?  I  know  of  no  fuch 

*  fum,  unlefs  it  is  in  your  own  poffef- 
•non.*  . 

No,  Madam?  replied  I,  why,  the 
thirty  or  forty  thoufand  pounds  bank- 
ftock,  or  India  bonds  in  your  cabinet — 
what  elfe  do  you  think  I  could  mean  ? 
Do  you  imagine,  I  will  accept  of  fuch 
a  fum  without  an  equivalent  ?  forbid 
it  heavens !  and  ye  winged  inhabitants 
of  the  groves,  cherup  out  your  detcfta- 
tion,  in  the  moft  croaking  drains,  if  I 
am  coofenting  to  it.     No,  no,  Madam, 

I  am 


tULiftai 


nice  boiXMircol 
Bex!>  m  ihing.  Bui ; 
all  disi  ame  i  uri  k  ii 
ti  m  lucky  firokcoflm* 
It  ofes  cooies  in  with  i 
i  t  wd  I  UEI  icjofcol  to  ^ 
U  it  bt  good 
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*  ^rca    XT  imaginary  fortune,  and  I 

*  rrx:c  yccr  Trtll  ciiTciT.bled  love  •,  but 

*  I  rc-s-  i^d,  ^r^  arc  both  woefully  de- 

*  ctiT^ ;  KiT  lii  my  dcpeadaacc  con- 

*  ids   ui  1:1   sn&uiry  for  life  of  one 

*  i^;::%iTC  iod  fifty  pounds  per  annumi 

*  TT.—  -ciJiici  I  lodge  and  board  my- 

*  if  td  rry  fad^fafcction  in   the  family 

*  Tcc  li^  ire  in,    and  is  I  have  beca 

*  ij  keg  in   ih^  houi^,    am  indulged 

*  w^a   ihc  uk  cf  every  t4hing  as  it  it 
«  wt^  niv  own ;  but  now  theie  is  an.cnd 


L  jp  all  niy  fiatrcring  crcaais  of  Wi!^* 
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^andi  I  am  i&e  moftunha];^  wretch 
»^alive> 

Had  the  devil  appeared  before  my 
syes  at  this  jundure  upon  the  point  of 
I  broomftick,  or  upon  the  point  of  any 
thing  eHe,  or  immediate  annihilation^ 
in  the  form  of  a  death-warrant,  it  could 
not  have  imparted  more  (hocking  fen- 
fations  than  thefe  words  conveyed  thro* 
my  whole  vital  frame.  To  fee  an  end 
to  all  my  gay  profpeds  in  one  moment, 
was  a  moft  intolerable  ftroke ;  and  yet 
no  more  than  I  deferved  for  carrying 
matters  thus  far,  without  having  better 
grounds  for  my  hope,  than  what  my  anti- 
cipating fancy  had  fuggefted.  I  (lamped, 
raved,  and  fwore  alternately,  and  with 
a  horrible  vifage  demanded  to  know  in 
a  thundering  tone,  what  bu(iners  (he 
had  to  ride  in  a  chariot  to  deceive 
young  fellows  with  an  out(ide  glare  of 
pomp,  when  (he  very  well  knew  (he  had 
not fu(£Giency  to fuppor t  it ?  ^idadded, 

•.>that 
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1  lad  bexn  fome  fcorcsef  pQiuiub 
by  thb  ex|^it,  I  pofitaW' 
to  be  rC'imbixdcd. 


*  Afld  «bo  flian  ic-imburic  mc»*  ^ 
e  ia  m  umatptxt  of  temrs,  '  who  Ikall 
me  fix'  my  precious  boacWp 
a  ficzificc  tiD  the  vfllaiiy  q(  be' 


^  • 


32  i::  L-'-r^.:.  I  U'a-  ic  was  no:  only 
nciT^  c-i  righlv  ungenerous  to  treat 
iiT  ■cc-i:jl:;  ib  i  lax  more  one  whom  I 
^ii  xlrriiy  to  grofsly  deceived :  fo  I 
rri::  r^iCrcsd  to  put  the  heft  face  upon 
tie  ri-Etcrr  pofiible,  ard  coiTie  off"  as 
^hlI  2s  I  could.  With  this  intent  I 
r-irrifi  rov^xrds  her,  aiid  with  a  iiriiling 
cccr:::irMTvy  to3d  her,  we  had  iufficieni- 
:r  rcrnr^i  each  c:her  ;  that  I  had  fe: 
cc  rjcc  triis  airercarion  on  purpoie  to 
Kr-iTki  the  depth  of  her  love,  which  I 
arw  Wis  Uusned  muft  be  very  great, 

fince 
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fince  (he  had  not  refented  what  would 
have  been  a  temptation  for  any  other 
woman  to  revenge  to  the  uttermoft ; 
and,  in  a  word,  I  plyed  my  part  fo  well, 
that,  by  the  influence  of  a  few  kifles, 
I  fet  all  to  rights  again ;  and  by  the  time 
•that  dinner  came  upon  the  table,  we  had 
reduced  ourfelvcs  to  a  tolerable  com- 
•pofure. 

All  this  interval  I  was  debating  within 
tny  mind,  whether,  as  matters  were  cir- 
cumftanced,  I  had  not  even  better  put 
up  with  the  old  lady,  rather  than  let 
the  afiuir  drop  and  produce  nothing. 
I  confidered,  her  annuity  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  would  fupport 
me  decently ;  and,  as  I  had  been  fo  fruit- 
lefely  engaged  in  the  purfuit  of  a  pub- 
lic office,  fuppofe  I  fhould  look  upon 
her  in  the  light  of  a  private  office,  and 
her  income  as  my  falary  ?  where  was 
the  mighty  difference  ?  Had  not  I  bet- 
ter have  the  command  of  a  good  fo- 

ciahlc 


boyn  in  ik 

apbceof  tk 

t  m>  pK  ly  mxik  a  Eiiflteg 

m  ife  lofc  of  few 

bnii,  ind  liof- 

t!  ^iipcnd  I  m  m;^, 

iniJ-  r  re  rn^  rxl  to  an  old  woman's 
-. — ^:  ^-x  i^>^  i"  :r*jf;^  ?  Hci-^m  forcfciid! 
3i-  "■'rs.  z  vii  nr  iroci  in-.poirbie,  con- 
iu^^  ITT  zxr.ri  cxnpkxion,  bu:  I 
rr^^^  ircre  h^tj;  cc  ociicr  be  in  love  in 
^^M  t-stzslI^  zc  iiiTT  m  oppominiry 
::^  rr-ii-i  37  r^T-jJi  :z  1  pksjZugnufl- 
ler ,  i3C  iiui^  :"jci  2,  ihJnbling  block 
r.'  re  21  -n^  -SIT,  wocl,:  fct  me  mid; 
jj  I  rrsi  rs-c^T^^  to  keer?  her  in  iDinis 
:^  I  ^'cc  j:<ir  £iirfT    icKDe,  iiui  never 


Fa] 


Full  of  this  thought,  I  kept  up  my 
good  humour  as-hi^  ns  poflfible;  and 
paying  for  the  dinner,  which  I  rcfolve4 
Ihould  foe  the  laft  in  her  company,  t 
landed  her  into  the  chaife ;  and,  pre- 
tending to  have  dropped  the  licence  out 
of  my  pocket,  carried  her  fafe  to  Lon« 
jdon,  where  I  took  my  leave  of  her  very 
lovingly,  after  having  promifed  to  call 
early  the  next  morning  in  order  to  ftil- 
£1  my  promife  of  marriage. 


CHAP. 


js      fht  X^  g9d  Advadara 


I 


CHAP-     V. 

m  a  uanfpoft  of  ragp»  and 
mf  ill  ibccds  to  Rai- 
If, —  He  »  faidj  TCxcd  at  the  dif- 
gp^r^^meflt^    lad  exhibits  an  in- 


ftiLsc:  ot  l^  Irifli  fidelity  by  de- 
csrxiag  w^  ooc  hcmdred  pminds  of 
^T  DQOCT.  —  I  men  my  dd  dub- 
a^K  AurfOap  iocl  refotvr  to  cum- 
3K2cr  2sdK)r.  —  He  introduces  mc 
r:  ir.  i3t:r:::lj  cf  the  brotherhood  in 
rre  -rc-ii-rr  cf  Lmcolr/s-inn  fields.— 
A  -tr^*^  dc every  :s  rrade  by  one 
^'f  r^  neczixrs,  which  lays  die  ibun- 
,:.:-:o:  r:r  i  rjrio^is  pamphler.— The 
^rcrriJi'.e  cr  i  ica  viiiculled  ucon  a 

— -»^    ~r- -Nj-  "^ ^;e . 

ALL  i::^  w-aT  going  home  I  wis  ex- 
c:;lL  .-^  >-  ciagru:«^i  at  the  choughc 
^^^:.  i-~trr  L^  :>je  tiT>e  Q,nd  expencc 
%  *.ci  "-ic  arreiivied  this  pro|ecr»  and 
c'!c  :L-.r^i2C  icccs  I  had  cucertained  ot 

making 
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making  my  fortune  thereby,  the  afFaiif 
fliould  come  to  nothing  at  laft. 

I  had  haixlly  entered  within  doors, 
before  Raily,  full  of  the  pkafing  hopes 
of  hearing  that  our  marriage  was  over  by 
this  time,  and  the  fum  and  extent  of 
her  fortune,  addrefled  me  with,  '  Well, 

*  Sir  Hamilton,    how  d*ye   like  your 

*  purchafe  ?     Don't    you   think  your 

*  brid^  a  match  for  you  at   the  old 

*  game  ?  Yes,  yes,  I  warrant  her  ;  let 
*'  her  alone  for  that.     Well !  and  was 

*  fhe  not  vaftly  low-fpirited  the  whole 
«  day,  and  continually  wifliing  for  the* 
« other  ftroke  from  your  eleftric  ma- 

*  chine !    But,  fair  and  eafy  now,  boy  ?' 

*  She  moft  experience  in  her  turn  a 

*  littk  fluAuation  of  fortune,  and  ftudy 

*  times  and  feafons,  d'ye  fee.  Well, 
^  you  remember  our  agreement,  ten  per 

*  cent  you  know  —  not  a  doit  too  much 
^  for  the  cares  and  pains,  the  anxious 
*^ays  and  fleeplefs  nights  I  have  had 
«  on  this  occafion.  —  Let  me  fee^—  ay. 

Vol.  III.  E  f  thirty 
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*ihiftf  ttKmfand  peunds,    at  teii  per 

*  cent,    make  juft  three   thou&nd  lo 

*  your  very  humble  fervant. — Well,  if 

*  1  don\  upon  the  ftrcngth  of  fuch  i 
*ipottoin ' 

He  was  going  on  at  a  molcnt  nw 
m  appropriating  fuch  and  fuch  fums 
e(  this  imaginary  acquifidon^  to  their 
jcveraJ  ufeSj  when  I  thought  proper  to 

p  j:  a  ftop  to  his  career  a  little,  by  ob- 
:i:v:r.g  we  were -not  married. 

At  this  unwelcome  tidings  he  ftarted 
back  in  manifeft  confufion  j  and  ftaring 
K:e  in  the  face,  exclaimed  with  great 
earr*ei'!:r".ers,    *  Not  married  !  d'ye  fay  ? 

*  &iC  devil  you  an'c !  '  Then,  after  a 
L:tle  paufe,  ^  Well,  but  —  what  — you 

*  have  put  it  off  till  to-morrow  then, 
'  have  you  r '  I  replied,  I  was  fo  far 
from  having  any  intention  of  marrying 
l\er  to-morrow,  that  I  fhould  give  my- 
felf  no  tarther  trouble  about  the  mat- 
ter, as  Ihe  was  an  impoftor,  and  had 
no  fortune.  ^ 

•A 
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cry  likely  ftory  this,  indeed/ 
le,  *  to  tell  me  a  cockT  and  a 
Dry,  about  an  impoftor,  and 
ot,  when  I  faw  her  but  ycfter- 
her  chariot  and  bays,  and  a 
otman  behind  !  So,  now  you 
tought  matters  to  a  crifis,  you 
:o  fob  me  off  with  fome  fuch 
\  five  hundred  pieces,  whereas 
nake  it  appear,  Jook  ye,  that 
iginal  agreement  was  ten  per 
>r  the  whole  tote/ 

d  not  help  laughing  at  this  ex- 
iry  inftance  of  his  modefty,  and 
n  a  detail  of  the  whole  parti- 
at  which  he  was  loft  in  amaze- 
but  after  a  little  recolledtion, 
I  to  marry  her  himfelf,  by  way 
ige,  and  difpofe  of  her  annuity 
J  ftock- broker  at  feven  years 
?,  which,  fays  he,  will  be  a  pret- 
1  of  money  in  my  pocket. 

E  2  This 
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This  Uiigencraus  pmpofai   thockcd 
inc*     I  a<k«i  him^  if  he.  would  make 
no  fcnipJc  to  niin  an  innocent  woman 
by  leaving  her  a  prey  to  mdigcnoe  and  | 
want,  while  he  rioted  away  her  fortune  ' 
m  a  brothel,  or  a  gaming-table  ?  *  Not*  I 
^  as  Ibe  has  prated  an  impoftor-j'  replioi-  j 
he  quite  ferioufiy ;  *  hang  all  impoftors, 
*  fay  I,  I  hate  them  as  I  hate  the  devil.* 
Then,  fays  I,   I  am  afraid  you  and  I 
inuft  be  ranked  among  that  number  : 
for,  what  elfe  are  we  ourfelves  but  the 
jr.oll  egregious  of  impoftors  ? 


But  this  was  fo  far  from  having  any 
cfilci:  on  my  modeft  companion,  that 
he  Hill  infiited  upon  converting  the  old 
wo.T.an  into  a  thoufand  pounds  *,  ob- 
fer\'ing,  that  there  was  a  deal  of  diffe- 
rence between  a  young  fellow^  making 
his  fortune  by  an  honourable  ftroke  ot 
iinellc,  and  an  old  woman  deceiving  a 
man  iuto  a  marriage,  with  no  other 
view  than  to  indulge  the  moft  bafe  and 
groveling  appetite. 

Let 
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Let  dmt  be  as  it  would,  I  could  not 
think  of  conniving  at  fo  barbarous  an 
-adtiony  even  had  the  annuity  been  trans^ 
ferable  att  the  bank,  which  was  a  dr- 
tiimftance  that  I  was  bj  no  means  af- 
iurcdof^  andaflcedhimwhatwelhould 
do  with  our  ready  fumifiied  houfe,  hint- 
ing, that  very  probably,  when  once  fbe 
x:ame  to  find  I  had  deceived  her,  fhe 
would  make  a]^lication  to  her  ghoftly 
direAor,  and  endeavour  to  profepite  nle 
for  a  rape.  In  confequence  of  this 
fiiggeftion,  I  paid  off  my  arrears  of 
rent,  delivered  the  keys  of  my  new  ap- 
partments  to  the  owner,  and  remov- 
ed direftly  to  my  dd  lodgii^  in  the 
Temple. 

But  I  had  not  been  here  three  dajn, 
before  my  faithful  friend  Raily,  whofe 
head  was  continually  plotting  foitie  new 
(cheme,  finding  this  lafl  adventure  had 
difcouraged  me  from  any  farther  irt- 
tempts  of  the  like  nature,  took  the  op- 
portunity of  my  fending  him  to  my 
£  3  bankers 
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bankers  in  Lx)mbard-ftrcct  to  go  off 
v/ith  his  truft,  amounting  to  one  hun- 
dred pounds  ;  but,  by  way  of  fatisfac- 
tion  foe  this  friendly  incroachment  upon 
isy  fubftance,  he  thought  proper  to 
fend  me  a  line,  with  a  requeft  to  make 
myfelf  as  eafy  as  poflSble ;  for  that,  now 
he  was  mafter  of  a  little  ca(h,  he  was 
in  hopes  to  give  me  a.  fatisfa£tory  ac- 
count of  my  money  in  a  fhort  time, 
having  a  defign.  in  his  head  to  take  a 
fmali  cruife  in  the  latitude  of  a  publi- 
can's fat  widow,  who  was  reckoned 
worth  ten  thoufand  pounds. 

Unfatisfaftory'as  this  confolationwas, 
I  was  neverthelefs  forced  to  put  up  with 
it  for  want  of  a  better ;  but  firmly  rc- 
folving,  that  if  kind  chance  once  more 
ihould  throw  me  in  his  way,  I  would 
do  all  in  my  power  to  facilitate  his 
progrefs  to  Tyburn,  as  a  recompence  for 
his  complicated  villanies. 

Finding 
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Finding  my  fortune  reduced  confi- 
derably  by  this  unexpected  blow,  I  re- 
folved  to    curtail   aJl    fuperfluous  ex- 
pences,  and,-  as  I  faw  no  other  method 
at  prefent,  even  to  turn  my  thoughts  to 
authorizing,   and  endeavour  to  oblige 
fomc  leading  men  to  furnifli  me  with  2 
handfome  provlfion,  under  pain  of  be- 
ing feverely  lafbed  from  the  overflow- 
ing gaul  of  my  pen  ;    and  having  the 
eorrupmefs  of  the  then  adminiftration 
brought  upon  the  tapis  by  a  weekly 
efTay,  which  I  intended  to  ufher  into^ 
the  world,  under  the  title  and  denomi- 
nation of  "The  Speculift,"' 

There  are  your  monitors,  your  he- 
faids,  your  tefts,  your  contefts,  centi- 
nels,  and  crab-trees,  faid  I  -,  and  pray, 
why  mayn't  a  modcft  fpeculift  enter 
the  lifb  alfo,  to  laih  the  follies  of  the 
age,  and,  by  introducing  a  frelh  bur- 
den upon  the  coflfee-houfes,  increafe  the 
income  of  the  revenue  with  an  addi- 
lional  tax  of  a  new  paper  ? 

E  4  But, 
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Butt  ^^  I  miglit  the  better  qualiff 
myfclf  for  this  new  adopted  fcheme,  I 
frequented  a  coifee-houfe  not  far  from 
Lincoln's 'inn -fields,  where  a  num- 
ber of  politicians,  auihofs^  and  ncws^ 
writers,  adjourned  every  evenings  in  { 
m  order  to  difcufs  the  tranfactions  <rf 
the  diiy,  and  hand  them  again  to  ite 
world  under  a  new  form. 

I  had  not  ufed  this  place  long,  be- 
fore I  was  very  agreeably  furprized  to 
ice  my  old  club-mate  the  poet,  whom 
r  have  formerly  mentioned,  and  more 
fo,  when  I  found  he  was  fo  confiderablc 
a  member  of  the  fraternity.      I  now 
thought  this  a  proper  fcafon  to  opea 
my  mind,  and  gave  him  to  underftand, 
that,  having  fome  thoughts  to  amufe 
the  world  with  my  writings,    I  fliould 
be  glad  to  be  acquainted  with  fome  of 
his  learned  friends,  the  better  to  enable 
me  to  go  on  with  fuccefs.      He  was 
tranfported  at  this  my  refolution,  which 
he  did  not  fail  to  attribute   in  fome 

meafurc 


rnealilrti  to  Ihc  infight  1  had  fea^d 
fmm  himfelf  the  lift  rime  t  waij  ift  Ws 
company,  and  |>topdfed  to  introdiieifc 
me  inCD'  a  prfvatt  ctab  of  genius'^ 
above  ft^in,  who  ttiet  tfirice  a  w^ek» 
to  communicate  any  htf^  and  curious 
difcoyeries,  that  etch  hdd  imbibed  dur- 
ing his  abfence,  in  the  Wiy  of  literature* 

I  was  very  much  plclfed  at  this  op- 
portunity to  commence  an  intimacy 
with  a  fet  of  men  of  whom  I  hoped  to 
reap  confiderablc  advantage  in  regard 
to  my  new  intended  fcheme,  and  took 
an  occalion  to  enquire  after  the  fuccefs 
of  his  late  pamphlet,^  and  whether  he 
had  reaped  the  benefits  arifing  from  hH 
pompous  title-page  ?  At  this  queftiort 
lie  ihook  his  head,  and  obferved)  that 
ke  had  adually  compleaced  the  whole 
workt  and  pre^^nted  the  manufcrfpt  to  a 
very  eminent  ftatefman  for  his  perufal, 
but,  inftead  of  being  complimented 
with  a  handibme  falary  for  liikf  he  was 
kicked  out  of  doors  by  the  minifter's 
•  E  5  foot- 
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footmen,  and  threatened  with  a  ftraw-' 
room  in  Bedlam  if  ever  he  pvefumed 
to  addrefs  his  kHxllhip  with  any  nxn 
of  his  lunatick  eflays ;  *  and  all  this,  my 

*  dear  friend,*  continued  he,  ^  only  be- 
^  caufe  my  extraordinary  nuxiefty  would 
« not  let  me  taife  my  demands  any 
^  higher  than  a  place  in  the  government 
«  of  a  paultry  five  hundred  a  year ; 
^  tho*  I  afterwards  found  out,  that  the 

*  poor  gentleman  was  remarkabfeforan 

*  extreme  dull  comprchenfion,  and  fub- 
^  jcftcd  tothc  violent  attacks  of  a  pcrio- 

*  dical  frenzy/ 

I  could  not  help  laughing  at  thi^ 
lingular  narration,  and  condoled  with 
him  very  much  on  fo  fhocking  a  difap- 
pointment ;  but  he  let  me  know,  I  was 
much  in  the  wrong  to  imagine  a  man 
of  his  folidity  could  be  (hocked  at  fuch 
a  trifle,  and  obferved  he  had  ftill  ano« 
ther  rcfource,  which  I  fhould  be  ac- 
quainted with  in  due  feafon. 

I  lit 
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He  informed  me,  that  the  club  he 
intended  to  introduce  me  to  was  a  fo- 
ricty  of  very  learned  men,  remarkable 
for  their  fingular  turn  of  fancy^  and 
nealted  fentiments ;  that  they  employed 
the  evenings  in  fearching  out  every 
hing  curious  in  the  daily  papers,  and 
jiftufling  our  various  tranfaftions  both 
It  home  and  abroad  with' impartiality; 
if  hereby  they  were  enabled  every  now  and 
:hen  to  alarm-  the  populace  with  the  in- 
lertion  of  a  feafonable paragraph,  or.  ther 
publication  of  a  well  concerted  pampbletj 
md  with  the  da(h  of  a  pen  convince  the 
meaneft  capacity  of  the  tottering  (itua- 
tion  of  thefe  reafms;  under  the  influence' 
[>f  a  mat  adminiftration  $  which  they 
prcrc  the  better  qualified  to  do,  as  they^ 
bad  correfpondents  in  feveral  quarters 
of  the  town,  fuch  as  Grubftreet,  St. 
Giks'Sy  and  the  Flcet-prifom 

I  was  juft  going  to  objedt  to  the- 
Importance  of  this  intelligence  by  ob*- 
brving,  that  there  was  no. great  likeli-^ 

hood. 
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hood  that  perlbns  in  fuch  a  mean  con* 
dition,  or  confined  in  jaik,  could  be 
reafonably  expeded  to  underftand  tho* 
roughly  our  conneflions  on  the  conti- 
nent, or  the  tranfaftions  of  our  miniftry 
at  home,  when  feveral  of  the  memben 
entered,  and  I  was  obliged  to  defift  for 
that  time,  in  order  tQ  take  my  leat 
among  the  elders. 

Upon  my  friend  the  poet's  informa- 
tion that  I  was  a  young  gentleman  of 
^reat  parts,  who  had  a  defire  to  be 
^litiated  a  member  of  the  fociety,  I 
was  received  with  extraordinary  refpcA, 
and  had  great  reafon  to  believe,  they 
were  not  a  litde  proud  of  their  new 
aflbciate. 

We  had  not  been  long  feated,  before 
one  of  the  brethren  tookoccafion  toob- 
ierve,  that  the  ifland  of  Minorca  was  a 
terrible  blow  to  our  trade  in  general,  as 
the  enemy  would  not  fail  to  improve 
that  advantage  to  the  uitcrmoft  by  em- 
ploying 
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ploying  their  whole  power  to  diftrefif 
our  merchantmen  by  privateering. 

•  Ay,  Sir/  replied  another,  *  we  may 
<  thank  ourfelves  for  the  lofs  of  that 
^  important  fortrefs  :  but,  howfbever,  I 

*  am  glad  to  find  the  nation  has  at  laft' 
^  roufed  itfelf,  and,  by  a  difplay  of  the 
^  Britifh  lion,  given  evident  proofs  what 

*  old  England  can  do,  when  it  finds  it- 

*  fidf  infringed   upon,    not  only    by 

*  pubfic,  but  alfo  private  undermining 

*  enemies.* 

*  And  fo  you  fancy  that  a  certain 
^  perfonage  fufiered  death  upon  that  ac« 

*  count  ? '  cried  a  grim  fellow,  with  a 
▼cry  farcaftic  fneer  upon  his  counte- 
nance. *  Undoubtedly,  Sir,'  retorted 
the  firft  fpeaker,   ^  the  law  was  put  in 

*  force  to  the  uttermoft  in  that  article, 

*  1  can  affure  you  5  which  was  the  in- 

*  ftance  I  mentioned,  that  Great  Britain 

*  is  not  to  be  impofed  upon,  when  the 

*  lafety  of  the  kingdom  is  concerned. 


^       Tki  Ufg  msi  AJhemturis 
^Icc  file  defiocKiimci  be  of  evcrlbliJ^ 


*  Did  ymi  wrr  fee  tbc  tragedy  d 
^  laag  RkbifiJ  the  third  aStd  at  ssf^ 
^*  rf  Ac  ciKanci»'   iT^otned  Ac  odifft 
mc  to  that.*    *  Very  ofen,  Sir,^ 
fais  anf^gmift  i  '  but  what  of 


ft  ^^5»       ;    4r-f4    -r-^ 


.     HJ        .1.     , 


*  tuc  Jfnttiiuons  therein  exhibited  were 

*  Dot  mlly   in   themfelves   incorporeal 

*  iir,  Irjt  pure  fiefti  and  blood  : '  conn- 
ciird  the  quenlr.  '  Certainly,  Sir,* 
anlVerKi  the  firft  fpeakcr,  *  it  was  only 

*  a  dexterous  managemcntof  the  aftors^ 

*  bet  I  uv,  what  of  all  this  :  * 


*  Fair  and  foftly.  Sir,'  returned  the 
orficr,  ^  give  roe  leave  to  afk  you  ano- 

*  ther  lerious  quellion  :  Did  you  never 
'  take  notice  with  what  fwiitnels  the 
•^ghdis  made  their  appearance,  and 
*that  it  was  all  bv  the  mediation  of  a 

*  trap-door  on  the  ftage  ?  *      *  I  have 

*  ken  all  this^'    replied    his  antagonift, 
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^but  am  really  at  a  lols  to  compsehend 
^•^your  meaning  J 

'  Why  then,  in  the  name  of  God;^ 
Tccumed  this  fly  interrogator,  *  what 
^  might  hinder  the  friends  of  the  faid 
^  perfonage  ta  make  ufe  of  the  like  flra- 

*  tagem,    and,  by  a  neat  contrivance, 

*  fupply  the  place  of  the  criminal,  by  a 
f  mechanical  machine  ? '' 

At  this  remarkable  interrogation  j  the 
whole  audience  was  (truck  dumb  with 
a  panic  fear;  which  the  difcerning  mem^ 
bar  obfcrving,  proceeded  thus  :  *  Yes, 
*- my  friends,  brains  will  be  brains  all  the 
*- world  over,  let  whatever  endeavours 

*  be  ufed  by  cunning  politicians  to  fay 

*  otherwife.  The  perfon,  whom  people 
^fbolifhly  imagine  has  Jong  ago  fallen 

*  a  facrifice  to  the  rcfentment  of  out 
^injured  country,  is  now.  alive  and  ac« 
^  tually.  at  this  junfture  in  Holland; 
*^Thc  authority  I  Ihall  produce.  wilJ 
^convince  you  of  the  truth  of  what  } 

t  fay. 
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m  pHbn,   mhg^  Cod  W  fioi  i 
of  Ut,  who  mid  him  (or  a  c9* 

he  vcfy  obyed  in  qiieftios, 
de  vri  Jd^,  Isid  otit  of  the  picbt- 
H  «  fWroctfliaoc,  awfcr  tk  cai- 
err  cf  1  Brinfti  tsr/ 


A:  :r:is  connr.cing  proof,  a  hollow 
c-c-j:  tciori  mind  the  beard,  the  epi- 
r^r3  zi '  peer  Engiand '  wnrtched coun- 

•  rr '    izfinsirrd  people  !   anu  ticiuded 

*  rjnci!;  ■  '  were  beliowed  out  in  fighi 
cf  13- ^it  wx>e  ;  and  L^e  rhanks  of  die 
^icie  xxiKy  were  xmirediarf  .'y  iavifted 
iccc  is  diierning  poHrxian,  whik  it 
w*j  crrrrtiiiy  agreed,  tba.  a  pamphlet 
fxcjti  ixmediaiehr  be  pubiiihed  with 
aLi  exp^i^tio^^   entided  *  Roguery  ck- 

*  seed  ;  or,  Tbe  loft  ftate  of  Great 

•  Bn:aaj  ceiineiKd    In  a  private  kmt 

The 
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The  difcovery  of  fuch  a  wonderful 
iecret  had  like  to  have  difconcerted 
them  all  from  any  farther  bufinefs  for 
that  nighty  had  not  the  poet  arouled 
cheir  attention  by  the  following  quef^ 
don  :    ^  Don't  you  think,    my  dear 

*  friends,  that  this  wretched  nation  al- 

*  ways  has,    and  ever  will  be  encum- 
^  bered  with  a  moft  enormous  national 

*  debt,  in  every  now  and  then  defraying 
^  the  cxpences  of  foreign  and  mercena- 

*  ry  auxiliaries  ;  and  that,  if  fome  ex- 

*  pedient  is  not  found  out  to  remove 

*  this  inconvenience,  our  pollerity  \nll 

*  be  ruined  ? ' 

They  all  agreed,  that  this  was  a  very 
juft  remark,  but  that  no  vifible  way 
had  as  yet  been  found  to  prevent  the 
Bialady.  *  Nor  never  will,*  cried  the 
poet  with  his  whole  vifage  diftorced, 

*  nor  never  will.     Our  great  ones  arc 
'  only  employed  in  feathering  their  owa 

*  ncfts,  at  the  expence  of  every  other 

*  coo(ideration«    One  of  our  prime  mi« 

^  nillers 
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He  d:rn  obierved,  with  ?.  Icok  that 
cxcee-cs  cex-ripdoiu  that  il"  the  legiila- 
r-^  ^oulc  in  the  next  IciT.ons  of  par- 
Lir-jtr:  pjbLlh  an  eciw^:,  orlring  a  re- 
wiri  CI  foiTT  Qrllirgs  to  tvt:ry  woman, 
m:>e:>-cr  niarned  or  unmarried,  upon 
lije  hlr:i  or"  a  maJe  child,  and  the  lik:r 
fan  cf  forty  fhiliings  at  the  end  ot 
r»^Tc  moDths,    provided  the  boy  be 

then 
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then  living ;  it  would  not  only  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  years  furnifh  our  navy 
and  army  with  an  incredible  number 
of  able  young  men,  but  alfo  be  a  means  of 
preventing  the  many  horrid  murders  jthat 
unnatural  mothers  commit  upon  their 
helplefs  offspring,  from  an  apprehenfion 
of  the  infamy  that  attends  deteftion. 
Whereas,  if  fimple  fornication  Ihould 
pafs  without  cenfure,  and  become  a 
fundamental  fupportof  the  conftitutiori, 
we  fhould  find  our  young  men  exert 
thctnfelves  with  becoming  vigour;  while 
our  virgins  would  take  care  to  mani- 
fcft  their  obedience  to  the  edift,  by  a 
proper  application  to  the  duties  of  their 
calling,  and  give  evident  tokens  that 
they  were  very  far  from  being  ufelefs 
members  of  the  community. 

This  fagacious  obfervation  had  fo  great 
•an  cfiedb  on  the  audience,  that  it  was 
immediately  agreed  to  ufher  a  pamphlet 
into  the  world  with  the  utmoftexpeditwn, 
^titled  ^  Joyful  tidings  to  both  fexes ;  or, 

*  The 
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^  The  neceffity  of  fbniicatioa  tfi^hycd. 
^In  a  Idter  to  ^3^  ng^  hoiMwablr 

*  -— and  — : 

Ttu»  important  point  btiog  fettled, 
to  the  no  fmall  jojr  of  tke  comoMifiity, 
a  long  meagK  fiellow^widli  three-fourths 
of  his  face  befinfared  "mth  fnufiv  ftartcd 
vp,  and  defired  the  cooopany  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  fufpend  their  con- 
cern of  public  affairs  6yr  a  few  minutes,, 
in  order  to  dikufs  a  point  of  natortl 
pbilofophy  which  be  was  about  tococn* 
municate,  and  iiad  engaged  his  attea^ 
xionfor  fometinse. 

*  Yoo  muft  underffand,  GentfemcD/ 
£iid  he,  ^  that  it  is  my  mbfbrtune,  or 

*  rather  a  trial  upon  my  patience,  M 

*  to  be  overburdened   with   what  the 

*  generality  of  mankind  diflanguifh  bf 
^  the  appellation  of  the  good  things  of 

*  this  world  \  but  as^  this  is  no  XBfxt 
^  dian  a  perfenal  inconvenience,  iod 
^wbat  thoufaads  ti  worthy  men  vt 

^  fubjeft 


^Hamilton  MifiiiiAY*      pj 

*  Yutgcd:  to  befides  tnyfclf,  I  am  enabled 
^  CO  bear  the  frowns  of  fortune  with 
^  becoming  fortitude.  In  coniequence 
^  of  this  inortia  bonorum,  I  am  con- 
^  ftrained  to  put  up  with  a  paultry  room 
^  up  three  pair  of  ftairs,  not  far  from 
^  the  neighbourhood  of  the  king's  Mews, 
■  and  it  has  been  my  lot  ever  fince  my 

*  refidence  there  to  be  peftered  mod  con- 

•  fbundedly  with  legions  of  fleas.  At 
•'firft  I  madecxtremc  deraftation  among 

•  thefe  ufurpcrs  of  my  territories,  by 
*^  carrying  fire  and  fword  into  their 
*camp;  but  of  late  I  have  begun  to 
••  call  the  legality  of  this  proceeding  in 
*^queftion,    as  they  are  certainly  not 

*  only  the  prior  inhabitants  of  the  man- 

•  fion,  but  alfo  creatures  contained  in 
*that  vaft  chain  of  beings,  which  gra- 

*  dually  dcfcend  from   infinite  pcrfec- 

•  tion  to  abfolute  nothing,  and  confc- 
^  quently  their  lives  of  the  utmoft  im- 

*  portance  in  the  fyftem  of  nature,  tho* 
^  our  (hallow  intellefts  cannot  reach  it. 

•  What  induced  me  alfo  to  this  aft  of 

*for- 
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is  tD&rther  injuring  tkn 

*  m  tkeir  Incs  and  propeitics,  itfuta 
kI^rh  t^if  dioughu  ihar  cerraialy  m 

wife  Bdf^  would  never  all 
into  cxiftencc,  howcrer 
dcy  Q5ay  tppcar  to  our  finiK 
wxtfaooc  fomc  gTta[  cod 
Now  this  kads  mc  to  ihe 
« poHK  m  qocftiocL  Asick  bcoomei 
^  fafv^  efcn  to  a  pfovtrb,  that  roaa; 

*  ots  laifiT  mmds ;  how  do  we  knot 

*  ic:  the  dodrinc  of  Pythagons^  in 

*  TTprd  vo  the  tranlm^^ritior  ^-i  (buls, 

*  n^j  hire  mofc  in  u  iha:i  mult  ptoplc 
*ix;^iDe  :  Is  ir  not  monftrous,  horrid, 
*x3d  abfiird,   to  imagine,    thac  e  od 

*  wodfi  endue  minkind  with  au  tfcc 
*i^i,DCs  ot  humiji  nature,  furniiblum 

*  »-ih  piflions,  that  reqojir  tk  ^oft 

*  22cr  irguUtion   to  keep  under,   iiid 

*  riicD  dtmn  him  !o  ecemil  panjflinxnts 

*  icr  ihc  commiiEon  of  aaions  which 

*  he  miT  be  liable  to  fjU  ini.\  frcx  a 

*  ihociand  Tirious  cauics  ?   I  am  ntfi^r 

*  dC  t^Jtfiion,  ch^  the  fouls  or  mm  ^* 
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*  *ter  death  pafs  into  beings  of  a  fuperior 
^  or  inferior  order,  according  to  their 

*  behaviour  in  regard  to  the  pra6tice  of 

*  virtue  in  this  life,  till  after  a  long  fuc- 
'  ceilion  of  changes,  during  which  the 

*  pollution  of  their  former  crimes  gra- 

*  dually  parfs  away,  and  they  are,  by 

*  their  fufierings,  through  a  flroke  of 
^  infinite  wifdom,  made  conducive  to 
^  univerfal  happinefs,  they  at  lead  be- 
^>come  purified  to.aft  in  more  exalted 

*  ftations,  and  fupply  the  place  of  be- 
*-ings,  continually  afcending  in  a  per- 
^petual  gradation.' 

I  could  no  longer  endure  this  way  of 
arguing,  which  I  obferved  was  (Iriking 
at  the  roots  of  the  chriftian  religion, 
and)  by  depriving  the  gofpel  of  its  moft 
perfuafive  terrors,  was  a  means  to  in- 
duce mankind  to  indulge  in  adbions 
nhich  nothing  but  the  fears  of  a  never 
ending  eternity  could  rcftrain  them 
from,  and  infifted  that  his  oration  was 
both  wicked  and  abfurd.    But  I  might 

have 


^6      ne  Lift  and  Adventures 

have  imved  myfdf  diifl  trouble  i  for 
the  curioftty  of  the  company  was  too 
earneftly  engaged  to  let  the  matter  drop 
here,  and  he  waa  ordered  to  proceed. 

He  then  lugged  out  an  old  iron  fnuff- 
boxy  from  whence  having  extradted  a 
monftrous  over-groan  flea^  and  holding 
it  out  between  his  finger  and  thumb 
to  the  company,  he  proceeded  thus: 

*  Who  knows.  Gentlemen,  but  in  this 

*  little  trifling  infignificant  trunk  may 

*  be  contained  the  foul  of  the  great  A- 
^  lexander  ?    That  barbarous  adion  of 

*  butchering  the  faithful  Clytus  in  a 
^  debauch,  was  a  crime  that  defervtd 
^  many  agesof  punilhment;  and  perhaps 

*  he  was  fweating  out  his  way  to  com- 

*  ing  happinefs  in  the  chara^er  of  a 
^  flea,  and  doing  penance  for  his  many 

*  complicated  crimes,    by  being   half 

*  fmochcred  under  the  bedding  of  my 

*  garret,  when  I  was  an  inftrument  to 

*  releafe  him  from  captivity,  and  open  a 
!  free  paffagc  to.  a  new  changp.  Or  pcr- 

*haps 
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*Jiaps  it  may  be  the  rcfidence  of  the 

*  divine  Plato,  who  is  obliged  to  under- 

*  go  this  mortification    as  an   attonc^. 

*  inent  for  hpman  frailties.* 

Here  one  of  the  members  obfcrved, 
that  it  was  not  likely  to  be  the  earthly 
tabernacle  of  the  godlike  Plato,  as,  wera 
^e  in  a  ftate  of  purgation,  the  turtle- 
dove would  bave  been  the  propereft 
manfion  for  a  foul  fo  pure  -,  ^nd  far-. 
thcr,  that  there  was  greater  reafon  to 
believe,  that  it  might  be  the  habita- 
tion of  our  own  king  Richard  the  Third, 
who,  having  been  born  with  large  teeth, 
»nd  al^rays  inclinable  to  bite  mankind 
while  in  his  proper  charafter,  might 
reafonaUy  be  fuppofed  to  aflume  a 
ftation  that  feemed  moft  convenient  to 
exercife  his  grinders,  and  indulge  hi$ 
voracious  appetite  ;  and  confequently, 
Yijiat  creature  more  applicable  than  a 
flea,  who,  in  its  very  nature,  was  a  moft 
outragious  blood- fucker  ? 

VoL-IU.  F  This 


i 

•> 


.; 
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This  kft  reafoning  appearec 

able  to  truth,  chat  it  was  nn\ 

rcJblved  the  flea  in  queffion 

1^0  other  than  the  mdividuai 

which  ihcy  were  the  rather  in 

belici'e,  as  it  was  the  krgeft  ol 

that  ever  any  in  the  compan 

foem beted  to  have  beheld  in  1 

ccnrie  of  their  iives.     After  e 

had   furveyed   this  animal,   a 

proper    rcflcdions   on   what   ] 

faid,  the  owner,  at  laft,  dapr 

the  blaze  of  the  candle,  and 

tice  at  the  fame  time,  that^  as 

memory  of  the  man  was  aJinoi 

it  would  be  a  mark  of  a   mt 

to  commit  any  indecenry  upon  t 

and  confequently  he  would    h 

after  ihe  manner  of  the  antiei 

finifli  the  purgation  by  fire. 


r|i 


By  this  time  it  was  drawing  v 
which  the  allembly  perceiving, 
to  defer   any   farther    confuha 


« 
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le  matter,  and  leave  the  name  of  the 
amphlet  that  was  t6  be  ralfed  upon 
le  fubje&  of  this  laft  difcourfe  till 
ar  next  meeting  \  after  which  woi 
roke  up  for  that  night,  and  I  retired  to 
iy  own  apartment,  loil  in  amazement 
t  the  fingularity  of  thefe  mortals,  and 
%  much  out  of  humour  with  my  pro* 
sft  of  authorizing  as  I  had  ever  been 
3r  it;  the  very  thought  of  which, 
fcer  thk  night's  abfurdity,  having 
rrought  an  eflfe^al  cure,  at  leaft,  for 
iiat  time. 


F  2 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     VI. 

I  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  authoriz'^ 
ing.— -Go  into  the  city,  and  am 
fmitten  with  the  charn\s  of  a  young 
lady  in  the  ftreet.  —  Trace  her  home 
in  extafies,  and  difcover  a  bill  over  the 
iloor  to  let  lodgings.  —  Find  oieam 
to  fettle  myfclf  as  a  border  in  the  ft- 
mily.  —  Am  agreeably  furpriied  »i  a 
fecond  interview  to  meet  with  Dick 
Savage,  who  proves  to  be  journeyman 
to  my  landlord. —  He  lets  me  into  the 
charafters  of  each  individual. 

IN  thefe  and  ilich  like  amufements  I 
pafled  my  time,  till  I  had  fairly 
trifled  away  twenty  pounds  of  my  docks 
and  as  to  doing  any  good  by  com- 
mencing author,  I  could  fee  no  pro- 
fpeft  :  the  numberlefs  produftions  of 
the  prefs  (multitudes  of  which  I  was  in- 
formed by  the  bookfellers,  though  ma- 
ny of  them  works  of  real  merit,  did  not 

even 
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«vcn  defray  the  expences  of  publication) 
gave  me  a  fufficienc  check  to  any  at>- 
tempts  that  way ;  and  I  had  been  fo 
fuifeited  with  the  bombaftical  incon- 
fiftencies  of  the  late  club,  that  I  verily 
thought  Bedlam  was  the  fittefl:  maa- 
fion  for  their  refidence. 

Enraged  at  the  thoughts  of  having 
wafted  fo  much  time  and  money,  with* 
out  the  iatisfadion  of  procuring  me  one 
iincere  friend^  I  went  to  my  banker's 
in  Lombard-ftreet,  with  intent  to  take 
up  twenty  pounds  more ;  but  fully  re- 
folved,  that  if  nothing  turned  out  to 
my  advantage  before  that  fum  was  ex- 
pended, to  go  abroad,  and  try  my  for- 
tune in  the  Eaft  -  Indies,  'rather  than 
fpend  my  time  in  idlencfs,  and  the  daily 
cacpeftation  of  approaching  want. 

I   had  juft  got    the  length  of  the 

Manlion-houfe,   after  having  put  this 

delign  in  execution,  when  my  eyes  were 

bleflcd  with  a  fight  of  the  faireft  crea- 

F  3  turc 
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ture  that  ever  was  exhibited  in  flefh  tn^ 
blood.  As  all  tny  (>rorpeds,  tHI  diis 
time,  had  been  eenteFed  among  the  fpe- 
cies  of  old  maids  and  fuperannuated 
widows,  a  view  of  fo  much  beauty,  as 
was  then  prefented  to  my  admiring  eycs» 
could  not  fail  to  charm  me.  Her 
courfe  lying  up  Cheapfide,  I  had  the 
fatisfa£bion  to  follow  her  all  the  way  ^ 
during  which  it  is  impofllble  to  defcribe 
the  unufual  fenfations  that  poflefled  mj 
bofom.  Her  air  and  carriage  were  in* 
cxpreflibly  graceful ;  and  in  her  eye 
were  delineated  the  fupreme  joys  of 
love. 

Heavens!  what  were  the  emotions 
of  my  foul  on  this  occafion !  I  fol- 
lowed her  —  went  before  her  —  croffcd 
the  way  —  re-croffed  again,  in  order 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  meet  her ;  and 
after  all,  found,  to  my  experience,  that 
my  mofl:  refined  conceptions  of  love 
hitherto  had  been  grounded  on  no  bet- 
ter a  foundation  than  fits  of  paffion, 

novelty, 


^^C^' 
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novelty,  and  juvenile  warmth :  and  bore 
no  more  relemblance  to  my  prefenc  tecl- 
ings,  than  the  twinkling  of  a  fbir  to  the 
glorious  blaze  of  Phcebus  in  his  mcri- 
dian.  1  was  twenty  times  upon  the 
point  of  accofting  her,  that  I  might  blefs 
my  ears  with  the  mufic  of  her  inchant- 
ing  tongue ;  but  I  was  over- awed  by  a 
reverence  hitherto  unknown  to  me,  and 
recoiled  back  as  often  in  confufion. 

Alarmed  at  thefe  unufual  fymptoms 
of  captivity,  I  endeavoured  to  turn  afide 
from  the  inchantment  that  attended  her 
motion ;  but  it  was  impoflible.  My 
eyes  were  attradlcd  towards  her  ftcps 
with  more  than  magnetic  influence, 
while  the  tumults  of  my  blood  fuifi- 
ciently  denoted,  that  the  magi^:k  of  her 
charms  hid  already  taken  full  poflcf- 
lion  of  my  heart. 

As  by  her  appearance  and  drcfs  I  had 

rcafon  to  believe  flic  was  a  young  lady 

of  fortune,  how  did  I  curfc  the  male- 

F  4  voknce 
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of  mf  ftifi  that  had  withheld 
tne  from  tiie  1^^  of  fo  much  p^i^oOt 
vfaen  I  had  it  perhaps  in  mj  power  m 
her  lore  with  honour !  1  oow 
tnvfe}f  fofficicndy  puniQicd  for 
tnf  ckcoe^l  bthtnoar  to  the  iex  in 
gtiartal,  while  tmder  the  charader  of  a  ' 
fbrtoiie-bcEDieri  ud  had  my  old  eleSri- 
ficd  rr-ftrrfs  bat  known  the  Ctuation  of 
irv  mind  at  this  jundnrc,  (he  would 
hive  hii  r.o  reafon  to  complain  of  her 


rev 


L^^^  bzir.Z  unfatisHed. 


E-t, 


that  I  might  improve  the  prc- 
prrrjrJ.ry  to  kr.ow  the  condition 

en.'^aver  of  m.y  heart,  I  traced 
7  afTicucuf!;',  till  fhe  entered  a 

re  houie  :n  D ftreet.  I  fp-nt 

:-r.e  in  waJkir.g  vp  and  down, 
ir.i^h:  have  on:y  called  tliere  en 
%vi^.o:e  hc;:r's  pre- 


at:cr  a 
\v::i:cu: 


-cipg   ary  tning 

I  L\  r-civrjfd  it  mull  certainly  be 

:e  cf  h.-r  a*:>odc'.     I  now  tcck  ^ 

ar  obfcn'ation  cf  the  hoiiil\  that 

I  micht 
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[might  be  at  no  lofa  to  find  it  again^ 
md  for  this  purpofe  pa(&d  it  feveral 
times  ;  but  my  joy  was  unbounded  at 
perceiving  thefe  words  above  the  door, 
'  Ready  furnifhed  lodgings  for  a  fingle 
•  gentleman.*  At  this  difcovery  my 
ivhole  foul  was  agonized  with  rapture. 
[  no  longer  entertained  the  narrow  no- 
lions  of  oeconomy  ;  but  thinking  only 
low  I  fliould  enjoy  the  fight  of  lb 
:hanning  a  creature ,  I  went  home  to 
Irefs  myfelf,  and  refolved  to  take  the 
ndividual  lodgings  in  queftion,  if  they 
^ere  to  be  had  for  money. 


With  this  view  I  put  on  my  mofl: 
jorgcous  apparel :  and,  brimful  of  joy, 
vent  to  the  manfion  that  contained  the 
ireafure  of  my  heart ;  when  knocking 
md  making  my  errand  known  at  the 
ioor,  I  was  conduced  into  a  very 
landfome  parlour  by  the  fcrvant,  and 
iefired  to  fit  down.  Soon  after  an  el- 
Jerly  gentleman  came  into  the  room, 
ind  very  furlily  afl^ed  me  to  walk  up 
F  5  flairs  i 
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ftairs  i  and  while  I  was  exploring  th 
conveniencies  of  the  apartment,  he  eye 
roc  from  head  to  foot  with  the  grtad 
attention,  and  after  a  little  ptufc,  ad 
drefled  me  thus  :    «  I  prefume,  Sir,  yoi 

*  are  no  ftranger  to  the  rules  of  Lon 
^  don  with  regard  to  letting  of  lodgings, 

*  There  ane  fo  many  impoCtions  carrid 

*  on  under  fpecious  appearances,  that  1 

*  houfekeeper  cannot  be  too  much  upon 

*  his  guird.     Why,  would  ym  hth"t 

*  it.  Sir,   no  longer  ago  than  lalt  fri- 

*  day  was  fe'nnighr,  neighbour  Pruen, 
^  die  grocer  over  the  way,  had  his 
'  houfe  robbed  of  a  confiderable  quan- 

*  rity  of  phvce  and  valuables,  by  onect 
'  his  gentleman-like  lodgers :   loj  M 

*  you'll  exciile  me,  Sir,  if  I  cannot  pro- 

*  ceed  farther  in  chis  affair,  till  I  ar^ 
'  authentically  informed,  from  whence 
»  you  came,  who  you  are,  and  what ^^ 

*  your  calling  in  this  metrnpolis.* 

Such  a  fakite  as  this,   and  at  2,mt 
when  my  whole  faculties  \xtx^  ablbrbed 

ID 
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in  the  profpeft  of  foon  feeing  my  a- 
dorable  iniftrefs,  did  not  fail  to  fliock 
me.  I  was  for  fome  minutes  fo  over- 
come with  grief,  fhame,  and  indigna- 
tion, that  I  had  not  power  to  utter  a 
iingle  word :  at  length,  recovering  my* 
fell",  I  laid  my  hand  upon  my  fword, 
and  fwore  the  fandtion  of  his  houfe  pro- 
tcdcd  him,  or  I  would  quickly  con* 
vince  him,  what  was  due  to  the  villaia 
who  fhould  prefume  to  decoy  gentle- 
men, by  his  pretended  bills,  with  no 
other  view  than  to  affront  them  in  the 
groileft  manner. 

So  faying,  I  was  hurrying  down 
ftairs  in  a  violent  paHion,  when  his 
wife,  who  very  likely  had  forefcen  fome- 
thing  of  this  nature,  from  a  knowledjjc 
of  his  general  behaviour,  met  mc  in 
the  paflage,  and  intrcated  me  in  fo  hand- 
fome  a  manner  not  to  go  away  till 
Ihe  fliould  bring  her  hufband  to  a  juft 
fcnfe  of  his  folly,  that  I  v/as  prevailed 
upon  to  flcp  Mito  a  parlour,  iiuiuccd 
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While  they  were  apologizing  for  the 
ill  manners  of  the  old  gentleman,  who, 
they  faid,  was  rendered  peevifh  through 
his  infirmities,  he  entered  the  parlour, 
attended  by  his  wife,  and,  in  a  gruflf 
manner,  begged  pardon  for  his  abrupt- 
ncfs  :  people  were  fo  apt  to  be  deceived, 
he  faid,  that  there  was  no  trufting  to 
appearances  ;  but  if  I  had  a  mind  for 
his  fecond  floor,  I  might  have  it,  and 
welcome.  He  was  convinced,  I  was  a 
gentleman,  and,  moreover,  I  fhould 
not  depart  his  houfe,  till  1  had  drank 
friends  with  him,  and  pofitively  taken 
the  apartments  in  queflion. 

To  this  requefV  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ters joined  in  concert,  while  my  charmer 
obferved,  in  a  manner  that  thrilled  .my 
foul,  that  it  was  a  thoufand  pities  Mr. 
Brown  had  not  a  more  agreeable  me- 
thod of  delivery,  as  it  might  prevent 
numberlefs  affronts,  which  he  never  in- 
tended as  fuch  :    but  fhe  dared  to  fay, 

that 
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of  it  to  any  gentleman  ;  and,  if  I  had 
no  objetflion  to  the  contrary,  I  might 
board  with  them  alfo. 

This  was  juft  what  I  wanted,  I  there- 
fore chimed  in  with  his  propofal  with 
great  chearfulnefs,  and  agreed  to  pay 
him  in  the  whole  after  the  rate  of  twen- 
ty pounds  per  quarter;  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  his  cvafions,  I  infilled  upon 
paying  down  the  firfi:  quarter  in  ad- 
vance, whicii  I  found  means  to  perfuade 
him  to  accept  of,  by  obfenrlng,  that  it 
would  juft  fave  me  the  trouble  of  a 

journey  to  meflieurs  ,   bankers 

in  Lombard-ftrect,  with  whom  I  always 
depofited  any  fums  above  five  pounds, 
and  that  I  had  juft  received  the  pay- 
ment of  an  inland  bill  from  Briftol  for 
cxaftly  the  money.  I  thought  this  in- 
finuation  neceflary,  that  he  might  there- 
by have  an  opportunity  to  convince  him- 
fclf  I  was  no  impoftor, 

I  then 
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I  tlicfi  o&red  him  fcvcr^  diredionf, 
vhere  he  m^ht  fatisfy  himfelf  as  to  mf 
charaftcr  i  but  be  was  grown  lb  police 
all  at  once*  that  he  would  not  hear  a 
word  more  on  that  fubjea;  ^hich  I 
was  rcT)  glad  of,  as  I  did  not  choofe  ta 
ttoubk  any  of  my  acquaintance  upon 
fach  an  occafion.  I  foon  perceived  the 
articles  of  dcpofinng  the  monej^^  and 
meotkming  the  banker,  were  not  throwa 
awiv  ,  he  ver\'  complaifantly  invited 
ire  :o  \\:.';  :^^,  v.:::ch  I  as  jo) fully  ac- 
ccrtc^  ^:,  -s  bwira  what  I  had  c::rncll- 
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ferve  her  eye  me  with  fome  attention ;  but 
my  heart  was  diflblved  in  tranfports, 
when  I  heard  one  of  the  young  ladies 
diftinguifh  her  by  the  endearing  name 
of  Sophy,  a  found,  ten  thoufand  times 
more  ravifliing  to  my  ears  than  the 
mdft  exquifite  drains  of  HandeL  Dur- 
ing this  happy  period  I  forgot  all  my 
misfortunes,  cares,  and  anxieties  what-^ 
foever ;  and  thinking  I  had  now  found 
one  whofe  fweet  fociety  would  amply 
reward  me  for  any  expence  I  might  be 
at  in  the  procuring  it,  and  attone  for 
the  lofs  of  my  poor  Sukey,  I  put  on  fo 
chearful  a  behaviour,  and  afTumed  fuch 
gaiety  of  addrcfs,  that  the  old  gentle- 
man and  his  wife  confefled  they  fhould 
be  very  happy  in  my  company ;  while 
the  young  ones  expreffcd  as  much,  by 
the  fignification  of  fome  gracious  looks, 
for  the  meaning  of  which  I  was  at  no 
lofs.  At  taking  my  leave,  which, 
after  a  moft  inordinate  ftay,  I  hardly 
knew  how  to  do,  he  afl^ed  me  when 
1  intended  entering  on  the  lodgings  ? 

On 
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On  which  I  told  him,  that  I  would 
fend  my  clothes  and  books  that  very 
night,  and  be  ready  to  enter  the  next 
morning. 

All  the  way  going  home  I  could  not 
help  reflecting  within  myfclf  on  the 
ftep  I  had  taken  ;  a  (lep,  which^  in  my 
more  ferious  thoughts,  I  could  not  but 
look  on  as  imprudent,  as  without  fome 
re-inforcemcnt,  I  could  not  expeft  to 
fupport  long  with  honour ;  for  I  could 
cafily  perceive  this  young  unknown 
had  wrought  a  mod  wonderful  change 
in  my  whole  frame.  Whenever  I  ap- 
proached any  female  before,  let  her  con- 
dition be  ever  fo  high,  I  did  it  with 
freedom  and  eafe  :  but  I  could  not  for 
the  foul  of  me  look  upon  this  charming 
girl  without  the  moll  confummare  a- 
doration  ;  and  in  confequence  of  thcfe 
fymptoms,  I  dircdtly  concluded,  that 
love  had  taken  pofleffion  of  my  whole 
faculties  ;  not  a  momentary  defirc 
for  the  gratification  of  a  dcbafed  ap- 
petite, 
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petite,  but  a  profound  cfteem  for  her, 
fettled  on  a  fympathy  of  fouls,  and 
eftabliilied  on  the  bafis  of  the  moft  con- 
fummatc  beauty.  How  did  I  now  hu^ 
myfelf,  that  I  was  not  encumbered 
with  an  old  wife,  to  chain  down  my 
afpiring  mind  from  the  glorious  pro- 
fpeflsof  poilefling  (b  amiable  a  woman  I 
If  that  flow  had  been  my  cafe,  I  Ihould 
certainly,  in  the  diftradtion  of  my  foul, 
have  doiie  fome  ralh  a6lion  ;  and  I  con« 
gratulated  myfelf  on  the  happy  pro* 
1pe£t  before  me  a  thoufand  times. 

My  pidtures,  my  books,  and  every 
curiofity  that  had  ftood  me  in  fuch 
large  fums  of  money,  now  appeared 
precious  in  my  eye,  and  I  hardly  re- 
gretted the  price  they  had  coft  me ;  as 
I  fancied  thefe  things  would  not  only 
fcrve  to  raife  me  in  the  opinion  of  the 
old  people,  but  alfo  procure  me  the  ap- 
probation of  my  charming  miftrefs. 
Thefe  I  caufed  to  be  packed  up,  and 
fent  them  away  by  a  porter  the  fame 
evening,  with  a  direftion  to  the  fcrvant, 

to 
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to  put  up  my  book-cafe,  which  was  of 
mahogony,  in  ihe  clofet.  Doubtkfs, 
thinks  I,  a  perufal  of  fuch  tilings  will 
jEnake  them  believe  I  am  a  gentleman 
of  fortune  *,  and  who  knows,  but  I  may 
fall  upon  ways  and  means  to  bring  this 
affair  to  a  happy  conclufion  !  Perhaps 
her  fortune  is  but  fmall — Why,  heaircDS 
grant  it  may  prove  fo !  I  fhall  then  be 
the  more  likely  to  fucceed,  as  being 
upon  a  level  with  her  :  for  could  I  only 
be  fo  happy  as  to  enjoy  the  love  of  fo 
charming  a  creature,  I  could  be  con- 
tented in  a  hovel,  and  not  envy  the 
greateft  monarch  upon  earth. 

Entranced  with  thefe  pleafing  fug- 
geftions,  I  fpent  the  night  in  planning 
out  fchemes,  whereby  I  might  improve 
the  remainder  of  my  fortune  to  the  ut- 
ter moft  ;  and  after  all  could  fee  no  me- 
thod more  likely  to  fucceed,  than,  as 
the  war  had  been  feme  time  com- 
menced, to  lay  out  two  hundred  pounds 
in  conjundion  with  fome  of  thofe  ad- 
venturers 
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venturers  who  were  fitting  out  priva- 
teers to  cruife  againft  the  French,  and 
with  the  ballancc  in  hand,  apply  my- 
felf  to  whatever  might  occur  wherein 
I  was  likely  to  make  any  advantage. 
The  more  I  thought  of  this  fcheme, 
the  better  I  liked  it.  It  was  the  only 
branch  of  bufinefs  I  could  engage  in, 
without  being  expofed  to  the  villany  of 
deceitful  men.  They  cannot,  thought 
I,  take  the  advantage  of  me  in  this,  as 
in  multitudes  of  other  forts  of  trade ) 
for,  if  there  are  any  prizes  taken,  it 
.will  be  impoflible  to  conceal  them  ;  and 
ihould  the  (hip  be  overpowered  by  a 
fuperior  force,  and  carried  off  by  the 
enemy,  I  fliall  at  leaft  have  the  fatis- 
faftion  to  think  my  misfortunes  are  pro- 
vidential, and  that  I  am  not  ruined  by 
a  fet  of  defigning  knaves. 

-  Being  come  to  this  refolution,  I 
made  myfelf  quite  eafy,  and  rcfolved  to 
ingratiate  myfelf,  by  every  means  I  could 
tfahik  of)  into  the  good  graces  of  mjT 

land* 
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landlord,  that  fo  I  might  have  the  bct« 
ter  opportunity  to  engage  the  affeftions 
of  my  miftrefs.  Belides  this,  I  eafily  fore- 
faw,  I  (hould  have  no  fmall  difficuhy  in 
eluding  the  prying  eyes  of  her  com- 
panions, from  whom  I  mult  ufe  all  my 
cunning  to  conceal  my  attachment. 

Next  morning  I  went  in  high  fpiritt 
to  breakfaft  in  my  new  lodgings,  and 
upon  knocking  at  the  door,  was  hor* 
ribly  confounded  at  being  let  in  by  my 
old  companion  Dick  Savage,  whom  I 
had  not  feen  ever  fince  our  coming 
home  together  from  Epfom,  and  the 
adventure  of  the  club- night.  This  en* 
counter  alarmed  me.  I  immediately 
fet  him  down  in  my  mind  as  a  rival  to 
my  happinefs,  and  concerted  his  de- 
ftruftion  that  very  minute.  Yes,  yes, 
thinks  I,  he  is  either  enamoured  of  her 
beauty  or  fortune,  and  has  already  per- 
haps won  her  love :  but  I  will  tear  the 
villain  to  atoms,  who  fhall  but  prefume 
to  come  bttweeo  me  and  my  darling 

hopes. 
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liopes,  my  dear,  angelical,   blooming 
Sophy. 

T  was  fo  overcome  with  this  reflec- 
tion, that  I  had  no  power  to  anfwer 
him  to  his  congratulations  at  this  un- 
cxpefted  meeting  \  but  was  fain  to  lean 
againll  the  wall,  in  order  to  keep  myfelf 
from  falling.  *  Blefs  me  ! '  faid  he, 
•  what's  the  matter  ?  you  look  pale  !  * 
Do  I  ?  then  you  are  a  villain,  and  are  the 
occafion  of  it,  anfwered  I,  half  choaked 
•with  rifing  paffion,  and  I  will  be  the 
death  of  you  this  moment. 

The  poor  fellow  was  fo  confounded 
M  this  unexpefted  addrefs,  that  he  con- 
'Cluded  me  fmitten  with  lunacy,  and, 
pufliing  back  a  Ade  door,  which  I  had 
not  as  yet  perceived,  condufted  me  into 
4m  elegant  apothecary's  (hop,  and  be- 
jgkti  to  apply  fome  hart's- horn  to  my 
Aofe  with  great  eagernefs.  This  aAion 
brought  me  a  little  to  myfelf.  I  re- 
colk6led>  that  very  poflibly  the  gentle- 
man 
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•you  arc  one,  and  with  whom  alfo,  and 
congratulate  you  on  your  refined  tafte. 
Next  you  muft  know,  that  I  have 
had  a  mighty  quarrel  with  that  fame 
uncle  you  fpeak  of;  in  confequence 
of  which,  I  am  here,  d*ye  fee,  in  qua- 
lity of  journeyman  apothecary,  till  I 

^  can  have  an  opportunity  to  find  out 

^  a  place  fuitable  to  my  inclinations,  by 

Agoing  to  fea/ 

This  intelligence  cleared  away  all  my 
gloom.  I  looked  upon  my  rencounter 
B^ith  Dick  as  one  of  the  luckieft  tranf- 
B^tions  in  nature  that  could  poffibly 
have  happened,  and  took  that  opportu- 
nity to  inquire  into  the  fortune  and  fa- 
mily of  my  miftrefs,  whom  I  now  con- 
feflcd  to  him  to  be  deeply  in  love  with. 

He  told  me  (lie  was  the  daughter  of 
a  deccafed  merchant,  that  (he  was  an 
orphan,  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  had 
a  fortune  of  two  thoufand  pounds  in 
the  hands  of  his  matter,  who  was  her 

Vol.  III.  G  guar- 
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ifequence  of  this  intelligence,  his 
r  had  brightened  up  exceedingly  ; 
aughters  were  elevated  with-  the 
;hts  of  getting  a  hufband ;  and 
Sophy  had  declared,  fhe  had  en- 
led  a  notion  from  the  firft  fight 
:,  that  I  was  undoubtedly  a  gentle- 
*  And  now,*  continued  Dick, 
will  very  probably  fee  the  effefts 
his  at  breakfaft  5  for  they  certainly 
I  you  for  a  man  of  fortune.  In 
mean  time,  I  believe,  it  would  be 
«  prudent  in  you  to  conceal  any 
wledge  you  have  of  me,  that  I 
r  be  the  better  enabled  to  tell  you 
It  is  faid  from  time  to  time  in  your 
lice.* 

ras  tranfported  at  this  intelligence, 
promifing  to  obey  him  in  every 
nilar,  went  up  flairs  in  a  tumult 
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*^  is  not  fo  governable  as  in  people  of  a 

*  frcfher  date:    the  paflions  are   in   a 

*  manner  wholly  tutored  by  the  well  or 
^  ill  conditions  of  our  bodily  organs,  fo 

*  that   it    oftentimes   happens    that  a 

*  twitch  of  the  gout,    or  a  chronical 

*  hcad-ach,  -will  make  a  man  commit 
*-ftrange  trefpafles  in  point  of  good 

*  manners  V    while    otherwife    he  may 

*  be  the  bell  natured  creature  in  the 
•^  world.' 

I  now  began  to  find,  that  Dick's  pre- 
Ikg^  had  been  verified,  and  put  a  ftop 
to  his  farther  apologies,  by  taking  no- 
tice, that,  as  the  prefervation  of  a  fa* 
tnily  moftly  depended  upon  knowing 
'who  they  admitted  under  their  roof,  he 
had  certainly  an  unqueftionable  right  to 
iatisfy  himfelf  in  fo  important  an  ar- 
ticle ;  and  as  to  any  unmeaning  words 
he  might  have  dropt  the  day  before,  I 
cook  it  as  a  mod:  infallible  indication 
of  the  honefty  of  his  nature,  that  was 
not  ufed  to  difguife  his  real  fentiments 
G  3  under 
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Md&r  2  boiiuwcd  malt:  and  appwince 
<sf  po£m^i  dull  which  oodii]^  ctjobl 
be  marc  odlotis  to  i  gencTOcs  mini  or 
faadbl  ia  iht  %^t  of  God  a^d  men, 
^ri  condodcd  my  ^scech  by  begging 
Hsu  ix»  ret  aflartd^  tbat^  inftcad  of  rr* 
feiQ^g  hs  bchavkrar  in  a  circomtonce 
ft  tafmtmt;  chat  be  cxwJd  not  oblige 
Wt  iDOre  thin  Bt  :~^-^.'T5  immedistt 
CT! r:\rv-  into  my  ciroimftanccs  and  mo- 


Ej:  :h:5  !^  declined  with  thegreatell 
f^crpv,  arjd  I  found  that  their  good 
crrr.^c."!  of  rr.e  increiied  every  minute. 
He  x:d  me  it  was  very  uncommon  io 
fee  :b  ycung  a  man  in  this  licentious 
^,  give  himfelf  any  trouble  alwut 
bv>rk5  •,  r:d  he  was  glad  to  fee  by  my 
p?5:::rt5, 1  had  a  tafte  for  the  polite  arts. 

*  There  is  a  ver\-  fine  violin  alio  come 

*  \vi:h  your  clothes,'  fays  he,  '  and  you 

*  mill  pofitively  oblige  us  with  a  little 

*  oi  yoirr  fkill    upon  that  inftrumcflt, 

*  ::ow  and  then,   for  I  am  cxccffi^'^'!' 

*  tbnu 
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*  fond  of  it.     And  come,  girls,  fuppofc 

*  Mr,  Murray  fhould  be  inclined  to  give 

*  us  a  fpecimen  of  his  abilities  at  this 

*  time,  would  you  object  to  it  ?  *  *  No, 
^  no,  indeed,  Sir,*  cried  they  one  and 
all ; '  ^  and  if  the  gentleman,'  faid 
Mifs  Biddy,    the  youngeft  daughter, 

*  will   but  favour  us  with   a  fong  of 

*  his  own  at  the  fame  time,  as  I  am 

*  fure  he  can,  he  will  oblige  us  beyond 
f  expref&on.^^ 

There  needed  not  many  arguments 
to  induce  me  to  comply  with  this  re* 
queft;  for  having  the  over-night  given 
veht  to  the  feelings  of  my  heart  in  the 
following  linea,  and  which  I  had  fet 
to  mufic,  I  thought  this  a  lucky  oppor- 
tunity to  exhibit  them  in  ;  and  there- 
ibre,  without  waiting  for  farther  intrea- 
ty,  I  took  up  my  violin,  and,  laying 
the  notes  before  me,  accompanied  it  in 
thefe  words : 
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And  oh  f  I  foand  the  heavenly  maid 
Had  charms  of  a  fuperior  kind  ! 

Charms  fuch  as  time  can  never  fade. 
The  heav'n-born  beauties  of  the  mind  f 

At  fenfe  and  beauty  fo  divine. 

What  heart  fo  cold  bat  bums  like  mine  ? 

Lie  ftill/  fond  heart,  nor  blindly  run- 

On  miferies  nafelt  before, 
But,  as  the  Perfian  does  the  fun. 

At  awful  diftance  her  adore. 
Refign,  fond  youth,  to  fate's  decree ; 
Such  virtues  were  not  made  for  thee» . 


AH  this  time  I  took  care  to  clirecE 
my  glances  in  fuch  a  manner,  as,  with- 
out being  taken  notice  of  by  others  in  the 
room,  my  Sophy  might  apply  the  worciiJ 
as  meant  to  herfelf  -,  and  I  had  reafon  to 
believe,from  fome  fymptoms  I  perceive  J 
in  her  look  on  the  occafion,  that  fhe  did 
fo,  and  that  (he  recollefted  my  afliduity 
in.foUowing  her  a  few  days  before  j  alt 
G  5  -ft-hicli 
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which  feemed  to  indicate  a  happy  pie- 
fage  of  my  futiiit  [iflroljpfifb. 

The  elder  Mifs  Brown  faid,  that  if 
the  young  lady  came  up  to  the  ori^« 
nal,  (he  muft  be  a  mafter-piece  of  na- 
ture, and  the  lover  had  a  fine  tafte ; 
while  my  charmer  obferved,  that  I  hid 
a  very  happy  imagination  for  extending 
my  charaders  beyond  life;  and  if  ever 
it  was  her  fortune  to  be  in  love,  fhe 
ihould  think  it  a  very  great  happinefs 
to  be  endued  with  fo  elegant  a  vein  of 
fancy,  to  fupport  her  in  the  abfence  of 
her  darling  fwain. 

Here  I  was  fo  entranced  with  the 
mufic  of  her  delightful  tongue,  that, 
unmindful  of  the  confequences,  t  re- 
plied without  hefiution.  The  man  who 
fliall  be  fo  happy,  Mifs,  as  to  have  fb 
fine  a  lady  for  a  fubjeft,  has  no  occa- 
fion  for  the  mufes  to  infpire  him  to 
poetry.  Every  word,  adlion,  and  gefture 

of 
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of  his  adorable  miftreffr,  becomes  an 
inftrument  in  the  hands  of  Cupid  to 
tranfport  his  mind  to  the  moft  fublimo 
ideas ;  and  no  fooncr  b  his  foul  touched 
with  the  divine  paf&on  of  love,  than 
he  immediately  is  nvetamorphc^d  into 
the  moft  admired  orator,  the  fineft 
painter,  the  beft  poet,  and  the  moft  ex- 
quifioe  miifician  in  the  Univerie;  at 
kaft,  he  receives  the  feeds  of  all  thefe 
gifts  within  him,  and  very  trifling  ef- 
forts will  bring  him  to  the  higheft  per«^ 
fe£Uon. 

*  I  fancy.  Sir,*  faidche  cideft  daugh- 
ter, *  you  have  already  experienced 
*  what  it  is  to  love,  you  pifture  that 
^  paflion  fo  feelingly/  This  queftion 
madt  me  inftantly  fenfible,  that  I  had 
carried  the  matter  too  far;  on  which  I 
ncplied,  Not  I,  Mifs,  I  do  aflure  you  ; 
but  I  cannot  anfwer  for  myfclf,  if  I 
am  thus  long  bleflfed  with  the  company 
aad  converfation  of  ladies  who  might 

grace 
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grace  the  fide  of  an  emperor.  Ic  is  all 
by  the  help  of  a  little  antictpating  fancy 
that  I  am  enabled  to  arrive  at  the  fmall 
knowledge  I  have  of  this  grand  mover 
©f  the  human  breaft|  and  from  the 
obfervations  I  have  taken  of  fomc  of 
my  friends,  while  under  its  prefliiic. 

<  And  that  is  the  befbmethod  of  all;. 

*  Sir,'  quoth  Mr.  Brown,  *  I  can'  afllire 

*  you  :  a  theory  built  upon  fa<5ls,  being 

^  the  heft  foundation  in  the  whole  prac- 

*  tice  of  phyfic.     But,  however,    young 

*  Gentleman,  though  I  muft  own  your 

*  poetry  to  be  very  pretty,  yet  I  cannot 

*  lay  it  altogether  pleafcs  me  -,    for,  to 

*  be  plain  with  you,   I  do  not  like  the 

*  fubjecft.     Look    ye.    Sir,     ( taking  a 

*  paper  out  of  his  pocket-book)  I  have 

*  here  a  copy  of  verfes  wrote  by  Will 

*  Couplet,  and  fet  by  Dick  Gamut,  fomc 

*  forty   years   ago,    which    carry  fome 

*  fcnlc  in   them.      You  /hall   hear 'em, 
*"  Sir  j    bi:c  as  nature  never   meant  nic 

*  l';r 
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•"for  a  finger,  I  Ihall  wave  any  attempt 
^  of  that  (brt,  and  content  myfelf  ia 
^  repeating  them  without  any  othec 
^  aids  than  thofe  of  a  proper  emphafis, 
^  and  juft  pronunciation  ;  qualificationa 
^  I  would  have  you  to  know.  Sir,  I  am^* 
*  not  a  little  famed  for/ 


He  then,  in  a  very  deliberate  man* 
ner,  proceeded  to  put  on  his  fpedacles, 
which  having  accomplifhed,  with  a. 
tone,  aftion,  and  utterance  of  a  flaugK- 
ter-houfe  hero,  he  bellowed  out  thcfe 
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What  is  grandeur,  wealdi,  or  power? 

Toys  chat  pleafe  at  diftaat  view ;. 
All  their  charms,  poflefs'd  an  hour, 

Fade,  as  Chloe's  will  with  you. 
Then  nor  ftrive,  nor  longer  trifle 

For  a  conqueft  which  when  won^ 
Will  your  tender  paflion  fti^ 

And  you*ll  find  yourfelf  undone. 

Having  ended,  and  picked  up  his 
§)eftacles,  which  had  dropped  from  his 
nofe,  before  he  concluded  the  laft  line^ 
he  defired  to  know  my  opinion  of  his 
friend  Will's  performance,  and  whether 
there  was  not  reafon  in  it  as  well  as 
rhime  ? 

I  told  him  I  thought  there  was  fome 
ingenuity  in  the  performance,  but  that 
1  could  not  by  any  means  fubfcribe  to 
Mr.  Couplet's  opinion,  that  a  woman 
was  lefs  valuable  after  pofleflion  than 
before  ^  that,  on  the  contrary,  where 
love  was  founded  on  the  bafis  of  vir^ 

tue 
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tue  and  truth,  and  fupported  by  a  fimi- 
litude  of  manners  and  inclinations,  it 
rather  fervcd  to  heighten  the  affeftioo, 
and  cement  the  union  the  ftronger. 

*  Fiddle,  faddle/    replied   the  old 
gentleman,  *  away  with  your  virtue  and 

*  truth,  your  cement  and  union,  and  I 

*  know  not  what —  I  tell  you * 

*  La,  Papa,'    intefmpted  the  eldeft 
daughter,    '  how  can  you   talk   in  this 

*  manner  ?    I  vow   you  are  enough  to 

*  deter  us    girls  from   ever    venturing 

*  upon  a  hulband,  your  doctrine  is  lo 

*  frightful.' 

*  No,  no,'    replied  he,    *  there  is  no 

*  great  danger   in  that,  girl,  I  promife 

*  you Why,  there  is  your  mother 

*  now,  there  fhe  fits,  and  let  her  deny 

*  it  if  Ihe  can  :  why,  I  told  her  as 
'  much  a  twelve-month  before  I  mar- 

*  ricd  hf  r,    yet  fhe  would  not  take  my 

*  word  for   it,    but  was  willing  to  put 
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*  it  to  trial,  and  (he  has  long-  fince  e»- 

•  pcrienccd  that  I  told  her  no  lie.* 

This  dry  and  unexpefted  conclufiorr 
fet  the  whole  company  a  laughing,  but 
as  it  was  a  fuh^ft  net  altogether 
adapted  to  the  delicate  ears  of  my  So- 
phy, whofe  face  it  bad  crimfoned  with- 
a  blufh,  I  forbore  to  make  any  reply 
to  the  old  gentleman's  remark,  and 
foon  found  means  to  give  a  turn  to 
the  converfation  by  calling  another  to- 
pick  i  and  after  having  pafled  away  befl: 
part  of  the  afternoon  in  a  manner  much- 
to  my  fatisfadion,  and  made  more  pro*' 
grefs  in  my  affairs  than  1  could  have 
expected  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  I  went 
up  to  my  new  apartments,  and  be- 
gan to.  confider  with  myfelf  how  I* 
fliould  proceed  in  this  bufinefs  :  ^r  L 
found  I  was  unable  to  live  without  a' 
Ipeedy  union  with  that  charming  girl, 
who, -by  her  lively  wit,  and  modeft  be- 
hasdour,  had  compleated  that  conqueft, 

whiotv 
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to  a  tavern,  in  order  to  fpend  the  even- 
ing the  more  agreeably.  I  foon  per- 
ceived the  company  confided  moftly" 
rf  (hopkeepers,  and  people  of  his  oww 
profeffion,  with  whom  I  entered  intb 
difcourfe  very  freely,  about  the  nature 
and  progrefs  of  trade;  our  political 
connexions  with  other  nations  in  point 
of  commerce,  with  the  advantages  and 
difadvantages  refulting  therefrom  •,  and 
by  the  help  of  fome  little  fuperficial 
knowledge  I  had  imbibed  from  books^ 
t  front  of  aflurance,  and  a  ready  deK-i 
very,  I  found  means  to  pcrfiiadc  thenQ^ 
that  I  had  a  moft  extenfive  acquaint-^ 
tnce  with  this  valuaible  branch  of 
knowledge. 

•  I  prcfume,  Sir,  you  are  a  merchant^ 
fays  a  corpulent  woollen- draper  of  Lud- 
gate-hilU  *  and  have  dealt  very  largely 

•  abroad,    to  enable  you  to  arrive   at 

•  fuch  a  perfeft  underftanding  of  thefe 

•  intricate  matters.*     No,  no.  Sir,  faid 
Ij  in  thcfc  troublcfomc  times  I  am  fick 

Qf 
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fan  of  gitne,  I  do  afTitre  jcmt 
VMnod  liitfil  ill  iiiTy  £br  my  piO' 
n  ikat  way  ^icadf ,  and  fluQ 
aie  ham  I  cngige  in  my  {mh 
agM,  wkboiit  mature  dcHbei^ 
M|  bnfioc^  S£  ptirfeiit  lies  chief- 
dUk\wWk\i%  ifac  cinDf  by  prita- 
I  afli  doqilr  d^agod  m  dns 
liiU,  a&d  have  liad  foiDC 
t  fcithcrto^  I  ffcould  oot  ctch 
Scr^"e  r.^  'iiizxrd  a  few  hundred  pounds 
z'v:':^,   S  I  cc^lc  l:zH:  on    2.  lucieiy  of 
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rr^-g  :::  :^  i:  cu:  ^  priviie  ihip  of  w3r, 

i'-  i-5.    j.   -^'C^  cuini::v  or  m^iuUt- 

lie  r^=^  hujicrtd  iren  i    recc. prs  rcr 

•  which 
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**  which  may  either  be  had  at  the  bar 

*  of  this  tavern,  or  at  MefTrs.D— -^d 

*and  Comp-    bankers    at ,    at 

'^one  hundred  pounds  each  (hare  ;  the 

*  books  to  be  kept  open  till  the  Turn 

*  of  twelve  thoufand  pounds  fhall  be 

*  JiiWcribed.;  and^the  balance,  if  any  re- 

*  mains,  to  be  referved  in  bank,  in  cafe 
^  of  accidents ;  and  as  I  have  ventured 
^  two  (hares  here  ,myfelf,  I  fliould  be 

*  glad  to  have  my  friend  t  embark  in 
••  the  lanae  bottom,  for  the  fake  of 
•Scompany/ 

I  was  not  a  little  glad  to  hear  him 

mention  Mr.  D d,   as  it  was  with 

him  I  had  depofited  my  money  a  little 
•before  :  fp,  after  perufmg  the  articles, 
which  I  feemed  to  approve  of  vaftly,  I 
faid  I  would  accompany  him  in  this 
projedl  with  great  pleafure,  and  imme- 
diately wrote  a  line  to  Mr.  D  d, 
with  a  defire  to  apply  one  hundred 
.pounds  of  my  ca(h  towards  a  (hare  in 
the  privateer  then  upon  fubfcription. 

I  could 
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I  could  perceive  Mr.  Brown  was  much 
iurprifed  to  find  I  bad  more  money:  in 
^nqther  quarter  nljfoi  .and  his  opinion  of 
.|jiy  circumftaoces  ttik  gradually  from 
^at  minute. 

My  fituation  was  now  very  agreeable. 
I  was  every  day  blefled  with  the  fight 
iand  converiaticm  of  the  charmer  of  my 
foul ;  and  tho'  I  had  as  yet  refrained 
from  the  leaft  hint  of  my  paffion  by  a 
verbal  communication,  I  neverthelefs 
flattered  myfelf  I  had  made  great  pro- 
grefs  in  the  art  of  love  by  the  language 
/of  the  eyes,  which  befpoke  my  feelings 
in  a  thoufand  lively  infinuations. 

One  day,  in  con(equence  of  a  more 
than  ordinary  agreeablenefs  in  the 
weather,  I  invited  the  whole  family  to 
fpend  the  evening  at  Vauxhall,  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  feafon  would  foon  be 
at  an  end,  and  it  would  be  pity  to  let 
flip  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  to  en- 
joy fb  charming  and  rational  an  amule- 

ment. 
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ncnt.  The  old  couple,  as  I  had  cx- 
icded,  declined  the  motion  with  great 
ivility;  but  I  caffly  prerailed  upon 
he  young  ones  to  favour  me  with  their 
ompany,  and  we  all  four  fet  out  in  a 
lackney-coach. 

When  we  entered  the  gardens,  I  cn-^ 
^ed  the  coachman  to  wait  and  carry 
js  home  again  ;  and  took  lingular  care 
:o  provide  myfcif  with  a  box  fituated 
lear  the  mufic,  where  I  had  the  plea- 
ure  to  treat  my  partners  with  a  very 
bandfome  cold  collation.  The  mu- 
(ic,  the  wine,  fine  evening,  brilliant 
company,  and,  above  all,  the  favour- 
able looks  of  Mifs  Sophy,  who  was 
more  than  ordinary  gay  on  this  occa- 
(ion,  thrilled  my  foul.  My  bofom  was 
faied  with  fuch  extafy,  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  hide  it,  and  in  the  tranf- 
ports  of  my  heart,  I  faid  and  did  a  thou- 
fimd  pleafantries,  having  all  the  reafon 
in  the  world  to  believe  I  had  made  an 
impreflion  on  my  charmer,  whofe  lovely 

eyes 
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eyes  beamed  upon  mc  evoy  minutt 
with  tenfold  radiance.  Elated  at  thefc 
favourable  fymptoms,  which  I  conftnaed 
as  the  luckiell  omens  to  mjr  love,  I  it- 
tended  them  round  the  gardens,  a- 
plained  the  paintings  expofcd  to  view^ 
with  tolerable  accuracy,  and  had  the  pleir 
fare  to  be  faluted  by  fomegay  young  frJ- 
lows,  on  the  ftrength  of  a  fuperficial  and 
coffee- houfe  acquaintance,  whofc  drefs 
and  behaviour  on  this  occadon  I  fan- 
cied did  me  great  honour. 


o' 


AVhile  I  was  employed  in  this  de- 
lightful manner,  I  was  much  furpriled 
at  the  fight  of  my  friend  Raily,  ele- 
gantTy  equipped  in  fcarlet  and  gold,  and 
leading  up  a  hoary  matron,  who  might 
have  very  well  pafled  for  his  grand- 
mother. Though  my  indignation  was 
very  great  at  this  rencounter  with  a 
fcoundrel  who  had  abufcd  niy  confi- 
dence fo  grolsly,  yet  I  could  not  help 
laughing  at  his  burlcfque  appearance; 
and,  after  begging  the  ladies  pardon  for 

a  finale 
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^  fingle  mrnut^,  I  ran  after  him  ful]/ 
Tcfolved  to  either  make  him  render  mc 
fatisfa&ion,  or  have  him  apprehended 
for  a  Tobbery.  I  found  means  to  over- 
take him  juft  as  he  was  quitting  the 
^gardens,  when  perceiving  me  ^[^oach 
^ith  a  furious  gefture,  he  quitted  the 
-woman  he  was  with,  and  thought  pro- 
per to  ftop  my  mouth  by  crying  out, 
^  Have  a  little  patience,  my  dear  friend ! 

*  for  heaven's  fake  don't  blow  me,  and 

*  I  will  pay  you  the  whole  tote.    D'ye 

*  fee  that  piece  of  antiquity  ?  You  muft 

*  know  I  am  her  governor,  (he  is  my 
^  lawful  wedded  wife«  and  as  loving  a 

*  foul  as  ever  fpread  callicoe ;    and  to 

*  crown  all,   my  boy,   I  am  this  day 

*  as  rich  as  a  Croefus.     D— — n  fnuff- 
^  ling  lay  I,  and  flinching  to  boot ;   I 

*  found  nothing  was  to  be  done  widi- 
«  out  the  duft,   fo  I  e'en  thought  pro- 

*  per  to  borrow  a  little  from  my  friend 

*  to  cruife  upon  my  own  bottom.     I 

*  have  fuccecded,  and  here  is  your  mo- 
*   *  ney  again  with  thanks.*     So  faying. 

Vol.  III.  H  he 
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-he  pulled  out  his  pocket  book,  anfl 
prclented  me  with  two  fifty  pound 
bank  not^j  which  I  received  whhvaft 

At  this  unlooked-for  acquifinon, 
*which  I  confidered  as  ten  times  ihefum 
in  my  then  fituation,  as  I  had  gmn 
pver  e\rery  farthing  for  loft»  I  retailed 
my  good  humour,  my  refentmcnt  fub- 
ifidcd  apace,  and  I  gave  him  joy  of  his 
happy  purchacc  :  I  then  exafted  his 
.place  of  refidence,  with  a  promife  to 
Jet  me  into  the  particulars  of  his  good 
fortune  at  leifure,  and  quitting  him  for 
^-that  time,  went  back  to  rejoin  the  ladies. 

I  was  hugging  myfelf  all  the  way  in 
tlic  happinefs  I  fliould  receive  in  ex- 
pending this  fum  in  the  profecution  ot 
my  love,  when  upon  drawing  near  die 
box,  I  perceived  the  ladies  wTre  under 
no  little  agitation,  occafioncd  by  the 
impudence  of  one  of  thofe  town-rakes, 
•Vv'Iio  take  every  opportunity,   and  pU^^ 

their 
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•€heir  fupreme  delight  in  affronting  la- 
tiies   alone  and  unaccompanied,   with 
language  that  would  difgrace  a  carman. 
He  was  ftiU  carrying  on  his  harangue, 
iurrounded  •by  a  fet  of  fellows  of  the 
fame  (lamp,  when  I  approached,  and 
Seeing  the  tears  in  my  Sophy's  eyes,  and 
her  companions  very  much  difordered, 
I  loft  all  patience,  and  feizing  him  by 
the  throat,  wthout  regarding  the  place 
I  was  in,    complimented  him  with  a 
iew  fmart  kicks  on  the  breech.     A- 
roufed   at   this   unwelcome  falute,   he 
difengaged   himfelf,    drew  his  fword, 
and  invited  me  to  accompany  him  to 
the  adjacent  field.     I  obeyed  this  in* 
junction   with   great   readinefs,    being  ' 
.iinder  very   little  apprchenfions  from 
the  fword  of  my  antagonift,  as  I  had 
.taken  care    to  perfedt  myfelf  in   the 
ieience  of  defence  with  the  greateft  ac- 
curacy.    But  we  were  prevented  from 
carrying  this  matter  farther,  by  the  in- 
terpofition  of  his  companions,  one  of 
whom  took   notice,    that  it  was  not 
H  2  worth 
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worth  Sir  William's  while,  to  tncddk 
with  fo  dirty  a  fellow.     He  is  a  dirty 
icoundrel,   aofwered  I,    in  a  tranfport 
4^  rage,  who  calls  mc  fo  :    and  if  you, 
cr  any  one  among  ye,  dare  to  afiina 
that  that  booby  (pointing  to  the  fuppofed  \ 
Jcnight)    has  afted    any   other  but  1 
JbriitiOi^  mean,  and  viilanous  part,  un- 
worthy the  charaderof  a  gentleman,  of 
a  tt^an  of  honour,  I  will  maintain  him 
to    be  a  moft  daftardly  poltron,  and 
irinke  gocu  my  aflertion  with  thepoim 
of  my  Tword. 

They  were  fo  confounded  at  the  re- 
folute  manner  I  fpoke  thefe  words,  and 
v/hich  I  accompanied  with  a  flourifliof 
my  weapon,  that  they  flunk  off  in  greac 
confufion,  and  foon  after  left  the  gar- 
dens ;  while  I  had  the  fatisfa^ftion  to 
receive  the  congratulations  and  thanks 
of  a  numiber  of  gentlemen  and  ladies, 
who  were  pleafed  to  applaud  my  beha- 
viour on  this  occafion. 

1  laving 
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Having  got  rid  of  this  troublefome 
affiur  fb  much  to  my  honour,  I  turned 
to  the  ladies,  and  foon  brought  them 
to  good  humour,  by  relating  the  adven- 
tures of  Rally,  and  how  luckily  I  had 
recovered  my  money,  at  the  fame  time 
producing  the  notes  as  a  convincing 
proof  of  niy  veracity.  They  were 
much  diverted  at  this  piece  of  informa- 
tion, and  were  very  anxious  to  fee  this 
extraordinary  Hibernian,  and  his  hoary^ 
wife,  but  upon  inquiry,  found  they  had 
quitted  the  place  a  little  before. 

By  this  time  the  Iky  began  to  he 
evercaft,  and,  from  the  impending 
clouds,  I  conje<5tun^d  we  fhould  have 
nin  in  a  few  minutes.  In  confequence 
«f  this  belief,  I  went  out  to  look  for 
the  coach- man  I  had  employed  to  carry 
«s  home,  but  after  a  long  fearch,  he 
was  nowhere  to  be  found  -,  and  what 
vexed  me  the  more,  was,  that  every  body 
had  almoft  quitted  the  gardens.  It  had 
already  began  to  rain  very  fmartly,  and 
.  H  3  there 


1 5<»    ^^^  Life  andAihefOura 

there  was  no  profpsft  of  getting  down 
by  water  witliout  bfing  half  drowned 
Qn  the  way.  In  this  dilemma  I  fpyed 
a  hackney- conch  by  itfelf,  with  an  oM 

greats  coat  upon  the  feat-  I  now  re- 
folved  to  aft  as  the  prefent  exigency. 
feemed  to  require  ;  for,  not  doubting  but 
it  was  in  waiting  for  fome  perfons  who 
had  engaged  its  ftay,  I  thought  1  had 
as  much  right  to  the  convenience  as 
thofe  who  had  infringed  upon  my  pro- 
perry  >  and  very  deliberately  handing 
the  ladies  into  it,  I  mounted  the  coach- 
box, equipped  myfelf  in  the  great-coat, 
and  giving  the  horfes  a  whip,  was-  at 
Weftminfter- bridge  foot  in  a  trifle  of 
time.  Here  I  fliit'ted  my  pretty  fare  inta 
another  convenience, and  quitting  the  old 
one,  which  1  left  at  a  public- houle  door,, 
with  the  mafter  of  which  I  left  a  crown 
to  defray  expences,  I  had  the  pleafure 
to  bring  this  event  to  a  happy  concki- 
fion,  by  landing  them  all  fafe  at  home, 
where  the  apothecary  was  much  diverted 
at  the  recital  of  our  evening's  adventures. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VIIL. 

Am  horribly  perplexed  at  my  preca- 
rious fituation,  and  find  myfelf  more 
and  more  in  love.— Confult  with  my 
friend  Dick,  who  advifes  me  to  de- 
clare my  paffion. —  Invite  my  miftrefs 
to  Hampton-court,  and  make  a  full 
difcovery  of  my  heart. — Am  blefled 
V^ith  a  mutual  return  of  afFeftiony 
and  come  home  in  a  tranfport  of  un- 
bounded joy. 

IK  the  mean  time  I' could  perceive, 
that  while  I  was  endeavouring  to 
engage  the  good  liking  of  Mifs  Sophy, 
I  had  unwillingly  made  a  conquefl:  of 
her  two  companions,  who  ftuck  to  me 
like  my  fhadow  :  I  could  not  reft  five 
minutes  in  the  day,  but  they  were  con- 
tinually peftering  me  to  play  upon  the 
violin  \  and  when  I  chanced  to  touch 
upon  any  foft  air,  they  always  drew 
H  4  con- 


Ihi  Ufe  mii  Akentum 

that  ga^c  mc  no  room  to 
dodx  of  di^  nicantiig. 

Sock  ft  Hnmioii  a  few  mcmdu  be- 
fine  jf&M  hivt  6attefcd  mjr  vanity  tx* 
CBcJiwgij  i  but  no*-^  whra  my  wbok 
Acoitn  w«fe  wrapt  in  die  adoration  of 
wof  dufif^  niiflfds,  I  looked  upon  this 
modem,  ju  ibe  greaceft  mlsfortiine  ^ 
€'  '_'  '  :ppai  to  me,  1  could  notcvrn 
look  \n>Ga  my  charmer,  but  they  took 
i:r-r::^r  i:  i: ;  and  I  focn  found,  that 
-"  I  >-i  ::  rr.ind  to  llay  there  much 
':-ri.-.  I  nvjf:  pur  in  pracnce  a  deda^ 
ri:— .  o:  love  to  one  or  other  of  them; 
hi.:-g  bfm  already  given  to  under- 
Ki-.J  ry  feveral  fgnihcanr  hints,  that 
fL\h  vc'j.'d  be  not  only  welcome,  bui 
VIS  I'lo  expected. 

Thi?  difcovery  imparted  abundance 
cf  vexa::on.  I  found  it  extremely  dif- 
ftru!:  t-^  do  violence  to  my  heart  on  rhe 
c«ccaf::n  :    for,   however  light  I  might 

have 
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have  made  of  thefe  verbal  compliments 
while  I  remained  difengaged,  now  I 
was  fairly  in  for  it,  every  word,  look, 
or  gefture,  that  was  any  ways  deroga- 
tory to  my  prefent  feelings,  ftung  me 
to  the  quick.  I  eafily  forefaw,  that  if  I 
pretended  love,  the  mercenary  cuftom 
of  the  world  would  oblige  me  to  make 
fome  prefents,  the  better  to  fignify  the 
ardency  of  my  paffion,which  at  this  junc- 
ture I  had  no  great  inclination  to.  BeTides^ 
I  muft  be  under  a  neceflity  to  come  to  an 
eacplanatton  with  oneof  them,with  regard 
to  the  honourablenefs  of  my  intentions, 
neither  of  whom  was  I  in  the  leaft  de- 
firous  to  be  engaged  with.  I  languifhed 
with  impatience  to  declare  my  mind  to 
my  dear  Sophy  ;  but  was  fo  haunted 
by  one  or  other  of  her  rivals,  that  as* 
yet  I  never  couki  get  that  opportunity. 

What  gave  me  a  vaft  deal  of  uneafl- 

nefs  on  this  account,   was  the  preca** 

rioufnefs  of  my  fituation,  and  narrownefs 

of  my  fortune.  I  could  notion  refleflion, 

H  5  enter- 


cntertaia  thcdioaghEs  of  impoGfigiii}^ 
fdf  oa  her,  whom  my  foul  adored,  u% 
man  of  diromftancc,  when  I  was  fo  ftr 
bcDcadi  bcr  in  that  impoftanc  article.   I 
nowcouidbave  no  idea  of  a  lo^e  being  rtil 
^at  W3S  Iboodcdoci  die  tottering  fabrick 
of  a  fortune,  and  was  alraid  her  m- 
tmis  of  me  would  be  ^ery  m^n»  fhould 
Ihe  ooce  come  to  fufped,  chat,  after  all 
my  ptTtenfions,  I  had  only  a  defi^n  to 
rrarr)*  her  for  the  lake  of  her  money. 
My  nirure  was  tcx)  proud  to  own  my- 
iclr'  17S  thir.g  below  my  prefent  appear- 
:ir.ce,  ai.d  yet  my  love  was  too  elevated 
to  engage  her  afredions    upon  a  faiie 
narrarive.  la  ihort,  I  experienced  to  iny 
ceil,   that  I  could  neither  live  without 
her,   nor  yet  declare  my  pafTion  with- 
out the  rifk  ot  beino;  dilcardcd  with  dif- 
iia-.Ti,  pAOuld  the  truth  be  once  unfolded. 
Bcfu'es,  had  I  even  been   upon  a  foot* 
ir.g  to  demand   her  conient  openly,    I 
had  too  much  reafon  to  fear  the  bruta- 
l.:y  et   her  guardian  would  put  a  miOll 
cffec'tual  ftcp  to   miy  farther  progrefs, 

fo 
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fo- long  as  the  late  marriage  aft  fliould 
put  it  in  his  power  to  enforce  her  obe- 
dience, not  only  to  prevent  a  too  hafty 
removal  of  her  fortune  from  his  hands, 
but  alfo  when  he  (hould  difcover,  that 
inftead  of  making  my  addrefles  to  one 
of  his  daughters,  I  had  come  there  only 
to  effeft  my  defigns  on  his  ward  with  • 
the  greater  facility. 

In  this  perplexing  dilemma  I  had  re- 
courfc  to  Dick,  unfolding  my  difficul- 
ties, with  the  prefent  fituation  of  my^ 
affairs,  and  delired  his  advice  how  to 
proceed  in  fo  great  an  embaraflment. 
He  ingenuoufly  told- me,  he  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  both  the  fitters  had  conceived 
a  regard  for  me,  more  on  the  account 
of  their  thinking  me  a  proper  objeft 
for  a  hufband  in  point  of  money,  than 
any  regard  to  my  perfonal  qualifica- 
tions, as  being  too  much  engrofled  with 
their  own  importance,  to  think  well  of 
any  body  elfe.     He  then  adviftd  me, 

the  bcft  way  to  come  to  a  private 

confc- 


f 
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conference  with  my  miftrefa,  to  tafe 
the  opportunity  of  her  abfence  to  carry 
the  fifters  to  fome  of  the  public  walks, 
in  which  cafe  I  could  do  the  fame  with 
her  another  time  without  fufpicion, 
where  I  might  then  declare  my  love, 
endeavour  to  gain  hers  in  return,  and 
trull  to  time  for  the  reft,  as  flie  would 
very  foon  be  of  age,  and  out  of  the 
ixjwcr  of  her  avaricious  guardian, 

I  liked  this  councel  of  my  friend  {0 
well,  that  I  refolved  to  put  it  in  prac- 
tice. In  a  few  days  I  took  the  ad- 
vantage of  my  charmer's  paying  a  vifi: 
abroad,  to  invite  both  the  fifters  to  Mary- 
bone  gardens,  and  obtained  their  confenc 
with  great  readinefs.  Here,  as  before, 
I  aflumed  much  gaiety  of  fpirits,  ogled 
to  one  in  the  other's  abfence,  and  made 
dumb  love  to  both  ;  and  after  doing 
my  felt  the  honour  to  fpend  a  moidore 
on  this  occafion,  conveyed  them  home 
under  a  full  perfuafion,  that  each  had 
made  a  conquefl:  of  my  heart  j   and  I 

foon 
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(ban  found  by  their  behaviour,  that  I 
had  afted  my  part  to  admiration. 

Having  finlfbed  this  affair  with  {?> 
much  addrefs,  I  fancied  there  would  be 
no  room  for  jcaloufy  to  invite  Mifs  So- 
phy in  like  manner,  but  I  was  fome 
time  before  I  could  find  occafion  ta 
bring  this  part  of  my  intentions  to  bear. 
At  laft,  as  good  luck  would  have  it,, 
they  were  both  obliged  to  go  down  to 
Dcptford  tovifit  a  fick  relation  ;  and  I 
took  that  opportunity  to  beg  Mifs  So- 
phy*s  company  in  a  fingle  horfe  chaife 
to  Hampton-court.  I  foon  obtained 
her  confent  to  do  me  this  pleafure,  and 
we  both  fet  out  pretty  early.  Language 
h  impoflible  to  paint  the  fituation  of 
my  thoughts,  at  finding  myfelf  alone 
with  the  joy  of  my  heart  on  this  oc- 
cafion. I  experienced  fuch  floods  of 
pleafure,  that  I  was  hardly  able  to  think 
at  all ;  and  we  were  got  to  our  jour- 
ncy*s  end  before  I  could  bring  myfelf 
to  fpeak  one  word  to  the  purpofe. 

When 
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When  we  arrived  at  Hampccm-touitj 
I  iromedkatcly  drore  to  the  Toy»  aod 
bandmg  my  partner  into  a  handfomc 
mam^  befpokc  a  wry  clegajit  dinner. 
The  commotions  of  my  mind  were  fo 
great  ai  finding  my  tongue^  as  it  were, 
debarred  of  utterance,  chat  I  was  fain 
to  fw  allow  down  a  few  bumpers  bj 
way  of  infpiriog  courage^  nrhich  rather 
incrcafed  than  diminiflied  my  confu- 
fioo.  My  miftn*^?  foon  perceived  mj 
difcrdcr,  and  begged  to  know  wbc 
i:*:!i\:  .tc,  for  that  I  looked  very  ill. 
ArcLiec  a:  this  obl'ervation,  I  tho  ahc 
ncv;  cr  r.tvtr  v.jis  the  riiriC  to  tiT:c1 
rr.\-  r;-ryc:e  -,  and  aiUT  feveral  unfuc- 
cci"^:V;  a:tcn:.p:s,  1  at  lail  made  fhirc 
to  :c:!  hcT,  rliat  it  \vas  no  uor.der  I  w^s. 
a  i:::*e  indirpofed,  for  I  had  laboureJ 
under  the  ir.ilumce  of  a  confuming  dii- 
r  i'^r  foiTC  time,  and  now,  that  I 
jx-.'i  orporiur.ity  to  put  in  trial  a 
f.ck  :o:  cure,  I  was  under  te  rible 
\:r.enfiQr.s  leil  I  fhould  be  forced  to 

fmart 
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nart  feverely  for  any  little  eafel  mlghl 
rocure  thereby> 

She  turned  pale  at  this  declaration^ 
id  telling  me  flie  was  very  forry  to- 
ear  I  was  ill,  propofed  going  back' 
ireftly  for  London,  No,  my  charm- 
ig  Fair,  faid  I,  afllimihg  courage  at 
lefe  favourable  lymptoms,  my  fours 
Blight,  and  darling  of  my  heart,  home 
in  afford  me  no  relief:  my  home,  my 
ml  and  my  all  are  centered  in  thy  an- 
elical  bofom,  and  if  I  am  fo  unhappy 
$  to  incur  your  difpleafiire  at  this  difco- 
ery,  I  (Rail  be  the  moft  wretched  of- 
11  mortals.  From  the  moment  I  be- 
eld  your  divine  form,  I- found  myfelf 
ke  the  folitary  turtle  in-  the  wilder- 
efs  •,  the  furrounding  pleafures  of  this 
ay  city  were  dead  to  me ;  the  face  of 
ature  put  on  an  unwonted  appearance 
f  gloom  •,  and  I  could  not  reft  till  I 
lould  be  under  the  fame  roof  with  my 
looming  Sophy •  It  was  you  that  drew 
ic  there  j  it  was  for  the  like  of  be- 
holding 
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holding  thy  lovely  countenance,  thatl 
put  up  with  the  indignities  of  the  brute 
your  guardian,  and  daily  fufitrthe  im- 
pertinence of  the  prudes  his  daughters. 
Glad  of  pofleffing  the  joy  to  be  fo  often 
near  the  darling  of  my  heart,  whofc 
lovely  eyes,  and  every  artlefs  ftnilc^ 
entranced  my  foul  to  paradife,  I  was 
above  every  other  confideration,  and 
obliged  to  do  violence  to  my  love,  bf 
pretending  a  pafTion,  where  I  could  not 
but  look  with  difguft,  lell,  by  betraying 
the  rc.rcts  of  my  foul,  1  fliould  be  de- 
prived ot  the  plealares  of  your  endear- 
ing companw  In  pity  then  to  my 
wovS,  in  companion  to  my  love-fick 
heart,  kindly  proclaim  my  pardon  for 
this  bc.ld  proceeding,  and  in  return  for 
my  difinteiefled  attachment,  fay  you 
will  now  and  then  permit  me  to  pour 
our  i\\:  anguifli  of  my  throbbing  heart, 
and  whilpcr  in  your  ears  the  unbounded, 
infiniri%  and  eternal  depth  of  my  fixed, 
my  unalterable  love! 

Here 
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Here  I  ftopt,  and  had  worked  up 
my  paffions  fo  much  in  the  ardor  of 
delivery,  that  the  tears  trickled  from  my 
eyes,  and  my  whole  man  was  enervated 
into  downright  woman. 

At  this  unexpefted  and  heart-felt  de- 
claration, my  dear  girl's  lovely  face 
was  covered  with  blufhes,  ten  thoufand 
times  more  charming  than  the  rofy 
crimfon  of  the  eaftem  Iky.  She  chided 
fine  kindly  for  conceiving  a  palfion  for 
one  I  had  fo  little  knowledge  of ;  but 
thanked  me  for  this  inftance  of  my  good 
will  in  her  favour,  which  (he  was  the 
rather  induced  to  believe  real,  as  (he 
had  imbibed  a  very  good  opinion  of  my 
morals.  She  ob&rved,  that  love  was  a 
fobjeft  on  which  (he  had  hitherto  be*^ 
flowed  very  litde  attention,  as  being  a 
circumftance  that  was  not  to  be  enter- 
tained without  mature  con(ideration«. 
She  faid,  it  was  time  enough  to  think 
of  thefe  things  fome  years  hence,  when 
ve  (hould  be  better  enabled  to  launch. 

into 
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into  life  with  experience,  and  lof 
augment  the  number  of  thofe  unhipp); 
people,  who,  by  an  over*  ha  fly  choice, 
are  a  melancholy  proof  of  the  follpn 
entering  upon  the  moft  ferious  bufmdi 
of  life  with  as  little  concern  as  they 
would  upon  a  party  of  pleaforc  :  and 
concriided  with  dcfiring  me  to  check, 
this  riCng  pafllon  in  the  bud,  till  I 
fliould  be  fully  convinced,  whet  hex 
Inve  had  not  blinded  me  to  overlook 
feveral  inconveniencies  which  might  na- 
turally attend  fo  important  a  flep  as 
marriage. 

Tranfported  at  this  favourable  anfwer, 
fo  much  beyond  my  warmefl  hopes, 
and  by  which  I  had  the  plcafure  to  ex- 
perience, that  flic  was  alio  no  ways  en- 
gaged, 1  re-afiiimed  my  fiiic  with  great 
earneftnefs,  expatiated  on  the  dillerence 
of  a  love  founded  on  a  fympathy  ot 
foiils  and  a  fmiilitudeof  manners,  where 
the  choice  was  mutual,  and  the  chance 
for    happinefs  very    great,    and   thole 

merce- 
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mercenary  matches  that  were  every  day^ 
made  up,  where  the  ardor  of  indivi- 
duals wsis  increafed  and  diminiOied  iw 
proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  each' 
other's  bags  -,  and  took  notice,  that,  pro- 
vided true  lovers  had  wherewithal  to* 
keep  them  above  the  dependancc  of  a» 
fcomful  world,  there  was  the  greateft. 
likelihood  of  a  folid  and  a  lading  joy*. 
It  is  not  my  intention,  my  deareft  Sophy,/ 
continued  I,  to  infinuate  from  this,  that, 
all  cares  of  worldly  matters  are  to  be. 
laid  afide.  People  of  difcretion  wilL 
always,  provide  for  futurity,  in  order  to? 
prolong  their  joys  unmolefted,  and  fur-* 
niih  a  decent  provifion  for  theu:  grow- 
ing offsprings ;  and  I  am  far  from 
wifhing  to  engage  in  an  affair  of  thisi 
Aature,  even  with  my  foul's  joy,  before, 
my  circumftances  are  inquired  into^ 
my  fortune  eftabliflied,  and  my  monies, 
called  in ;.  and  I  ffiould  fcorn,  loath^. 
and  deteft  myfelf,  were  I  capable  to  en- 
tertain  a   thought  that  (hould  render 

die  happinefs  of  my  charmer  within  the: 

lead 
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i<crge  of  doobc*     I  am  a  ftirring 
I  m  wMOTous  man,  and  have  hithcm 
mam  to  fupport  the  charaftcr 
of  a  grntjfinan,    wittiout  overlooking 
1  may  be  worth  a 
I  perhaps  tiochlng  at  all ; 
die  ieas  aic  the  main  fourre 
inkt    of  all   orafore,    the    man, 
ibrttitK    is   dependant    on  ttie 
and  waves^    and  fabjcft  to  tk 
laTiges  of  a  powerful  enemy,  is  but  on 
a  r*T-cir":cu5  snd  ronering  foundation  : 
ire  :cjli  I  cr/v  be  lb  happy  as  to  ob- 
ri:n    rrv    Sv^^phv's   arprobaticn    of  my 
dir^,  ir.j  ;rreice  her  airrciions  m  ir.y 
DTi;!  :\    I  v.^uL:   wai:  contentedly  the 
!nl;e  0:    ^'^a:   Pr:^\iJrnje   l^hal!    think 
ri:  :."  mm  oj:  :n  r"y  favour,   witii  re- 
gird    :o   rry    aivcrtures     I    have  now 
^: -.Va ;     an::  if   they   fncuM    turn    out 
.urx-^ar.e    :.■>    rrv   exrecrarior,     I    \va\ 
•.;::."c  r^v  vicartiVs  lomne  upon  htr  to 
-   d-^l:   rarh  r^,    rerire  fron-i  a  life  of 
^'i^f  a-i  anx:c:y,    ar.J  make  the  \s  hole 
^.  ^.x:<  c:  my  fuiirrc  life  one  continiied 
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iC0brt  tx>  convince  her  of  my  boundkft 
And  uncommon  love. 

^  You  fpeak  (b  generoua^  and  are  h 

*  honourable  in  every  thing  you  either 
^  fay  or  do/  &id  the  dear  girl,  with  a 
modeft  Uuih,  ^  that  I  (hould  think  my- 
^  felf  unworthy  fuch  honourable  treatf- 

*  menc,  were  I  capable  of  difiembling 

*  on  this  occafion  ;  and  it  is  with  pka- 
*'  fure,  I  muft  tell  you,  that  tf  you  can 
■*'  obtain  my  guardian^s  confent,  there 

*  (hall  nothing  be  wanting  on  my  part 
^  to  eftablifh  your  happinefs  on  a  lall- 
f  ing  foundation. 

At  this  welcome  and  un»pe£ted  con- 
^fcenfion,  my  foul  was  loft  in  extafy : 
I  fell  at  her  feet,  and  embracing  her 
knees.  Ah  !  thou  lovely  pattern  of 
beauty,  cried  I,  thou  dear,  thou  melt- 
ing charmer  of  my  tranfported  heart ! 
what  (hall  I  render  for  this  unmerited 
goodnefs,  as  much  above  my  warmeft 
hopes,  as  the  dear  author  of  my  joy 
^  furpaflcs 
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furpaffcs  the  reft  of  her  fcx  in  cvcrf 
fpecies  of  admired  perfedion !  if  mf 
whole  future  life  can  be  thought  ca« 
pable  to  reward  fuch  tranfcending  good- 
nefs  and  virtue,  1  fhall  think  it  glo- 
rioufly  fpent  in  fo  pleafing  a  work ;  and 
with  this  ring  I  feal  my  eternal  love 
and  conftancy.  Saying  this,  I  got  up 
and  prefented  one  to  her  trembling 
hand,  and  received  another  in  return, 
while  I  raviflied  a  melting  kifs  that  fct 
^ny  whole  blood  in  a  fevcrifh  flow. 

in  this  happy  fituation  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  contain  myfelf.  I  had  al- 
ways been  crowned  with  exceflive  fpi- 
rits  upon  the  leaft  fmile  of  fortune ;  but 
jiow,  when  my  foul  was  blefled  with  a 
full  declaration  of  confcnting  love  from 
the  only  woman  in  the  world  from 
whom  it  coiUd  be  agreeable,  I  was 
really  to  be  picied,  I  gazed  and  looked 
fo  wildly,  that  fhe  began  to  be  in  fear 
for  my  intelleds,  and  made  a  motion 
for  going  home. 

It 


'^fllAllILTON  Mu  RR  A  Y.      1 67 

•It  was  no  wonder  I  was  fo  mov^d, 
^onfidering  my  fituation,  I  had  men- 
tioned things,  in  the  tranfports  of  my 
•jieart,  which  were  far  from  being  real ; 
-and,  notwithftanding  all  her  love  in  my 
favour,  T  was  ftill  unhappy  in  thinking 
what  would  at  laft  be  the  iflue  of  .this 
•affair. 

On  our  way  Tiome,  I  told  her,  1  was 
-of  opinion  it  would  be  prudent  to  con- 
ceal this  matter  from  her  guardian,  tijl 
I  fhould  be  in  a  condition  to  call  in  my 
accounts,  and  demand  his  confent  with 
honour ;  which  (he  readily  approved 
of,  and  on  this  conceflion  I  was  much 
eaficr. 

When  we  arrived  at  home,  I  was 
glad  to  find  the  two  fifters  had  not  as 
yet  come  back  •,  and  I  regulated  my  looks 
fo  well  at  fupper,  that  neither  the  apo- 
thecary or  his  wife  could  perceive  the 
leaft  fymptoms  of  my  attachment.  Af- 
ter this  repaft  I  took  occafion  to  ac- 
quaint 
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quaint  Dick  with  my  happy  profprflSi 
5t  which  he  expreflcd  much  joy,  and 
we  determined  to  confuk  farther  as  lo 
my  future  proceedings,  by  his  ftcpping 
up  unperceived  to  my  apartment,  and 
fleeptng  with  me  that  nights 

In  the  mean  time  my  foul  was  on 
the  rack  of  impatience,  and  by  fomc 
one  bold  ftroke  I  refolved  to  cooapletc 
my  happinefs,  though  at  the  hazard  of 
my  utter  ruin  for  ever. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IX. 

Cohfult  ¥4th  Dick  on  the  fpeedieO:  way 
to  eftablifh  my  fortune.  —  I  propofe 
the  gaming-table.-^  He  diiTuades  me 
6t>m  this  rafh  ftep,  and  goes  out  fur- 
geon  in  a  privateer.  —  I  aflume  the 
garb  of  a  gentleman*commoner  from 
Oxford,  and  introduce  myfelf  at  a 
dutchefs's  houfe.  —  Have  a  run  of 
luck,  and  prefent  my  miftrefs  with  a 
gold  repeater. — Wager  tw6  hundred 
guineas  on  the  recovery  of  a  peerefs 
from  a  burning  fever,  and  lofe  it*— 
Tofs  up  with  a  young  lord  for  one 
hundred  pieces,  and  come  off  a 
loofer. — Decline  in  my  fortune  daily, 
and  am  ruined  by  the  villany  of  Ral- 
ly. —  My  affefting  farewell  with  So- 
phy.—We  interchange  mutual  vows 
of  love. 

IN  confequence  of  this  refolution,  I 
.  confulted  with  my  companion  in  or- 
der to  bring  matters  to  bear  dircftly : 
Vol.  III.  I  for 
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for  I  told  him  ferioufly,  I  muft  either 
be  totally  happy,  or  contplcDcly  ^niferable 
in  a  (hort  time ;  the  fituation  of.  my 
mind  being  fuch,  that  life  in  that  con* 
dttion  was  infupportable.  My  money, 
I -found,  with  the  additional  fupply  of 
Rally's,  and  my  Ihare  in  the  privateer, 
amounted  to  barely  four  hundred 
pounds ;  for  I  had  no  way  confulted 
ipconomy  fince  love  had  poflcfled  my 
foul.  I  thought  the  tedious  methods  o£ 
privateering  were  inconfiftent  with  the 
then  (late  of  my  finances ;  and,  after  fe- 
rioiifly  weighing  the  matter  pro  and 
con,  I  refolved  to  make  a  bold  ftroke  at 
the  gaming-table,  and  bring  the  affair 
to  a  fpeedy  cpnclufion. 

Dick  did  all  he  could  to  perfuade  me 
from  this  rafli  ftep,  fetting  forth  the 
infinite  hazards  .1  ran  of  being  over- 
reached by  (harpers,  who,  having  made 
tliis  bufiqefs  th^ir  whole  ftudy,  were 
confequently  much  fuperior  to  me  in 
.every  article  of  advantage :    he   ob- 

fervcd. 
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rvcd,  that  it  would  be  better  to  ex- 
lain  the  whole  ftate  of  my  affairs  as 
ley  really  were,  and  truft  to  the  ftrength 
f  the  young  lady's  love  for  the  event; 
nd  that,  if  I  (hould  chance  to  have  a 
in  of  ill  luck,  it  would  only  entail  the 
lore  mifery  upon  me,  in  regard  that  I 
vuft  then  Jx  at  a  ftill  greater  diftance 
:om  her  in  point  of  fortune.  But  my 
cart  was  too  proud  to  liften  to  this 
rholefome  admonition,  which  certainly 
fzs  the  beft  at  that  junfture,  and  I  re- 
garded the  propoCU  with  abundance  of 
ifdain. 

What!  faid  I,  fhall  I  be  guilty  of 
uch  a  meannefs,  after  having  carried 
kings  to  fo  great  a  length  ?  after  having 
ngaged  her  aflfedions,  and  been  blefled 
?ith  a  full  declaration  of  confenting 
ovc,  to  own  myfelf  an  impoftor  ?  a 
Qean,mercenary,interefted  villain  ?  Shall 
hc»  whom  my  foul  adores,  think  I 
uve  only  put  on  the  garb  of  a  gentle- 
man to  betray  her  to  infamy  and  want, 
I  2  under 
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under  the  fpccious  appearance  of  a  wcD- 
diffembled  paffion  ?  What  opinion  can 
fhe  have  either  of  my  oeconomy,  or 
judgment,  who  fhall  hve  at  fuch  a  rate 
as  1  have  done^  wichout  any  fettled  in-  I 
coroe»  but  fpending  an  inconfiderabk 
fum  which  is  my  all  ?  Will  {he  noi 
think,  that  the  man  who  fhall  take  fo 
little  cace  of  his  own  money,  will  be  as  1 
j-egardlefs  of  hers,  when  once  he  has 
got  both  the  command  of  it  and  her 
perfon,  under  the  new  acquired  title  of 
hufband  ?  If  this  is  the  bed  advice  you 
can  give  me,  even  keep  it  to  yourielf. 
Tso,  let  nie  rather  languifh  under  the 
mi  (cries  of  a  hopeleis  love  for  ever,  than 
l)y  an  aftion,  difhonourable  to  my  foul, 
attempt  to  impofe  on  the  lovelicft  of 
]icr  icx,  in  fo  bafc  a  manner.  That  man 
only  fancies  liimfelf  in  love,  who  can  be 
capable  to  aift  fa  mean  a  part  :  he  may 
indeed  be  faid  to  be  in  one  fhape  in 
love,  but  then  it  is  felf-love  -,  it  is  all 
centered  in  his  own  gratification  ;  and, 
provided  he  can  only  pleafurc  himklt 

in 
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rn  the  enjoyment  of  a  happinefs  which 
at  the  bcft  in  this  cafe  muft  be  but 
ftiort  lived,  he  has  otherwife  very  little 
legard  to  the  fatisfadion  of  his  miftrefs, 
who  muft  feel  fome  very  painful  fen- 
fations  on  fuch  an  occafion.     If  I  was 
to  do  as  you  advife  me,   how  do  you 
think  we  eould  long  fupport  it,  with- 
out  breaking    in    upon    her  fortune, 
which,  at  all  events,  muft  be  kept  in- 
violably facred  ?  My  paultry  trifle  would 
hardly  be  fuificient  to  furnifh  out  a 
houie,  and  defray  the  neceflary  expences 
of  a  year  •,    and    I  have  experienced 
too  much  the  ihcdnftancy  of  fortune, 
aad  the  roguery  of  mankind  already, 
to  ri(k  any  part  of  her  happihels,  on  the 
ihallow  and  precarious  footing  of  trade, 
let  the  profpefts  at  firft  be  ever  fo  delu- 
fivc ;  and,  God  knowfl,  we  ihould  make 
but  a  ptiflil  figure  on  the  annual  in- 
come of  fixty  pounds  a  year  in  fuch  a 
place  as  London,    and  with  a  rifing 
progeny,   if  it  fo  Ihould  pleafe  Provi- 
dence to  bleis  us  with  that  mark  of 
I  3  his 
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his  favour,  unkfs  fame  method  could 
he  found  to  extend  our  revenue  to  at 
leaft  four  times  that  fum  j  lb  that,  1 
fayj  no  more  of  this  ftuff  for  the  future* 
The  die  is  caft,  and  complete  happi- 
nefs,  or  total  mifery,  muft  quickly  be 
the  confequence. 

He  was  very  much  amazed  at  my 
ftrange  and  unaccountable  notions,  as 

he  called  them,  which,  he  allowed,  might 
indeed  be  honourable  to  the  extent  of 
the  plirafe,  but  were  far  from  what  the 
generality  of  lovers  would  affume  at  fuch 
a  crifis :  but  I  was  deaf  to  all  his  renion- 
ftrances,  and  trufting  to  my  ov/n  fagaci- 
ty,  refolved  to  put  my  defigns  in  pradice 
diredly. 

He  now  told  me,  that,  as  I  had  a 
fhare  in  a  privateer,  he  was  defirous  to 
try  his  fortune  by  fea  upon  the  iamc 
bottom,  if  I  could  get  him  admitted 
in  the  ftation  of  furgeon,  for  which 
birth  he  reckoned  himfelf  duely  quali- 
fied. 
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ficd.  This  I  promifed  very  readily,  anJ, 
the  privateer  failing  foon  after,  he  wasr, 
at  my  inftigation  with  the  owners,  nnadc 
fiirgeon  of  the  fllip,  and  at  parting  with 
him,  I  made  him  a  prefent  of  twenty 
guineas,  in  order  to  fk  himfelf  out  thfe 
more  genteely. 

All  this  time  Iwas  not  idle:  I  had 
by  the  mere  dint  of  application,  and 
a  little  money,  procured  admittance 
among  very  genteel  company  at  a  cer- 
tain dutchefs's  houfe,  and,  by  drcffing 
extremely  gay,  found  means  to  pafs  fot 
a  rich  young  commoner  from  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Oxford,  flerfe  I  ganied  aU 
moft  every  night,  and,  after  a  vaft 
fluftuation  of  fortune,  at  the  end  of 
threciveeks,  found  myfelf  two  hundred 
pounds  in  pocket.  This  fuccefs  elated 
me.  I  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to 
make  the  idol  of  my  foul  a  handfome 
prefent,  which  I  foon  after  did,  by 
obliging  her  to  accept  of  a  very  fine 
gold  repeating  watch  of  fixty  guineas 
I  4  value  i 
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w^Qc  K  a£  the  bme  time  tdiing  her» 
dtic  I  was  in  hope,  the  happy  time 
wQukl  foon  amv^  whea  ]  Qmxdd  be 
bicfled  in  ibe  cojoymmt  of  her  ainidifc 
camp^nf  without  alloy.  She  leceifeil 
lim  Doken  of  my  eftcem  like  berlelf  ^ 
bbferrcd,  I  bad  00  occaTion  to  manifeft 
the  reality  of  my  love  by  any  more  fach 
W^QK  for  the  future^  as  fhe  was  fully 
afiucd  of  the  purity  of  my  flame  1 
snd^  after  a  little  modeft  difficulty,  con- 
frr.ivi  to  blefs  the  impatience  of  my 
h^jut  \v::h  :he  endearing  tranfpons  of 
a  vhiice  en:brace. 

In  eight  cays  time  I  had  augmented 
irv  ircre  in  ready  monev,  to  fuil  as 
nur.y  hunJrcJ  pounds,  and  made  no 
c:u:::ion  of  being  completely  happy  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  the  fummier  lea- 
iv\i.  Ccviid  I,  thought  I  to  mylelf, 
bi::  make  it  up  two  thoufand  pounds, 
I  ihii!  do  my  bufinefs,  and  leave  on 
ihis  tra^ie,  which  is  but  hazardous  ac 
t.^e  belt,  for  ever.     On  the  itrength  or 

la 
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fo  fpcedy  a  rc-inforcement,  I  grew  ex- 
tremely elevated,  and  was  continually 
forming  parries  of  pleafure,  in  which 
the  lifters  had  a  confiderable  (hare.  I 
took  occafion  to  throw  myfelf  in  the 
apothecary's  way  foon  after,  and  gave 
him  a  glance  of  a  five  hundred  pound 
bank  note,  which  did  not  fail  to  dilate 
his  opticks  extremely. 

I  now  and  then  attended  the  club 
as  ufual,  harangued  the  citizens  on 
trade,  commerce,  war,  and  deftrufHon ;: 
canvafled  the  decline  of  our  public  cre- 
dit to  their  univerfal  fatisfadtion,  and 
pointed  out,  from  a  theory  of  my  own 
invention,  a  fure  and  never-failing  me- 
thod to  eftabliih  the  happinefs  of  Great- 
Britain  upon  a  lafting  foundation.  I 
joined  in  with  them  very  heartily  in 

damning  H r  to  the  pit  of  hell ; 

agreed,  that  the  Em fs  Q- n  was 

no  better  than   a  moft  infernal   hell- 
cat; and  drank  damnation  to  the  pub^ 
lie  and  private  enemies  of  Old  England . 
1.5  with 
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with  furpming  energy.     In  a  word*  I 
was  looked  upon  in  Co  patriot  a  light 
by  the  whole   club,    that  never  any  | 
grand  difpute  was   brought   upon  the 
tapis,  but  it  was  fure  to  be  referred  ta  , 
my  determination ;  when  I  always  pm-  | 
nounced  judgment,    and   decided  the 
caufe  in  qucftion,  with  a  fliew  of  great 
impartiality,    and  very  often,  when  I  . 
knew  not  one  jot  about  the  matter.        \ 

I  likewife  went  on  daily,  paying  my 

attendance  at  the  levees  of  the  great  j 
very  often  taking  a  jaunt  as  far  as 
Barnet,  Enfield,  or  Uxbridge,  with  per- 
fons  of  great  quality,  with  whom  I 
would  very  genteely  engage  for  fome 
fuch  trifle  as  twenty  guineas,  who  ihould 
draw  out  the  longeft  ftraw  from  any 
thatched  houfc  in  our  way  •,  and  in 
thefe  polite  amuicments  had  various 
fuccefs. 

One  day  in  particular  I  was  to  lay  J 
liiindred  guineas  v/ith  a   nob:eman  or 
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he  firft  rank,  on  the  toffing  up  of  a 
[uccn  Anne's  fhilling  :  it  turned  out  in 
is  favour^  and  I  paid  the  money  with 
good  grace,  though  it  drained,  in  a 
lanner,  my  heart's  blood. 

Not  long  after  this,  I  had  the  ho- 
our  to  be  engaged  with  a  peer  of  the 
ation  in  a  wager  for  two  hundred  pieces 
D  be  determined  by  the  life  or  death* 
fa  dutchefs  then  dangeroufly  ill  under 
ic  malevolence  of  a  burning  fever. 
LS  my  compaflion  drew  me  to  wifh 
er  among  the  number  of  the  living,  I 
lid  my  hopes  on  her  recovery  i  btit 
eath  owed  me  a  grudge  this  bout ;  for 
t- the  end  of  three  days  I  was  obliged 
>  depofit  the  full  fum,  not  without 
leling  the  greateft  anguifh  of  mind, 
id  very  heartily  wiftiing  her  grace  had 
!en  at  the  devil,  rather  than  I  had 
tercfted  myfclffo  dearly  in  her-\\cl- 
re. 


From 
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From  this  time,  fortune,  hitkftJC^ 
propitious  to  me,  like  a  dcccitliil  jili^  ' 
turned  tail  to  my  moft  pathetic  remon- 
ftrances,  I  every  day  declined  in  tern-  J 
per  as  in  circuraftanceSt  and  could  not 
endure  the  prying  looks  of  my  dear 
Sophy  (who  foon  perceived  this  ma- 
nifeft  alteration  of  my  whole  man) 
without  fliedding  tears  of  blood.  She 
tryed,  by  all  the  ways  fhe  could  think 
of,  to  come  to  a  knowledge  with  rcfpcft 
to  the  grounds  of  my  difcontent  •,  but 
I  eluded  all  her  inquiries  by  pretending 
an  indifpofition,  and  a  vexatious  letter 
I  had  received  from  my  friends  in  Scot- 
land, about  a  trifling  law-fuit  then  be- 
fore the  court  of  feffion,  and  was  likely 
to  turn  out  againft  me. 

I  continued  my  defl:ruftive  meafures, 
however ;  and  feldom  a  night  palled, 
but  I  loft  as  much  at  the  turning  of 
a  card,  or  the  cog  of  a  die,  as  would 
hav^e  maintained  me  in  fplendor  for  a 
month. 

I  now 
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I  now  locked  myfelf  up  in  my  cham- 
ber for  whole  days  together,  hardly 
ever  coming  down  to  any  of  my  meals 
legularly  j  and  when  I  did  cpme,  my 
looks  were  fo  eftranged  tp  the  whole 
company,  that  the  very  apothecary  took 
notice  of  it,  and  demanded  the  occa- 
fion,  while  my  dear  Sophy  was  fre- 
quently oblig&d  to  feign  a  fudden  ill* 
nefs^  in  order  to  conceal  the  falling  tear. 
In  vain  did  fhe  conjure  me  by  all  the 
powers  of  love,  by  all  our  hopes  of 
happinefs,  and  mutual  joys  to  come,  to 
teH  her  the  caufe  of  my  difquiet :  I 
ftill  put  her  off  with  fome  trifling  eva- 
fions  ;  and  by  my  fruitlefsly  endea- 
voyring  to  recall  my  good  humour 
that  was  fled,  gave  her  reafon  to  be  ap- 
prehenfive,  that  my  fituation,  in  point 
of  fortune,  had  taken  fome  fudden 
turn,  I  frequently  fccluded  myfelf 
from  all  communication  of  the  world 
for  days  together,  and  fometimes  work- 
ed myfelf  up  to  fuch  woeful  frenzy, 

that 
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I  always  pretended  to  attribute   to  a. 
violent  cold  in  my  head. 

With  this  view  I  frequented  a  very 
famous  billiard-table,  where  they  al-^ 
ways  played  high.  I  had  not  reforted 
to  this  den  of  ruin  very  long,  before  I 
found  my  friend  Rally  to  be  a  confi-* 
deraWe  member  there.  Encouraged  at 
this  difcovery,  by  which  I  had  fome 
thoughts  of  making  all  up  again,  I 
courted  fortune  with  great  afCduity  v 
and,  by  betting  upon  his  fide,  and  now^ 
and  then  a  lucky  hit  of  my  own,I<]uick- 
ly  got  back  again  one  hundred  and  fifty^ 
pounds  of  my  money.  This  return 
produced  a  moft  furprizing  effeA;  I 
indulged  a  faint  ray  of  hope  to  gleam, 
acrofs  my  foul,  and  could  look  upon 
my  angel  with  much  lefs  pain. 

I  was  even  fo  infatuated  as  to  for- 
get the  many  bafe  aftions  of  this  man, 
whofe  heart  was  as  black  as  hell,  and 
fuficr  myfelf  to  bs  totally  ruined  by 
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his  proceeding  greatly,  and  refolved  tx> 
mprove  the  prefent  turn  of  fortune  by 
k>ing  the  bufinefs  in  a  mod  efic&ual 
nanner.  My  antagonift,  who  played 
i?ith  Raily,  and  againft  whom  I  betted^ 
ippeared  a  downright  country  fquire^ 
ind  doubled  flakes  every  time,  till  by 
in  accurfed  chance,  I  found  my  whole 
fortune  depending  upon  the  pocketing 
tf  a  balL 

At  this  junfture  the  emotions  of  my 
(0ul  were  furious :  this  one  chance  eithor 
made  a  beggar  of  me,  of  mafter  of  one 
thoufand  pounds.  The  two  laft  balls 
reie  already  upon  the  table,  and  my 
whole  faculties  in  a  fiace  of  daeadfiil 
fiiipence.  Thrice  had  they  fbruck  aL- 
lemately,  and  as  many  times  by  the 
moH  nice  dexterity,  evaded  the  conclu- 
Pon.  The  attention  of  the  company, 
many  of  whom  were  deeply  engaged^ 
was  fearfully  interefted,  and  the  two 
parties  ftript  to  their  (hirts :  bets  upon 
beta  were  continually  augmenting,  and 

two 
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two  fellows  prefcnt  always  took  thcdl 
up  ;  till  an  effort  of  my  ants^nift 
pocketed  the  ball,  and  fent  me  mocion- 
lefs  to  the  floor  in  a  ftate  of  blifsful  iih 
fenfibility. 

When  I  recovered  myfelf  from  this 
trance,  I  raved,  ftampcd,  and  tore  like 
a  madman  J  and  underflanding  from 
fomc  prefent,  that  the  fharpers  had  gone 
off*  with  the  booty,  and  they  were  of 
opinion,  it  was  a  defigned  thing,  I 
pulled  out  a  knife  with  intent  to  (lab 
the  villain  to  the  heart,  fwore  he  had 
robbed  me  at  two  different  times-,  arid 
not  finding  the  proper  objeft  of  my  rc- 
fentment,  turned  my  fury  againft  my- 
felf, and  it  was  with  difHculcy  I  was 

prevented  from  cutting  my  throat. 

» 

In  this  terrible  condition  I  was  fain 
to  pawn  my  watch  to  raife  money  to  go 
home  in  a  chair.  I  entered  the  houle 
in  the  mod  confummate  diftraflion,  and 
threw  myfelf  upon  the.  bed  in  a  tranf- 

port 
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port  of  raging  madnefs.  My  landlord 
was  alarmed  at  my  appearance,  and 
fent  his  journeyman  up  ftairs  to  bleed 
me :  I  met  the  lad  half  way  upon  the 
threfliold,  and  with  great  fury  kicked 
him  down  again  to  the  very  bottom. 
1  tore  my  hair,  beat  my  face,  and  in 
the  extremity  of  anguifh  roared  aloud 
like  a  criminal  on  the  rack. 

I  continued  thus  all  the  night,and  next 
morning  was  fo  altered,  fo  faint  for  want 
of  reft  and  nourifhment,  that  t  was 
kardly  able  to  ftand.  I  was  in  the  ago- 
nies of  eternal  horror,when  I  confidered; 
that  all  my  gay  profpecfls  were  vanifh- 
ed  ;  that  my  love,  inftead  of  diminilhing, 
was  increafcd  tenfold  fince  this  misfor- 
tune ;  and  that  all  I  had  in  the  world 
to  keep  me  from  ftarving,  beggary,  in- 
famy, and  defpair,  was  but  barely  ten 
guineas,  which  I  had  raifed  on  the 
pawn  of  my  watch.  Happily  I  had  in 
die  beginning  made  it  a  maxim  to  pay 
my  board  and  lodging  the  firibday  cwf 
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svcn  forced  to  conceal  the  rcafon  of  her 
Kars  by  attributing  them  to  her  fenfi- 
Mlity,  left  poor  Dick  Savage,  who 
nras  on  beard  the  veflel,  fhould  have 
tugmented  the  number  of  the  flain. 
Fhe  landlord  was  greatly  affefted  at  his 
unhappy  lofs ;  his  wife  and  daughters 
were  the  fame  -,  while  my  foul  was  ago- 
nized with  anguilh  at  beholding  the 
fbrrovv  of  my  dear^ft  love. 

In  this  diftrefsful  fituation  I  was  fre- 
quently obliged  to  carry  out  firft  one 
thing,  then  another,  privately,  in  order 
to  keep  up  appearances  a  little  longer. 
My  clofet  door  was  now  always  fure 
to  be  locked,  my  books  vanilhed  piece- 
meal, and  my  whole  habit  gradually 
put  on  the  appearance  of  wretchedncfs 
and  mifery.  In  this  melancholy  fitua- 
tion, my  dear  Sophy  would  behold  me 
with  the  deepeft  concern  j  her  foul  was 
upon  the  rack  to  come  to  an  explana- 
tion of  thefe  ftrange  appearances,  and 
it  was  not  without  rcafon,  that  fhe  con- 
cluded 
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[I  been  founded.  The  mother  faid 
King,  but  devoured  me  with  her 
I  s  ;  fhe  furveyed  my  appearance  with 
moft  fingular  attention^  and  was 
qucntljr  heard  to  drop  the  epithets 
*  ftrange  and  wonderful  !  unac- 
:ountable,  ftiocking,and  impoflible!" 
maid  was  every  now  and  then 
ting  for  my  key  to  clean  out  the  clo- 
and  I  was  frequently  put  to  the 
fuih  of  confcious  ihame^robe  forced  to 
hny  her  this  article  i  while  the  fifters 
auld  take  notice,  with  a  fcornful 
nilc,  .that  it  was  not  cuftomary  to  lock 
p  any  part  of  furni(hed  lodgings.  la 
lort,  all  were  vifibly  eftrangcd  but 
ly  dear  Sophy  :  Ihe  was  ftill  the  fame 
ind,  indulgent  foul  as  ever,  and,  by 
tie  manifcft  change  of  her  health,  plain- 
f  told  how  much  (he  took  thefe  in- 
ignicies,  and  my  filence  and  appearance, 
t  heart. 

I  now  experienced,  that  I  had  ftaid 
Mcre  as  long  as  I  could  :    my  money 

was 
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:  that  this  was  likely  to  be  the  cafe, 
Ntld  I  once  take  a  final  leave,  I  had 
leful  realba  to  imagine. 

*Whilft,  I  fay,  that  I  was  indulging 
bfe  melancholy  reflections,  I  thought 
leard  fomebody  outfide  the  door,  and 
efently  Mifs  Sophy  entered  with  tears 
her  eyes,  and  throwing  herfelf  into  a 
«ir,  accofted  me  thus  :  ^  What  is  the 
mdbn,  my  dear  Hamilton,  for  I  will 
UUxall  you  by  that  loved  name,  not- 
irithftanding  your  late  unkindnefs  in 
fi>  obftinately  concealing  the  caufe  of 
your  diflrefs ;  that  you  appear  thus 
wretched  in  your  attire,  and  meagre 
in  your  whole  appearance  ?  Where  is 
that  lively  flow  of  fpirits,  that  un- 
bounded  vivacity  with  which  you  uled 
10  charm  every  one  into  good  hu- 
mour ?  and  why  do  you  thus  feclude 
yourfelf  from  the  company  of  your 
So/fhyj  who  ufed  to  be  the  delight  of 
your  eyes?  If  this  amazing  change 
proceeds  from  any  unexpected  blow 
Vol.  III.  K  !  of 
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*  and  endeavour  to  regain  that  quiet 

*  which  I  enjoyed    before   I  was  en- 

*  ihared  by  your  proffered  love.* 

Here  (he  ended,  and  left  me  fo  moved 
at  her  kind  and  pathetic  addrefs,  that 
for  fome  minutes  I  had  neither  fpeech 
nor  power  of  utterance.  I  beheld  her 
in  a  tumult  of  filent  woe :  my  bofom 
was  filled  with  unutterable  forrow  at 
fo  mournful  a  conclufion  of  my  fondeft 
hopes;  and  falling  at  her  feet  in  an 
agony  of  defpair.  Forgive,  cried  I,  the 
wretch  who  has  prefumed  to  deceive 
you !  Fond  of  poffefling  your  afFeftions 
at  any  rate,  I  foolifhly  thought,  that 
fo  much  prudence,  wifdom,  goodnefs, 
and  beauty,  was  to  be  won  by  an  out- 
fide  appearance.  I  vainly  fancied,  that 
the  gaudy  pomp  of  drefs  might  in- 
fluence you  in  my  favour,  and  bafcly 
paflcd  for  a  man  of  good  cftate,  when, 
alas  !  even  before  I  was  captivated  with 
thcluftre  of  your  divine  charms,  my  for- 
tune was  contemptible.  Jnfpired  with 
K  2  the 
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''of  mind  alfo  ?  anfwer  me  to  that^  and 
« I  ihaU  be  iatisfied/ 

I  was  fb  moved  at  thb  kind  addrefs^, 
that  1  had  only  power  to  break  out 
with,  I  love  thee  to  diftra£lion !  bad  I 
loved  thee  lefs,  I  might  perhaps  have 
been  happy! 


*  Why  then,'  continued  fhe,  taking 
my  hand  in  hers,  *  from  henceforth  and 
'for  ever  I    look  upon  you  as  my 

*  hufband ;  and  this  trifling  lofs^  fo  far 
'  from  leflening;  you  in  my.efteem,  has 

*  enhanced  my  value  for  you  ten  thou- 

*  fand  fold.     I  now  plainly  fee  your 

*  kind,  your  generous,  and  difinterefted 
love^    and  T  will  patiently. wait  that 

*  happy  period  which  (hall  put  us  both 
^  above  the  power  of  a  fcornful  guar- 
^  dian :    and   as  I  am  painfully  con- 

*  vinced  of  the  unhappy  reduftion  of 

*  your  fortune,    I  beg  you  will  give 

*  me  one  convincing  proof  of  your  af- 
ffcftion,  by  letting  your  Sophy,  your 

K  3  t  loving 
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I   had   fome   time   before,  from   a 
knowledge  of  her  princely  generofity, 
forefeen  fuch  a  proflfer  as  this  would 
\k  made;  and  I  had  all  along  avoided 
^ing  her  an  opportunity  to  put  it  in 
prafUce.     I  had,  moreover,  provided  a 
fham  draught  upon  a  merchant  in  the 
city  for  fifty  guineas,  in  order,  to  de- 
ceive her  into  ^n  c^iniop,  that  I  ha4 
ftiU  fopie  mowy  left,  in  cafe  flie  ftould 
do  a9  I  had  conje^iturod ;   and  now, 
when  I  found  myielf  clofe  prefled  to 
accept  of  the  aioney  before-mentioned^ 
I  pulled  pu(  this  note,  and  told  her, 
t)m  I  had  Kftrirfd  dutfmnx  the  wiicck 
<)f  my  fottttfi^  and  had  oa  occafion 
for  wy  naon  at  that  time  ;  that  I  had 
^  very  rich  rehdon  in  Scotland,  whp 
always  lov^d  noye,  and  on  whom  I  had 
great  hpip^ »  ?nd  as  Ir  was  now  fo  6r 
tuatcd)  I  was  reiblved  to  pay  him  ft 
vifit    imined^tely»    and   had    money 
enough  to  carry  me  down  there,  where 
I  fhould  always  be  fure  of  a  fupply  % 
and  ^^(  ^^  ^^^^  I  ^^  fruflrated  in  my 
K  4  views 
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She  confented  to  accept  of  this  truft 
rith  great  pleafuiie ;  and  after  conjuring 
le  to  come  back  again  foon  at  all 
^ents,  we  once  more  exchanged  reci- 
rocal  vows  of  eternal  truth  and  con- 
ancy,  and  (he  went  to  her  own  apart- 
lent  to  avoid  fuipicion,  while  I  went 
ut  in  a  mixed  tranfport  of  joy^  forrow, 
rrcy  and  defpain 
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mSj  with  her  handkerchief  in  herhand, 
and  her  eyes  red  ^ith  crying.  The 
fight  of  the  dear  obje&  in  tears  fo  af- 
&ded  n^  that  I  was  rea^y  to  faint.  I 
could  ftan4  it  no  longer,  (3ut,  bowing 
in  filent  adoration,  made  the  befl:  of 
my  way  from  the  tranfporting  diarmer 
i^  my  \^my  and  waiidefed  ^l^out  for 
ime  Uflle  I  koew  not  whither,  till  at 
laft  I  (detersuoed  io  flep  into  ibme 
cQ^'i^-boilie,  thf:  better  to  recover  my 
fptricjs  Iff  pcrufing  the  papers  of  the 
day. 

For.thi?  purpofe  I  entered  the  And- 
gallican  be^d  xhSaChange,  and  began 
tp  coofi^er  wh^t  (tep  I  ihould  take 
next.  My  journey  to  Scotland  was  no 
more  than  a  feint,  the  better  .to  deceive 
her,  as  xo  the  real  xaufe  of  my  abfencc ; 
and  I  thought,  that  as  my  circum- 
ftances  were  then  fituated,  it  would  be 
the  moil:  cruel  thing  in  the  world  to 
manry  her,  fmce  I  had  no  way  fo  ma  n- 
tain  her  as  I  could  wiib.     The  intereft 
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Box  engaged  my  whole  attention.  Says 
one  of  thcm^  *  Could  we  but  get  one 
^  fubfcriher  more,  the  bufinefs  is  done/ 

*  Ay/  replied  the  other,  *  but  really 
^  this  adventure  appears  (o  hazardous 

*  in  the  eyes  of  unexperienced  landmen, 
^  that  we  may  trifle  away  the  whole  fea- 

*  fon,  before  we  caa  gpt  any  body  who 

*  may  be  willing  to  run  the  rifk :  but 
**  we  that  know  the  EngUlh  channel  16 
^  well,  and  are  fo  thoroughly  acquainted 
«  with  all  the  harbours  along  die  co^ 
'  of  France^  and  Brittany,  would  fairly 

*  rifk  our  lives  upon  the  execution  cf 
^  it,  as  this  is  juft  the  time  tofnap  up 
^  fome  of  their  rich,  homeward  Marti- 

*  nico  or  Weft-India  men/ 

As  every  thing,  wherein  there  ap- 
peared the  leaft  profpeft  of  advantage, 
let  the  means  to  come  by  it  feem  ever 
fo  perilous,  could  not  fail  to  aroufe  me 
at  fuch  a  juncture,  I  liftened  to  their 
fubfequent  difcourfe,  and  foon  found, 
that  the  affair  in  queftion  was  no  other 

than 


^^^4 
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*  wherd>7  much  may  be  made»  and  noc 
^a  great  deal  loft.  The  patriot  eii>- 
^  gsges  in  k,  not  merely  fr<Mn  a  pro- 
.*  %)ed  of  adFaotigp,  biit  father  wkh  a 
^  view  of  diftrefiiJig  die  enemy,  in  the 
f  very  fupport  of  their  conftitiKion,  by 
^fladceaing  the  fiaews  tsf  wai^,  in.  the 
^  deftraAioBtof  their  trade :  the  bold> 
^  dariag  foM  of  SrifiaiA)  who  fi^d  ith^Tiiv- 

*  ielves*  firoflQ  a  .tdboafand  varioua  cau&s, 
^  i^n  the  brink  of  deftm^tmi,  ^y  ta^ 
^  (this  mediodt  as  the  laft  refowce  front 
^  bankruptcy,  beggary,  and  jaik  ^  an^ 
^  the  flower  of  our  feamen  join  in  jtv 
^  a$  a  iiire  mews  of  avoiding  the  uv- 
^  convenieocies  of  a  man  of  war.  Nay> 

*  many  of  our  ladies,  fipm  a  truly 
^.Amazonian  .principle,  chufe  rather .t» 
^  expend  their  moniBy  this  way,  than  ia 

*  the  deftru^v^  meafuress  of  a  gamicg 
^  table  ;  and  by  the  fpirit  they  e:)cert  on 
^  this  occaiion,  plainly  denote,  that  the 
^  (buls  of  women  are  heroic,  brave^and 
^  generous^  when  not  too  much  curbed 

*  and  kept  under  by  the  injurious  rp- 

*  ftriftions 
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•  mnft  be  fup 

•  large  private 
'  with  that  fuc( 
■pcfted,    not 

•  naWe  to  the  a 

•  alio  are  rendei 

•  from  their  nu 

•  day  mnldp/vir 
•Great  Britain,! 
•propofe  to  pur 

•oneofthofefm 
•ing  boats,  wh 
'  pkaty  in  the  ri^ 

*  cient  flore  of  pj 

*  ammunition,  oa 

'thecoaftof  Fran 

*  the  better  cany  c 
is  to  cut  our  one 
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•  language,  drcffcd  up  like  French  fiftieiv 

•  men,  and  who  arc  refolved  to  fight  to 
••  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood  before  they 
•will  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  made  prr- 

•  foncrs.     The  fubfequent  part  of  this 

•  adventure  is  to  take  the  advantage  of 

•  the  night,  and  truft  the  reft  to  Pro- 
*"  vidence.     Four  hundred  pounds  is  the 

••-fum  wanted:  a- banker  in  the  city 
•-  has    fubfcribed    one,  this  gentleman 

•  and  myfelf  each  of  us  one,  and  there 

•  is  juft  one  more  neceflary.     We  have 

•  a  veffcl  in  our  eye,  which  willanfwer 

•  to  admiration  ;  and  we  can  have  our 
*' complement  of  men  made  up  at  a 
*^  day's  warning,  fo  that  we  can  be  ready 

•  to  proceed  to  fea  in  three  days,  after 

•  the  fubfcription  is  filled  up.* 

At  the  hearing  this  laft  piece  of  ixv* 
telligence,  my  heart  was  ready  to  break. 
My  whole  ftock  amounted  to  no  more 
than  the  fifty  guineas,  which  my  dear 
Sophy  had  forced  upon  me  at  parting, 
and  which  Inow  pulled  out  in  a  tranf- 

port. 


^ 
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Pof  of  grief,  declaring 

««^d  I  liked  their  e^ 

then,    ff",  ^"^^^Jndiierc 
tbem  off,  1  thought  tT^? 

'"^^-■"fi.       Upon     '^".^' 
^n»  of  this  unex^r;"'"' 
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'  make  any  remonftrances  againft:  its  acs^ 
ceptance,  fhe  (hould  take  it  extremely 
to  heart,  and  would  conclude  I  did  not 
love  her.  When  I  began  to  look  back 
on  our  tranfafbions  in  the  morning,  I 
direftly  conjedured,that  fhe  had  watched 
an  opportunity  to  flip  it  into  my  pocket 
unperceived. 

This  fecond  inftance  of  her  unbound- 
ed  love  made  me  ten  times  more  fixt 
in  my  refolves  than  before.  Yes^  thou 
dear  extatic  charmer,  cried  I  aloud, .  I 
will  go :  thy  timely  pre&nt  fhall  be 
improved  to  fuch  advantage  as  France 
fliall  rue,  or  I  will  fall  in  the  attempt  i 
and  who  knows  but  Providence  may 
enable  me  to  pay  thee  back  this  (lore  of 
goodnefs  ten  thoufand  fold. 

Having  vented  myfelf  in  this  man- 
ner, I  turned  to  the  adventurers,  and 
obferved,  that  I  had  met  with  the  moft 
unexpected  windfal,  and  provided  they 
would  go  with  me  to  the  banker's,  that 

I  might 
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I  vofjid  fill  up  the  iuhfcrip 

Tiicy  were  rery  g!ad  t0 

my  fdbtmioii,  md  with 

attended  me  to  a  very 

hiskcr  ia  tbe  ciCTt  wbo  (im' 

^  such  about  the  bi^ae&i  » 

1^  danSbcTt  coungc,  iml  aln* 

the  no  gcndanoif  wh%  he  ob* 

«  AvmerixiafiooT thif 
Jijii|MS*  bor  pn 
tfe  voaey  itximedmrlft  and  bi 
hip  afto^  «c  vrre  all  ready  Jar 
"Vihm  tbe  dmc  auat  dtatw 
B  cmbix^,  I  vas  in  &  ttiOQlacd 
n.-l5v    -r.crier   I  fhou!J  zo  \xirhoiK 

—  T  —  -c.  :::-:  '^^s   now  iripirtd  ^'.i:! 

r-.-::v  A:  .i:':  I  ceterrr.ir.ei  for  the 
r:-*'^-,  i-"i  r-::-r.£:  my  hopes  in  a 
X  -c  ?-:'.  lierv.^,  who  ie'.com  u:'s  ta 
r:  ^ :-  rv-  levari  in  r:e  :^ng  run,  I  i^- 
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Ailgpd  myfelf  in  the  happinefs  I  (hould 
have  of  feeing  her,  perhaps  in  a  few 
weeks,  miftrefi  of  feveral  thoufand 
pounds. 

We  failed  quite  down  to  the  nore, 
with  a  fair  wind,  which,  continuing  in 
gende  breezes,  wsited  us  to  the  downs 
in  a  ihort  time.  Here  we  brought  to 
a  litde,  to  put  every  thing  in  readinefs, 
and  confult  on  our  future  plan  of  pro* 
cedure.  In  confequence  erf  this  we  de- 
termineciwith  one  accord,  to  make  over 
<dire<5tly  for  Havre  de  Grace,  and  take 
a  look  into  the  harbour,  under  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  French  lug- fail  cutter, 
where,  if  any  thing  appeared  worth 
our  trouble,  we  were  then  to  proceed 
to  a^on. 

The  nearer  we  advanced  to  the  fhore, 
the  more  was  my  bofom  filled  with 
anxiety,  love,  joy,  and  defpair.  The 
image  of  my  beloved  Sophy  prefented 
icfeif  to  my  teeming  imagination  in  the 
moil  endearing  attitudes,  and  the  de- 
lightful 
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-insj  the  patigs  of  hopekls  returns  of 
Aficftkm,  inflitmed  fay  jtaioufy  and 
dcf^HtTi for tvcr  be my> ponkml 

By  this  time  it  vN&  bordering  tipcM 
the  dttflc  of  the  evening.    We  were  juft 
in  fhore^   a  fine  ofF-Iaiid  breeze,    ^nd 
upon  the  very  verge  of  high  water.    In 
confequence  of  thefe   favourable  cir- 
cumftances,  a  fmall  fkiflp  was  hoifted 
out,  in  which  two  bold  fellows  embark- 
ed, to  row  in  towards  the  harbour  of 
Havre  de  Grace,  and  reconnoitre.  They 
had  not  been  long  gone,  before  they  re- 
turned with  the  joyful  news,  that  a  large 
merchantman  had  come  in  that  tide, 
and  was  then  lying  upon  her  moorings 
in  the  mouth  of  the  river.    Upon  this 
agreeable  tidings  we  immediately  called 
a  councel  of  war,  wherein  it  was  unani- 
moufly  determined,  to  make  in  dircdfly 
for  the  harbour,  and  by  afluming  the 
language  of  the  country,  endeavour  to 
perfuade  them,  we  were  chafed  in  by  an 
Englifh  privateer  of  great  force,  and 

beg 
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id  eat  plentifully  of  the  bcft,  and  re- 
canted the  perils  they  had  undergone 

i  their  paflage  home  from  St.  Domin- 
p^  in  which  they  had  been  chaccd  by 

?o  thirty  gun  privateers  for  the  fpace 

f  eighteen  hours  -,  *  but/  continued  a 
:ieagre  old  fellow,    *  we  fhewed   the 

Englifh  dogs  our  paint-work,   and  I 

^cy  Jbme  of  them  will  have  reafon 
'  to  remember  the  operations  of  our 

Aem-chace  for  one  while.'  By  means 
)f  this  intelligence  we  underftood,  that 
cheir  cargo  confiiled  of  indigo,  fugar, 
ind  coffee,  and  was  upon  an  average, 
MTorth  forty  thoufand  pounds,  being 
Hie  of  the  largeft  that  had  failed  from 
my  of  the  French  iflands  that  feafon. 

The  Frenchmen,  who,  during  their 
coming  in  with  the  land,  and  courfe  up 
the  channel,  had  experienced  but  very 
Kttlc  reft,  now  they  found  themfelves 
(afe  in  a  harbour,  and  void  of  all  care, 
gave  a  loofe  to  that  indulgence  which 
the  prefent  opportunity  gave  them,  and 

Vol.  III.  L  which 


was  to  be  feea  ab 
the  favourable  o 
a!ong  foeameft] 
irrooLT  own  vcB 
oLher;  and  took 
a:m  ourlclvcs,  li 
iKitli  iwords  of  ft 
fjt-anns,  that 
p'rcnchman. 


As  nothing  is 
any  cafe  of  impor 
happening  in  one 
cfreduaJJy  ovenhn 
fchemc j  we  refolvt 
Our  captain,  like 
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-with  the  pleafing  profpeds  of  making 
.his  fortune   by  this  pu(h;   but  love, 
'  ^undlefs  love,   infpired  my  foul  with 
^redoubled  ardor. 

The  captain  had  no  fooner  imparted 
the  fignal  to  me,  than  I,  in  courfe,  com- 
'  municated  it  to  the  commander  of  the 
ibrces  on  board  the  cutter,  who  fprung 
up  with  his  detachment  immediately, 
and  fecured  the  fj^w  hands  upon  deck, 
/wearing,  that  the  firft  man,  who  fhould 
..prefume  to  fpeak  one  word,  fhould  be 
fent  to  hell  immediately. 

When  we  had  eflfeded  this  material 
circumftance,  our  next  care  was  to  point 
a  great  gun  down  each  hatchway, 
loaded  with  grape  (hot,  in  cafe  of  an 
infurreftion  below  decks  ;  with  a  man 
armed  with  a  cutlafs,  four  brace  of 
piftols,  and  a  lighted  match,  in  order 
to  fire  at  a  moment's  warning.  The 
ude  of  ebb  was  juft  now  begun,  fo 
that  we  went  to  work  immediately, 
L  2  loofened 
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but  the  lead  motion  to  the  contrary, 
would  certainly  do  his  bulinefs. 

At  this  woeful  tidings  he  burft  into 
tears,  made  the  whole  fhip  refound 
with  his  doleful  lamentations,  and  told 
me,  that  he  was  ruined  for  ever,  as  he 
was  not  only  a  part-owner  in  the  fhip, 
but  had  alio  his  whole  fortune  en> 
.barked  on  board  :  but  my  attention  was 
too  much  engroffed  with  my  own  con- 
cerns, to  mind  thofe  of  any  body  elfe, 
more  efpecially  an  enemy ;  and,>  in  the 
thought,  that  better  he  in  his  then  fi- 
tuation,  than  I  in  my  former  one,  I  in- 
dulged myfelf  over  a  bowl  of  punch 
on  the  glorious  profpefts  before  me. 

Next  morning,  the  welcome  beams 
of  daylight  no  fooner  appeared  than,  to 
our  infinite  joy,  we  perceived  the  coaft 
of  England  in  full  view,  and  about 
three  leagues  a-head.  But  our  fatisfadion 
was  increafed,  when  we  obferved  two 
Britiih  men  of  war  bound  up  the  chan- 
L  3  nel. 
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warded  my  firm  confidence  in  his  good* 
ncfs.  In  a  fhort  time,  we  difpofed  of 
our  cargo  to  very  good  advantage,  and 
found  the  whde  fum  amounted  to 
ibrty  thoufand  pounds  ckar  of  all  de- 
duftions. 

As  by  the  articles  of  our  agreement, 
,  the  (hip's  crew  were  to  have  one  fourth 
part  of  whatever  prize  we  fliould  take, 
ten  thoufand  pounds  fell  to  their  fhare, 
and-  being  twenty  in  number,  they 
thought  themfelvf  s  extremely  happy  in 
iharing  five  hundred  pounds  a  man  for 
ie  little  trouble.  The  other  thirty 
thoufand  pounds  were  equally  divided 
between  my  two  fhip-mates,  myfelf,  and 
the  banker ;  in  confequence  of  which  I 
found  myfelf  mafter  of  feven  thoufand 
five  hundred  pounds  fterling. 

L  4  CHAP. 
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Notwithflanding  all  the  aflurances  of 
my  dear  Sophy's  unalterable  love  in  my 
favour,  I  could  not  help  being  very 
uneafy  all  the  way,  left  fome  one,  during 
my  abfence,  fhould  have  been  fmote 
with  the  luftre  of  her  charms,  and  en- 
deavoured to  fupplant  me  in  my  affec- 
tions there.  In  this  difpofition  of  mind 
I  entered  London^  when  my  firft  care 
was  to  convert  as  many  of  my  bills  as 
amounted  to  five  thoufand  pounds,  into 
bank  notes  of  fingle  thoufands  each, 
which  I  intended  as  a  prefent  to  my 
deareft  love>  I  next  equipped  myfelf 
in  a  very  elegant  manner,  and,  with  my 
ipirits  in  a  ftate  of  univerfal  exultation, 
explored  my  way  to  the  apothecary's, 
which  I  foon  reached,  and  as  my  quar- 
ter was  not  expired  by  fome  days,  I 
knocked  boldly  at  the  door,  and  was 
kt  in  by  Mils  Biddy,  the  youngeft 
daughter,  who  no  fooner  perceived  the 
magnificence  of  my  drefs,  than  fhe  re- 
tired back  in  confufion,  and  I  p;iflcd 
nimbly  by  her  into  the  dear  parlour, 
L  5  which 
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^iiyhiAcxwiiMnMtfacticifiiwof  ipycycK 
She  was  icadingv  and  her  oompamoii,  the 
elder  Mi&  Brown,  was  fo  ftruck  indi 
confcKMU  fluune  at  niy  approach,  tfaac  (he 
quitted  the  room  direftly,  and  left  us  10 
the  enjoyment  of  that  happy  minute. 

At  this  welcome  oppariunily  my  feat 
was  ovemdielmed  with  floods  of  [dea- 
fure,  and  dafping  her  in  my  arms,  Be-^ 
hold,  cried  I,  thou  dear,  thou  rayifliing 
charmer  of  my  tranfported  heart !  be- 
hold the  man,  who  has  pafied  leas  for 
thy  fake,  who  has  faced  die  tremendous 
fhores  of  a  powerful  enemy,  and,  in 
fpite  of  Frenchmen,  deftiny,  and  deadi, 
has  returned  with  fuch  ftores  of  bound- 
Jefs  love  and  treafuie,  as  (hall  make  us 
happy  for  ever.  Now  wiU  I  jnanifeft 
my  eternal  love :  now  (hall  my  foul 
doat  upoo  thy  beauties,  and  ficken  o'er 
the  fwcctnefs  of  thy  infinite  perfedHons : 
henceforth  (hall  we  live  in  joys  un- 
meafurable  as  our  lore,  and  be  a  pat- 
tern  for  all  lovers   to  imitate.      No 

clouds 


clouda  of  domeftit  diTcontetit  fhall  in* 
tcrfere  with  our  happinefs,  or  obftruft 
the  fruition  of  our  mutual  blifs ;  but 
wc  will  be  one  foul,  fpirit,  and  being, 
to  all  eternity. 

My  fwect  girl  was  fo  moved  t^h  this 
pathetic  addrefi,  which  1  trctered  with  a 
fenrency  that  Ihook  my  whole  framer, 
that  flie  had  only  power  fo  figh  out, 
^  And  are  you  come  at  kit  P   and  has 

*  fate  now  done  its  worft  f  and  fbal!  we 

*  yet  be  happy  ?  * 

Yes,  thou  angel  of  my  eyes  f  re- 
plied I,  our  happinefs  is  now  beyond 
a  power  of  doubting  :  heftceforth  no 
envious  guardian  Ihall  part  us :  no 
fcorn  or  contempt  of  a  difdainful  world 
Ihall  moleft  us  ;  but  we  will  live  a  joy 
to  ourfclves,  a  bleffing  to  our  friei^ds, 
and  an  ufeful  branch  of  the  community, 
till  fruition  (hall  be  fwallowed  up  in 
death,  and  a  new  fccne  opens,  by  that 

glorious 
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pafiagc,   to  u(hcr  us  co  jofi 


At  tiik  jondsre  ihe  apotfaecmiy  en- 
tEfcd,  wkH  percdioog  me  in  the  faoufe^ 
aod  in  fuch  ^rgctxis  atoie,  was  almoft  | 
CQogGikd  to  a  dooc*  As  in  my  thai  J 
^ffpj  Bmmmti  I  was  above  aitcnaiop 
lag  aiij  gpifp^bg  opcbcis  of  rd&Sr 
neoty  I  fahttcd  him  with  great  corda- 
%Kf^  obfcrring  I  was  coa3c  once  more 
to  rike  a  dinner  with  him,  after  which 
I  ir.cu'.i  be  glid  of  a  conrerence  in 
privite  :c'  a  few  minutes.  He  rerjrned 
inv  cc;r:p::menci  wirh  o;reac  civiliiv,  in- 
quired  very  couneoufly  after  my  heakh 
c:^::-g  thii  lail  abfence,  and,  by  de- 
grrts,  we  were  re-inflaied  in  our  for- 
ir.er  iranv^uuiry. 

During  tine  time  of  this  repall  liie 
mcri-.er  gazed  a:  me  wiih  furprize  and 
v.cnur:  ;  :ne  caugnrers  were  confound- 
ru  a:  nv;  n-agn:n:cn:  appearance,  and, 
by  ftm.e   uue-gian:rs   a:   Mifs   Scphy, 

tei"::ned 
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teftified  well  enough  the  workings  of 
their  invidious  fouls  on  this  occafion. 

After  dinner  I  begged  the  favour  of 
a  few  words  with  my  landlord  in  his 
clofct,  where  I  fet  forth  my  unbounded 
love  to  his  beauteous  ward,  with  the 
fum  and  extent  of  my  finances  5  and, 
after  obfcrving  I  would  fettle  all  her 
own  fortune  upon  her,  and  five  thou- 
fand  pounds  of  my  own,  defired  his 
confent  to  our  union. 

At  this  declaration  he  afllimed  great 
uneafinefs,  and  funk  into  his  former 
doubts  and  fuipicions,  but  concluded  by 
acquainting  me,  that  if  I  could  make  it 
appear  I  was  actually  in  poiTeiTion  of  the 
fortune  I  mentioned,  he  Ihould  be  very 
far  from  being  any  obftru£tion  to  our 
defires ;  till  when  he  begged  to  a£t  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  became  the  part  of  a 
faithful  guardian,  watchful  over  the 
child  of  his  deceafed  friend,  and  worthy 
the  truft  repofcd  in  him. 

I  was 
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I  vas  lb  far  from  bring  difpleafed  at 
thb  behaviour,  that  I  approved  of  his 
prtcaution  greatly  j  and  ukiBg  him  m 
my  banker,  foon  cofvv^mccd  him  to  a 
dcmonftrationi  that  I  was  fio  impoftor, 
if  which  he  tdlified  much  joy,  ntA 
congntiilated  me  very  heartily  oq  mj 
coming  haf^Acts. 

At  fupper  I  entered  into  the  fpirit  of 

the  converfation  with  much  freedom ; 
and  the  affair  being  no  longer  a  fecrer, 
our  repaft  was  no  fooner  ended,  than 
they  ver)-  gen  reel  y  left  us  to  ourfelves, 
to  indulge  over  the  glorious  profpefts 
before  us. 

When  I  found  myfelf  at  iiberry  to 
fpeak  my  fentiments  with  freedom,  I 
gave  way  to  the  emotions  of  my  heart, 
and  communicated  the  whole  of  my  pro- 
ceedings fince  our  lall  parting,  at  the 
conclufion  of  which  I  put  the  bank  notes 
into  her  lap,  and  conjured  her  to  bleis 
the  impatience  of  my  love  byconfenting 

to 
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ti>  our  marriage  in  a  few  days^  during 
which  interval  I  would  take  tlie  oppoi*- 
tunity  to  invite  a  few  &le&  friends  to  be 
prefent  <m  that  joyful  occafion* 

She  received  this  token  of  my  love»- 
m  ft  manner  as  both  fllewed  fhe  un*> 
derflood  the  value  of  the  prefent,  and 
that  (he  was  not  under  any  furprize  at 
this  additional  inftance  of  my  good- 
will in  her  favour.  She  took  notice, 
that  as  fo  fhort  a  time  remained  before 
ihe  was  to  be  mine  for  ever  by  the  laws 
of  God  and  men,  fhewasrefolved  to  give 
me  an  early  fpecimen  of  ber  duty  and 
obedience,  by  chearfully  (ubfcribing  xo 
my  will  in  all  things  ;  and,^  gazing  iqpon 
the  moon,  which  then  ibone  forth  in 
full  luftre,  obierved  with  a  mod  in^ 
chanting  accent,  *  Who  knows,  my 
^  deareft  hufband,  but  if  we  aA  our 
*part  in  this  portion  of  time  like  good 
•  chriftians  and  lovers  of  virtue,  but 
f  we  may  hereafter  be  blefled  with  each 

*  other's 
1 
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*  other*s  company  'in  ithe  wtridof  .^ 

<  riu»  and  be  enabled  to  comprdiBiid 
«  fome  of  thofe  ftupendous  bodies,  which 

*  our  prefent  or^ns  are  unable  of  un- 
^derftanding?  This  is  a  thought  I 
^  have  often  indulged  with  great  pka* 

<  fure  fince  your  abfeoce^  and  com- 
«  forced  myfelf,  that  if  it  fliould  ha?e 
«  pleafed  God  to  feparace  us  here,  yet 

<  chrifttanity  afibrds  a  glorious  prolped 

*  hereafter,  when  we  might  perhaps  be 

<  blefled  in  each-  other's  fociety  with"» 

*  out  alloy.' 

Exalted  girl !  cried  I  in  a  tranfport 
of  incomprehenfible  joy,  what  a  thought 
is  here  1  and  how  greatly  thy  under* 
{landing,  beauty  and  virtue  charm  my 
foul,  is  impoffible  to  exprefs,  and  time 
can  only  difplay.  Yes,  my  Sophy,  we 
fhall  live  here,  only  to  live  hereafter ; 
and  when  death  approaches,  we  (hall 
only  look  upon  it  as  a  clofing  the  fcene 
of  a  long  courfe  of  dull,  tailelefs  inli- 

pidities. 
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pdities,  and  an  entrance  to  a  new  fpe- 
cies  of  beings,  where  our  faculties  (hall 
be  enlarged  to  underffand  the  amazing 
produAions  of  our  bounteous  Creator. 
As  daily  experience  (hews  us,  that  fome 
animals  have  one  fenfe  only,  others  two, 
fome  three,  and  gradually  afcending  to 
five,  which  is  the  fummit ;  is  it  not  na- 
tural to  think,  that  man  in  his  new  fta- 
tion  fhall  receive  large  additions  of 
iinderftanding,  as  incomprehenfible  to 
him  now,  as  the  blind 'or  the  deaf 
are  incapable  to  conceive  the  blefiings 
of  thofe  precious  fenfes,  which  they 
never  enjoyed  ?  We  ftiall  then,  my 
deareft  Love,  by  the  wonderful  power 
of  God,  be  enabled  to  tranfport  our- 
fclves  with  as  much  eafe  from  one 
place  to  another,  as  our  imaginations 
can  now  play*,  or  the  motion  of  any 
part  of  our  bodies  is  performed  by  our 
will,  and  the  immediate  influence  of 
animal  fpirits.  How  great  then  muft 
be  our  joy,  when  we  fhall  find  ourfelves 

capably 
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capable  of  en  tcringt  perhaps,  tbe  w^ 
body  of  that  glorious  luminary  dw  M 
of  exploring  the  wonders  of  iti  metb- 
meal  movement^  and  undcrftandingtk 
fixed  laws,  by  which  the  Great  CrcsM 
regulates  the  unirerfe  ?  Then,  quick  is 
thoughts   traverle  from  pole  to  pdct 
meaibre    the    diftance   of   ten  tJK«i- 
land  leagued  in   a  momentt   ^d  dift 
with  mcredibk  agility  through  the  wide 
expanfc  5    ftill   finding  out  new  fub- 
jefts  to  exercife    our   wonder,  grati- 
tudes   reverence,    and  love,    to  that 
infinite  Majcfty,   who  has  railed  us  ro 
fmrh  immenfe  happinefs.      Who  tha: 
can  indulge  fuch   conceptions  b':t  for 
a  moment,  would  ever  be  guiky  ot  i 
wiUful  crime?    But  morcalicy  i^  ir^]j 
and  Jehovah  knows  it  \  he  will  not  lay 
more  10  our  charge,  than  we  can  well 
beir»    and   hath    provided   a  glorious 
Saviour  for  f^lkn  man,    to  whom  be 
the  higheft  praiie  our  lowly  minds  cia 
cxprcls^  for  ever. 

TJiefc 
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Thcfe  thoughts  had  fuch  an  eflfedl  oti 
«s  both,  that  with  great  fervour  we 
implored  the  Almighty  to  endue  us  with 
fiK:h  a  portion  of  his  grace,  that  we 
might  be  enabled  to  avoid  doing  any 
thing  difpleHfing  in  his  fight,  and  live 
as  became  not 'only  members  of  focie- 
ty,  and  rational  beings,  but  alfo  crea^ 
tures  fo  wholly  dependant  on  his  will, 
that  we  could  not  exift  for  one  fingle 
moment  without  his  immediate  protec^^ 
tion  and  providence. 

Having  difcharged  this  duty,  we 
parted  for  that  night ;  and  by  mutual 
confent,  our  marriage  was  fixed  for  the 
firft  of  May,  which  was  then  within  the 
diftance  of  five  days. 

I  now  wrote  a  letter  to  my  twacom^ 
panions  in  Portfmouth,  with  an  invi«> 
tation  to  come  up  to  London  imme- 
diately, as  I  was  defirous  of  their  pre^ 
fence  at  my  marriage  i  and  I  was  not  a 

little 
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Hide  glad  to  End  my  friend  Dick  Si- 

vagc  had  cfcapcd  all  perils,  and,  aim 

a  long  impffilbiiiTieiit,  at  lafl  o^mc  ow 

IB  »  catfel-Aiip.     Tbis  rencounier  de- 

fig^ctd  me  vaftly.     I  introduced  him 

ID  my  Sophy,  who  was  very  gbd  to 

Sot  Mm  aMve,  after  having  taken  it  for 

oercain  be  was  dcad^  and  con&med  m 

Momt  Mm  by  giving  ber  away  at  the 

ceremony,      AU   things   confpiftd  ta 

render  my  happinefs    complete  :    my 

only  companicn  I  efteemed,  fo  wonJ^r- 

fclly  faved  ;    my  two   bold  fhip-rra:es 

and  fcHow-acvcnturers  already  in  town; 

my  heart  full  of  love,    and  ny  Sophy 

as  blooming  as  ever. 


But  there  was  ftiJl  a  ftroke  of  Pro- 
vidence  behind,  which  overpowered  n^e 
with  filent  adoration. 

The  day  before  that  which  was  to 
render  me  the  happieft  of  mortal  beings, 
chancing  to  take  up  a  news-paper,  tiie 

fol- 
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following  paragraph  ftruck  me  wkhthe* 
firft  glance  of  my  eye  : 

^'  If  Hamilton  Murray  will  caJl  upon 
"  Mr.  Guy  Ofborn,  attorney  at  law, 
**  in  Garden-court,   in  the  Temple, 
*'  he  will  hear  of  fomething  greatly: 
-"  to  his  advantage." 

What  can  this  be?  thinks  I,  furely 
my  worthy  uncle  has  not  given  way  to 
the  diftates  of  honour,  juftice,  and  con-, 
fcience,  and  made  me  a  full  reftitution ! 
If  he  has,  it  will  be  the  better  for  his 
departed  foul.  It  is  one  thing  to  live 
in  the  commifTion  of  fin,  during  the 
pride  of  health  and  ftrength  of  a  robuH 
conftitution  ;  but  it  is  quite  another 
matter  to  face  the  Almighty  with 
loads  of  crimes,  unrepented  of;  and 
certainly  he  muft  have  been  convinced^ 
that  repentance  without  reftitution,  when 
it  is  in  our  power,  is  ufelefs.  A  fick- 
ibed,  and  an  awful  looking  forward,  are 

the 
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•Upon  inquiring  into  the  circum- 
inces  of  this  amazing  turn,    he  in- 
>rnied  me,  that  my  brother  had  been 
n  board  the  navy  many  years ;   that 
le  had  been  abroad  in  the  Eaft-Indies, 
and  a6ted  as  a  confiderable  officer  under 
Admiral  Watfon,  at  the  overthrow  of 
the  Nabob,  and  the  defeat  of  Angria 
the  pyrate,  by  which  means  he  had  be- 
come mafter  of  the  forementioned  fum; 
:and  having  received  a  wound  abroad, 
he  had  come  home  for  a  cure,  but  the 
hurt  turning  to   a  mortification,  had 
carried  him  off  foon  after  his  arrival 
in  London,  where  he  had  made  great 
inquiry  after  me  to  no  purpofe,  and  at 
laft  left  me  all  by  his  will-    So  faying9 
.he  delivered  the  fame  into  my  hands, 
wherein  fuch  tender  and  brotherly  men- 
tion was  made  through  the  whole,  that 
I  could  not  think  of  his  mournful  ca- 
taftrophe  without  ihedding  tears* 

I  noir 
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1  now  told  him  of  my  expedition  to 
the  coaft  of  France,  my  fucccfc,  and 
the  near  arrival  of  my  marriage,  all 
which  he  congratulated  me  upon^  and 
accepted  my  invitation  to  our  wedding  | 
very  chearfully  \  after  which  I  took  my 
leave  for  that  time,  loft  in  amazement 
at  the  ways  of  the  Almighty,  who  can 
fo  amply  reward  the  leaft  turnings  of 
his  creatures  from  the  paths  of  wicked- 
nefs  to  virtue. 

This  unexpected  good  fortune  made 
a  new  man  of  me  quite.  I  could  not 
think  of  tlic  bounty  of  Providence  to 
fo  undcfcrving  a  creature,  without  feel- 
ing the  moft  lively  gratitude  and  thank- 
fulnefs.  What  am  I,  fays  I,  that  I 
fhould  be  thus  diftinguilhed  with  fuch 
a  fuperfluity  of  good  things,  when  the 
cry  of  dearth  reigns  through  the  land, 
and  the  poor  ftarve  for  bread  !  Is  there 
any  one  adion  of  my  life  that  is  not 
fraught  with  folly  and  fin  i  and  can  I 

behold 
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behold  the  miferies  of  my  fellow-crea- 
tures with  a  hardened  eye,  and  unre- 
lenting heart  ?  No,  henceforth  will  I 
endeavour  to  difcharge  my  duty  as  a 
chriftian  and  a  man,  that  I  may  fill  up 
that  fpace,  which  heaven  has  allotted 
me^  as  becomes  me,  and  is  my  duty  fo 
to  do.  And  though  I  cannot  accufe 
myfelf  of  having  committed  any  crimes 
of  a  heinous  nature,  yet  fo  it  is,  that, 
through  thoughllefnefs  and  inattention,. 
I  have  done  very  little  to  afpirc  to  the 
charadler  of  even  a  rational  being.  I 
have  often  wept  at  another's  woes,  or- 
even  at  an  imaginary  fcene  of  diftrefs, 
and  have  laboured  under  very  difagree- 
able  fenfations,  while  under  the  prcflure 
of  unmerited  obligations  from  a  fellow- 
creature,  till  I  had  an  opportunity  to 
difcharge  the  fame.  Shall  I  then  be 
uneafy,  if  a  mortal  man  but  oblige  me, 
till  I  have  repaid  him  in  courfe,  and 
can  I  be  infenfible  to  the  favours  of  an 
infinitely  bountiful  Majefty  from  whom 
Vol.  III.  M  all 
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behaved  like  herfelf  on  this  occafion. 
Modcfty,  virtue,  humiKty  and  love  Ihone 
confpicuous  through  her  every  word  and 
gefture-,  and  I  received  this  precious 
gift  of  heaven  at  the  attar,  witha  heart 
replete  with  J07,  and  not  unmindful 
of  the  bounteous  Giver. 

At  this  completion  of  all  my  hopes, 
tears  of  joy  guflied  from  my  eyes,  my 
heart  was  as  open  as  the  munificent 
dew  of  heaven,  and  there  was  not  a  jail 
in  London,  but  felt  the  eflfefts  of  my 
firft  ftep  of  reformation. 

The  ceremony  was  no  fooner  per- 
formed, than  I  took  all  the  company 
to  a  fmall  but  neat  country-houfe  I  had 
provided  againft  this  occafion ;  and 
embracing  my  trembling  Sophy  with  a 
kifs  of  extatic  rapture,  threw  my  go- 
vernment fccurities  of  my  whole  for- 
tune into  her  lap,  to  the  infinite  amaze- 
ment of  herfelf  and  all  prefent,  except 
M  2  my 
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againft  him,  which  fo  broke  his  fpirits, 
that  he  fell  into  a  lingering  diforder, 
and  foon  after  died.  It  feems  his  un- 
bounded avarice  had  prompted  him  to 
engage  in  various  branches  of  bufi- 
nefs,  exclufive  of  his  trade,  which  had 
brought  on  his  ruin. 

His  wife,  finding  herfelf  reduced 
from  a  date  of  affluence  to  pinching 
poverty,  fickencd  at  the  reversion,  and 
followed  her  hufband  foon  after ;  and 
their  children,  by  their  parents  death, 
became  objefts  of  compaffion,  and 
worfe  than  common  beggars,  as  they 
had,  by  their  pride,  rendered  themfelycs 
odious  to  all  their  companions,  who, 
as  is  general  in  fuch  cafes,  took  that 
opportunity  to  infult  their  diftrefs,  and 
pay  back  their  former  fcorn  with  aug- 
mented interett. 

But  mark  the  effeds  of  an  ill-timed 
pride !  Finding  all  rcfources  cut  off,  and 

that 
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dac  thcT  bad  no  ocber  proipcd  faoi] 
ufQB  tbe  panfhi  they  bad  re* 
to  mf  Sof^y,  took  ibanse  eo 
tkesnielvts,  ud  imploird  bcr  reficf  and 
pvilof}«  Thai  angelical  cr^arufic,  far 
horn  repaTiog  ihoii  in  turn,  or  up- 
inidmg  ihtm  ^ib  former  adiotis,  re- 
€»red  them  both  with  a  good  grace, 
fdHficd  her  Jorrow  at  hearmg  dF  die 

wife,  and  promifed  to  intercede  with  me 

in  i.iei:  lavour. 


This  ir.e  cid  :":•  efiecrual'y  by  repre- 
leniing  z:.-:  z'—vsl  cal^  in  luch  a 
L'g.i:,  :r.a:,  ncrw.ir.irancing  all  mv  re- 
fentn-.er.:,  I  couid  no:  hear  ::  frorr, 
tr.e  r::'j:n  or  my  oearefr  Sophv,  wich- 
ou:  cc:r:g  greaciv  moved.  She  ob- 
Icr 
her  cm: 


-j.%    iney  v/erc   trie   companions  or 


y  ycu:.i  ;   ^na,  rhouc^h  :hev  had 


fcm2   i::::. 


.:ng5,  wno  \v2s  v.::.:oi:: 
them:  a:f^:j::Gn  w::s  a  bit:- p:;:,  and 
would  crTcaualiy  work  a  thorough  cure. 

^  Tktlc 
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Thefe  rcafons  prevailed  j  I  received^ 
them  both  into  my  family,  dried  up 
their  tears,  and  promifed  to  be  a  friend 
to  them  for  the  future. 

The  eldeft  I  difpofed  of  foon  after 
to  a  young  farmer,  on  a  fmall  eftate  I 
had  purchafed  in  Bucks,  and  gave  him 
three  hundred  pounds  with  his  purchafe. 
The  youngeft,  who  was  adhially  a  girl 
of  fine  fenfe,  has  fince  made  a  wife 
to  my  friend  Dick,  who  married  her, 
and  my  dear  Sophy  did  not  fail  to  fliew 
her  generofity  on  the  occafion. 

We  have  fince  taken  up  our  abode 
in  the  country,  where  we  daily  employ 
ourfelves  in  the  pleafing  duty  of  re- 
lieving the  poor  around  us,  whp  watch. 
the  motions  of  my  blooming  Sophy  as 
their  guardian-angel. 

Serene  pleaftires  crown   our  days, 
and  our  nights  are  bleffcd   with  that 

happi- 
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happinefs  which  tranfported  lovers  on\f 
know,  and  which  the  libertine,  in  all 
his  round  of  fenfual  delights,  never 
once  experiences^  nor  has  even  a  rcmocc 
idea  of* 
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